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REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 

December 29, 1900. 
To the Executive Council of the 

Am^ericom Historical Association: 

The Public Archives Commission of the American His- , 
torical Association offer the following report: 

At the meeting of the association held in Boston, Decem- 
ber 27-29, 1899, the undersigned, with the addition of Dr. 
Frederic Bancroft, of Washington, D. C, were constituted 
a Public Archives Conmaission. As stated in the report of 
the secretary of the association for that year, the commis- 
sion was "charged to investigate and report, from the point 
of view of historical study, upon the character, contents 
and functions of our public repositories of manuscript rec- 
ords, and having power to appoint local agents in each State, 
through whom their inquiries may be in part conducted." 
Mr. Bancroft shortly resigned to accept other duties, and 
his place on the commission was not filled. 

Circumstances making it impracticable for the commission 
to hold a meeting at once, the consideration of the field of 
inquiry assigned to it was begun by correspondence. Two 
points early presented themselves for settlement: First, the 
extent of the investigation which should be attempted, iund, 
second, the relation between the Public Archives Cbitgrna- 
sion and the Historical Manuscripts Commission. Cort^ 
jjpondence with the chairman of the latter body speedily 
resulted in reaching a cordial understanding as to the pre- 
cise field of the two commissions. It was agreed that while 
the Historical Manuscripts Commission was to continue to 
deal with collections of historical material of an essentially 
personal character, whether in public repositories or in pri- 
vate hands, the Public Archives Commission was to limit 
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6 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

itself to an examinatioii of documentary material of a public 
or governmental nature, such as is usually classed under the 
head of archives, public records, or state papers. Wher- 
ever, in the course of its work, either commission has come 
upon material falling within the province of the other, 
information to that effect has at once been transmitted, and 
the two bodies have accordingly been able to work in entire 
harmony and without danger of trespassing upon each other's 
domain. 

The vote of the association establishing the commission 
authorized the appointment of representatives of the com- 
mission in the different States. With the vast mass of 
material to be dealt with, and divided, as it is, among forty- 
five States, three Territories, and the District of Columbia, 
it early became evident that only by availing itself of the 
services of such State representatives could the commission 
hope to accomplish any considerable part of the work de- 
volved upon it, and that the time of the members of the 
commission was likely to be fully engrossed with the general 
organization and direction of the work, without itself under- 
taking the actual investigation of records. The commis- 
sion accordingly began at once the selection of adjunct 
members in the different States. The labor of selection 
proved to be very considerable and entailed a large amount 
of correspondence and personal inquiry. The following 
persons have thus far accepted appointments as adjunct 
members in their respective States: 

AUihaina, — Mr. Thomas M. Owen, chairman of the Ala- 
bama History Commission, Birmingham. 

Coniuctieiit. — Mr. Albert C. Bates, secretary of the Con- 
necticut Historical Society and member of the Commission 
of Public Records, Hartford. 

lUmoiH. — Prof. F. W. Shepardson, University of Chicago, 
Chicago. 

Indiana, — Prof. James A. Woodburn, Indiana University, 
Bloomington. 

Imoa, — Prof. Benjamin F. Shambaugh, University of 
Iowa, Iowa City. 

Kansas, — Prof. Frank H. Hodder, University of Kansas, 
Lawrence. 
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REPORT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 7 

Louisiana, — Mr. William Beer, Howard Memorial Li- 
brary, New Orleans. 

Massachusetts, — Mr. Andrew McFarland Davis, Cam- 
bridge. 

Michigan, — Mr. Harlow S. Person, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor. 

Mississippi, — ^Prof . Franklin L. Riley, University of Mis- 
sissippi, University. 

NSraska^ ad vnterim, — Prof. Howard W. Caldwell, Uni- 
versity of Nebraska, Lincoln. 

New Hampshire, — Mr. A. S. Batchellor, editor of State 
Papers, Littleton. 

New Jersey, — ^Mr. William Nelson, jr., chairman of the 
Record Commission and corresponding secretary of the New 
Jersey Historical Society, Paterson. 

New York, — Prof. H. L. Osgood, Columbia University, 
New York. 

North Carolina. — Prof. John S. Bassett, Trinity College, 
Durham. 

Ohio, — ^Prof. George W. Knight, Ohio State University, 
Columbus. 

Oregon, — Prof. F. G. Young, University of Oregon, 
Eugene. 

PennsyVoamia, — Dr. Herman V. Ames, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Rhode Island, — Mr. Clarence S. Brigham, librarian of the 
Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence. 

Texasy ad interim, — Prof. Lester G. Bugbee, University 
of Texas, Austin. 

Virginia, — Mr. William G. Stanard, corresponding sec- 
retary and librarian of the Virginia Historical Society, 
Richmond. 

Wisconsin, — Dr. Orin G. Libby, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. 

Correspondence regarding similar appointments in other 
States has been actively carried on, but without as yet 
reaching definite results. It is hoped, however, that by the 
end of another year the list of adjunct members may be 
completed. 

Provision was also made for the appointment of associate 
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8 AMERICAN mSTORIOAL ASSOCIATION. 

members in the different States, to cooperate with the 
adjunct members in the performance of their duties. Dr. 
John B. Sanborn was appointed associate member for Ohio, 
and continued to serve in that capacity until his removal 
from the State, in August, 1900. Dr. Lewis S. Shimmell, of 
Harrisburg, was also appointed associate member for Penn- 
sylvania, and shared with Dr. Ames in the preparation of 
the account of the archives of that State which accompanies 
this report. 

The scheme of organization thus worked out by the com- 
mission contemplates, as will be seen, one representative of 
the commission in each State and Territory, responsible for 
such investigation of the archives and public records as may 
be undertaken, and the association with him of such other 
persons as circumstances may render desirable. In the 
selection of its staff, the commission have thought it best 
not to seek to enlist the services of public officials or archi- 
vists, partly because such officials are commonly much over- 
worked, and partly for the reason that the official custodians 
of public documents may often be reluctant, for various 
reasons, to call attention to defects in the treatment of the 
papers under their care. Reliance has been had, therefore, 
upon college and university teachers and private students. 

The service rendered to the commission by adjunct and 
associate members has been wholly unpaid, the funds at the 
disposal of the commission having been barely sufficient to 
pay the necessary expenses of printing, postage, and clerical 
assistance; and the commission wish to express their sincere 
appreciation of the generous labor which has been performed 
under their direction by the various State representatives, 
and of the readiness with which active cooperation has been 
tendered. 

Along with the appointment of State representatives has 
gone the difficult problem of how best to deal with the ex- 
tensive field of documentary material which the commission 
was set to examine. Hardly any two States were found to 
present similar conditions. In some, the collections of 
archives were of enormous extent, in others comparatively 
small. Some States were known to have preserved their 
records with great care, and to have put forth every effort 
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BEPOBT OF PUBLIC ABOHIVES COMMISSION. 9 

to render them available for students, while in other States 
little or nothing of a satisfactory nature had been accom- 
plished. Numerous catalogues and finding lists of certain 
classes of documents, and of documents of certain States, 
were available in print, and others were known to be in 
active preparation, while historical societies and private in- 
dividuals or associations have long been active in publishing 
documents of especial historical interest. After a careful 
study of these conditions, so far as information regarding 
them could be had, the conunission decided that it would 
not attempt to duplicate the work of any existing agency, 
nor undertake the publication of archives in any form, but 
would confine itself to investigating, as thoroughly as time 
and circumstances would permit, the character, contents, 
condition, and availability of the numerous classes of public 
records throughout the country, with a view not only to 
adding to the volume of positive information about them, 
but particularly of presenting the data necessary to arouse 
proper action by the State and by local communities. The 
way in which the official documents of a State, city, or 
county shall be dealt with is, after all, primarily a matter 
of concern to the people themselves; and it seemed to the 
commission that its service, not only to the association, but 
also to the public, would be best performed by exhibiting 
the actual conditions prevailing in public repositories, in 
the hope of thereby aiding the movements already under 
way in many localities for substantial betterment in this 
direction. 

With this object in view the commission decided to under- 
take, first of all, a preliminary investigation of State records. 
The nature of the investigation contemplated and the gen- 
eral principles in accordance with which it was to be con- 
ducted are set forth in the following circular, issued for the 
guidance of adjunct and associate members: 

AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION — PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 

To Adjunct and Associate Members: 

The Public Archives Commission was appointed at the meeting of the 
American Historical Association at Boston, December 27-29, 1899. The 
purpose of the commission is to examine into the condition and charac- 
ter of the public records of the United States, of the several States, and 
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10 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

of important local communities, with a view to obtaining and publishing 
such information concerning them as will make the records more gener- 
ally known and more easily available for students. The commission is 
not intended to be a medium for the publication of archives, nor does it 
aim to supplant the various State record commissions, and other similar 
agencies, already existing. Its objects are, rather, the compilation of 
information, as full and detailed as possible, regarding the particular 
class of American historical material generally known as archives or 
public records, the preparation of such catalogues or finding lists as may 
be deemed useful, and the unification and improvement, so far as its 
influence as an advisory body can be made effective, of methods of pub- 
lishing, arranging, and preserving official documentary material. 

It is proposed to begin the work of the commission with a preliminary 
examination of State records and of the records of a few local communi- 
ties of especial importance. The substance of the information gathered 
by means of this preliminary survey will be laid before the association 
in the form of a printed report. It is the intention to carry on this work 
in such a way as to make it harmonize with such future work, of a more 
extended character, as the commission expects-to do. 

It has seemed best, in organizing so large an undertaking, to appoint 
in each State and Territory an adjunct member. The adjunct mem- 
ber is the accredited representative of the commission, and the person 
primarily responsible for the conduct of the preliminary investigation 
referred to above, and for other related work of the commission within 
the jurisdiction assigned to him. The appointment of adjunct members 
is for one year, subject to renewal where mutually satisfactory. 

In States whose archives are of great extent or especial importance, 
or in which the records of local communities have marked general 
interest, it is desirable to designate one or more associate members to 
cooperate with the adjunct member. Such associate members will be 
appointed by the commission, in general upon the advice of the adjunct 
member for the State concerned, and will be primarily responsible to the 
adjunct member in the prosecution of their work. Adjunct members are 
urged to inform themselves as early as possible of the need of such addi- 
tional assistance, and of the work of associate members as it proceeds. 

In order that the work of investigation and report may be systematic- 
ally carried on and the time and effort of those engaged in it utilized 
to the best advantage, the following suggestions have been drawn up as 
indicating the method of procedure which it is deemed best to follow. 
These suggestions are, of course, subject to modification to meet special 
conditions in particular States; and the commission will welcome sug- 
gestions from adjunct members regarding such modification. It is very 
desirable, however, that the suggestions be followed as closely as possi- 
ble, and that no radical change of procedure be made without previous 
consultation with the commission. 

The following points will indicate the general nature of the work con- 
templated: 

1. As an indispensable preliminary to their work, adjunct members 
should make themselves acquainted at the outset with the statutory 
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provisions in their respective States regarding the reports required to be 
submitted by public officers, the documents required to be printed, and 
the preservation, custody, and examination of records. Where record 
commissions or archivists have been appointed, or special provision has 
been made for the publication of any particular portion of the records, 
the powers and duties of the various officials concerned should be care- 
fully ascertained. A summary of the information gathered under this 
head should be included in the formal report. 

2. By the term ** public archives *' is to be understood all documentary 
material of a governmental or official cliaracter, excluding all matter of 
a strictly personal or private sort. Under the head of archives come the 
journals and proceedings of legislative assemblies, all papers known in 
general as ** public documents," reports of State officials, reports of legis- 
lative committees, reports of State commissions, statutes or session laws, 
and occasional publications such as census reports, topographical sur- 
veys, etc., published by State authority. Reports and publications 
emanating from or relating to the executive and judicial departments, 
as well as those primarily legislative in their origin, are included in this 
classification. Personal journals and private correspondence do not fall 
within the scope of the commission's work, but official correspondence 
and letter books are included in it. 

3. As the present examination is a preliminary one, it is not expected 
that anything like a complete catalogue of these archives will be at- 
tempted. The report of the adjunct member, however, should give, 
with as much precision as possible — 

( 1 ) The number of volumes or parcels of each of the various classes 
of records found, with the dates which each includes. The classification 
must depend upon the practice of each State, and no rule of uniformity 
can be laid down; but such indications as session laws, senate journals, 
house journals, committee reports, treasurers' reports, land-office papers, 
school reports, letter books, miscellaneous documents, etc., will indicate 
the kind of subdivision to be followed. 

(2) An indication of what parts of the records in each of these divi- 
sions are in print and what parts are in manuscript. 

(3) A general statement of the chief contents of miscellaneous collec- 
tions. 

(4) An indication of such records, other than purely formal ones, as 
appear to have especial historical value. 

(e5) An indication of such records as are wanting in the official collec- 
tion, together with information as to whether such records have been 
lost or destroyed or are to be found elsewhere. 

4. A general statement, as detailed as circumstances may dictate, 
should be made with regard to the condition of the records; in particu- 
lar, whether they are securely housed and protected, whether bound or 
unbound, whether conveniently arranged for consultation, or the 
contrary. 

5. In the case of States which have been either colonies or Territories, 
the examination should extend to the earlier as well as the later period. 
In case it is found impracticable, for any reason, to carry the examination 
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at present over the whole period, the commissioii will be glad to have 
the advice of the adjunct member as to the period to which attention 
should first be paid. 

6. In case catalogues or finding lists for any portion of the State or 
local archives are available, every advantage should be taken of their 
assistance. It is especially requested that copies of such printed guides, 
or of any other similar matter relating to the records, be transmitted to 
the commission with the formal report. 

7. It will be a convenience if reports can be made on paper not 
exceeding 8 by 10 inches in measurement, and written upon one side of 
the sheet only. 

8. The association has been able to place at the disposal of the com- 
mission, as yet, only a small sum of money, barely sufficient to cover 
the necessary expenses of printing, postage, and clerical service; and 
the work must be, for all connected with it, mainly a labor of love. 
Adjunct members, therefore, should not incur expenses on behalf of the 
commission without previous authorization. It is hoped that the neces- 
sary expenses of postage and stationery may be reimbursed. In case it 
is deemed ailvisable to incorporate with the report catalogues or docu- 
ments only to be obtained by purchase, the commission should first be 
consulted before the purchase is made. 

9. It is hardly necessary to say that, in approaching public officials 
and custodians of archives, the utmost care should be taken to secure 
at the outset their cordial cooperation. The commission is entirely 
dependent upon the good will of such persons in carrying on its work, and 
it hopes to place at their disposal the information at its command, and 
the published results of its investigations, as rapidly as the same can be 
made available. In case the custodian of the records to be examined is 
not personally known to the adjunct or associate member, it is suggested 
that a letter of introduction be obtained, where practicable. In any 
case, there is usually much to be gained by a frank statement of the 
purposes of the commission, and of the intention to make its work gen- 
erally useful. 

Correspondence regarding the work of the conmiission should be 
addressed in the first instance to the chairman. 

William MacDonald, 
Cliairman, Bowdoin CoUege^ Brurmvick, Me. 
James Harvey Robinson, 
Columbia University j New York, N. Y. 

Howard W. Caldwell, 
Universky of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebr. 
Lester G. Bugbee, 
University of Texa^, Austin, Tex. 

Copies of this circular were sent to the adjunct and asso- 
ciate members of the commission; to the officers of the 
association and the members of the various committees and 
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commissions of that body; to State librarians, archivists, 
and record commissions; to a number of the leading histori- 
cal societies throughout the country, and to about 150 per- 
sons, members of the association, whose official positions 
were such as to give them special acquaintance with collec- 
tions of documents. 

The distribution of the above circular brought numerous 
replies, all expi'essing marked interest in the proposed under- 
taking, and many containing valuable suggestions and infor- 
mation. The commission take especial pleasure in acknowl- 
edging the courtesy with which its representatives have been 
received by State and local custodians, and the ready coop- 
eration which has been given by historical societies and other 
bodies. They wish particularly to acknowledge their indebt- 
edness to Mr. R. R. Bowker, of the Publishers' Weekly, who 
very kindly placed at their disposal the proofs of the forth- 
coming part 2 of his "State Publications," containing lists of 
printed documentary material for the States of New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Michigan. In 
Alabama and Mississippi recently organized State commis- 
sions have undertaken to do for those States the same kind 
of work contemplated by the commission, and beyond the 
designation of a member of each of those commissions as an 
adjunct member and considerable correspondence regarding 
the nature of the archives, the commission have refrained 
from entering those fields. In Connecticut a commission of 
public records has also been organized, and made its first 
report in December, 1900. As this report dealt mainly with 
local records, the adjunct member for the State, who is also 
a member of the Connecticut commission, confined his report 
to the Public Archives Commission mainly to matters not 
covered by the State report. 

The ten State reports which follow are the first fruits of 
the work of the commission, so far as the investigation of 
State records is concerned. With the exception of the 
report on the public records of New York, they are intended 
to present the results of a preliminary survey of the docu- 
mentary material in the States with which they respectively 
deal, in so far as such material has not already been cata- 
logued or otherwise reported on. They are accordingly not 
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to be considered as in any sense attempts to say the final 
word on the subject, but only as efforts to give, in concise 
and systematic form, the results of a general examination of 
the papers, with a view to determining their general char- 
acter, and particularly their arrangement and condition. 
With more time at command, and with the aid of a large 
amount of money to pay for clerical service, it would doubt- 
less have been possible to give to all of these reports greater 
completeness in detail, and consequently a nearer approach 
to finality, but neither of these conditions, unfortunately, 
existed. Unexpected difficulties which have developed in 
the different States, and particularly the large amount of 
additional labor incident either to the discovery of excep- 
tionally large collections of archives in some departments or 
to the confused state of the papers themselves, have made 
it impracticable to conform, in all respects, to the indica- 
tions of the circular of instructions, and, accordingly, the 
reports do not cover all of the points which it was hoped might 
be covered when the circular was issued. It has been 
thought best, however, for the reasons already stated, to 
publish these reports as they stand, as the best possible aid 
to a due appreciation of the large undertaking devolved 
upon the commission, and the exceedingly difficult nature of 
the material with which its representatives have had to deal. 
To catalogue this enormous mass of official documents would 
be, under the most favorable circumstances, a herculean 
task, and one which the commission feel assured is likely to 
remain quite beyond its powers or resources; but it is con- 
fidently hoped that the publication of the results of these 
preliminary surveys will contribute something to arouse in- 
terest on the part of the States themselves in a more rational 
treatment of their valuable papers, and thereby contribute 
somewhat to making the records more available for students 
and the public. 

The report on Massachusetts was prepared by Mr. An- 
drew McFarland Davis, that on Connecticut by Mr. Albert 
C. Bates, that on North Carolina by Prof. J. S. Bassett, that 
on Michigan by Mr. Harlow S. Person, that on Indiana by 
Prof. James A. Woodburn, that on Wisconsin by Dr. Orin 
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G. Libby, and that on Iowa by Prof. Benjamin F. Sham- 
baugh. The Pennsylvania report was prepared by Dr. Her- 
man V. Ames and Dr. Lewis S. Shimmell. The preparation 
of a report on Nebraska was undertaken by Professor Cald- 
well, who assumed the duties of adjunct member for that 
State pending the selection of some other person.^ 

The report on the public records of New York, prepared 
by Prof. H. L. Osgood,* calls for special mention. Prefer- 
ring not to confine himself to the limits of a tentative report, 
Professor Osgood has gone over the entire body of official 
records at Albany and those of the numerous jurisdictions 
now included in the Greater New York, together with the 
archives of Onondaga County. So far as the members of 
the commission are aware, no such thorough and painstaking 
work has ever been undertaken for the archives of any State, 
and the information which the report contains is not only of 
marked value for students of American history, but affords 
as well a striking illustration of the necessity of a more 
orderly and scientific treatment of these valuable records by 
the State itself. 

While reports from other States than those here mentioned 
are not as yet in shape for publication, a number are in active 
preparation. In Rhode Island the transfer of the records to 
the new capitol building at Providence has rendered the 
papers, for the time being, inaccessible, but it is hoped that 
they may become available in the course of the next year. 
Reports on the archives of Ohio, Texas, and Oregon are in 
a forward state, and more extended reports from Indiana 
and Nebraska are in preparation. 

Besides the organization of its staff and the preparation of 
its reports, another matter of importance has claimed a large 
share of the thought and time of the commission. Shortly 
after the organization of the commission, Hon. J. William 
Stokes, member of Congress from the Seventh South Caro- 
lina district, brought to the attention of the commission a 
proposition which he had had in mind to enlist the aid of the 

1 Since this report was written Mr. A. E. Sheldon has been appointed adjunct mem- 
ber for Nebraska. 

• Professor Osgood has since become a member of the commission in place of Prof. 
James H. Bobinson, resigned. 
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National Government in the investigation and publication of 
early State records. An extensive correspondence with Mr, 
Stokes and the members of the council of the association, in 
which the vaHous aspects of the matter were fully discussed, 
ensued, resulting in the introduction by Mr. Stokes, April 
26, 1900, of a bill calling upon the American Historical As- 
sociation to investigate the character and condition of the 
public records of the several States and Territories and of 
the United States, and to report to Congress the results of 
such investigation, and, further, appropriating $5,000 for the 
expenses of the undertaking. An identical bill passed the 
Senate May 12. In the House of Representatives the bill 
was referred to the Committee on the Library, who gave a 
public hearing on it May 21, at which the chairman of the 
Public Archives Commission, Mr. A. Howard Clark, assist- 
ant secretary of the association, Dr. Herbert Friedenwald, 
of the Historical Manuscripts Commission, and others, ap- 
peared before the committee at Washington on its behalf. 
The bill was favorably reported by the committee May 26. 
The report, based on memoranda furnished by the commis- 
sion, was as follows: 

[House Report No. 1767. Fif tynsixth Congress, first session.] 

PERPETUATION AND PRESERVATION OP THE ARCHIVES AND PUBLIC RECORDS 
OP THE SEVERAL STATES AND TERRITORIES, AND OP THE UNITED STATES. 

The Committee on the Library, to whom was referred House bill 
11429, respectfully report: 

This bill (H. R. 11429) calls upon the American Historical Association 
to investigate the character and condition of the archives and public 
records of the several States and Territories, and of the United States, 
and to report to Congress the results of such investigation, together with 
the recommendation of such legislation as may seem appropriate in the 
premises. For defraying the necessary expenses involved in such inves- 
tigation the bill appropriates the sum of $5,000. It is further provided 
that no member of the American Historical Association shall receive 
any compensation for his services in connection with the said investiga- 
tion and report other than the reimbursement of necessary expenses, 
including clerical assistance, actually incurred. 

The subject to which the bill before the committee relates is not now 
for the first time brought to the attention of Congress. The necessity 
of making adequate provision for the preservation of the public records, 
not only of the United States, but also of the several States, has been 
more than once emphasized and the action of Congress solicited in that 
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behalf. Thus for, however, Congress has not taken the affirmative 
action necessary to bring about the result desired. In 1887 a commis- 
sion, composed of the Secretary of State, the Librarian of Congress, and 
the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, and their successors in 
office, was appointed (sundry civil act, approved March 3, 1887) and 
directed to report to Congress the character of the historical and other 
manuscripts belonging to the National Government, and the method 
and policy to be pursued in editing and publishing the same, or any of 
them. It does not appear, however, that this commission ever met, 
and the report contemplated by Congress was, in consequence, never 
submitted. 

In 1894 the military records in tiie various Executive Departments 
relating to the* field operations during the Revolutionary war and the 
war of 1812 were ordered to be transferred to the custody of the Secre- 
tary of War, and the indexing of these invaluable papers has since been 
successfully carried through. By the same act the Secretary of State 
was directed (sundry civil act, approved August 18, 1894) to cause the 
Bevolutionary archives in his Department to be examined, and to report 
to Congress what portions of them were worthy of publication, the num- 
ber of printed volumes they would make, and the estimated cost of edit- 
ing and publishing the same. In response to this direction the Secretary 
of State recommended that the documents in question be printed in 50 
volumes, and estimated the cost at $100,750. This important work has 
not yet received the favorable consideration of Congress. 

A cursory examination of the condition of the national archives at 
Washington, the investigation of which is contemplated by the bill 
before us, has convinced your committee that the improvement of the 
conditions which have for a long time prevailed ought no longer to be 
delayed. Documents of the utmost legal importance, affecting personal 
and governmental interests of great magnitude, are scattered about 
among the different Executive Departments and bureaus, and are often 
stored imder conditions which not only make access to them difficult, 
but also open the way to the mutilation or loss of the documents them- 
selves. With the exception of military and naval records, no sufficient 
provision has yet been made by law for preserving this material or for 
making it available to those having a right to use it. Moreover, records 
relating to the same general subject are in some cases divided between 
two or more custodians, while important portions of valuable papers are 
not infrequently found to have disappeared altogether or to be in the 
possession of some individual or society in another part of the country. 
Where one would naturally expect system and unity there too often 
prevails, as there has long prevailed, much diversity. 

Your committee feel that they do not state the case too strongly in 
saying that at present no lawyer or historical student desiring to consult 
the archives of the National Government can feel in advance any assur- 
ance that the papers to which he wishes access are to be found in the 
place in Washington where they would naturally be supposed to be, or 
even that they are actually in the possession of tiie United States at all. 
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Only by long and detailed correspondence, or by coming to the national 
capital and making the rounds of the different departments and deposi- 
tories, can the material in question commonly be got at; and even after 
this expenditure of time and money and labor the documents sought 
may turn out to have been lost or the custody of them have become 
vested in somebody else. 

There are not lacking illustrations of the impairment, loss, or dispersion 
of national records which have resulted from the lack of suitable pro- 
vision for their arrangement and safe-keeping. Until very lately great 
quantities of manuscripts have been stored in various parts of the Capi- 
tol building, without order or system, exposed to the ravages of mice, 
dirt, and dampness, and subject to mutilation or even theft by interested 
persons. Fortunately for the interests of the Government, these impor- 
tant papers have now been committed to the custody of the Library of 
of Congress, where they will in the course of time be cleaned, catalogued, 
and suitably preserved; but there appears to be good reason for thinking 
that an examination of the papers will show that the files are now far 
from complete. 

It is a matter of common observation, also, that manuscripts of official 
documents, especially those of the years prior to 1861, are constantly 
appearing at auction sales in the large cities, and are being bought by 
libraries, historical societies, and individuals, and scattered in this way 
about the country. The United States has itself bought, at a cost of 
many thousands of dollars, various collections of papers, many of which 
were of an ofl&cial and public character. 

The committee are clear that such conditions are discreditable, and 
ought no longer to exist. No country in the world has, relatively, such 
extensive documentary material for its history as is possessed by the 
United States. In no country can the lawyer or the historian feel so 
sure that the data which he desires is actually in existence, if only he 
can find where it is now kept. 

There can be no need of argument to show that the legal and histor- 
ical papers of the United States should no longer be scattered about 
among a number of bureaus which, for the time being, happen to have 
the custody of them, or held under conditions which make possible im- 
pairment or loss, and made available for use only to such extent as the 
courtesy and devotion of the custodians, unaided by suitable appropria- 
tions, succeed in achieving. There should certaiiJy be some place at 
the national capital where the records of the National Government can 
assuredly be found, where they can be dealt with in a manner befitting 
their inestimable importance, and where those persons who have occa- 
sion to consult them can be provided with suitable facilities and be 
assured that they have before them all the material that there is on the 
particular subject in hand. 

The conditions which prevail in the several States are, as a whole, 
even more unsatisfactory than those which characterize the archives of 
the United States. With a few exceptions the disadvantages which exist 
in the one field exist also in the other. Hardly any State possesses at 
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present complete files, either in manuscript or in print, of its own records. 
Some of the records appear never to have been systematically preserved. 
Some have been lost. Some are in the possession of other States or of 
the National Government. Large portions still exist in manuscript only, 
while others, the originals of which have disappeared, are in printed 
volumes now scarce and virtually impossible of replacement. 

Many New Hampshire documents, noted as lacking in the official edi- 
tion of the State Papers, are in the Library of Congress, having been 
acquired when the library of Peter Force was purchased, in 1867. 

Many early Maryland documents seem to have disappeared in connec- 
tion with the researches of Scharf, the historian of the State. The 
notable collections of Peter Force and Joseph Sparks appear, however, 
to have been enriched in the same way. Many of the Maryland papers 
are now in the Library of Congress. 

The vicissitudes which the archives of Virginia have undergone illus- 
trate the way in which State archives disappear, afterwards coming to 
light in another jurisdiction. Jefferson, appreciating their value to the 
State and to the United States, collected all the early legal and other 
documents that he could find. These formed the basis of the first and 
part of the second volume of Hening's Statutes at Large. When Jeffer- 
son sold his library to Congress, in 1815, many of his manuscripts came 
along with the other books; but he retained some of them, and when, 
in 1829, his second library was sold at auction in Washington, these 
invaluable manuscripts were also disposed of. By good fortune they 
eventually found their way to the Library of Congress. Among these 
papers were the records of the Virginia Company of London, 1619-1624, 
and the minutes of the proceedings of the Virginia council from 1622 to 
1627. 

Many of the early official records of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia are in the English Public Records Office, London. Those 
of Georgia have not yet been transcribed or calendared. 

The archives of Ohio are in a very confused condition, with many 
gaps in the files, due in part to the burning of the old statehouse in the 
early part of the century. 

A typical case of the loss of important records through ignorance and 
carelessness is found in Nebraska. Some time since the janitors at the 
capitol, in the course of their cleaning, found a box of manuscripts, and 
concluding that they were of no value, burned them. As near as can 
be made out, the entire records of the constitutional convention of 1875 
went up in smoke. 

The Spanish records of the Southwest, while largely collected at Santa 
Fe, are still, in many cases, scattered among the towns of New Mexico 
and Arizona, while many have passed into private hands. The impor- 
tance of these papers will readily occur to anyone who remembers the 
millions of dollars involved in land-grant suits before the United States 
courts, the decision of which has turned upon the possession of docu- 
mentary evidence of the kind we are considering. 
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The archives of California are scattered throughout the State, impor- 
tant portions of them being in the charge of local custodians. 

The commissioners' court of Bexar County, Tex. , recently acquired a 
great mass of records, many of them in French and Spanish, and aggre- 
gating between 300,000 and 400,000 pages. These papers, which are 
now in the custody of the University of Texas, are of great importance 
for the early history of the State, and its relations to Louisiana while 
that region was under French control, and later to the United States. 

The public records in the possession of the State of Louisiana are very 
defective, fire having destroyed the State capitol building at least once 
since 1847. Many of the most important printed papers are now to be 
found in the State and Howard libraries at New Orleans. 

The records of Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas 
contain large quantities of French and Spanish papers, few of which 
have yet been translated, and most of which exist only in manuscript. 
These papers are of special importance in cases involving title to land. 

Taking the States as a whole, the original thirteen States have been 
most active in collecting and preserving their early records; but, as has 
been shown, the results are still very far from complete. The Southern 
States have done relatively much less than the others in this directipn, 
while the Central and Western States, with some exceptions, seem not 
always to have realized the importance of their documentary material, 
and, in consequence, not to have taken sufficient pains to preserve it 
and make it available for future needs. 

In the matter of publishing State records, particularly those of earlier 
date, the committee find that, while praiseworthy efforts have been 
made in this direction and considerable sums of money have been 
expended, the results have not always been all that could be desired. 
A cursory examination is sufficient to show that the work has been 
carried on under the most diverse theories as to the way in which legal 
and historical papers ought to be edited. Some important early records, 
for example, have been published in summary or extract only, although 
it is obvious that no editor, however learned, can forecast the future 
sufficiently to tell what documents or parts of documents later investi- 
gators will need to use. The records of North Carolina, now in course 
of publication, and likely to extend to nearly 20 volumes, are thus* far 
without either table of contents or index, and, although a comprehensive 
index to the series is promised, the volumes thus far published are 
practically useless until the index volume shall appear. 

Some editors have assumed to modernize the older documents, or to 
correct what they assumed to be errors in the text; others have printed 
the documents verbatim, even to the extent of reproducing the archaic 
typography. Some have equipped their editions with valuable notes, 
thus greatly facilitating their use; others have provided no helps of any 
kind, but have left the reader to work his way through the difficulties 
as best he could. Records in languages other than English have some- 
times been reprinted in translation, unaccompanied by a reprint of the 
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original by which the accuracy of the translation could be tested. In 
numerous cases reprints, otherwise of the utmost usefulness, have been 
issued without the seal of official authentication, and, consequently, are 
not free from question when introduced in court proceedings. 

What has been said regarding the desirability of access to the records 
of the National Government in Washington seems to your committee to 
apply with almost equal force to the records of the States. It does not 
appear that sets of the published records of the several States are now 
available in Washington, or can be consulted here by members of Con- 
gress and others having occasion to make use of them. While partial 
sets of more recent State documents are to be found in the Library of 
Congress, and statutes and judicial decisions commonly find place in 
various law libraries, anything like a file of printed State or Territorial 
archives is not, so far as we know, to be had. Hardly a day passes in 
which some member of Congress has not need of examining material of 
this character, but he can not be sure of finding it in Washington, and 
must spend time and money in obtaining it from a distance, if, indeed, 
he is so fortunate as to be able to obtain it at all. 

Your committee think that there should be at the capital of the United 
States, either in the Library of Congress or in some other depository, 
copies of the official publications of the States and Territories as well as 
of the United States. Every member of Congress, every head of a 
department or bureau, every lawyer, and every historical investigator 
ought to be assured that at the capital of the nation he can find either 
the originals or authenticated copies of such documentary material 
relating to the history of the United States as he may wish to use, and 
that it is no longer necessary for him to write to official after official, 
and take long and expensive journeys from State to State, in an uncertain 
search for the particular archives he may need to consult. 

The committee do not, of course, assume that the United States can 
exercise any direct authority over the custody or publication of State 
records, nor do they feel that any wholesale publication of State rec- 
ords by the United States would be advisable. Neither of these points 
is contemplated in the bill before us. The committee are confident, 
however, that to give national sanction to such an undertaking as is 
here proposed would be the surest way to secure the cooperation of cus- 
todians and archivists in every State, and that it would contribute 
powerfully to substitute order and system for the confusion and lack of 
unity which now prevail. 

The committee feel, further, that while the importance of having both 
State and national records easily accessible in Washington is very great, 
and the matter one to which Congress should give immediate attention, 
definite action in that direction would be inadvisable without a prelimi- 
nary examination of the material to be dealt with, and an indication, 
based upon the results of such examination, of the course of procedure 
proper to be taken. What the situation needs is not spasmodic or 
irregular treatment, but adherence to a comprehensive and well-ordered 
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plan based upon a detailed exhibit of the conditions to be dealt with. 
The committee think, therefore, that a preliminary investigation such 
as is here contemplated is the proper step first to be taken. 

The bill designates the American Historical Association as the agency 
through which this preliminary investigation shall be conducted. The 
American Historical Association was incorporated by an act of Congress 
approved January 4, 1889, has its principal office at Washington, and 
transmits an annual report to Congress through the Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution. It seems to your committee appropriate that 
an undertaking of this character, demanding as it does expert legal and 
historical knowledge and familiarity with the use of manuscripts and 
documents, should be intrusted to such a body. While, however, the 
committee have official assurance that the American Historical Asso- 
ciation is prepared to undertake the work in case Congress sees fit to 
devolve the work upon it, they think it proper to state that the bill now 
in question did not originate with the association. 

The association is not approaching Congress with a request for a grant 
of public money to aid in carrying on some work of its own more or 
less closely related to the public welfare. On the contrary, the only 
connection of the association with the measure is that of a great national 
learned society which is willing to place its resources at the disposal of 
the National Government for the performance of an important service, 
if Congress will reimburse its necessary expenses to the small amount 
stated in the bill. 

For the various reasons herein stated your committee are of the opin- 
ion that the work contemplated by this bill is one which it is the duty 
of Congress to take up ; and they accordingly report the bill with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill had the assurance of considerable support in the 
House, but the lateness of its introduction, together with 
the inevitable pressure of business during the closing days 
of the session, prevented further consideration of it. No 
further action had been taken with regard to the bill up to 
the, date of this report. 

The vote of the association creating the commission seems 
to include within the field assigned to that body the records 
of the United States as well as those of the several States, 
and the commission has so interpreted the vote from the 
beginning. The proper attitude which such a body as the 
commission should assume toward the custody and adminis- 
ti'ation of official records at Washington, however, has not 
been easy to determine, and no steps have been taken in this 
direction beyond some tentative inquiries as to the condi- 
tions prevailing at the national capital, and such expressions 
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of willingness to be of service in connection with them as 
were involved in advocacy of the Stokes bill. That the con- 
dition of large portions of the archives at Washington is far 
from satisfactory, and that the facilities provided for stu- 
dents, notwithstanding the personal courtesy and readiness 
of officials, are wholly inadequate, has long been matter of 
common knowledge to those who have had occasion to consult 
the national files. On the other hand, the preferences and 
needs of the several Executive Departments and bureaus, 
and certain practical difficulties in the way of collecting all 
the archives in a central repository, have thus far stood in 
the way of any scheme of general and systematic treatment. 
The commission has been the less able to give its attention 
to this part of the field because of the large amount of work 
devolved upon it in the organization of its staff and the con- 
duct of the preliminary investigation of the records of the 
States. The matter is under active consideration, however, 
and is likely to be made the subject of further report. 

For somewhat similar reasons, the vast field of local records 
has not been touched upon, save in the report herewith pre- 
sented on the archives of New York. How far it will be 
possible to go in this direction can not very well be deter- 
mined at this stage, but with the examination of the records 
of the States well in hand it is hoped that opportunity may 
offer to deal with the records of some of the more important 
municipalities in the different sections of the country. 
While the publication of local records has gone on with 
great rapidity in the older States of the North and East, the 
large and important field of the South, the Southwest, and 
the Pacific coast has been as yet comparatively little worked, 
and plans are already partially made for dealing with some 
of the more important local collections in these sections. 
It is obvious, however, that the volume of correspondence 
made necessary by the attempt to direct the work of research 
in so many different quarters is likely to render it impossi- 
ble for the commission to go very far in the domain of local 
records until the amount of money available for its support 
can be considerably increased. 

The information gathered by the commission through its 
adjunct members has served to make clearer — what was 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



24 AMEBIOAN HI8T0RI0AL ASSOCIATION, 

already clear enough — the imperative necessity of a more 
rational and scientific treatment of documentary material in 
the United States. It may be doubted if in any country in 
the world archives of relatively so much value are so lightly 
regarded or so carelessly kept. The commission have not 
felt, however, that it would be proper for them, at least at 
this stage, to elaborate a specific and detailed plan for pub- 
lic record keeping, with the thought of giving to the plan 
universal application. So long as conditions present few 
points of similarity in any two States, it is hardly practicable 
to formulate a scheme which shall take account of any con- 
siderable number of them, while the proverbial reluctance 
of American commonwealths to profit by example makes it 
unsafe to assume that a scheme that has met approval in one 
State will, because of that fact, be favorably received in 
another. The commission have accordingly refrained, in the 
present report, from making specific suggestions as to the 
way in which public records should be administered, pre- 
ferring to confine themselves to a statement, as clear and 
full as time and circumstances would permit, of the condi- 
tions actually prevailing in public repositories. They have, 
however, lent their active support, so far as the proprieties 
of the situation allowed, to every movement which has come 
to their notice having for its object the creation of State 
record commissions, State archivists, and the like, and they 
are glad to report that in a number of States the sentiment 
in favor of some form of central administration and super- 
vision seems to be on the increase. In Indiana the adjunct 
member of the commission. Professor Woodburn, has asso- 
ciated with him Judge Daniel Wait Howe and Mr. Jacob 
Dunn, of Indianapolis; Mr. W. E. Henry, State librarian; 
Prof. Cyrus Hodgin, of Earlham College, and Prof. W. A. 
Rawles, of Indiana University, with the object of working 
in cooperation with the Indiana Historical Society and the 
historical section of the State Teachers' Association, to en- 
courage the preservation of public records and local histor- 
ical material and memorials. It is hoped that, with further 
organization of the staff of the commission, similar cooper- 
ation may be secured in other States, and in this way a 
nucleus formed for the systematic furtherance of improved 
methods of public record keeping. 
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The commission realize that the report herewith presented 
is at best only a fragment, and that a considerable period 
must elapse before anything like a thorough examination of 
either national, State, or local archives can be completed. 
In so far as the present report is preliminary, they can not 
too earnestl}'^ hope that it may be speedily superseded hy 
something much more exhaustive and detailed. If, how- 
ever, such partial revelations as are here made of the wealth 
of historical material now hidden away, often amid most 
untoward conditions, in State repositories, and practically 
inaccessible to all save the most persistent investigators, 
shall arouse a greater degree of interest in the care and 
preservation of the material itself, they will feel that their 
labor has been profitably spent. 
Respectfully submitted. 

William MacDonald. 

James Harvey Robinson. 

Howard W. Caldwell. 

Lester G. Bugbee. 
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Information as to the '* public archives" of Connecticut 
which are already in print is so fully set forth in Mr. R. R. 
Bowker's "State Publications," Part I, that but little re- 
mains to be said upon the subject. A careful study of that 
publication will give an insight into the wealth of historical 
and statistical material relating to the colony and State of 
Connecticut which has already been made easily accessible 
to the student in print. Mr. Bowker's work is for the most 
part very complete, only a few minor and miscellaneous 
reports being omitted. In addition to what is given by Mr. 
Bowker, the early editions of the laws are more fully de- 
scribed in A. C. Bates's "Connecticut Statute Laws: A bib- 
liographical list of editions of Connecticut laws, from the 
earliest editions to 1836;" Hartford, 1900. 

It may be noted that the original documents from which 
these various archives have been printed are almost without 
exception in the custody of the various departments, bu- 
reaus, or offices from which the publications themselves 
emanate. In the same custody also are the manuscript 
records, files, and miscellaneous documents from which the 
archives as printed have been compiled, and the various 
papers which, from the nature of these departments, would 
there accumulate. These original documents, particularly 
during recent years, are too numerous and of too varied a 
character to be considered in detail at the present time, but 
an idea of their general nature can be gained by an exam- 
ination of the printed reports. 

The early utiprinted archives of Connecticut are chiefly in 

iFor references to other accounts of the archives of Connecticut see the ''List of 
printed indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories of historical man. 
uscript," in the First Report of the H.iLiorical Manuscripts Commission (Report of the 
American Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, pp. 489, 502.) 
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three depaiiiments in the eapitol at Hartford — the secretary's 
office, the State library, and the comptroller's office. A sum- 
mary of these archives follows: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Land records. 

Vol. 1, 1640-1653. 
Vol. 2, 1646-1673. 

These two volumes are composed for the most part of rec- 
ords of deeds of land already recorded in various towns and 
copied here from the town records under a law of that time. 
Colony record of deeds. Vol. 3 (or D), 1671-1705. 

Also contains patents of towns. 
Colony record of deeds and patents. Vol. 3, 1723, 1724. 
Blister of transfers, 1795-1807. ( Deeds. ) 
State records for deeds and patents of lands. Vol. 5, 1795-1846. 
Colonial records of New England (records of the Commissioners of the 
United Colonies). 3 vols. 1643-1670, 1664-1702, 1659-1701. 

The material in these is probably all in print in volumes 9-10 of the Plym- 
outh Colony records, except 139 pages containing the record of , the Court of 
Assistants in the volume 1659-1701. 
Western Reserve (Ohio) deeds. 1800-1807. 
Connecticut Land Company, register of certificates. (Western Reserve 

lands. ) 
Connecticut Land Company, mortgages of scrip. 1696-1800. ( Western 
Reserve lands. ) 

For other volumes of records in this office see the ' ' Report 
of the secretary of state and State librarian to the general 
assembly on ancient court records," Hartford, 1889. 

In the storeroom connected with the secretary's office are 
a series of metal file boxes containing the papers of the gen- 
eral assemblies, arranged chronologically from 1717 to the 
present time. They occupy 300 cases, each containing an 
average of perhaps 150 papers. It was from this series of 
filed papers that most of the documents now mounted in the 
series of volumes in the State library were selected. No 
doubt much that is of interest still remains in these files, but 
they are not easily accessible. 

STATE LIBRARY. 

Unless otherwise noted, the documents below are mounted 
in large bound folio volumes, varying from 100 to 500 doc- 
uments in each volume. Their titles, as here given from 
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the backs of the volumes, seem sufficiently descriptive of 
their contents: 

Militia: 

Vol. 1, 1678-1729. 

Vol. 2, 1730-1740. 

Vol. 3, 1740-1746. 

Vol. 4, 1747-1752. 

Vol. 5, 1752-1757. 
War: 

Vol. 1, with the Indians, 1675 and 1676. 

Vol. 2, with the French and Indians, 1688-1694. 

Vol. 3, with the French and Indians, 1695-1713, 1722-1725. 

Vol. 4, with Spain, 1740-1742; with Fraijce, 1744-1749. 

Vol. 5, French war, 1754-1756. 

Vol. 6, French war, 1756-1757. 

Vol. 7, French war, 1757-1758. 

Vol. 8, French war, 1758-1760. 

Vol. 9, French war, 1760-1762. 

Vol. 10, with France and Spain, 1762-1774; agente in England, 1751- 
1775. 
War (Revolutionary): 

Vol. 1, 1775; stamp act, etc., 1764-1767. 

Vol. 2, muster rolls, 1775. 

Vol. 3, soldiers and accounts, 1775. 

Vol. 4, 1776. 

Vol. 5, 1776. 

Vol. 6, soldiers and accounts, 1775-1776. 

Vol. 7, 1777. 

Vol. 8, 1777-1778. 

Vol. 9, vessels, 1776-1778. 

Vol. 10, 1778. 

Vol. 11, soldiers and accounts, 1777-1778.- 

Vol. 12, soldiers and accounts, 1778. 

Vol. 13, 1778-1779. 

Vol. 14, 1779. 

Vol. 15, 1779-1780. 

Vol. 16, pay table; soldiers and accounts, 1779-1780. 

Vol. 17, pay table; soldiers and accounts, 1780-1781. 

Vol. 18, 1780. 

Vol. 19, 1780. 

Vol. 20, 1780-1781. 

Vol. 21, 1781. 

Vol. 22, 1782. 

Vol. 23, 1782. 

Vol. 24, 1783. 

Vol. 25, pay table; soldiers and accounts, 1781-1783. 

Vol. 26, 1783-1784. 
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War (Revolutionary) — Continued. 

Vol. 27, 1784. 

Vol. 28, 1781-1785. 

Vol. 29, 1785-1786. 

Vol. 30, pay table; continental soldiers, 1777-1783. 

Vol. 31, pay table; miscellaneous; soldiers; vessels; prisoners, etc. 

Vol. 32, pay lable; accounts, 1784-1788. 

Vol. 33, pay table; pay of civil officers, 1777-1788. 

Vol. 34, pay table; confiscated estates, 1780-1788. 

Vol. 35, pay table; commissaries' accounts. [No date.] 

Vol. 36, 1787-1788. 

Vol. 37, 1789; slaves, 1764-1789. 
Indians: 

Vol. 1, 1647-1745. 

Vol. 2, 174^1789. 
Private controversies: 

Vol. 1, before 1682. 

Vol. 2, 1682-1684. 

Vol. 3, 1685-1687. 

Vol. 4, 1689-1696. 

Vol. 5, 1697-1701. 

Vol. 6, 1702-1716. 
Ecclesiastical: 

Vol. 1, 1659-1715. 

Vol. 2, to 1727. 

Vol. 3, to 1733. 

Vol. 4, to 1736. 

Vol. 5, to 1739. 

Vol. 6, to 1745. 

Vol. 7, to 1748. 

Vol. 8, to 1752. 

Vol. 9, to 1756. 

Vol. 10, to 1759. 

Vol. 11, to 1761. 

Vol. 12, to 1769. 

Vol. 13, to 1773. 

Vol. 14, to 1784. 

Vol. 15, to 1789. 
Finance and currency: 

Vol. 1, 1677-1724. 

Vol. 2, 1725-1737. 

Vol. 3, 1738-1753. 

Vol. 4, 1754-1763. 

Vol. 5, 1764-1787. 
Finances: 

Vol. 1, treasurers* accounts, 1709-1736. 

Vol. -2, treasurers' accounts, 1737-1752. 
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Towns and lands: 

Vol. 1, before 1696. , 

Vol. 2, to 1713. 

Vol. 3, to 1723. 

Vol. 4, to 1727. 

Vol. 5, to 1730. 

Vol. 6, to 1738. 

Vol. 7, to 1748. 

Vol. 8, to 1762. 

Vol. 9, to 1786. 

Vol. 10, to 1790; five cities, 1784. 
Susquehannah settlers. Vol. 1, 1755-1796; Western lands, 1783-1789. 
Foreign correspondence: 

Vol. 1, with the British Government, 1663-1748. 

Vol. 2, with colonial agents, 1661-1732. 
Colonial boundaries: 

Vol. 1, Rhode Island, 1662-1742. 

Vol. 2, New York, 1662-1731. 

Vol. 3, Massachusetts, 1670-1827 
Trade and marine affairs: 

Vol. 1, 1668-1751. 

Vol. 2, 1752-1789. 
Travel: 

Vol. 1, highways, ferries, bridcjes, 1700-1750. 

Vol. 2, highways, ferries, bridges, 1751-1769. 

Vol. 3, highways, ferries, bridges, 1770-1788. Taverns. 
Industry: 

Vol. 1, agriculture, manufactures, fisheries, mines, 1708-1763. 

Vol. 2, agriculture, manufactures, fisheries, 1764-1789. 
Colleges and schools: 

Vol. 1, 1661-1762. 

Vol. 2, bills, laws, etc., 1763-1789. 
Civil officers, etc. : 

Vol. 1, appointments, general assembly, courts, etc., 1669-1724. 

Vol. 2, appointments, general assembly, courts, etc., 1725-1741. 

Vol. 3, appointments, general assembly, courts, etc., 1742-1754. 
Court papers. Vol. 1, 1700-1705. 
Crimes and misdemeanors: 

Vol. 1, 1663-1706. 

Vol. 2, 1707-1724. 

Vol. 3, 1724-1736; divorces, 1664-1732. 

Vol. 4, 1737-1755. 

Vol. 5, 1756-1773. 

Vol. 6, 1774-1788; Newgate. 
Lotteries and divorces. Vol. 1, 1755-1789. 
Insolvent debtors. Vol. 1, 1762-1787. 
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Miscellaneous: 

Vol. 1, Governor Andros; Connecticut and New Haven; commis- 

eioners; appeals to England, etc. 
Vol. 2, slaves; houses burnt; smallpox; inquests, briefs, etc. 
Vol. 3, houses burnt; New Haven statehouse; counties; sheriffs, etc. 
Letters (10) to and from Governor Joseph Talcott, 1736-1739. 
Revolutionary war rolls (83) in large folio volume. 
Pay and muster rolls, First, Second, Third, and Fourth regiments, 
1755-1761. 

(About 216, unbound.) 
Account book of John Talcott, for many years treasurer of the colony, 

1673-1712.1 
Packages of transcripts from records of towns relating to the war of the 
Revolution. 

Made and deposited in the library under a law passed in 1895. 
Copies of early records of towns: 
Farmington town votes, 1660-1699. 
Greenwich town records, 1640-1699. 
Guilford town records, to 1700. 
Hartford town votes, 1635-1716. 

Printed as Collections Of Connecticut Historical Society, Vol. 6. Hartford, 
1897. 
New Haven town records, 1649-1662. 
New London court records, 1661-1667. 
Say brook land records, before 1700. 
Stamford town records, 1641-1699. 

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER. 

This office, created in 1786, superseded the Committee of 
the Pay Table, which was originally established to adjust 
accounts of expenses relating to the war of the Revolution. 

Pay-table journals. Vols. 1-6, 1775-1795. 

Eay-table ledgers. Vols. A, B, C, E. 

Pay-table, sick bills, 1775-1776. 

Certificates des invalides. Book 1, 1787. 

Volume of accoimts with different regiments during the Revolutionary 

war. 
Connecticut Line. Vols. 1, 2, accounts with individual soldiers of each 

regiment (Revolution). 
Accounts with different companies during the Revolution; also accounts 

with the United States during the same i)eriod. In same volume 

is Census of Connecticut, 1756, 1774, 1782, 1790, 1800, 1810, 1820. 
Individual accounts for Revolutionary service ( copy ) . Lettered * * Ledger. ' ' 
Certificates and accounts for half pay. 
Army accounts with individuals. Vols. 1-6, 1780-1783. 



1 Talcott died inlaws. 
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Accounts with the United States pertaining to the Revolution; 6 thin 
volumes. 

Copies of Connecticut pay rolls during the Revolution; two large folio 
volumes, about 76 pages each. 

Possibly copies from originals in Washington. 

Accounts, Revolutionary service and with the United States, marked 
^'Haskeirs Receipts." 

Copies of pension certificates, 2 volumes. 

Miscellaneous; 25 thin unbound folio volumes, chiefly of the Revolu- 
tionary period, containing individual accounts, pay-table accounts, 
accounts with the United States, etc. 

Comptroller's accounts. Ledger B, 1791-1797; containing also accounts 
with coast guards, 1776-1777. 

Revolutionary pay rolls; about 40, unbound. 

Abstract of payments made to regiments during the war of 1812. 

Report of Samuel Ingham, agent for the prosecution of the claim of 
Connecticut against the United States for militia services during 
the last war, to His Excellency William W. Ellsworth, governor 
of the State, December, 1838. 

Army accounts, 1755-1758 (treasurer's book?). 

In the storeroom connected with the coniptroUer's office 
are many volumes of accounts which seem to be of little 
value or interest. There are also the files, which are of 
great interest, but which, unfortunately, are now so situated 
as to be practically inaccessible, the papers being for the 
most part tied into bundles, wrapped in brown paper, and 
packed solidly into cases. The following notes will show in 
a general way of what these files consist: 

Comptroller's office files, 1785-1800, 30 bundles, perhaps 5,000 papers, 
arranged chronologically. 

Boxes with such labels as: "Files of governor and council, 1788-1792;" 
"Pay-table vouchers, 1780-1788;" "Interest certificates and army 
notes, 1780-1790;" "Miscellaneous papers, 1775-1795," etc.; in 
all 30 boxes, perhaps 500 papers in each box. 

Bundles of papers with such labels as: "Newgate account, 1780-1784;" 
"Supplies to Connecticut Line;" "State vouchers, 1775, 1776;" 
"Pauper account, 1768-1772;" "Town accounts for provisions, 
etc., 1781-1783," etc.; in all 110 bundles, perhaps an average of 
200 papers in each bundle, apparently all before 1800. 

Additional information upon records in the secretary's 
office and in various repositories of records at the county 
seats is given in the '^ Report of the secretary of state and 
state librarian to the general assembly on ancient court 
records," Hartford, 1889. 
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COUNTY RECORDS. 

Connecticut is unlike most of the other States in that, aside 
from the strictly State archives, her archives are widely 
scattered through the State in numerous local repositories. 
There are eight counties, in each of which is a board of 
commissioners. The acts of these commissioners, though 
many and varied, are not for the most part productive of 
archives which are likely to be of special interest to the his- 
torical student 

PROBATE DISTRICTS. 

For the probating of wills and other matters relating to 
the estates of persons deceased, the State is divided into 112 
probate districts, in each of which a court of probate is 
located. Each court is custodian of its own records, and in 
the older districts these records are very important, and, 
with their accompanying files, are quite voluminous. Fur- 
ther information concerning the districts and the dates when 
they were established may be found in the annual report of 
the Connecticut Historical Society for 1897, pages 40-62. 

TOWN RECORDS. 

The towns in the State number 168. Some of these date 
back to the earliest settlement of the colony, others were 
formed later from colony lands in sections previously unset- 
tled, while the more modern towns were formed by the 
division of older and larger ones. Each town is the cus- 
todian of its own archives, including records of all transfers 
of land within its limits, of its official acts and votes, of 
its vital statistics, and of numerous minor records. The 
archives of the towns which were settled at an early date are 
of great historical value, and interest in them, through 
numerous migrations of families, reaches widely beyond the 
limits of the State. In the cities and large towns the town 
records, owing to numerous transfers of land, number as 
many as 200 volumes. The names of the towns, with the 
dates of their incorporation, may be found in the historical 
notes on the probate districts, published in the report of the 
Connecticut Historical Society for 1897, supra. The first 
volume of Hartford Town Votes, 1635-1716, was printed by 
the Connecticut Historical Society in 1897. 

H. Doc. 648, pt 2 3 
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CHURCH RECORDS. 

Until the adoption of the present State constitution, in 
1818, the Congregational doctrine was practically a State 
religion, and the business matters of each church, some 200 
in all, were regulated by ecclesiastical societies, within the 
limits of each of which a church was situated. These socie- 
ties, for matters of strictly local government, were in effect 
subdivisions of towns, and their records, together with the 
church records, contain much important local history. The 
society records since 1818 are of less general interest than 
those of earlier date. 

CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

The cabinet of the Connecticut Historical Society, Hart- 
ford, contains many manuscripts which may properly be 
ranked as public archives. But the line of division between 
public archives and private documents can not always be 
closely drawn, and it is diflScult in many instances, particu- 
larly in the correspondence of some of the colonial govern- 
ors and other officials, to tell where the one ends and the 
other begins. The ''Papers and reports" of the society for 
1893 (pp. 26-30), gives a general list of its manuscript col- 
lections. These collections vary much, both in importance 
and extent, containing from 100 to 500 and in some cases 
1,000 documents each. The Trumbull papers (Jonathan, 
Jonathan, jr., and Joseph) together number from 3,000 to 
4,000; the Wadsworth correspondence, which has been 
largely added to since the above list was printed, upwards 
of 5,000; and the Wolcott papers, some 4,000. There has 
also been recently added to the society's collections the cor- 
respondence of Governor John Cotton Smith, covering the 
period of the war of 1812, some 2,000 letters; also a tran- 
script from the original in the English archives of the Con- 
necticut muster roll, 1746-47, of a regiment raised for a 
proposed expedition against Canada. The society's manu- 
scripts are fairly easy of access and are open for examination 
under reasonable restrictions. They are for the most part 
unbound. A few of them have been printed, as follows: 

Correspondence of Connecticut with the British Government, 1755-1758. 
In the society's *' Collections," vol. 1. 
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Governor and Company of Connecticut and Mohegan Indians, by their 
guardians; copy of proceedings before commissioners of review, 
1743. Printed at London, 1769. 

Correspondence of Governor Joseph Talcott, 1724-1741, chiefly oflficial. 
Printed as volumes 4 and 5 of the society's *' Collections.'' 

Selections from the Wolcott papers; in Gibbs's Memoirs of the Adminis- 
trations of Washington and John Adams. New York, 1846. 
2 vols. 

CONDITION OF RECORDS. 

The archives in the possession of the State are carefully 
cared for and are in good condition. But in many of the 
smaller repositories of records scattered through the State, 
and in the case of record books which have no permanent 
home, but are kept in the possession of a frequently chang- 
ing clerk, the condition of the records is in many instances 
lamentable. Their historical value and importance are fre- 
quently not appreciated by their custodians, and the care 
which they receive is consequently slight. The law directs 
that records shall be kept in fireproof vaults or safes, and 
that they shall be rebound and copied when necessary for 
their preservation; but in the absence of adequate provision 
for enforcing these laws, they are not always effective. 
Fortunately, a slowly awakening interest in the care of rec- 
ords gives promise of improvement in the near future. By 
resolution of June 13, 1899, the general assembly provided 
for the appointment of a commission of public records, of 
three persons, whose duty it should be "to inquire and 
report to the next general assembly the condition of the 
public records of the State, including court, county, town, 
society, and parish records, and to recommend to the gen- 
eral assembly of 1901 the best methods of preserving the 
same from loss or injury." The first report of this com- 
mission, dealing principally with town, probate, and church 
records, was submitted in December, 1900. iThe commis- 
sion recommended — 

1. First, that provision be made by a public act for the appointment 
of a permanent record commissioner or record commission for the State, 
with an appropriation suflficient to secure competent clerical assistance; 
and that the duties of such commissioner or commission should be — 

(a) To compile and publish an accurate list and description of all the 
extant public records in the State. 
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(6) To enforce the observance of existing statutes in regard to public 
records (and notice may be specially made of chapter 163 of the Public 
Acts of 1899, which has thus far received little attention). 

(c) To recommend to the general assembly from time to time such 
action as may seem necessary by way of amendment of these statutes or 
extension of their scope. 

2. Second, that it Ixj referred to some appropriate committee to 
inquire — 

(a) As to the feasibility of providing ft)r an archives department in 
the State capitol, of permitting or requiring the deposit of ancient rec- 
ords there, and of making i)rovi8ion for their preservation and use while 
in the custody of the State. 

(6) As to the relief of smaller towns and probate districts in the mat- 
ter of expense attendant upon the custody of records that concern adja- 
cent towns and districts which have been set off from the former. 

(c) As to the desirability of providing by statute for a minimum salary 
for town clerks. 

All public records throughout the State are supposed to 
be open for the examination of anj^one who may be inter- 
ested in them; and for the most part they are readily acces- 
sible — perhaps too readily for their best good. The only 
important exceptions to this are certain extensive series of 
files, whose great volume precludes their examination until 
the}^ shall be better arranged or indexed. 

The archives required to be regularly printed by State 
authority are so fully listed in Mr. Bowker's work that a 
formal list of them seems unnecessary; and, as previously 
stated, the original documents are almost without exception 
to be found in the offices or departments from which the 
printed reports issue. 
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By act of April 13, 1885, the governor, secretary of state, 
and auditor are made ex officio commissioners of public 
printing. All reports of the various State departments and 
institutions named in the act are required to be published 
biennially, except the reports of the treasurer of State, 
State board of equalization, State board of health, and state- 
house commissioners; the catalogues of the State normal 
schools. State University, and Perdue University; the reports 
of the State board of agriculture, the report of the auditor 
of state, and the reports of penal and benevolent institu- 
tions, all of which are required to be published annually. 
By a later act of 1889, the board of commissioners of public 
printing are required to deliver to the State librarian 150 
copies of every report, document, bulletin, or other publi- 
cation published by the State. These documents are dis- 
tributed by the librarian as follows: One copy to each 
State or Territorial library in the United States, and to 
other libraries in exchange; one copy to each university, 
college, or normal school library in the State; one copy to 
each public library in the State. This provision does not 
apply to the reports of the supreme and appellate courts. 

In general, a law organizing a department or an institu- 
tion requires annual or biennial reports to be submitted by 
the heads thereof. 

Since 1845 the State librarian has been required by law 
to preserve, for the use of the State library, at least ten 
sets of the laws, the senate journal, the house journal, and 
the documentary journal. Owing, however, to the fact 
that the librarians "have, with one accord, violated the law 
until very recently,"^ the State has not now a complete set 
of its own publications. 

1 Letter of Mr. W. E. Henry, State librarian. 

37 
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The documentary journal, while made up of reports from 
institutions and departments, does not contain all of these 
reports. Indeed, its contents are not definitely regulated 
by law, but seem to be determined by the public printer. 
The majority of reports not included in the documentary 
journal have been lost. 

PRINTED ARCmVES. 

There are two catalogues of the State publications: 

1. R. R. Bowker's State Publications, Part II. This 
contains as complete a list as the State authorities can fur- 
nish. 

2. ' ' Catalogue of Indiana official publications," in Indiana 
Historical Society Publications, Vol. II. 

The State library has the full set of official publications, 
lacking a few volumes. Judge Daniel Wait Howe, of 
Indianapolis, has all of the publications mentioned in the 
list of the Indiana Historical Society, except the first three 
or four volumes of horticultural reports and a few of the 
early volumes of the house and senate journals. 

An index to the documentary journal from its beginning, 
in 1835, to and including 1899, prepared under the direction 
of the State librarian, is in press. The publication of this 
index will make the documentary journal for the first time 
readily usable. 
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The public archives of Iowa are not complete for any 
period of the history of the State. While in some cases the 
papers or files have been lost or destroyed, in other cases no 
attempt seems to have been made to keep satisfactory records. 
The neglect, loss, and destruction of documentary material 
may be 'accounted for, in part at least, by the frequent trans- 
fers of the archives from place to place. The seat of gov- 
ernment was first temporarily located at Burlington in 1838. 
It was removed to Iowa City in 1841. Iowa City remained 
the seat of government until 1857, when the public archives 
were removed to the new capital, Des Moines. But changes 
in the seat of government were not the only occasions for 
transferring the archives from place to place. Twice only 
were the papers removed from capital to capital — from Bur- 
lington to Iowa City, and from Iowa City to Des Moines. 
Four times, however, were they carried from capitol to 
capitol — from Old Zion Church, Burlington, to Butler's 
capitol, Iowa City; from Butler's capitol, Iowa City, to the 
old stone capitol, Iowa City (1842); from the old stone cap- 
itol, Iowa City, to the old capitol, Des Moines; and from 
the old capitol, Des Moines, to the present new capitol, Des 
Moines (1883-1885). It is hardly surprising that, with such 
frequent removals, much valuable historical material should 
have disappeared. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Under the organic act of 1838 creating a Territorial gov- 
ernment for Iowa the secretary of the Territory was in 
practice the custodian of a large part of the Territorial 

1 For references to other accounts of the archives of Iowa see the " List of printed 
indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories of historical manu- 
script," in the First Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission (Report of the 
American Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, pp. 494-511.) 
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archives, and a considerable portion of these records are to 
be found in the office of his successor, the secretary of state. 
These documents are preserved in a fireproof vault. Most 
of the papers are filed in small tin boxes, which are properly 
labeled and numbered. Some few are arranged in bundles 
with paper wrappings. No catalogue or list of these papers 
has been published, but there is a typewritten finding-list, 
which is supposed to be complete, for all the documents in 
the office. The manuscript laws of the Territory (1838- 
1846), enrolled in large volumes, are preserved in this office. 
The enrollment is complete for the entire period. With 
them, similarly enrolled, are the journals of the two branches 
of the legislative assembly, the council and the house of 
representatives. The journal of the extra session of the 
legislative assembly held in 1840 is temporarily deposited 
in rooms of the historical department. Through some over- 
sight this journal has never been printed. 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

The office of the governor, located in the capitol at Des 
Moines, contains a fireproof vault in which the records and 
papers of the office are preserved. There is no finding-list 
or index to the documents, the only substitute being an 
alphabetical index to the executive letters, papers, etc. , kept 
in small pocketbooks. These index books date from the 
year 1886, but those for the years 1894-1898, inclusive, have 
not been found. The letters to the governor, reports, com- 
missions, etc., are filed in 1,080 pasteboard cases. The cases 
are insufficiently labeled as regards both date and contents, 
many of thein being marked, simply, '' Miscellaneous." 

The papers include, besides letter books and files, reports 
and miscellaneous papers relating to appointments and 
removals, elections, requisitions and extraditions, vouchers, 
reports from public officers, records of pardons, etc. 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR OF STATE. 

This office, also located in the capitol, contains a large and 
well-equipped fireproof vault on the main floor and another 
in the basement. The vault in the basement is now full, and 
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it is necessary to file many of the documents in an adjoining 
room, which is not fireproof. The vault on the main floor 
is nearly full. The papers and documents in this oflice in- 
crease very rapidly, and some provision must soon be made 
for the overflow if many valuable papers are not to be exposed 
to loss or injury. The collection of archives in this office is 
rich and varied, being next in value and extent to that in 
the office of the secretary of state. A cursory examination 
of the older papers suggests that this office was, in early 
days, a dumping ground for public papers of all sorts. The 
documents are bound up in small packages, which are labeled 
with the date and a general statement of contents. With 
the documents are files of letter copy books, letter books, 
and letters, the letters being bound up in small packages. 
The office does not possess a complete set of the printed 
reports of the department. It is stated that a few years ago 
such volumes of printed reports as were necessary to com- 
plete a private set were taken from the office. There is no 
finding-list of the papers and documents. 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

This office, also located in the capitol, is unprovided with 
a fireproof vault or a safe of any kind. Part of the records 
are kept in the office on the main floor and the remainder in 
the mailing room in the basement. The manuscript records 
consist of letters, reports of county superintendents, opin- 
ions, decisions, records of the board of examiners, and 
records of the board of education. Letters are preserved in 
copy books, substantially bound, and cover the period from 
1848 to the present time. The decisions in appeal cases, 
preserved in well-bound copy books, are more or less com- 
plete from 1848 onward. The original manuscripts of the 
annual reports of the county superintendents are bound and 
preserved in two large volumes for each year. The series 
of these volumes begins with 1873. There is also a com- 
plete set of the printed reports of the superintendent of 
public instruction, but the original manuscripts of the re- 
ports are not preserved. Altogether, there are 175 to 200 
volumes of manuscript records in this office. There is no 
finding-list or index. 
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OFFICE OF THE TREASURER OF STATE. 

The office of the treasurer of state, located in the capitol, 
contains a small fireproof vault and a large safe, but the 
provision thus afforded for the preservation of the records 
is quite inadequate. Papers relating to the Territorial and 
early Commonwealth periods are few. There has been in 
recent years much improvement in the method of copying 
and preserving the records. The office appears to have 
records, more or less complete, from 1840 to the present 
time, the series from 1840 to 1859 being least perfect. Besides 
letters, copy books, boxes of check stubs, etc., the office 
preserves the ledgers and journals showing the receipts and 
expenditures of the State. Comparatively few of the let- 
ters and papers received by the office have been preserved, 
although there are several volumes of such to be found here. 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE SUPREME COURT. 

This office, located in the capitol, has the custody of the 
records of the supreme court. During the Territorial and 
early Commonwealth periods extensive records were not 
kept, but the files as a whole appear to be fairly complete. 
The decisions of the supreme court are preserved in manu- 
script, the older opinions being in the handwriting of the 
judges and the later ones typewritten. The oldest records, 
covering the period from 1838 to 1863, are in a bound volume 
entitled '^ Order Book A," the first indenture being dated 
November 26, 1838. The office also has a series of volumes, 
entitled "Court Records," from 1846 to the present time, 
and a series of "Fee Books" preserved since about 1848. 
The miscellaneous papers, relating to the business of the 
supreme court, are kept in a room in the basement. 

PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF 1897 RELATING TO REPORTS, RECORDS, AND 
PUBLICATIONS. 

The original acts of the general assembly are required to be deposited 
with and kept by the secretary of state. Within fifty days after the 
adjournment of the general assembly the secretary of state is to prepare 
and deliver to the State printer a manuscript or printed copy of all the 
laws, joint resolutions, and memorials passed thereat, arranging the 
same in chapters, with chapter headings and sectional catchwords and 
an index. To this is attached his certificate that the acts, resolutions, 
and memorials therein contained are truly copied from the original 
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rolls, which certificate is presumptive evidence of their correctness. 
The acts are to be printed in p^^^es of the same size, and, as near as 
may be, of the same style, type, and appearance as the official edition 
of the code. The secretary of state also superintends the printing of the 
laws as above directed. In the absence of any other provision, the 
number of copies to be printed and bound and the time within which 
the same shall be completed may be fixed by resolution of each general 
assembly, or, in case no such resolution is passed, are to be determined 
by the executive council. (Code of 1897, sees. 34, 38-40.) 

The governor is to cause a journal to be kept in the executive office, 
in which a record shall be made of each official act as doiie, except that 
if, in cases of emergency, an act is done away from the office, such entry 
shall be made as soon thereafter as may be; and a like military record 
is to be kept of his acts done as commander in chief. (Code, sec. 61.) 

The secretary of state has charge of and keeps all the acts and resolu- 
tions of the territorial legislature and of the general assembly of the 
State, the enrolled copies of the constitutions of the State and all bonds, 
books, records, maps, registers, and papers which now are or may here- 
after be deposited to be kept in his office, including all books, records, 
papers, and property pertaining to the State land office. He also 
receives and preserves in his office all papers transmitted to him in rela- 
tion to the incorporation of cities and towns, or the annexation of terri- 
tory thereto, or the consolidation or abandonment of municipal corpora- 
tions. An alphabetical list of said cities and towns is to be kept in a 
book provided for that purpose, in which shall be entered the name of 
the town or city, the county in which situated, and the date of organi- 
zation. All commissions issued by the governor are to be countersigned 
by the secretary, who is required to register each commission in a book to 
be kept for that purpose, specifying the office, name of officer, date of 
commission, and tenure of office. (Code, sees. 66-68. ) 

The secretary of state is required to report to the governor before each 
regular session of the general assembly an abstract for each year of the 
criminal returns received from the clerks of the several district courts, 
embracing all the facts contained in such returns. (Code, sec. 69.) 

The secretary of state is further directed to compile and publish, 
annually, 15,000 copies of the *'Iowa Official Register, *' to contain his- 
torical, political, and other statistics and facts of general value, but 
nothing of a partisan character. The distribution is as follows: To 
members of the general assembly last elected, 60 copies each; the bal- 
ance to be distributed to the newspapers of the State, to county and 
school officers, school principals, public libraries, colleges, seminaries, 
and State institutions, and other citizens or institutions, either private 
or public, at the discretion of the secretary of state. (Code, sees. 70, 71. ) 

The books and records of the land office are required to be so kept as 
to show and preserve an accurate chain of title from the General Govern- 
ment to the purchaser of each smallest subdivision of land; to preserve 
a permanent record, in books suitably indexed, of all correspondence 
with any of the Departments of the General Government in relation to 
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State lands; to preserve, by proper records, copies of the original lists 
furnished by the selecting agents of the S* te, and of all other papers in 
relation to such lands which are of permanent interest. Separate tract 
books are to be kept for the university lands, saline lands, the half- 
million-acre grant, the sixteenth sections, swamp lands, and such other 
lands as the State now owns or may hereafter own, so that each descrip- 
tion of State lands shall be kept separate from the others, and each set 
of tract books shall be a complete record of all the lands to which they 
relate. The tract books are to be ruled in a manner similar to those used 
in the United States land offices, so as to record each tract by its smallest 
legal subdivisions, its section, township, and range, to whom sold and 
when, the price per acre, to whom patented and when. (Code, sees. 
72-74.) 

The documents and records of the land office are subject to inspection, 
in the presence of the clerk, by parties having an interest therein, and 
certified copies thereof, signed by the secretary, with the seal of his office 
-attached, are to be deemed presumptive evidence of the facts to which 
they relate, and, on request, are to be furnished by him for a reasonable 
compensation. (Code, sec. 75.) 

Patents for lands issue from the land office and are signed by the gov- 
ernor and recorded by the secretary; and each patent is to contain 
therein a marginal certificate, signed by the secretary, of the book and 
page on which it is recorded. No patents are to be issued for any lands 
belonging to the State, except upon the certificate of the person or offi- 
cer specially charged with the custody of the same, setting forth the 
appraised value per acre, the name of the person to whom sold, date of 
sale, price per acre, amount paid, the name of the person making final 
payment and of the person who is entitled to the patent, and, if thus 
entitled by assignment from the original purchaser, setting forth fully 
such assignment, which certificate is to be filed and preserved in the 
land office. (Code, sees. 76, 77. ) 

The secretary of state is required to preserve in his office, as public 
records, any field notes, maps, records, or other papers relating to the 
public survey of the State, whenever turned over to the State in pursu- 
ance of law; the United States at all times to have free access thereto 
for the purpose of taking extracts therefrom or making copies thereof. 
(Code, sec. 79.) 

It is the duty of the auditor to keep fair, clear, and separate accounts 
of all the revenue, funds, and incomes of the State payable into the 
State treasury, and of all disbursements and investments thereof, show- 
ing the particulars of the same; to superintend the fiscal affairs of the 
State and secure their management as required by law; to furnish proper 
instructions, directions, and forms to the county auditors and treasurers, 
in compliance with which they shall severally keep their accounts relat- 
ing to the revenue of the State, and perform the duties of their several 
offices; also forms for the reports required to be made by said officers 
to such auditor, and of receipts to be given by such treasurers to the 
taxpayers, and to draw warrants on the treasurer for money directed by 
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law to be paid out of the treasury, bb the same may be.come payable. 
Each warrant is required to bear on the face thereof its proper number, 
date, amount, name of payee, and a reference to the law under which it 
is drawn, which particulars are to be entered in a book kept for that 
purpose, in the order of issuance, and, as soon as practicable after issu- 
ing the warrant, certified to the treasurer. The auditor also has the 
custody of all books, papers, records, documents, vouchers, conveyances, 
leases, mortgages, bonds, and other securities pertaining to the fiscal 
affairs and property of the State which are not required by law to be 
kept in some other oflSce. (Code, sec. 89.) 

The treasurer is required to keep an accurate account of the receipts 
and disbursements of the treasury in books kept for that purpose, in 
which he shall specify the names of the persons from whom money is 
received, on what account, and the time thereof. He is to enter in a 
book the memorandum of warrants issued as certified to him by the 
auditor, and receive in payment of public dues the warrants so issued in 
conformity with law, and redeem the same, if there be money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated; and on receiving any such warrant 
he must cause the person presenting it to indorse it, and shall write on 
the face thereof "redeemed,'^ and enter in the book containing the 
auditor's memoranda, in appropriate columns, the name of the person 
to whom paid, the date of payment, and the amount of interest paid. 
Many other details of accounting are also prescribed. (Code, sees. 101- 
107.) 

The State printer and binder are each elected at the regular session of 
the general assembly, and hold their offices for two years from the 1st 
day of January in each odd-numbered year. No work is to be ordered 
of the State printer except upon a regular form of blank furnished by 
the secretary of state and kept in his office. Whenever printing is 
ordered by either house of the general assembly, the secretary or clerk 
thereof must immediately notify the secretary of state of such order, 
and, when such printing is done, the same is to be delivered to the sec- 
retary of state for distribution, subject to the instructions of the house 
ordering the printing. (Code, sees. 117, 119.) * 

The regular biennial reports of the various officers, inspectors, com- 
missions, boards, or other bodies required to be made by law are required 
to be laid before the governor, in the odd-numbered years, at the fol- 
lowing times: (1) On or before August 15, those of all boards of trustees 
of State institutions, except the agricultural college; (2) on or before 
September 15, those of the fish commissioner, the board of health, the 
commission of pharmacy, the oil inspector, the mine inspectors, the 
visiting committee to the hospitals for the insane, the wardens of 
the penitentiaries, the State veterinary surgeon, and the board of cura- 
tors of the Historical Society; (3) on or before October 1, those of the 
State librarian and the commissioner of labor statistics, and that of the 
secretary of state pertaining to the land office; (4) on or before Novem- 
ber 1, those of the auditor of state, the treasurer of state, the superin- 
tendent of public instruction, the university, and the normal school; 
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(5) on or before November 15, that of the board of dental examiners; 

(6) on or before December 1, those of the board of trustees of the 
agricultural college and the adjutant-general, and that of the secretary 
of state pertaining to criminal convictions. (Code, sec. 122. ) 

The executive council are required to choose a secretary, who is to 
keep a journal in which shall be entered all the doings of the council. 
On or before January 15 in each year the secretary is to prepare a 
report of the doings of the executive council for the preceding year. 
This report includes a statement of the assessment of railroad, sleeping, 
and dining cars, telegraph and telephone companies, and the official 
canvass of the votes cast at the general election; a list of the building 
and loan associations authorized to do business in the State within the 
year, and of those refused authority to do business, with a statement 
of the reasons for such refusal; a statement of the cities and towns the 
grades whereof may be changed during the year by reason of increase 
or decrease of population, as shown by the census; a list of the official 
and other bonds approved by the executive council; a statement of the 
contracts for prison labor authorized and approved; a classified and 
detailed statement of the expenditures made by the council or with its 
approval; and a full statement of all other acts of the council. The 
report so made is to be published in the Iowa Official Register. (Code, 
sec. 157.) 

The clerk of the supreme court is required to keep a complete record 
of the proceedings of the court, and allow no opinion filed therein to 
be removed except by the reporter, which opinions are to be open to 
examination and may be copied, and, upon request, shall be certified 
by him. He is also, when required, to make out and certify a copy 
thereof. He is also to record every opinion rendered as soon as filed. 
(Code, sec. 204.) 
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The vast amount of material in the Massachusetts archives 
and the great number of the publications of the govern- 
ment in the days of the colony, the province, and the State 
forbid any attempt in a preliminary reporf to do more with 
reference to the archives than to indicate in a general way 
the nature of their contents and to name the publications in 
which they have been most thoroughly described. As to 
the published la»vs, reports, addresses, etc., a monograph 
which should adequately describe them might be swelled 
until it covered volumes in extent. For the present pur- 
pose, however, it will suffice to point out where the most 
complete published list of these publications can be found, 
and describe the present custom of the State in regard to 
the custody of its papers and the publication of its annual 
reports and proceedings. 

The constitution of the State provides that the records of 
the Commonwealth shall be kept in the office of the secre- 
tary; hence what is now known as the archives division is 
in the department of that officer. The papers which to-day 
of necessity find their way into the custody of the secretary 
are, first, those which originate in his office, of which there 
are several bmnches; second, the acts and resolves, which 
are engrossed upon parchment in the secretary's office and 
bound in volumes; and, third, the legislative papers, such as 
petitions, proceedings before committees, and, in a general 
way, all records and papers which mark the progress of 
legislative action. These latter remain in the custody of 
the clerks of the senate and house until the completion 

1 For references to other accounts of the archives of Massachusetts see the " List of 
printed indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories of historical man. 
uscript" in the First Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission (Report of the 
American Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, pp. 488, 489, 49er501). 
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of the session of the legislature next succeeding that at 
which they derived their origin. The secretary being himr 
self ex officio the clerk of the council, the papers of the 
council in executive session are presumably in his custody 
all the time and are deposited in the archives as soon as they 
cease to have current importance. 

Jt will be seen that, so far as the papers of the Common- 
wealth are concerned which are not covered by the clause 
of the constitution which makes the secretary the custodian 
of the records, no obligation rests with the heads of the 
several departments to surrender them to the archives when 
they cease to be of current importance in the office where 
they originated. There seems to be no rule by which it can 
be determined whether such papers are of more than mere 
historical interest, and by custom the several departments 
retain possession of their own papers as long as they choose 
to do so. 

Although it will be seen that the papers in custody of the 
secretary cover, in their chronological sequence, a period 
extending from the beginning of the colony down to the 
present time, still the great mass of papers generally cited 
as the "Massachusetts Archives" are mainly of ante-Revo- 
lutionary date. They were arranged by Joseph B. Felt, 
between 1836 and 1846, and were by him classified under 76 
different topical headings and bound in 242 volumes. The 
Hutchinson papers, subsequently acquired, added two more 
volumes to the set and one more heading to the classification. 
The attempt at classifying these papers under topical head- 
ings has been the source of much criticism on the part of his- 
torical students, but it is generally conceded that the numer- 
ous citations of the volumes as they now stand is a serious 
obstacle to anj'^ proposition for rearranging the papers in 
chronologi(*al order. The nearest approach to a remedy 
would apparently be a calendar or complete chronological 
index of the volumes. There is already in existence an 
index which is of assistance to students, but it could be 
greatly improved upon. 

Besides the papers arranged by Mr. Felt, there are many 
others in the archives. Some of these have been subse- 
quently acquired, and some have been assorted, arranged, 
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and bound in volumes by the present keeper of the archives. 
Much work has also been done in the way of opening up the 
contents of certain classes of these papers through suitable 
indexes, but it would be impossible in this report to go into 
particulars upon this subject, the work of describing these 
papers in detail having already been well done in a report 
which will be described later. • 

The archives I'oom contains not only the papers above 
referred to, but also the manuscript records of the colonial 
and provincial period. The records of the general court in 
the days of the colony have been published. There is one 
volume of what are termed "council records," covering 
the period 1650-1666, which has not been published. The 
original records of the council under the presidency of Dud- 
ley and his successor, Andros, were not preserved, but 
transcripts of the copies of the records which were for- 
warded to London have been procured from the London State 
Paper Office. These records have not been published by 
the State, but those covering the period of Dudley's presi- 
dency were copied by Mr. Robert Nixon Toppan and by him 
communicated to the Massachusetts Historical Society, thus 
securing their publication in the proceedings of that society 
(Vol. XllI, pp. 226, 286). The American Antiquarian Society 
possesses the original minutes, in manuscript, made by 
Edward Randolph, of the council meetings, December 20, 
1686, to April 25, 1687, inclusive. These were copied by 
Mr. Toppan and communicated to that society. Copies were 
also communicated at the same time of such of the council 
records during the remainder of Andros's administration as 
are to be found in the archives. This collection was further 
enriched by the addition of the records of meetings of the 
council published in the records of the colony of Connecti- 
cut, and by notes showing the differences which exist 
between Randolph's original minutes and the transcripts in 
the archives. In this form the records during the presi- 
dency of Andros were published in the proceedings of the 
American Antiquarian Society, Volume XIII, new series, 
pages 239-268, 463, 499, thus covering, from different sources, 
the entire period. 

Subsequent, to the last of the Andros recx)rds, there are to 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 4 
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be found in manuscript in the archives room the records of the 
council in executive session during the provincial period, 
classified as the " council records," and the legislative records 
of that body during the same time, known generally, through 
Felt's ascription, as the "court records." These have never 
been published as records. The contemporary publication 
of the laws of the province of course reveals the most 
important part of their contents. 

Beginning in 1716, the house journal was thereafter regu- 
larly published in the days of the province by the represent- 
atives. The earlier copies are rare, and there is no single 
set of the published journals which is complete, but it is 
probable that from all the known copies a complete set could 
be collated. 

Manuscript copies of the records of Plymouth Colony are 
in the archives. So far as the records themselves are con- 
cerned, they have been published. The originals are at 
Plymouth. 

The only publication of the State of Massachusetts which 
has undertaken to deal with the hitherto-unpublished por- 
tions of the provincial records is the set known as the " Acts 
and Resolves of the Province of Massachusetts Bay," now in 
press. Until 1896 this publication was edited by Abner C. 
Goodell, perhaps the most competent man in the Common- 
wealth for the purpose, and it was his effort to print not 
only everything of a legislative character in these records, 
but also all resolves, whatever their nature. He divided the 
subject into public laws, private laws, and resolves. The 
public laws were published in five volumes, with copious 
annotations, mainly from the archives and the London record 
oflSce. The sixth volume was set aside for the private laws, 
and was not published in chronological sequence. The pub- 
lication of the resolves began in volume 7, and was carried 
down to the year 1707 in volume 8, these two volumes being 
annotated in the same way as the public laws had been. 
While work was going on in 1896 simultaneously on volume 
6 and volume 9, it was discovered that the method of anno- 
tation was not authorized by the law under which these acts 
and resolves were being published, and Mr, Goodell was 
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instructed to print volume 6 at once with marginal references 
instead of with notes in full. Alter this was done the work 
of publication was suspended. In the spring of 1900 work 
was resumed under the editorship of Melville M. Bigelow, 
the system prescribed for volume 6 being that laid down 
for future guidance in publishing the resolves. 

In 1884 a commission was appointed to report in print 
what steps, if any, should be taken to render the contents 
of the records, files, papers, and documents in the state 
department more accessible for examination and inspection, 
how reference to the same might be best facilitated, and 
what would be the proper mode of indexing them. The then 
secretary of state was ex oflScio placed at the head of this 
commission, but the working force was a remarkably strong 
body of representative men interested in historical work. 
Conspicuous among them was Justin Winsor, whose work 
upon the Memorial History of Boston and the Narrative 
and Critical History of America, the latter being then in proc- 
ess of publication, had made him familiar with the defects 
of the archives. The report submitted by this committee 
wafc probably shaped by him. It gives a concise but clear 
description of the contents of the archives and of their con- 
dition, points out the defects in the original system of classi- 
fication, and makes certain suggestions as to the enlargement 
and improvement of the system of indexing. It would be 
difficult to overestimate the value of this document to the 
student who desires to ascertain the contents of the archives. 

The following account of changes in the arrangement and 
condition of the archives since 1885, and particularly since 
1891, is furnished by Mr. James J. Tracy, chief of the 
archives division: 

'^ No practical result followed upon the recommendations 
made in the report for several years beyond securing an 
annual appropriation for the care and preservation of the 
archives; but upon the advent into office of the present sec- 
retary of the Commonwealth, Hon. William M. Olin, in 1891, 
measures were at once taken to improve the condition of 
affairs with reference to the records and follow out some of 
the suggestions made by the commissioners. There is no 
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question that more has been accomplished in this direction 
during his incumbency than during that of any previous 
secretary. 

"The department containing the records and the clerks 
engaged upon that special work have been separated from 
the clerical force carrying on the routine work of the sec- 
retary's office and established as a separate division, known 
as the 'archives division,' and no small part of the credit 
of what has been accomplished is due to this recognition of 
the value and importance of the records themselves and of 
the work in connection with them. 

"Fifteen years ago one old man represented practically 
all the working force engaged upon the records and also 
embodied all the office knowledge concerning them. To-day 
there are a dozen clerks employed in the archives division 
alone, and these are under a responsible head who in turn is 
answerable to and under the direction of the secretary of 
the Commonwealth. 

"The above facts are stated merely to show the changed 
attitude of officials toward the records, which in turn is but 
a reflection of the change that has taken place in public 
opinion concerning them. 

"The work carried on has been of the most varied char- 
acter, comprising classification, arranging, copying, and 
indexing the records, proof reading, publishing, repairing 
and binding, making searches, supplying certified copies to 
inquirers, etc. 

"A fair idea of what has been done may be gathered from 
the following statement of the changes in arrangement of 
documents since the publication of the commissioners' 
report, and of the work directly carried out for the benefit 
of the public consulting the records: 

"The collection of manuscript documents known as the 
'Felt -collection,' and usually referred to for purposes of 
reference as * Massachusetts Archives,' remains unchanged, 
but there have been added to it 77 volumes of similar size 
and uniform binding, which practically constitute so much 
of an extension of the Felt collection. These volumes are 
made up of the contents of the various loose files and bundles 
of papers mentioned in the report of the conmiissioners, 
pages 23, 36, and 38. 
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"The Revolutionary rolls collection has been augmented 
by the addition of 16 volumes, made up of rolls, company 
order books, etc., and of some rolls acquired by purchase, 
so that the Revolutionary collection now numbers in all 97 
bound volumes. 

"A record index containing the abstracted references to 
every individual in this collection, numbering about 700,000 
record cards, has been compiled, and this record index is 
preserved here for the benefit of the persons desiring to find 
proof of military service of ancestors, the office being con- 
tinually burdened with these inquiries. In addition, this 
same record index serves as the basis for the official publi- 
cation entitled ^Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the 
War of the Revolution,' the entire work of proof reading, 
editing, etc., being carried on in the office. Seven volumes 
of this publication, averaging 1,000 pages to each volume, 
have already been issued, and the eighth volume is now 
nearly through the press. These eight volimies will com- 
prise all names, with accompanying records, between A and 
J, inclusive, that appear in the State's collection of Revolu- 
tionary rolls. 

"A similar record index has been compiled for the 
muster-rolls series, covering the various military records 
between 1710-1774, numbering about 150,000 record cards. 

"It is possible, therefore, to obtain the military record of 
any individual without difficulty, and without consulting 
the original volumes, from 1710 to the close of the war of 
the Revolution. 

"Later on the legislature may authorize the publication 
of the earlier military records in style similar to the Revo- 
lutionary war publication. 

"It is the intention also to index in similar fashion such 
military records as are scattered through the archives col- 
lection, of whatever sort or nature, between 1628 and 1710; 
but as these earlier records are meager in quantity and 
amount, and must be sought for through a number of scat- 
tered volumes, that work will be taken up from time to 
time, as the freedom of the clerks from other employment 
may enable it to be done. 

"Various maps and plans, comprising the State survey in 
1794, the State survey in 1830, and all miscellaneous plans 
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heretofore resting in files or upon rollers and in separated 
groups, have been brought together, making a collection of 
101 volumes, suitably mounted and bound, which collection 
has been duly catalogued and indexed, so that it is possible 
to find any given town plan or plan of an early grant 
without diflSculty. 

"The five volumes of ancient plans and grants referred to 
on page 16 of the commissioners' report have been broken 
lip, the plans going into the maps and plan collection, 
while the descriptive text that formerly accompanied them 
has been bound into one volume. 

"The returns of vital statistics, which were formerly in a 
separate department, have now been consolidated with the 
archives division, and a card reference index, covering the 
entire collection of records, but in five-year periods, has been 
made, the reference indexes being kept up annually as the 
returns are deposited in this office. 

"A certain amount of work has been done each year in 
the direction of mounting, binding, and preserving the doc- 
uments, as the need manifests itself, the whole muster rolls 
collection, 1710-1774, and the Revolutionary rolls collection, 
having been treated in the most approved fashion, so that 
they may be said to be now in fine condition. 

"The foregoing comprise most of the changes in arrange- 
ment that have taken place since the publication of the com- 
missioners' report, but the account does not give any idea of 
the greatly improved condition of the records and documents 
as regards their disposition in files and cases — a work which 
it was possible to accomplish when the archives division was 
given improved quarters in the new statehouse addition. 

"The files now for any given group or series of records 
are kept in juxtaposition with the book records or volumes 
containing references to files. The other groupings and 
series of records and documents, that is, council records, 
council files, bills, resolves, house papers and senate papers 
have the same general arrangement and increase froni year 
to year with the growth of the executive and legislative 
business. 

"In conclusion, I would state that the condition of the 
archives collection, and the attention paid to it, as well as 
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the methods employed in its conduct, are entirely creditable 
to the Commonwealth, with the single exception, in my own 
opinion, that insufficient room for the extension and expan- 
sion of the division and the safe keeping of the records was 
allowed in the original assignment of quarters. The end of 
the filing and storing capacity is already in sight, so that it 
will be a serious matter in a few years to find room to take 
care of the annual records deposited here, as well as the old 
records. 

'^The space required for the work of the force renders 
the accommodation that is available for visitors to the divi- 
sion desiring to consult the records altogether less than it 
should be, or than I desire, as 1 should prefer to have the 
clerical force and visitors entirely separate. 

"These latter defects, however, can neither be helped nor 
avoided now, but it is to be hoped that later on additional 
accommodations or better quarters, designed in the first 
instance for a department of records, may be secured either 
in a new department building or in some other part of the 
present State House.^' 

The best finding list of the publications of Massachusetts, 
whether colonial, provincial, or State, is that contained in 
Mr. R. R. Bo wker's ' ' State Publications," Part I (New York, 
1899). Ihe " Massachusetts list was compiled, under the 
direction of Mr. C. B. Tillinghast, State librarian, by Miss 
E. M. Sawyer, one of his assistants. Mr. Tillinghast has 
taken especial pains to make the collection of books under 
his care as complete as possible, particularly in the direction 
of publications of the colony, the province, and the State, 
and this finding list represents what has been gathered in 
the State library after years of labor. 

Massachusetts has a commissioner of public records, 
whose efforts are put forth to secure the permanence of 
public records through the use of suitable paper and ink 
and by compelling their deposit in places where they will 
be protected from fire. There is an abundance of legislation 
on the statute books tending in this direction, but, if we may 
judge from the reports of the conunissioner, the subject has, 
until recently, attracted but little attention, and many valu- 
able records have been scattered about in unsafe places and 
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in a shiftless and desultory manner. The persistent work 
of the commissioner tends, however, to awaken a sense of 
responsibility upon the part of the custodians of these 
records, and there can be no doubt not only that the con- 
dition of things has improved, but that there is reason to 
hope for further improvement in the future. 

In January, 1897, Mr. John Noble, clerk of the supreme 
court for the county of Suifolk, in a communication to 
the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, described what he 
there terms " the early court files of Suffolk County." The 
paper is printed in volume 3 of the publications of the 
society, pages 317 et seq. The entire collection referred to 
b}'^ Mr. Noble contains not far from half a million papers, and, 
when bound, will fill from 1,100 to 1,200 folio volumes. 
Chance divided this collection into two parts, one of which, 
until recently in the custody of the superior court, has had 
a precarious career, having been stored in various places and 
subject to many vicissitudes, while the other has remained 
continuously in the charge of the clerk of the supreme 
court, and has retained practically its original file arrange- 
ment. The period covered by the collection runs from 1629 
to 1800. As showing the historical value of the papers, Mr. 
Noble calls attention to the fact that " through the colonial 
period the assistants appear to have exercised all the three 
functions of government — ^judicial, legislative, and execu- 
tive — to a greater or less degree. At the outset and in the 
early years all these powers seem to have been vested in the 
magistrates sitting as a court of assistants, and it was only 
gradually that the separation of the government into differ- 
ent branches took place." A working index of these papers, 
'' giving the titles of the cases and the principal matter in 
each case or number, contained in some thirty volumes, has 
been made, and a more thorough and exhaustive analytical 
calendar, supplemented by a classified index of every name, 
place, and subject, is now in progress." 

The fact that this great mass of legal papers contains so 
much matter that is of historical importance and the fortu- 
nate circumstance that so large a proportion of the legal 
proceedings of the colony and province are to be found in 
this one collection will not relieve the student from the 
necessity of considering the contents of the county and pro- 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



BEPOBT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 



57 



bate files. Many of these are rich in material of historical 
interest, which, in States where the resources of this class 
are more limited, would very likely be gathered into the 
archives department of the State. So, too, the records of 
the churches, especially during the days when they were 
maintained by public taxation, are public records, and their 
custody might well be the same as that of other public 
documents. Much eflfort has been put forth by the commis- 
sioner of public records in searching for the whereabouts of 
records of this class and in endeavoring to secure their 
proper treatment. A card index of names and services in 
the Revolutionary war has been prepared and is in process of 
publication. A similar card index has also been prepared 
of names and services in the French and Indian wars. An 
index has also been prepared to the vital statistics. 

The secretary of state issues annually a list of the public 
documents which he is by law required to have printed. A 
copy of the list for 1901, containing, besides the titles of the 
documents, the figures showing the number of copies in the 
regular edition of each and the date when each is due, is 
appended to this report. 

List of public documents f etc., for 1901, required to be printed by the secretary 

of state.^ 



6 


Title. 


Regular 
edition. 


When due. 


1 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 


Kegistration of Births, Marriages, and 

Board of Education, Report of Secretary. 

Librarian of State Library, Report 

Board of Agriculture, Report of Secre- 
tary.* 
lYeasurer and Receiver-General, Report. 
Auditor of Accounts, Report 


2,000 

5,000 
1,500 
15,000 

1,900 
1,500 
2,000 

2,500 
2,000 

2,500 
4,000 


As soon as compiled. 

Third Wednesday in January. 

15th day of October. 

Fourth Wednesday in January. 

First Wednesday in January. 
Jan. 15. 


7 


Adiutant-General. Renort 


First Wednesday in January. 
Do. 


8 


Savings Bank Commissioners, Report: » 
Parti 




Part II 


Do. 


9 


Insurance Commissioner, Report: « 

Fire and Marine 


As soon as returns are received. 




Lifefi 


Do. 



1 Printed in accordance with Laws of 1890, chaps. 223 and 347; Laws of 1894, chap. 398; 
Laws of 1895, chaps. 54, 96, 463, and 488; Laws of 1896, chaps. 86, 189, 221, and 223; Laws of 
1897, chap. 141 and res. 96; Laws of 1898, chaps. 175, 320, 433, and res. 24; Laws of 1899, 
chaps. 309 and 336; Laws of 1900, chaps. 225 and 386. 

«To include No. 33. 

«May make supplementary report of unclaimed deposits. (1887, 319, S 2.) 

^1,500 copies of that part which relates to "fraternal beneficiary corporations," and 
500 copies of the part entitled " texts and tables," to be printed separately and bound 
in pamphlet form. (1900, 386. ) 

^ 600 for use of the commissioner. 
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List of public documerUSf etc., for 1901, required to be printed by the secretary 
of state ^ — Continued. 



d 


Title. 


Regular 
edition. 


When due. 


10 
11 

19 


GorporationB, Abstract of Returns 

Harbor and Land Commissioners, Report 
Attorney-General, Report 


2,500 
2,000 
2,500 
2,000 
500 

500 

250 

500 

2,000 
2,260 
6,000 
1,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 


First Wednesday in January. 
10th day of January. 
As soon as made up. 


13 
14 


Commiwioners of Prisons, Report 

The part referring to the reforma- 
tory prison for women.i 

The part referring to the State 
prison.* 

The part referring to the agent for 
discharged convicts.^ 

The part referring to the Massa- 
chusetts reformatory.! 
Railroad Commissioners, Report: 

With returns 


First week in January. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

First Wednesday in January. 




Without returns 


Do. 


15 


Bureau of Statistics of Labor, Report 

In parts 


1st day of March. 
Do. 


16 


Tax Commissioner, Report 


Annually at close of year. 


17 


State Board of Charity, Report* 


3l8t day of December. 


18 


State Lyman and Industrial Schools, 

Report of Trustees. 
Polls, Property, and Taxes, Aggregates of 
Danvers Lunatic Hospital, Report of 

Trustees. 
Northampton Lunatic Hospital, Report 

of Trustees. 
Taunton Lunatic Hospital, Report of 

Trustees. 
Worcester Lunatic Hospital, Report of 

Trustees.6 
State Farm at Bridgewater, Report of 

Trustees. 
Commissioners on Inland Fisheries and 

Game, Report. 

State Hospital, Report of Trustees ,. 

Perkins Institute and Massachusetts 

School for the Blind, Report of Trus- 

Massachusetts School for the Feeble- 
minded, Report of Trustees. 

Controller of County Accounts, Report e . 

Westborough Insane Hospital, Report 
of Trustees. 

Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
Report of Trustees. ' 

Chief of the District Police, Report 

Hatch Experiment Station of the Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural College, Re- 
port, s 

State Board of Health, Report 


16th day of October. 


19 
20 


1,600 
2,000 


First Wednesday in January. 
15th day of October. 


21 


2,000 


Do. 


22 


2,000 


Do. 


23 


2,000 


Do. 


24 

25 

26 
27 


2,600 

2,000 

2,600 
1,260 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do, 


28 

29 
30 


1,500 

1,500 
2,000 


Do. 

1st day of February. 
15th day of October. 


31 

32 
33 


5,000 

2,600 
26,000 


Fourth Wednesday in January. 

1st day of January. 
In January. 


34 


5,000 
3,500 

5,000 
1,000 


31st day of December. 

First Wednesday in January. 

Time not fixed. 


35 

36 


Gas and Electric Light Commissioners, 

Report and Abstract of Returns. 
Statistics of Manufactures 




In parts 


Do. 



1 For the superintendent. 

2 For the warden. 
8 For the agent. 

* 500 copies of so much as relates to almshouses, etc., to be printed for the use of the 
board. (1898,320.) 

6 Includes Worcester Insane Asylum; 400 of each institution, viz., Worcester Lunatic 
Hospital and the Worcester Insane Asylum, bound separate with distinct title, for use 
of trustees. The remainder have a general title. 

« 500 for use of the controller. 

^ 3,500 for use of the college. 

8 15,000 to be bound with No. 4 and 8.000 for use of the trustees. 
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List of public documentSj etc., for 1901, required to be printed by the secretary 
of state^ — Continued. 



r. 

'i 



37 



Title. 



Report of Cases of (Contested Elections.. 

Board of Registration in Dentistry, Re- 
port. 

Board of Registration in Pharmacy, 
Report. 

Board of Arbitration and Conciliation, 
Report. 

General Superintendent of Prisons, Re- 
I)ort. 

Commissioners of the Nautical Training 
School, Report. 

Assessed Polls, Registered Voters, etc.. 
Return of. 

Board of Free Public Library Commis- 
sioners, Report. 

Board of Metropolitan Sewerage Com- 
missioners, Report. 

Secretary of the Commonwealth, Report 

MasBachusetts Hospital for Dipsoma- 
niacs and Inebriates, Report of Trus- 
tees. 

Metropolitan Park Commission, Report. . 

Board of Police, City of Boston, Report. 

Commissioners on Topographical Sur- 
vey and Map, Report. 

Board of Cattle Commissioners, Report. 

Commissioner of Public Records, Re- 
port 

Civil Service Commission, Report 

Highway Commission, Report 

Inspector of Gas and Gas Meters^ Report. 

Board of Registration in Medicine, Re- 
port. 

Metropolitan Water Board, Report 

Board of Police, City of Fall River, Re- 
port. 

Medfield Insane Asylum, Report of Trus- 
tees. 

State Dairy Bureau, Report 

Massachusetts State Sanatorium, Repdrt 
of Trustees. 

Massachusetts Hospital for Epileptics, 
Report of Trustees. 

State Board of Insanity, Report 

Commissioners of the Firemen's Relief 
Fund, Report. 

Manual for the general court 

Blue Book 

Pamphlet edition of laws and resolves.. 

Journals of the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives. 

List of members and committees of the 
two branches. 

Book containing' rules of the two 
. branches, notes of rulings of presiding 
officers, list of members and commit- 
tees, for pocket use. 

Governor's address 



Regular 
edition. 



11,600 
2,500 
1,600 

82,000 

1,600 

1,500 

2,500 

2,000 

3,000 

1,500 
2,000 

4,000 

1,500 
1,500 

31,500 
2,000 

10,000 
4,000 
1,600 

*3,500 

4,500 
1,500 

1,500 

1,500 
1,500 

1,500 

2,000 
1,500 

10,000 

12,000 

25,000 

1,000 

1,200 

6 700 



«2,000 



When due. 



At close of session of legisla- 
ture. 
31st day of December. 

1st day of January. 

1st day of February. 

Annually in December. 

In January. 

1st day of February. 

Annually in January. 

Time not fixed. 

Annually in January. 
15th day of October. 



Second Wedneadt^y in Decem- 
ber. 
Annually in December. 
15th day of October. 

10th day of January. 
Annually in January. 

10th day of January. 
First Wednesday in January. 
Annually in January. 
1st day of January. 

First Wednesday in January. 
Annually in December. 

15th day of October. 

16th day of January. 
After annual meeting. 

Do. 

31st day of December. 
Time not fixed. 



1 500 for use of legislature. 

2 700 for use of the board. 

8 400 for the use of the board. 

* 2,600 for the use of the board. 

6 360 in memorandum book form. 

0900 for use of legislature, and 500 for personal use of the governor. 
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REPORT ON THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF MICHIGAN. 



The compiler is of the opinion that there is not, among 
the records in the State capitol at Lansing, much material 
of value to the student of history. Michigan did not become 
a separate Territory until 1805, and documents relating to 
the period before that date are not to be found among the 
archives of the State, while during the j^ears of its existence 
as a Territory (1805-1837), Michigan, outside of Detroit, 
shared but little in the important events transpiring else- 
where. The existing material for this early period which 
has been preserved by the State relates mainly to the move- 
ment and settlement of population, in the form of records 
of the organization of counties; to internal improvements 
and land speculation; to trade with the Indians and the con- 
dition of the Indian tribes, etc. 

Such is the condition of the public records and documents 
at the State capitol that any report short of a thorough list- 
ing and cataloguing must be very general. No thought, 
apparently, has ever been given by the legislature of the 
State to the preservation of the State archives as such. The 
secretary of state is required by statute to keep the original 
acts of the legislature, to cause the acts and resolutions to 
be bound and preserved in his oflSce, and to publish and dis- 
tribute State manuals, official reports, acts, etc. The vari- 
ous departmental officials are expected, as a matter of 
course, to preserve and file documents and correspondence. 
Among the acts relating to oflfenses against property, the 
stealing of any ^' writ, process, or public record'^' is made 

1 For references to other accounts of the archives of Michigan, see the " List of printed 
indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories oi historical manuscript" 
in the First Repori; of the Historical Manuscripts Commission (Report of American 
Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, p. 510) . 
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larceny. But no provision has ever been made for the for- 
mal housing and classification of State documents and papers 
as public archives. 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

The papers in the oflSce of the governor have been until 
recently in extremely bad condition, piled on shelves and 
on the floor, moldy and dirty, and some of them falling to 
pieces. Great improvements have lately been made, how- 
ever, in the storing. The present executive clerk has had 
the papers filed in boxes on the shelves of a vault, but for 
lack of help has as yet been unable to have them classified 
and catalogued. Among these files are to be found docu- 
ments and papers relating to internal improvements, military 
affairs, applications and recommendations for appointments. 
State roads, public lands, distribution of the surplus, tariflf, 
nullification, organization of counties and townships, Indian 
aflfairs, requisitions, pardons, communications from other 
States, letters received and copies of letters sent, and a few 
messages in manuscript. There are but few papers and 
documents, however, relating to any one of the above sub- 
jects, and the aggregate quantity is not large. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Until recently the records and documents, especially the 
latter, in this office were in a very unsatisfactory condition, 
being piled together in boxes and on shelves, with no attempt 
at classification or listing. Within the past few years, how- 
ever, considerable improvement has been made. The docu- 
ments have been classified and systematically stored in 
convenient files. A printed catalogue of books (i. e., all 
material, whether printed or written, in the form of bound 
volumes) was issued by the secretary of state in 1896; un- 
fortunately, however, copies are now difficult to obtain out- 
side of the office. The present ^<jretary of state has caused 
all unbound papers and manuscripts to be listed. -This list 
has not yet been published, but may be consulted at the 
office. 

The material listed in the catalogue of books comprises 
minutes, papers, and proceedings of the governors, judges. 
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and legislative council of the Territory ; governors' messages, 
house and senate journals and documents, proceedings of 
constitutional conventions, engrossed Territorial and State 
laws, public and private; original bills and resolutions of 
house and senate, election returns, order books, warrants, 
requisitions, pardons, reports of State and local officials and 
departments, oaths of office, land patents and records, char- 
ters and reports of corporations, opinions of the attorneys- 
general, letters, etc. 

The documents and manuscripts listed in the unprinted 
catalogue include the originals of many of the printed or 
bound records mentioned in the preceding paragraph, and 
papers relating to Indian aifairs, organization of counties, 
the five-million loan, internal improvements, military af- 
fairs (1800-1838); petitions, remonstrances, and applications 
addressed to Territorial governors; articles of association 
and annual statements of banks, railroads, and mining com- 
panies; the southwest boundary and Toledo war, election re- 
turns (1800 to date), commissions, letters received (1808 to 
date), and copy books of letters sent (1857 to date). It is 
impossible to state very exactly the amount of this material, 
but the total is small. 

STATE LIBRARY. 

The material in the State library consists of books and 
bound newspapers, and is carefully shelved and protected. 
There are no collections of manuscripts, documents, or State 
papers not found elsewhere. Important items are: (1) No- 
tices of some early laws prior to 1805; (2) laws of Michigan, 
1805-1873; (3) acts of Michigan, 1874 to date, being a con- 
tinuation of the laws; (4) house journals, senate journals, and 
joint documents, 1835 to date; (5) proceedings of the first 
and second constitutional conventions, 1836. The library 
also contains files of newspapers of this and other States, a 
number of them of dates within the first half of the nine- ' 
teenth century, which are the property of the Michigan 
Pioneer and Historical Society. Housed here are also a 
large number of pamphlets belonging to the same society. 
These are private property, and are neither classified nor 
catalogued, nor are they accessible to the public. A cursory 
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examination shows them to consist mainly of old reports of 
State officers, with a few political pamphlets. 

The only finding list of the publications of Michigan is 
that compiled for a forthcoming issue of Mr. R. R. Bow- 
ker's "State Publications." No provision is made by the 
State for the publication of documents of historical impor- 
tance. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



REPORT ON THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NEBRASKA. 



The documentary material in the State capitol at Lincoln 
is in various conditions of preservation and availability. 
The principal classes of records in the several offices are as 
follows: 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

The record books, letter files, and reports in this office are 
nearly complete since 187.1. Some of them are not assorted 
or available for use. Back of 1871 the files and reports are 
very fragmentary, and in such shape as to require a great 
deal of work to make them available. 

SUPREME COURT. 

The old files of cases in the supreme court are boxed and 
stored in a vault in the basement. There is, no doubt, much 
valuable material, some of it going back to the eariiest days 
of Nebraska history; but it is practically useless until a 
storeroom and file cases are provided for it. 

OFFICE OF THE STATE TREASURER. 

The records and files in this office are fairly complete since 
1868. Back of that date they are either lost or stored away 
beyond the knowledge of anyone now in the statehouse. 

OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR. 

Old files, vouchers, etc., are stored in the basement of the 
capitol. They are not classified or otherwise rendered 
available. 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS AND BUILDINGS. 

Complete records and part of the files are here, going 
back to the organization of the department, in 1876. Most 

64 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



BEPOBT OF PUBLIC ABCHIVES COMMISSION. 65 

of them are in good condition. This oflSce is also the cus- 
todian of the original plats and field notes of the United 
States land survey in this State. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

The records and files in this office are very nearly com- 
plete, including the original journals of the legislature since 
1855, records of incorporations, bills introduced in the leg- 
islature, minutes of the meetings of State boards, canvass of 
elections, State contracts, etc. 

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

The records and files in this office are partially complete 
since 1871. They include reports of county superintend- 
ents, decisions on questions of school law, etc. 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

The letter files and case files in this office are complete 
since 1871. The records and other material are more or less 
complete since 1867. 

STATE LIBRARY. 

This is the library of the supreme court. It contains 
printed volumes of State records going back to the organi- 
zation of the Territory, in 1854. Part of these have been 
collated and bound in uniform sets, but there is still in the 
basement vaults a great deal of printed material, in the form 
of old pamphlets, which is not so arranged as to be available. 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

The records and files in this office are nearly complete 
since 1887. Beyond that date they are very fragmentary. 

BANKING DEPARTMENT. 

Records and files, including the reports of State banks 
and building and loan associations since 1893, are here, and 
partial records since 1887. 

BUREAU OF STATISTICS. 

The records and files here are nearly complete since the 
organization of the department, in 1887. Many of the papers 
are stored in the basement. 

H. Doc. 648, pt 2^ 5 
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STATE BOARD OF TRANSPORTATION. 

The records and files, including the reports of railways, 
letters of complaint, etc., are nearly complete since the or- 
ganization of the board, in 1886. 

CONDITION OF THE RECORDS. 

A large part of the old files and documentary material is 
packed in boxes and placed in various rooms of the capitol 
basement. No label is attached in most cases, and with lapse 
of years its very existence is forgotten. Until a system of 
classification and proper storage arrangements are provided 
this material must remain practically inaccessible. No cata- 
logue or list has been prepared of either manuscript or 
printed material in this State. In the past year the secre- 
tary of state has had bound in uniform style all the session 
laws, all the legislative journals, and the reports of State 
officers since 1890. Back of that date the reports of State 
officers and miscellaneous pamphlets need to be classified and 
bound in order to preserve them and make them available. 
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REPORT ON THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NEW YORKJ 



Part I. — State Archives. 

The archives of the State of New York at Albany are 
preserved in the State library and in the various depart- 
mental offices where they originated. The collection in the 
State library, which is the largest and, viewed from the 
standpoint of the historian, the most important body of man- 
uscripts possessed by the State, has been formed by purchase, 
by gift, and by transfer from the office of the secretary of 
state of a considerable part of the manuscripts which that 
office once possessed. The process by which additions have 
been made to the collection in the State library can be 
traced in the various reports of that institution,* and espe- 
cially in State Library Bulletin (History) No. 3, June, 1899. 
This bulletin contains an annotated list of the principal 
manuscripts in the collection, arranged in the order in 

1 Iti the preparation of so much of this report as relates to the manuscripts in the 
State library, the compiler has been greatly indebted to Prof. C. W. Spencer, of Colgate 
University, and Prof. W. H. Nichols, of the University of Colorado, formerly students in 
Columbia University. They catalogued the collection, and the larger part of the list 
which they prepared appears in this report. The paragraphs dealing with the collec- 
tion of French manuscripts relating to D'Ibervllle's voyages and the Revolution were 
contributed by Mr. Arnold J. F. Van Laer, archivist, New York State library. Mr. Van 
Laer also prepared the report on the Dutch archives in Kingston and at Albany, and 
rendered much valuable assistance in the compilation of all that relates to the collec- 
tions in the State library. It is believed that this report on the Dutch records, together 
with the account of those within the present city of New York, contained in a later por- 
tion of the present report, includes the most important Dutch records of a public 
character now in the State. For the report on the records of Onondaga County, 
inserted as indicative of the volume and character of the archives to be found in the 
middle section of the State, the compiler is indebted to Dr. L. D. Scisco, also a former 
student in Columbia University. Thanks also are due to the many officials through 
whose courtesy much of the information in this report was obtained. 

For references to other accounts of the archives of New York, see the "List of 
printed indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories of historical 
manuscript" in the First Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission (Report of 
the American Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, pp. 489-491, 502-605). 

3 References to these "will be found in Report of American Historical Association, 1896. 

[1] 67 
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which they were acquired. . A comparison of its contents 
with the very comprehensive and satisfactory catalogue of 
records in the office of the secretary of state, submitted to 
the State senate in 1820 by J. V. N. Yates and printed in 
the senate journal of that year, will show to what extent the 
records in the library have been derived from the secretary's 
office. The transfer was chiefly made under chapter 120 of 
the laws of 1881. The Johnson Manuscripts, the Clinton 
Papers, the Tompkins Papers, and the remaining contents 
of the collection have come from other sources and at other 
times, some earlier and some later than 1881. 

In State Library Bulletin (History) No. 3, page 228, will be 
found a partial bibliography of lists, catalogues, and reports 
which relate to the manuscripts in the office of the secretary 
of state and in the State library. In the preparation of 
the present report use has been made of most of these, 
Bulletin No. 3 having been found especially helpful. An 
effort has been made to supplement rather than to supersede 
these helps. None of them are exhaustive, or wholly satis- 
factory, even within the limited fields which they seek to 
cover, but the information they give has been availed of, so 
far as it goes. The purpose of the compiler of this report 
has been to give a review of the archives of the State as a 
whole, including those of recent date as well as those belong- 
ing to the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Of the 
records of the nineteenth century, in which the remarkable 
broadening of State activity and centralizing of its functions, 
as evidenced by the rapid increase in the number of adminis- 
trative departments, is reflected, no description or catalogue 
has ever been prepared or even attempted. So great, indeed, 
is the bulk of these records that to catalogue them would be 
well nigh impossible, if not to a large extent useless. But 
a description of them can be given which shall indicate in 
general terms what their character and contents are. Such 
a description the compiler has tried to give, availing himself 
of the statements, oral and written, of departmental officials, 
and making such personal examination as was possible of 
the records themselves. Of the records in some of the older 
offices of the State government no attempt has ever been 
made to publish either a description or a catalogue. This is 
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true of the fiscal oflSces, of the office of engineer and sur- 
veyor, of the courts, and of the attorney -genei*al. These, 
however, possess many records of great value, and an eflfort 
has been made to indicate what they are. The collections 
relating to the history of the province of New York and to 
the earlier history of the State, to which attention in printed 
lists and catalogues has hitherto been exclusively directed, 
will, it is believed, appear in this report in their proper 
place, not as the whole, but as a part of the whole. In other 
words, an eflfort has been made to indicate, from the stand- 
point of its archives, what the historical development of the 
Commonwealth as an entirety has been. 

The digest of the law of New York relative to records, 
which forms the last section of this report, is believed to 
include all the important statutory provisions on the sub- 
ject. The laws disclose the ordinary American system of 
leaving records in the custody of the officials in whose offices 
they have originated. The result has been that, except at 
the State capitol /ind possibly a few other centers, no special 
care has been devoted to the preservation of records, and 
they have never been the subject of systematic or skilled 
management. From the nature of the case, judicial records 
have received most attention ?rom legislators and most care 
from custodians. Law and practice alike, however, in New 
York show the prevalent notion to be that clerks of cities, 
towns, and counties are the only natural record keepers for 
their localities, and that the routine service rendered by them 
in this direction is all that is desirable. No attempt has ever 
been made to supervise or control their work in this par- 
ticular. As a consequence, it has too often been the case 
that the public official knew and cared little about the older 
records under his charge, and found no time to concern him- 
self about any except those brought into requisition by the 
routine business of his office. The older records, therefore, 
have not only been allowed to fall into neglect and to remain 
practically inaccessible to inquirers, but even necessary pre- 
cautions against loss or damage through fire or other acci- 
dent, change of officials, change in the location of offices, 
lending of the records, and even positive theft have not 
always been taken. 
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DUTCH BECOBDS IN THE NEW YORK STATE LIBBABT, OFFICE 
OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, ALBANY COUNTY CLBRK'S 
OFFICE, RECORD ROOM OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF. THE 
CITY OF ALBANY, AND ULSTER COUNTY CLERK's OFFICE, 
AT KINGSTON, N. Y. 

The New York State library possesses two important col- 
lections of Dutch manuscripts relating to the early history 
of the colony. The first, embracing the period 1603-1678, 
consists of 16 volumes of transcripts of documents in the 
royal archives at the Hague and the archives of the city of 
Amsterdam, procured in 1841 by John Romeyn Brodhead 
as agent of the State. (See New York State Library Bulle- 
tin (History) No. 3, p. 225.) These papers were translated 
and edited by E. B. O'Callaghan as "Documents Relating to 
the Colonial History of the State of New York," Vols. 1, 2, 
Holland documents, Albany, 1856-1858. 

The second collection, containing the official transactions 
of the government established by the Dutch West India Com- 
pany for the years 1638-1664 and 1673-1674, with occasional 
papers for the intervening and subsequent periods, consists 
entirely of originals. Formerly bound in 48 volumes, they 
were, with the exception of two volumes and an index of 
Dutch patents, arranged and rebound in systematic order, 
under the supervision of E. B. O'Callaghan, about 1850, as 
part of the series of ''New York Colonial Manuscripts." 
(See History Bulletin 3, pp. 215-217.) A list of these papers 
appeared under the title, "Calendar of Historical Manu- 
scripts in the Office of the Secretary of State," Albany,. N. 
Y., edited by E. B. O'Callaghan, 2 vols., Albany, 1865-66. 
This calendar contains: Vol. 1, Dutch manuscripts, vols. 
1-21, 1630-1664; vol. 2, English manuscripts, vols. 22-101, 
1664-1776. The contents of the first 21 volumes are as 
follows: 

Vols. 1-3, register of the provincial secretary, 1638-60. 

Vols, 4-10, Council minutes, 1638-65. 

Vols. 11-15, correspondence of the director-general, 1646-64. 

Vol. 16, placards, writs, and Fort Orange records, 1647-63. 

Vol. 17, Curasao papers, 1640-65. 

Vols. 18-21, Delaware papers, 1646-82. 

All of these volumes, except volumes 20-21 of Delaware 
papers, are in the Dutch language. 
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Of the other volumes of the New York Colonial Manu- 
scripts, volumes 22, 24-32, 35-37, 39, 43-47, 49, and 69 contain 
a number of papers in Dutch, while volume 23, including the 
proceedings under Governor Anthony Colve, 1673-74, is 
almost entirely in Dutch. The State library has a transla- 
tion of most of these records by Francis Adrian Van der 
Kemp, in 24 manuscript volumes, commonly referred to as 
the "Albany Records." In regard to this translation, which 
is in all respects unsatisfactory, it may be well to repeat 
here what O'Callaghan has said in the preface to his Calen- 
dar of Historical Manuscripts: 

In the year 1815 the legislature authorized a translation of them to 
be made. It was begun in 1818 and completed in 1822. A careful 
examination of that work, page with page of the original, while prepar- 
ing this calendar, has satisfied me that the translation is, in many 
places, not only incorrect and unreliable but incomplete, several parts 
and pages of the original having been left untranslated. Grave mis- 
takes have been the consequence, much to the regret and annoyance of 
gentlemen engaged in the labor of historical research. Furthermore, 
the language of the translation has certainly not been drawn from ** the 
well of English pure and undefiled," as all admit who have had occa- 
sion to consult the work. For all these reasons the documents purely 
historical ought to be translated anew. 

This suggestion of preparing a new translation was partly 
carried out by O'Callaghan himself, the State library having 
two volumes of manuscript translations, from his hand, of 
volumes 1-4 of "New York Colonial Manuscripts," and also 
loose sheets of translations of volume 5, pages 1-14; volume 
16, page 33; all the Dutch documents in volume 22; and 
nearly all those in volume 23, as far as they are not printed 
in "Documents Relating to the Colonial History of the State 
of New York," vol. 2, pp. 571-730. Of the first volume of 
translations an index was printed, under the title "Index to 
Volumes 1, 2, and 3 of Translations of Dutch Manuscripts 
in the OflSce of the Secretary of State," by E. B. O'Calla- 
ghan (Albany, 1870), while volume 2 of the translations, 
covering volume 4 of the originals, has a manuscript index. 
Plans for continuing and printing these translations, with 
copies of the originals, are at present under discussion. 

The ordinances and regulations of the Dutch Government 
were selected and translated from the Dutch records by 
E. B. O'Callaghan, and printed separately as "Laws and 
Ordinances of Neyr Netherland, 1638-1674" (Albany, 1868). 
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Many other documents printed from this series will be 
found in volumes 12-14 of "Documents Relative to the Col- 
onial History of the State of New York," edited by B, 
Fernow (Albany, 1877-1883). 

The volumes of Dutch patents above referred to still 
retain their original bindings, marked GG, 1636-1649, and 
HH, 1654-1664. The manuscript index is entitled: " Index; 
Account of Dutch Records; Alphabetical Index of the Two 
Dutch Books of Provincial Patents GG and HH." (See 
History Bulletin 3, p. 217.) For a list of the patents in GG 
and HH see "Calendar of Historical Manuscripts," edited 
by E. B. O'Callaghan (Albany, 1865), vol. 1, pp. 364-387. 
Manuscript translations of these volumes are found in the 
office of the secretary of state, as follows: 

1. Translations of book of Dutch patents GG, v. 26, 164^1649. 514 

p. F. 

This translation, authorized by act of May 7, 1839, was completed by Cor- 
nelius D. Westbrook, July 23, 1841. It comprises patents of July 12, 1630- 
Sept. 20, 1661, in Volume GG, and also translations of the deed of Maryn 
Andriessen to Jan Jansen Damen, Sept. 20, 1642 (see N. Y. Col. MSS., vol. 2, r. 
83), and of the commissions to Martin Crieger and Comelis van Ruyven, 
Sept. 22 and 23, 1659 (see N. Y. Col. MSS., vol.18, p. 68). A careful exam- 
ination of part of this volume, page for page with the original, especially 
in regard to the correct description of boundaries of lands, has shown that 
the translation may be considered on the whole as satisfactory and reliable. 

2. Dutch patents and transports; translations, 1652-74. 86 p. F. 

This is a carefully prepared translation by James Van Ingen of part 1 of 
Volume HH, also called II, and covering patents of Sept. 5, 1662-Oct. 15, 
1653. It was received from the translator by the hands of his son, Sept. 8, 
1826. 

3. Translations from the Dutch, 1654-1655. 171 p. F. 

This is a translation by James Van Ingen of part 2 of Volume HH, cov- 
ering patents of Feb. 26, 1656-Apr. 5, 1664. It was completed Oct. 18, 1822. 
The translation, like the preceding one, may be regarded as correct and 
satisfactorv. 

4. Index of Dutch patent deeds, 1630-1661. 49 p. F. 

This is an index of names for the above volumes of translations, and, 
like most old indexes, not implicitly to be relied upon. 

Among, the Dutch records in the New York State library 
there remains to be mentioned a volume entitled "Albany: 
R. P. Dutch Church Records, 1685-1700," 92 p., F., being 
the account book of deacons Jan Vinnagen [Vinhagen] and 
Albert Ryckman, similar in character to the deacons book 
of 1666-66 printed in Joel Munsell's ''Collections on the 
History of Albany" (Albany, 1865), vol. 1, pp. 4-25. It 
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contains among other things the names of persons who con- 
tributed to the salaries of ministers Gideon Schaets and 
Godefridus Dellius. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

With the exception of a few Dutch land papers indicated 
in " Calendar of New York Colonial Manuscripts, Indorsed 
Land Papers; in the Office of the Secretary of the State of 
New York, 1643-1803" (Albany, 1864), no Dutch records 
are kept in this office. For the translations of Dutch patents 
GG and HH, 1620-64, see the account of these volumes in 
the report on Dutch manuscripts in the New York State 
library. 

ALBANY COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE AND RECORD ROOM OF THE COMMON 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ALBANY. 

The volumes of Dutch records in these two offices, illus- 
trating the early history of Albany and Schenectady counties, 
are 19 in number. They comprise: 

(a) The proceedings of the courts of Fort Orange and Albany, 1652-86. 
8 vols. 

(6) Records of all formal transactions acknowledged before the clerk of 
the court or the secretary of the village of Beverwyck, such as 
deeds, bonds, mortgages, leases, wills, inventories, etc. 8 vols. 

(c) Account books of the city of Albany, 1702-65. 3 vols. 

Of the court proceedings, No. 6 on the detailed list given 
below is referred to in "Documentary History of the State 
of New York" (Albany, 1849), vol. 1, p. 393, as one of the 
volumes in the county clerk's office. Munsell, in his ' ' Annals 
of Albany," vol. 2, p. 88, mentions it, together with Nos. 3 
and 5, as being kept in the office of the clerk of the conmion 
council. At present all three of the volumes are in the 
county clerk's office, while Nos. 7-8, containing minutes of 
the mayor's court, 1686-1702, are in the record room of the 
common council. Of the account books, Nos. 17-19 on the 
list, volume 1 is in the county clerk's office, while volumes 
2-3 are in the record room of the common council. This 
confusion was caused in the first place by the fire in the old 
city hall, in February, 1880, when all the records became 
mixed; but since then single volumes have been transferred 
back and forth from one office to the other until no definite 
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location can be assigned to them. For these reasons it seems 
best to treat here the Dutch records in both offices as one set. 

Manuscript calendars, by B. Fernow, of the majority of 
these records are in the county clerk's office, while in some 
volumes are found marginal notes in pencil, probably by 
Prof. Jonathan Pearson, of Union College, stating the nature 
of the document, the date, and the names of the contracting 
parties. An index of names, including the Ulster County 
records, at Kingston, N. Y., authorized by ch. 429, Laws of 
1893, as amended by ch. 268, Laws of 1896, and by ch. 471, 
Laws of 1899, is nearly completed and will soon be published. 
No plans for printing either fuU translations of the records 
or a synopsis of them, as has now and then been erroneously 
stated by the press, are at present entertained. 

The following is a list of the Dutch records in both offices, 
the titles being given as lettered on the back. "Co. rec." 
indicates county records in the Albany County clerk's office; 
"City rec." indicates city records in record room of the 
common council, in the tower of the city hall at Albany: 

1. Court minutes, 1652, 1656. 321 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains minutes of Apr. 15, 1652-Dec. 12, 1656. Calendared by B. Fer- 
now. 

Fort Orange records of Oct. 4, 165&-Dec. 11, 1657, are in N. Y. Col. MSS., 
vol. 16, part 2, pp. 1-124. 

2. Court minutes, 2, 1658-1660; Mortgage No. 1, 1652, 1660. 447 p. F. 

Co. rec. 

Title on front cover reads: ••Fort Orange proceedings, deeds, Indian 
treaties, bills of sale, etc., bonds, etc., powers of attorney, Jan., 1652-Nov., 
1660." 

This volume contains 211 pages of minutes of the court of Fort Orange, 
Jan. 8, 1658-Dec. 2, 1659, calendared in O'Callaghan's Calendar of Historical 
Manuscripts, vol. 1, pp. 317-22. Of the rest of the volume, containing mort- 
gages, etc., a MS. calendar is in the county clerk's office. 

Fort Orange records of Jan. la-Dec. 30, 1660, are In N. Y. Ctol. MSS., vol. 16, 
part 3, pp. 133-232. 

3. Court minutes, 1668, 1672. 335 p. F. Co. riec. 

Title on fly leaf reads: ••Prothocolle van Albany, Colonic Rensselaersw: 
ende Schaenhechtede, begonnen den 3/13 September, anno 1668. ' ' Contains 
minutes of Sept. 3/13, 1668-Feb. 15, 1672/3. Calendared by B. Fernow. 

4. [Court minutes, 1675-1684.] 210 p. F. Co. rec. 

Has no title on the back nor on the fly leaf. 

Contains minutes of Aug. 24, 1675-Mar. 10, 1683/4. Calendared by B. 
Fernow. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



[9] 



REPORT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 75 



5. Proceedings of the commissioners of magistrates, 1676, 1680. 504 p. 

F. Co. rec. 

Contains proceedings of the magistrates of Albany of Jan. 4, 1676-May 
7, 1680. Calendared by B. Fernow. 

6. Proceedings; Justices of the peace, 1680-1685. 337 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains minutes of June 3, 1680-Dec. 1, 1686. Calendared by B. Fernow. 

In the record room of the common council is also found a volume of 
131+165 pages, entitled •• Minutes, 1(576-1685, vol.2," containing a synopsis 
of part of No. 5, mpra, and of the whole of No. 6. Munsell, in his Annals of 
Albany, vol. 2, p. 88, speaks of this volume in the following terms: *'The 
common council ordered them [Nos.3, 5, and 6 of this list] to be translated 
several years ago, but the [person employed for that purpose has merely 
given a sjmopsis of the last two volumes, in such a way that they are of no 
use to anybody." The usefulness depends largely upon the object in view. 
To all appearances the sjmopsis is quite full and satisfactory. 

Five pages of minutes of a court of sessions, Mar. 3-June 2, 1685, are 
found in Deeds, vol. 4, for which see below. 

7. Minutes, 1686-1694. Vol. 3. 106+27 p. (reverse side). F. City 

rec. 

This is a volume of engrossed minutes, printed entire in Munsell's 
Annals of Albany, vol. 2, pp. 88-143. The larger part of the minutes are in 
English. 

8. Minutes, 1686-1702. Vol. 4. 476 p. F. City rec. 

These are the rough drafts of the proceedings of the common council and 
the court of mayor and aldermen. A number of minutes marked " niet te 
registreren" (not to be entered) are not in the engrossed minutes of the 
preceding number. Twelve loose sheets, laid in the volume, contain a syn- 
opsis of all the Dutch minutes, 33 in number, and of one minute not found 
in this volume, but in No. 7. 

9. Mortgage book, 1753-65. 113 + 202 p. F. Co. rec. 

Also called " Mortgage book, B." The first 113 pages are in Dutch and 
contain the "Minutes of y* court of Mayor, Aldermen, commonalty of y« 
City of Albany and y« Military oflftcers of y« same; 24 day of June, 1689-4 
March, 1690." Here are found the papers relating to the burning of Sche- 
nectady, printed in Documentary History of the State of New York, vol. 1, 
pp. 302-306. 

The second part of the volume, which is iusEnglish, contains mortgages of 
Albany and Schenectady for Nov. 28, 1763-June 18, 1765. For earlier mort- 
gages see •♦ Court minutes, 2, 1668^-1660," No. 2 in the present list. 

10. Notarial papers, 1660, 1676. Vol. 1. 616 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains contracts, leases, inventories, bonds, indentures of apprentice- 
ship, powers of attorney, etc., acknowledged before Dlrck Van Schelluyne 
and Adriaen Van Ylpendam, notaries public, Aug. 17, 1660-Jan. 6, 1676/7. 
Calendared by B. Fernow. 

11. Notarial papers, 1677, 1695. Vol. 2. 577 p. F. Co. rec. 

Same character as No. 10. Transactions of Jan. 6, 1676/7-Apr. 7, 1695. 
Calendared by B. Fernow. 

12. Wills, No. 1, 1691, 1835. 366 -f 145 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains wills, 1, Oct. 6, 1691-Nov. 18, 1772,366 pp.; wills, 2, June 8, 177^- 
Jan. 12, 1836, 146 pp. Calendared by B. Fernow. 
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13. Deed book, No. 1, A, 1656, 1678. 210 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains deeds of Oct. 16, 1666-June 20, 1678. Calendared by B. Femow. 

14. Deeds, No. 2, B, 1654, 1680. 869 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains deeds of Aug. 19, 1654-July, 1679, Calendared by B. Femow. 

Nos. 13 and 14 have been translated and edited by Prof. Jonathan Pearson, 
under the title " Early Re<'ords of the City and County of Albany and Colony 
of Rensselaerswyck, 165(>-1675" (Albany, 1869) ; reprinted with a •' Key to the 
names of persons," "Contributions for the gencalogries of the first settlers 
of Albany," and " Diagram of the home lots of the village of Beverwyck," 
in Munsell's Collections on the histoiy of Albany, vol. 3, pp. 1-224, and 
vol. 4, pp. 84-510. 

15. Deed book, 3, 1678, 1687. 353 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains deeds of July 1, 1678-Dec. 31, 1687. A few of the instroments 
are in English. Calendared by B. Femow. 

16. Deeds, 4, D, 1688, 1708. 342 -f 5 p. F. Co. rec. 

Contains deeds of Jan. 1, 1688/9-May 1, 1708, part y in Dutch. These 
have been calendared by B. Femow. In the same volume are also five 
pages of minutes of a court of session, March 3-June 2, 1685. Later volumes 
of deeds are entirely in English. 

17. City treasurer, 1702. 87 folios, F. Co. rec. 

Title on fly leaf reads: "Schult Boeck belangende aen de Stad van 
Albany, etc. Begonnen desen 25Maert 1702, gehouden door Anthony Brat, 
Treasaurier." 
Contains accounts of the city of Albany of Mar. 25, 1702-Oct. 14, 1721. 

18. Account book. 1721-1743. Vol. 2. 132 folios, F. City rec. 

Bound in vellum, no title on back or on fly leaf. Contains accounts of 
Jan. 1, 1720/21-Jan. 1742/3. 

19. Account book. 1740-1811. 'Vol. 3. 283 p. F. City rec. 

Title on fly leaf reads: " Schuld boeck aan de Staet (sic) Albany." 
Contains accounts of Oct. 14, 1740-Nov., 1765, in Dutch, 94 folios or 188 pp; 
accounts of 1786-Aug. 9, 1811, in English, pp. 189-283. 

An examination of the loose papers in file cases, kept in 
the record room of the common council, showed further one 
document in Dutch, of July 26, 1683. This is a copy of the 
purchase of Saratoga from the Indians, in behalf of Cornelis 
van Dyck, Jan Jansen Bleecker, Peter Phil: Schuyler, and 
Joh^ Wendel. 

ULSTER COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE, KINGSTON. 

The Dutch records of Ulster County consist of 6 volumes 
of court proceedings, 1661-84; 5 volumes of secretary's 
papers, containing deeds, mortgages, etc., 1664-79, and a 
number of deacons' account books and church records of 
1676-1766. The latter, showing the names of church mem- 
bers, dates of arrival and death of pastors, the distribution 
of the poor fund, and various other matters indicating local 
customs and observances, are of the greatest interest for the 
study of the origin and growth of the churches in and around 
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Kingston. After having been missing for many years from 
the clerk's office, these Dutch records were finally returned 
and are kept at present, with some English records of more 
recent date, under lock and key in a flat, square wooden box. 
While thus in a measure secure against theft, the dilapi- 
dated condition in which these unique and priceless originals 
are allowed to remain is a matter of no little astonishment, 
and contrasts curiously with the care bestowed upon the 
preservation of their translations. Some of them, still in 
the form of separate quires, loosely stitched together, are 
entirely without cover; others, once substantially bound, 
have only the leather back and the fly leaves left to them for 
protection, the covers having in every instance been torn off. 
In regard to the preparation of the translations above re- 
ferred to, the following resolution, offered by Mr. Deyo, 
was adopted by the board of supervisors of Ulster County 
at their meeting of December 13, 1895: 

•'That the ancient records of this county, recently returned to the 
county clerk's office, be translated from the Dutch into English, by a 
competent translator to be selected by the county judge, and that the 
same be properly boimd under the direction of the county clerk, the 
entire cost not to exceed the sum of five hundred dollars, the bill there- 
for to be audited by the chairman of this board." 

In accordance with this resolution. Judge A. T. Clearwater 
of Kingston selected in 1896 Mr. Diederik Versteeg, a native 
of Holland and official translator of the Holland Society of 
New York, to make a full translation of the records — a task 
occupying most of the translator's time for three consecutive 
years. 

The translations, substantially bound in three large folio 
volumes, are entitled: "Deeds; translations, Dutch records, 
Ulster County," and contain: 

Vol. 1 (645 pp.). Bond of May 31, 1658, and records of July 12, 1661- 

Feb. 16, 1672/3. 
Vol. 2 (640 pp. ). Records of Feb. 21, 1672/3-Oct 23, 1682. 
Vol. 3 (390 pp.) . Records of Nov., 1682-Oct. 22, 1766. 

At the time this report was prepared the translations were 
temporarily removed to Albany for the purpose of being 
indexed in accordance with chapter 471 of the Laws of 1899, 
and consequently could not be compared with the originals 
at Kingston. A careful reading of part of the work, how- 
ever, has left the impression that the translation, although 
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not faultless, is a creditable one, and may, in general, J)e ac- 
cepted as reliable. A few obvious blunders in taking the 
common present-day acceptation of a word instead of the 
older meaning intended in the records, show that the work 
has not been carefully revised, but these errors are as a rule 
unimportant and can easily be coiTCcted in case the transla- 
tions should be printed. 

The following is a list of all the Dutch records, as found 
in the box referred to: 

1. Court records, 1, 1661-64. 336 pp. F. 

Contains copy of a bond by the inhabitants of Wiltwyck to demolish 
separate dwellings and surround the village with a stockade, May 31, 1666, 
and court minutes of July 12, 1661-May 6, 1664. 

2. Court records, 2, 1664^-67. 360 pp. F. 

Minutes of June 29, 1664-Nov. 5/16, 1667. 

3. Court records, 3, 1667-73. 302 pp. F. 

Minutes of Nov. 12/22, 1667-Aug. 26, 1673. At the end are found an inden- 
ture cf service acknowledged before the secretary, 1672/3, and summons to 
appear before the next court of sessions, the latter in English. 

4. Court records, 4, 1673-75; also marked "Liber C." 100 pp. F. 

Minutes of Nov. 9, 1673-Nov. 11, 1676. 

5. Court records, 5, 1676-84. 243 pp. F. 

Minutes of Dec. 22, 167&-Oct. 16, 16S4. Contains one instrument acknowl- 
edged before Thos. Garton, justice of the peace, of Dec. 19, 1686. 

In this volume is found also a list of the "Prottocol" or court records, 
stating which pages were missing on Feb. 19, 1700/1. 22 books are enumer- 
ated. 

6. Court records, 6, 1681-84. 364 pp. F. 

Contains (a) minutes of Jan. 8, 1680/1-March 13, 1683/4, 172 pp.; (6) 
minutes of March 16, 1680/1-Sept. 6, 1683, pp. 173-364. 

7. Secretary's papers. Liber A, 1664r-65. 140 pp. F. 

Contains depositions, deeds, mortgages, etc., April 7, 1664-Dec. 31, 1665. 

8. Secretary's papers, Liber B, 1661-81. 442 pp. F. 

Contains: (a) register of the secretary, Jan. 6, 1666-July 23, 1667, 190 pp. 

(6) Contract of sale of horses, Gouwert Poulussen to Cornells Barentsen 
Slecht, 1670; and two memoranda of fees due March 16, 1670, and Nov. 9, 
1673, pp. 191-192. Pp. 193-220 are blank. 

(c) Register of the secretary, Jan. 11-Nov. 22, 1675, pp. 221-36. Pp. 236-64 
are blank. 

(d) Register of the secretary, March 10, 1676-Nov. 9, 1676, pp. 265-76. Pp. 
277-92 are blank. 

(e) Register of the secretary, Jan. 6, 1678/9-Feb. 29, 1680, pp. 293-96. P. 
296 is blank. 

(/) Transport for three negro slaves, John CoUoway to Gabriel Minvlele, 
1680 (in English). P. 297. Pp. 298-316 are blank. 

(fir) Register of the secretary, March 3, 1679-Feb. 27, 1679/80, pp. 317-81. 
P. 382 is blank. 

(A) Indenture, Dec. 23, 1678 (in English). P. 383. Pp. 384-400 are blank. 

(i) Register of the secretary, March 3, 1679/80-Jan. 7. 1680A, pp. 401-42. 
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9. Secretary's papers, Liber C, 1669-72. Pp. 13-166. F. Pp. 1-12 are 
blank. 

Ck>ntaiii8 register of Secretary La Montagne, Dec. 27, 1669-Oct. 7, 1672. 

10. Secretary's papers, Liber D, 1672-73. 

Ck)ntaiiis deeds, etc., Nov. 4, 1672-Aprll 20, 1673, marked in margin of first 
page "E." 

11. Secretary's papers, Liber E, 1676-79. 216 pp. F. 

Ck>ntains (a) register of Secretary La Montagne, March 29, 1676-March 5, 
1678/9, pp. 3-133. 

(6) Minutes of the court of sessions, April 26, 1676-Dec. 14, 1680 (reverse 
side), pp. 134-216. 

12. Reecq: van het arme gelt tot Kingstowne. 7 p. F. 

Account of the poor fund of the church at Kingston, Oct. 12, 1676-Nov.6, 
1681, and Jiine 26, 1772-May 12, 1774. 

13. Groot Boeck, Nomber A, gehouden door Wilhelmusd' Meyer, diaken 

tot Kingstowne, beginnende 13 Nov., 1681, en Eyndigende 1 Jan., 
1683. 36 folios. F. 

Deacon's book. Containing accounts of Nov. 13, 1681-Jan. 1, 1683, and Jan. 
7, 168a-Jan. 1, 1684. 

14. Rekenyng gehouden door Benjamijn Provoost van de inkomst en 

uytgijft van het Arme gelt tot Kingstoom, 1686. 18 pp. F. 

15. Kingstoun, 1686; Den onfank van*t Arme gelt, Jan. 3, 1686^an. 8, 

1686/7. 6 folios. F. 

16. Reecq: van ontfangst en uytgift van Abraham Lamaitre en Comelis 

gerritse, Dyakens, Beginnende Den 1"^ Maij 1692 tot Den 12 
Novemb^ 1693. 6 pp. F. 

17. Reeckening van Abraham Lamaitre en Arent teunisse, Dijakens tot 

Kingstowne, 3 Jan., 1696/7-13 June, 1698. 9 pp. F. 

18. Joumaal, No. C, Begonnen Int Jaar 1703/4 den 4 January gehouden 

door Coenraadt Elvendorp en Hans Kierstede, Diakens, 2 Jan., 
1703/4-11 Aug., 1719. 39 pp. F. 

Has one page in English, containing a list of bills received and to whom 
given out, July 4-Nov. 1, 1788. 

19. Generale Kerken ordinanties voor de gemeenten toegedaen d'onver- 

anderte Augspurgse [confessie] naar voorgaande coUatie met de 
Generale Kercken ordinantie door 't Hoogh Eerw: Lutherse Con- 
sistorium t' Amsterdam ons gecommuniceert en van 't ook Hoogh 
■Eerw: Consistorium — ons gerecommandeert op onze Christelyke 
Gemeenten in de Province New York en New Jersey toepasselyk 
. gemaakt; Loonenburgh in d' county of Albany anno 1742, May 
2*«. 48 pp. F. 

Signed: ** Loonenburg 1746. Peter Nicolas Sommer," and for the consistory 
of Loonenburg: •♦Johannes Christophorus Hartwlg." 

20. Plan for building a church at Marbletown, Dec. 1, 1743. 4 pp. F. 

21. Plan for building a church at New Paltz, Aug. 29, 1766. 9 pp. F. 

Contains also the conditions under which the petition for building the 
church is granted and a description of the lot, both in English. 
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The following is a brief list of the early English records 
kept with the Dutch papers in the box: 

1. Indictments of the grand jur5r, 1684. 

2. Town court minutes, 1688/^98. 

3. Town court minutes, 1706-12. 

4. Town court minutes, 1724-46. 

5. Town court minutes, 1746-47. 

6. Minutes of the court of sessions and of the court of common pleas at 

Kingston, Sept., 1693-Dec. 3, 1698. 

This volume has one entry in Dutch, for a translation of which see 
Translationd, vol. 3, p. 378. 

7. Minutes of the court of sessions, 1737-50. 

8. Minutes of the court of common pleas, 1759. 

9. Minutes of the board of supervision, 1712-31. 

10. Minutes, of the board of supervision, 1793-1806. 

11. Minutes of the commissioners for laying out the King's Highways or 

Rhodes for the County of Ulster at Kingston, Sept. 8, 1722- April 
11, 1769. 

One survey of Aug. 6, 1749, is in Dutch; for a translation see Translations, 
vol. 3, p. 379. 

12. Assessment roll, 1716/7. 

13. Assessment roll, 1728/9. 

14. Account book, ledger, 1708-70. 

15. Account book, ledger, of Marbletown, 1719-95. 

MANUSCRIPTS IN THE STATE LIBRARY RELATING TO 
EVENTS SINCE THE ENGLISH CONQUEST IN 1664. 

The original charter of the province of New York, granted by Charles 
II to the Duke of York, 1664. Parchment, bound. 
Bulletin, p. 210. 
The Duke's Laws, 1664. 

This is a copy certified by the secretary of the province, M. Wren, as 
agreeing with the original. Bulletin, p. 221. 

Calendar of court of assizes, 1665-72. 

Calendar of general entries, 1671-74. 

Calendar of warrants, orders, passes, etc., 1674-79. 

Calendar of general entries, 1678-80. 

Calendar of orders, warrants, etc., 1680-82. 

Calendar of entries, 1682-83. 

Calendar of licenses, warrants, 1686-1702. 

Calendar of pass book, 1680-91. 

MSS. calendars by Berthold Femow. 

General entries and council minutes. — ^These have been 
transferred from the office of the secretary of state. There, 
as appears in Yates's Report, page 21, they formed one 
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series, volumes 1-33. It was natural that originally they 
should have been so arranged, for the general entries con- 
tain many of the documents which gave rise to proceedings 
recorded in the minutes of the executive council of the 
province. Since Yates's report was prepared the series 
has been divided, general entries and council minutes and 
records of the court of assize being each put by itself. 
General entries, however, still bear the numbers they had 
in the original series (vols. 1, 4, 32, 33), and pertain to events 
between 1664 and 1683. They contain letters of and to the 
governors, conamissions, orders, passes, permits, etc. Vol- 
ume 1 has been printed in State Library Bulletin (History) 
No. 2. The council minutes are the journal of the council 
of the province in both its executive and legislative capacity. 
They fiJl 28 volumes, being volumes 3 (1668-78) and 5-31 
(1683-1776) of the original series. They will be found 
described in Bulletin (History) No. 3, page 218. The exec- 
utive minutes in this series have not yet been printed, save 
as they appear in volumes 11, 12, and 13 of the New York 
Colonial Documents. Besides forming a part of the earlier 
volumes, they entirely fill volumes 19, 21, 23, 25, 26, 29, and 
31 of the series. Manuscript indexes to a part of this series 
exist in 4 volumes, also an index at the back of each volume 
and a calendar of all the volumes, by B. Fernow, which is 
now in press. 

Volume 2 of the above series is entitled "Court of As- 
size," 1665-1672, and contains letters, orders, divorces, etc., 
proceeding from that court. Both an index and a calendar 
of this exist in manuscript. (Bulletin, p. 217.) 

Many original drafts of council minutes and volumes of 
rough copies of the same have also been preserved. These 
are apparently the 62 such books referred to by Yates as in 
existence in his time, and which, as they had been engrossed 
in council books, he thought it not worth while to bind. 
That O'Callaghan made use of these rough minutes in edit- 
ing the minutes of the legislative council is indicated by 
the fact that he supplied the entries for August 31 and Sep- 
tember 5-13, 1728, which are not in the bound volumes of 
engrossed copies of the series. The minutes of the eastern 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 6 
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boundary committee for the period, July 14r-November 16, 
1753, and the minutes of the executive council for December 
4, 1775-February 14, 1776, are lacking in the engrossed 
volumes, and appear only in the rough copies. 

In historic order the next group of manuscripts is that 
designated by Yates as "Miscellaneous records," in 32 num- 
bered volumes. These include an important part of the 
records which originally belonged in the office of the secre- 
tary of the province and the later secretary of state. They 
will be found subdivided and classified in Bulletin (History) 
No. 3, pp. 218-220. They consist of orders, licenses, war- 
rants, treasury warrants, warrants of survey, colonial pre- 
cedents, certificates of election, certificates of incorporation, 
statements of territorial claims affecting New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Jersey, a report of 
commissioners to determine Vermont claims, and finally the 
Military Balloting Book of 1790 and 1794. These documents 
range between the dates 1665 and 1808. 

To be somewhat more specific concerning the contents of 
some of these: The Pass Book, 1680-1694 (No. 4 in the orig- 
inal series), contains records of permits of vessels to enter 
and clear from the port of New York. On page 68 of the 
Pass Book is a memorandum of books and writings ''taken 
out of this office by Edward Randolph esq., Sec'y. of the 
Dominion of New England and carried to Boston." Yates, 
on the strength of this, wrote to Boston, but could find 
no trace of the missing documents. Of the two volumes 
entitled "Licenses, Warrants, etc." (Nos. 5 and 6), the for- 
mer (1686-1702) contains licenses to purchase lands from the 
Indians, warrants of survey, and orders to prepare drafts 
of patents. Pages 50-109 of this volume contain a variety 
of papers relating to the administration of Governor Don- 
gan. Volume 2 (1702-1712) contains licenses, warrants, and 
orders (pp. 1-162), and, throughout the rest of the book, 
orders upon the collector and receiver general (1703-1705), 
all signed by CoTnbury, and numbered from 269 to 510. 
(See the volume mentioned below, entitled '' Payments from 
the Public Chest. ") The five volumes of Treasury Warrants 
(Nos. 7-12) are authoritatively designated as "Warrants 
issued for payment of moneys out of the revenue of the 
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Province of New York or otherwise, by order of his excel 
lency the governor in council." The warrants are addressed 
to the collector and receiver general, and those for the pay- 
ment of salaries are not numbered. 

The volume entitled ''Colonial Precedents" (No. 15) con- 
tains specimens of a great variety of official documents used 
during the first half of the eighteenth century, e. g., forms 
used in prerogative court and chancery, powers of attor- 
ney, commissions to administer oaths, commissions to mili- 
tary officers, petitions for warrants of survey, warrants 
for impressment of seamen, indentures, pardons, election 
returns, etc. 

Volume 16, entitled ''Warrants of Survey," seems to 
have been used for much the same purpose as its predecessor, 
and contains a larger amount of miscellaneous material, gfuch 
as depositions by persons in England, orders to pay salaries 
out of quitrents, etc., than it does of land papers. 

Volumes 26-27 of the series, containing certificates of 
election from 1779 to 1814, and volume 28, containing cer- 
tificates of incorporation, are still in the office of the secre- 
tary of state. Little, if any, of the material in this series 
has been printed save the Military Balloting Book and the 
Report of the Commissioners on the New Jersey Boundary, 
1808.' 

A folio volume entitled "Payments from the Public 
Chest, 1702-1705," contains abstracts of warrants, the num- 
bers on the warrants corresponding with those in volume 6 
of Licenses and Warrants and volumes 7 and 8 of Treasury 
Warrants. 
Accounts of the treasurer of the Province of New York, 1737-1750. 

This is a large folio and is full of matter of great importance to the stu- 
dent of the fiscal history of the province. Some of the entries in it go back 
to 1726. 

Treasury bonds, Book A. Bonds for payment of duties on liquors, Feb. 
5, 1768-Apr. 24, 1772. 

Tonnage book, No. 22, Jan. 2, 1762-Aug. 29, 1767. Tonnage book, 1768. 

Wine entered for exportation. Book A, June 4, 1768-Oct. 13, 1774. 

Letter book, receiver-general's office, 1766. Thin folio. 

Account of George Joseph Moore with Hon. George Clarke, for the secre- 
tary's fees, 1744-1745. 



1 The date of the report of the commissioners at Greenwich is 1743, not 1748, as stated 
in the Bulletin. 
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Commissions, 1680-1770. 5 vols. 

Volume 3 misBing. These are a part of a long series of such documents, 
the larger number of which still remain in the office of the secretary of 
state. Reference to them will be found under that head; also in Bulletin, 
p. 218. 

Dongan's laws. 78 pp. Folio. 

Contains the acts passed by the first general assembly of the province, 
1683-1684. These are now printed in the Colonial Laws of New York, pre- 
pared under the care of the commissioners of statutory revision. Bulletin, 
p. 221. 

Bills which failed to become laws, 1685-1770. 3 vols. 
Bulletin, p. 221. 



New York assembly journals, 1699, 1700, 1740, 1766-67. 

Bulletin, p. 212. 
London documents. 47 vols. 
Paris documents. 17 vols. 



1 folio vol. 



All printed in 
York," vols. 7-10. 



'Documents relating to the Colonial History of New 



Marriage bonds, 1672-1784. 41 vols. 

Indexes are now printed. Bulletin, p. 221. 

Extracts from the correspondence of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, with the missionaries T. Poyer, S. 
Seabury, and others, relating to Long Island. 1704-1779. 
Copy of roll of officers and men of the late Lord Lovelace's company 

upon duty at Albany, Feb. 25, 1709/10. Thin folio. 
Indentures of Palatine children, 1710-1711. Thin folio. 

Bulletin, p. 224. Names from these are printed in Doc. Hist, of New York, 
Vol. III. 

We now come to certain land papers and papers concern- 
ing trade, revenue, and Indian relations, most of which are 
not mentioned in the Bulletin or in other printed catalogues 
of this collection. 

From preceding and subsequent references in this report 
it will be found that there are in this collection returns of 
survey for 1683-1686 and warrants of survey for 1692-1714, 
1721-1732, 1765-1769, 1769-1776, 1785-1786. 

New York land patents. Original drafts. 

Vol. 1, 1680-1687. Index. 66 patents. 

Vol. 2, 1687-1722. Index. 95 patents. 

Vol. 3, 1720-1727. Index. 63 patents. 

Vol. 4, 1721-1739. Index. 52 patents. 

Vol. 5, 1727-1736. Index. 53 patents. 

Vol. 6, 1740-1751. Index. 47 patents. 
Bulletin, p. 214. 
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Land patents. Original drafts. 

Vol. 1, 1752-1761. Index. 41 patents. 
Vol. 2, 1762-1768. Index. 46 patents. 
Vol. 3, 1769-1770. 70 patents. 
Vol. 4, 1771-1772. 50 patents. 
Vol. 5, 1772-1775. 43 patents. 

One folio volume, containing descriptions of land patents, arranged by 
counties, generally in chronological order, though this is not strictly 
followed, each county having its own set of numbers, beginning with 
No. 1. The abstract gives *' County's name and number of the grant; 
The governor's name that granted and the date of the grant; The 
granters' names; The quitrent reserved, in proclamation money, in 
wheat, in skins, in lambs, etc. ; The description of the lands or quan- 
tity granted; Annual amounts of the quitrent in proclamation money." 

New York County, 1676-1752, pp. 1-6. 

Ulster County, 1670-May 2, 1775, pp. 11-29, 183 patents. 

Dutchess County, Oct. 17, 1685-Nov. 24, 1772, pp.' 31-34, 19 
patents. 

Orange County, Dec. 19, 1685-Mar. 14, 1775, pp, 37-42, 35 patents. 

Westchester County, Oct. 16, 1668-Sept. 25, 1771, pp. 45-52, 41 
patents. 

Kings County, Dec. 3, 1667-Oct. 13, 1740, pp. 55-^57, 22 patents. 

Queens County, Sept. 29, 1677-July 10, 1767, pp. 61-66, 41 patents. 

Suffolk County, Oct. 5, 1665-Apr. 1, 1734, pp. 69-73, 33 patents. 

Richmond County, May 15, 1672-Aug. 11, 1749, pp. 77-96, 169 
patents. 

Albany County, July 26, 1677-Oct., 1765, pp. 97-148, 446 patents. 

Accounts of grants, etc., in the counties of Cumberland, Charlotte, 
Albany, Tryon, and Gloucester, from 1766 to 1775. 
Cumberland, pp. 1-23. 
Charlotte, pp. 29-43. . 
Albany, pp. 43-68, and p. 75. 
Tryon, pp. 23-29. 
Gloucester, pp. 68-72. 

Abstracts of land grants. 10 folio volumes. Each volume contains: 
Governor's name and date; Patentees; Rents reserved and other serv- 
ices; Book and folio; Denomination and description of the land; 
Observations. 

Westchester County, April 20, 1666-Sept. 25, 1771. 

Orange and Dutchess counties, 1685-1775. 

Tryon County, Sept. 10, 1772-June 22, 1775. 

Charlotte County, May 7, 1772-June 25, 1775. 

Cumberland County, July 14, 1766-Oct. 13, 1772. 

Gloucester County, March 29, 1770-June 20, 1775. 

This volume contains a list entitled ••Abstract of patents granted by the 
late colony of New York with the amount of quit rents due 29 Sept., 1776." 
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Abstracts of land grants, etc: — Continued. 

Richmond County, Oct. 4, 1664-Aug. 22, 1716, 

Dates in this yolume are much mixed. The volume closes with the entry 
"The aforegoing contain all that are entered in the Secretary's office book 
subject Quits. Examined 17 Oct., 1786. Byrne. Robert Harpur, D-Sec'y." 
First two pages much torn. 

Queens County, Dec. 18, 1665-nJuly 10, 1767. 

This yolume contains (separately) an "Account of money due for clerk's 
fees as rendered by James Fairlie, clerk of the supreme court in the city of 
New York," etc. Undated. 

Kings County, Nov., 1667-Oct. 13, 1740. 
Suffolk County, 1666-1735. 

Ck)ntains record of a grant in Cornwall County, on the east side of the 
Kennebec, by Gov. Dongan, Dec. 6, 1686. 

New York County, Feb. 26, 1665-May 27, 1755. 

First two pages much torn. Closes with the following entry: "The 
aforegoing docquet from no. 1 in p. 87 to no. 66 in this page correspond with 
the Secretary's Office book and are all that are therein contained. Com- 
pared therewith by me, 16 Oct., 1686. Robert Harpur. D-Sec'y." 

Albany County, Sept. 25, 1665-Aug. 22, 1775. 
Much wrinkled and edges torn. 
Territorial rights, 1750. 

Bulletin, p. 220. Inside title, "Collection of evidence in vindication of 
the territorial rights and jurisdiction of the State of New York against the 
claims of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and New Hampshire and 
the people of the grants who are commonly called Vermonters," 1750-1770. 

Consists mostly of extracts from the couBcil minutes, from the correspond- 
ence of governors, minutes of councils with the Indians, etc., 1664 et seq. 
Printed entire in Colls, of N. Y. Hist. Soc, 1869, pp. 281-628. 

Various quitrent accounts, 1722-1806, viz: 

Journal receipt of His Majesty's quitrents, 1722-1738-39. Bound 
in vellum, folio. Marked 1722-1734, but really goes down to 
1738-39. 

Made out by counties : 

New York, pp. 1-4. 

Albany, pp. 16-21. 

Westchester, pp. 35-38. 

Ulster, pp. 44-53. 

Kings, pp. 73-76. 

Orange, pp. 89-91. 

Queens, pp. 109-112. 

Dutchess, pp. 128-129. 

Suffolk, pp. 145-148. 

Richmond, pp. 157-167. 
From page 175 on is "The general accompt of the King's Quit rents" 
stated by Archibald Kennedy, collector and receiver general, for each of 
^ the above years. 

Paper volume entitled "B. Day book of receipts of His Majestic' s 
quitt rents in the Province of New York, beginning the 12th of 
March 1738 and ending 12 March 1745/6," 187 pp. There is then a 
gap, the next page being 208, dated June 26, 1746, running on to 
p. 233, Sept. 9, 1747. 
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" Quitt rent ledger no. 1. Office of the Receiver general of the Province 

of New York, commencing 12 Mar. 1728/9." 
Laige folio bound in yellum. 
Accounts of quitrents on patents nmnbering 1 to 649, covering dates 

Mar. 12, 1738/9-Apr., 1765. 
Journal of quitrents received, 1739-1774. 8 folio vols., comtnencing 

Mar. 25, 1739, ending Michaelmas, 1774. 

Most of the volume marked " Queens co." is filled with accounts of 
interest from 1800-1807, by counties, entitled ** Tares and interest." 

The volume marked '• New York Co." contains also a number of loose 
sheets, apparently concerning accounts of arrears and commutations of 
quitrents, dates running down to 1800. 

Thick folio ledger; back' of binding marked "Book of patents E." Quit- 
rent accounts of patents, No. 1-1562. Dates on debit side, Sept. 29, 1765- 
vSept. 29, 1787; on credit side, some as late as 1806. 

In the case of many accounts the number in the new book is given. 

Record of commutation of quitrents, 1800-1806; 1 foUo vol. 

Index to quitrents (undated). 

Does not belong to qultrent ledger No. 1, supra. Contains a table show- 
ing the annual quitrent accruing on any number of acres when the rent 
is at 2s. 6d. per 100 acres, sterling or currency, also the amount of commu- 
tation. 

Index to patents subject to quitrent. Undated. 

Receiver-generals' and auditor-generals' account of quitrents commuta- 
tion, 1765-96. 246 pp.^ 

Bound in vellum. lAbeled "D." 

Volume having "E'' on cover (back of binding gone), containing a 
series of 6 quitrent blotters. 412 pp. Oct., 1786-May 26, 1796. 
Fly leaf of blotter No. 1 contains a key to the rates at which public cer- 
tificates were received for quitrents and commutation. In the volume is 
also a memorandum concerning exemption from quitrents during the war 
of Revolution. 
None of the material on quitrents is referred to in the Bulletin. 

Diary of Col. Charles Clinton during his passage from Ireland to America, 
May 9-Oct. 4, 1729; with journal of his campaign in New York, July 
to October, 1758, during the French war. 

About 20 leaves, 4x6 inches, in first part, 30 leaves in second part. 
New York city charter of 1730. 

Also a copy printed by John Peter Zenger, 1735. 

Books of entry (unbound, in file cases). 

Case 1, Jan., 1728-Apr., 1730. 

Case 2, Jan., 1737/8-Sept. 26, 1741. 

Case 3, Sept. 26, 1741-Apr. 3, 1749. 

Case 4, Apr. 3, 1749-July 20, 1758. 

Case 5, Mar. 31, 1764-Oct., 1766. 
Manifest books (15 bound volumes, 1 unbound, 4 file cases containing 
books unbound). 

Vol. 29, July 26, 1753-June 13, 1754. 
V Vol 30, June 16, 1754-Aug. 5, 1756. 
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Manifest books, etc. — Continued. 

Vol. 32, Sept. 15, 1756-July 26, 1757. 
Vol. 34, May 23, 1758-Jan. 8, 1759. 
Vol. 35, Jan. 13, 1759-Aug. 29, 1759. 
Vol. 36, Aug. 29, 1759-June 30, 1760. 
Vol. 37, June 30, 1760-Mar. 21, 1761. 
Vol. 38, Mar. 23, 1761-Oct. 14, 1761. 
Vol. 39, Oct. 15, 1761-Oct. 11, 1762. 
Vol. 41, Oct. 3, 1763-June 30, 1764. 
Vol. 42, June 30, 1764-Apr. 29, 1765. 
Vol. 44, Apr. 14, 1766-Dec. 19, 1766. 
Unbound, Sept. 24, 1767-Jan. 28, 1768. 
Book 3, Nov. 17, 1770-Dec. 17, 1772. 
Book 4, Jan. 4, 1773-Oct. 24, 1774. 
Book 5, Oct. 25, 1774-Jan. 19, 1776. 
Cage 1, June 8, 1740-July 7, 1742. 
Case 2, July 14, 1742-Apr. 17, 1746. 
Caae 3, Apr. 28, 1746-Aug. 10, 1748. 
Case 4, June 21, 1749-Dec. 8, 1751. 

Shipmasters* bonds (5 vols, bound, 1 unbound); Marine bonds (5 vols.). 
These two sets, apparently unrelated, supplement each other as indicated 
below. The forms in each are identical. 

Shipmasters' bonds. 

Vol. 1, July 8, 1757-June 17, 1758. 

Vol. 2, June 19, 1758-July 4, 175J>. 

Vol. 3, Oct. 16, 1760-June 2, 1761. 

Vol. 4, June 5, 1761-Apr, 10, 1762. 

Vol. 5, Feb. 21, 1763-Jan. 7, 1764. 

Vol. 6, June 17, 1765-June 20, 1765. 
Marine bonds. 

Vol. 1, Sept. 28, 1753-Nov. 27, 1753; Mar. 24, 1756-July 8, 1757. 

Vol. 2, July 5, 1759-Oct. 15, 1760; June 2, 1761-June 5, 1761. 

Vol. 3, Apr. 21, 1762-Feb. 19, 1763. 

Vol. 4, Jan. 10, 1764-Dec. 19, 1764. 

Vol. 5, Dec. 19, 1764-Nov. 25, 1765; May 31, 1766-June24, 1767. 
Indian deeds, warrants of survey, 1692-1714, numbered **1'' on the 
book. 

This belongs to a series referred to under the office of secretary of state. 

An abridgment in one folio volume of the records of Indian affairs, con- 
tained in four folio volumes, transacted in the colony of New York 
from the year 1678 to the year 1751. By Peter Wraxall. 1 vol. 
Folio. 224 pp. 

Thisis Wraxairs abridgment of the records of the Indian commissioners, 
the originals of which are now lost. 
Records of the Indian agency, 1757-1759. 

This is marked on the back "Sir William Johnson MSS." and formed a 
part of that collection. 
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Indian traders' bonds. Vol. 1, 1766-1768; vol. 2, 1768-1771. 
Bulletin, p. 221. 

Indian treaties with New York, 1766-1811, being copies of treaties of the 
Gayugas, Canajoharies, Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Senecas, and 
Canada Indians, for the most part with New York; also treaties 
with the New England Indians, and deeds. 

Sir William Johnson's manuscripts. 26 vols., with index, 1 vol., and 
calendar, 1 vol. 

Vol. 1, 1738-1755. 
Vol. 2, 1755. 
Vol. 3, 1755. 
Vol. 4, 1755-1760. 
Vol. 5, 1760-1762. 
Vol. 6, 1762-1763. 
Vol. 7, 1763. 
Vol. 8, 1763-1764. 
Vol. 9, 1764. 
Vol. 10, 1764-1765. 
Vol. 11, 1765. 
Vol. 12, 1766. 
Vol. 13, 1766. 
Vol. 14, 1767. 
Vol. 15, 1767-1768. 
Vol. 16, 1768. 
Vol. 17, 1768-1769. 
Vol. 18, 1769-1770. 
Vol. 19, 1770. 
Vol. 20, 1770-1771. 
Vol. 21, 1771-1772. 
Vol. 22, 1772-1774. 
Vol. 23, 1733-1758. 
Vol. 24, 1758-1765. 
Vol. 25, 1765-1774. 
Vol.26, Appendix. 

Vol. 26 includes accounts^l756-1783; and Sir John Johnson's and Col. Grey 
Johnson's manuscripts, 1774-1791. Minutes of the committee of safety, 
October 26, 1775, are inserted in this volume. 

The calendar of these papers is dated 1866; the index, 1870. 

Bulletin, p. 210. 

The Clinton papers follow, as well as a variety of other 
manuscripts relating to the Revolution and to the period im- 
mediately preceding and following it. They are arranged 
as nearly as possible in chronological order. 

Letters of Col. John Bradstreet, D. Q. M. G., and of Gen. Sir Teffery 
Amherst, commander in chief of the forces in America, 1755-1771. 
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Writs of the supreme court of New York, 1757-1762. 

Prideaux and Johnson's orderly book. Siege of Fort Niagara, 1759. 

Diary of Sir William Johnson, July 28, 1759-Oct. 29, 1761. ' 

About 80 leaves, 4x7, written on both sides. A list of garrisons^in time 
of i>eace (1761) on third leaf from end. 

Copy of book of militia appointments, 1759-61. Thin quarto. 
George Clinton Papers. 52 vols. 

See State Library Bulletin (History) No. 3, p. 211. A fuller description than 
is given there is hardly possible in this limited space. See also sixty-eighth 
report of State library, page 11. A calendar of the Washington letters in the 
series is inserted at the beginning of volume 1. Volumes 1-23 have inserted 
in front of each volume a carefully prepared calendar of papers contained 
therein, compiled by Orville Holley. Volumes 24-34 have equally good 
calendars of their contents, compiled by Judge George W. Clinton. Vol- 
umes 36-47 have been calendared, volume 36 by G. R. Howell. Volume 48 
contains only a few loose papers: volumes 49-^1, only blank leaves. Five 
additional smaller volumes contain, respectively, leases of lands, with map 
of Fonda patent; M. B. Tallmad^e's account as administrator of the Clin- 
ton estate; an account book of George Clinton, 1772-1806; a journal, 1803-1809; 
a ledger, 1770-1810. 

Vol. 1, 1763-1776. 

Vol. 2, Jan* 1, 1777-July 25, 1777. 

Vol. 3, July 26, 1777-Dec. 31, 1777 

Vol. 4, Jan. 1-Apr. 30, 1778. 

Vol. 5. 

Vol. 6, Sept. 1, 1778-Dec. 31, 1778. 

Vol. 7, Jan. 1, 1779-May 31, 1779. 

On shelves between volumes 7 and 8 is an account book, 1729-1766, of 
Col. Charles Clinton, who came from Ireland to New York in 1729. 

Vol. 8, June 1, 1778-Dec. 31, 1779. 
Vol. 9, Jan. 1, 178(>-May 31, 1780. 
Vol. 10, June 1, 1780-Aug. 31, 1780. 
Vol. 11, Sept. 1, 178(>-Dec. 31, 1780. 
Vol. 12, Jan. 1, 1781-May 31, 1781. 
Vol. 13, June 1, 1781-Sept. 30, 1781. 
Vol. 14, Oct. 1, 1781-Dec. 31, 1781. 
Vol. 15, Jan. 1, 1782-Jan. 30, 1782. 
Vol. 16, July 1, 1782-Dec. 31, 1782. 
Vol. 17, Jan. 1, 1783-Dec. 31, 1783. 
Vol. 19, Jan. 1, 1784-Dec. 31, 1784. 
Vol. 20, Jan. 1, 1785-Dec. 31, 1785. 
Vol. 21, Jan. 1, 1786-Dec. 31, 1787. 
Vol. 22, Jan. 1, 1788-Dec. 31, 1791. 
Vol. 23, Jan. 1, 1792-June, 1800. 
Vol. 24, Apr. 4, 1729-Dec. 6, 1794. 
Vol. 25, Dec. 30, 1794-Oct. 13, 1800. 
Vol. 26, Oct. 14, 1800-Apr. 28, 1802. 
Vol. 27, May 1, 1802-Sept. 20, 1803. 
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,Geoi:ge Clinton Papers— Continued. 

Vol. 28, Sept. 21, 1803-Dec. 31, 1804, 

Vol. 29, Jan. 6, 1805-Dec. 31, 1808. 

Vol. 30, Jan. 8, 1809-Dec. 20, 1810. 

Vol. 31, Jan. 4, 1811-Oct. 13, 1813. 

Vol. 32, Nov. 3, 1813-Dec. 24, 1814. 

Vol. 33, Feb. 4, 1815-Dec. 8, 1817. 

Vol. 34, Jan. 20, 1818-Sept. 18, 1844. 
Miscellaneous. 2 vols. 

Vol. 36, 1755-1804. 

Vol. 36, 1805-1827. 
Deeds and maps. 2 vols. 

Vol. 37. 

Vol. 38. 
New York City. 1 vol. 

Vol. 39. 
Kayaderosseras. 3 vols. 

Vol. 40. 

Vol. 41. 

Vol. 42. 
Dutchess County. 2 vols. 

Vol. 43, Little partners. 

Vol. 44. 
Fonda and Oriskany patents. 1 vol. 

Vol.45. 
Oneida and Delaware counties. 1 vol. 

Vol. 46. 
Various counties. 1 vol. 

Vol. 47. 

Vol. 48, some dozen or more loose letters bearing dates from 
about 1775 to about 1810. 

Vol. 49, blank leaves. 

Vol. 50, blank leaves. 

Vol. 51, blank leaves. 

Five smaller volumes, account books as indicated above. 

Index, full and complete for vols. 1-28, in 8 file cases, including 
all names mentioned. 

Vol. 39, New York City, contains 366 manuscripts of various sorts, 
referring usually to real estate or land in some form or other. Document 
No. 2 Is George Gossman's receipt to Clinton for rent of house at 24 Court- 
landt street; 6-10 are accounts of repairs on Wycoff houses, Great Dock 
street; 47 refers to proposed sale of a distillery; 48-62 are memoranda of 
prices of certain lots, expense of filling in lots, bad debts on the sale of rum^ 
location of a shop, indebtedness to Clinton; 86 is a contract ("agreement") 
for converting storehouse of distillery into a dwelling house; 90-92, leases 
for houses; 117, account for material furnished; 256, a summons in chan- 
cery, Deming v. Heirs of Clinton. In general, the papers deal thus with 
items of purchase, lease, mortgage, repairs, rents, etc. 

Some minor papers, not included in the above set, are as followB: 
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George Clinton's lands: Accounts with purchasers and description of 

lands. About 160 pp. 
Accounts of George Clinton with purchasers of his lands. 138 double 

pages ledger accounts. 
An index of loose papers in closets, including, among other things, the 
contents of two packages of Clinton papers received before 1854. 

Package No. 1 contains accounts of sheriff's fees; register of suits in which 
the entries were lost, 1781; various accounts, surveys, etc. 

Perhaps the most interesting item in package No. 2 is George Clinton's 
diary of a privateering cruise on the Defiaiice, 1758. The MS. consists of 
about 8 leaves of a small notebook. Clinton says without apology, "We 
hoisted French coulers,'' to lure a supposed French vessel within range. 
But this particular vessel proved to be Dutch. The package contains also 
accounts with persons who obtained tracts in Fonda's patent, letters, last 
will oiE Jacobus van Orden, etc. 

In addition to the Clinton papers there is a large box of 
manuscripts which probably came to the library along with 
that collection. They are evidently the private and public 
papers of eJudge William Burnet Tallmadge. The principal 
contents of the box are as follows: 
Martin Hoffman's papers, June, 1739-1750. 
John Van Ness, account settled, 1760. 
Pedrus Edmundus Elmendorphe, docket of writs issued by him. May 1, 

1761-June 22, 1765. 
Letters, 1770-1771, Hoffman. 
"John Dorlon, His Leidger commenced July 1, 1773. Leidger A.'* 

Last entry, May 1, 1776. 
Trial of May and others for cQunterfeiting paper, 1783. 
Letters, 1785, 

Notebook of legal precedents, by W. B. Tallmadge, 1800. 
Extracts from Philosophy, by W. B. Tallmadge. 
Law opinions. Packet. 
Duplicate of book left with Matthias B. Tallmadge, June, 1804, with the 

cash accounts, bonds, and papers therein referred to. No. 22. 
Court of erroi-s, 1805. Minutes. 
Minutes of circuit court, Apr., 1806-Sept., 1807, excepting trial of Ogden 

and Smith. 
Charge to grand jury, Oct. 15, 1807. 
"Letters from Gen'l Bailey received during my winter's absence in 

1814-15 to the South." 
"Letters rec'd from friends at the South in winter of 1815." 
Canandaigua court, October term, 1817. 
Circular (printed) of the Louisiana Society for Baptist Missions, Foreign 

and Domestic, 1817. 

The following, without dates, are memoi*anda copied from 
the outside of various packages in the box: 

Package of letters to Martin Hoffman, at Red Hook. 
Package marked * * Widow Bellinger. ' * 
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Notebook containing "An Abstract of the Bonds and Notes belonging 
to the Estate of Coll. Martin Hoffman Deceased." 

Package of letters marked *'Col. Martin Hoffman's Papers." 

Package marked "Hoffman letters." 

Package marked "Accts. Settled, Hoffmann." 

Mr. Lotts, Jas. Abeel, J. Sands, J, Hey er, letters and papers. 

Fort Hunter land papers. 

Package, "Accts. Settled." 

Orders for payment of money, northern district court. 

Bonds, notes collected, and other papers. . 

Martin Hoffman papers. 

Cases in court of errors. 

Papers relating to James and Matthias Burnet Tallmadge. 

Papers relating to Bowling Green House. 

New York district court and the monies peculated therefrom. 

Politica, &c. Small packet badly stained and eaten by age. 

Packet relating to the "Investigation into my Official Conduct." 

Charles and George Caldwell. Packet of letters. 

France's Maxims, Lex Mercatoria Americana. Packet. 

Pig Iron Carter's Order, 1771. 

Anthony Hoffman's Papers. 

Forty-seven additional packages of miscellaneous letters, court docu- 
ments, receipts, memoranda, etc. 

Military commissions issued in blank over the signature of Sir Henry 
Moore, Oct. 3-Oct. 15, 1768. 

Four brief diaries of Rev. Samuel Kirkland, missionary to the Oneida 
Indians, written between the years 1769 and 1793. 

In a volume entitled "Letters on Indian Affairs," 1785-1825, to which 
reference is made later, is another diary of Kirkland, Sept. 23-Dec., 1788. 
This is printed in Ketchum's History of Buffalo, Volume II, pp. 97-110. 
Still another not in print relates to Kirkland's visit to a council of the 
Six Nations in September, 1788, in which a decision favorable to the Phelps 
and Gorham purchase was reached. Several letters of S. Kirkland are 
among the Sir William Johnson manuscripts. 

Papers laid before the Provincial Congress and minutes of the same, 
1775-1778. 22 vols., consecutively numbered, and originally part of 
some larger series: 

Vol. 24, Credentials of delegates to the Provincial Congress in 

New York, 1776. 
Vol. 25, Military committee minutes. 

C!ontains a number of manuscript maps, 1775, 1776, 1777, 1778. 

Vol. 26, Military returns, etc., 1775. 

Vol. 27, Military returns, etc., 1776. 

Vol. 28, Military returns, etc., 1779-1780. 

Vol. 29, Military returns, etc., 1780. 

Vol. 30, Associations-and miscellaneous papers, 1775. 

Vol. 31, Petitions, 1775. 

Vol. 33, Petitions, 1776. 
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Papers laid before the Provincial Congrees, etc. — Continued. 
Vol. 33, Petitions, 1776-1777. 
Vol. 34, Miscellaneous papers, 1775-1776. 
Vol. 35, Miscellaneous papers, 1776. 
Vol. 36, Miscellaneous papers, 1776-1777. 
Vol. 37, Miscellaneous papers, 1777. 
Vol. 38, Miscellaneous papers, 1777. 
Vol. 39, Miscellaneous papers, 1777-1778. 
Vol. 40, Original drafts of minutes of the provincial convention 

of New York, 1775. 
Vol. 41, Original drafts of minutes of the provincial convention 

of New York, 1775-1776. 
Vol. 42, Original drafts of minutes of the provincial convention 

of New York, 1775-1777. 
Vol. 43, Original drafts of minutes of the provincial convention 

of New York, 1776-1777. 
Vol. 44, Original drafts of minutes of the provincial convention 

of New York, 1777. . 
Vol. 45, Original drafts of minutes of the provincial convention 

of New York, 1777-1778. 

Volumes 40-45 are the original drafts of the minutes from which the 
copies in 10 volumes, later referred to, were made. 

Selections from volumes 2, 4, and 39 af e in Calendar of New York Histor- 
ical Manuscripts, Revolutionary, Albany, 1868. 

Bulletin, p. 222. 

Account book, narrow folio, 1770-1772. 

Entries (2) dutiable goods. Account book, June 2, 1770-Jan. 19, 1776. 

Indexed. 
Paper money. Two scrapbook volumes, containing samples of paper 

money, etc. Feb. 17, 1770-Apr. 1, 1864. 
Accounts respecting Abraham De Peyster's estate. Settlement made 

May 1, 1772. Thin paper foho. 
Gen. John Lacey papers, 1773-1782. Copies. 1 folio vol. 
**A Book Containing an Account of Lands Sold in Colchester, Essex, 

Jerico, Burlington, Shelburn, Georgia, Willeston, Newhuntington, 

Hindsborough, Chariotte," Nov. 17, 1774.. 
Judd, Eben W. Account book, 1774. 
Judd, Eben W. Memorandum book : the dairy and accounts of Eben W. 

Judd, 1794-95. 
Judd, Eben W. A journal of the survey of the Upper Coos, 1786. 

About 150 leaves, 4x6, ragged and stained. 
Judd, Eben W. "Journal for the year of our Lord Christ, 1800. 

Began in Woodstock Prison." 
About 60 leaves, unbound. 

Judd, Eben W. Journal of survey. Lemington, 1787. 

About 40 pp., unbound. 
"Record of Vouchers for survey articles charged by the State of New 
York to the U. S." June 10, 1775-June, 1777. 
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"Index to Auditor's Leger,!," 1775-93. 

Proceedings of the Albany committee of correspondence. 2 folio vols. : 
vol. 1, Jan. 24, 1775-June 12, 1776, 437 numbered pages; vol. 2, June 12, 
1776-^une 10, 1778, about 500 pages. 
Minutes of Provincial Congress and the Committee of Safety. 10 folio 
vols.: 

Vol. 1, 1776. 
Vol. 2, 1775. 
Vol. 3, 1775. 
Vol. 4, 1775-1776. 
Vol. 5, 1776. 
Vol. 6, 1776. 
Vol. 7, 1777. 
Vol. 8, 1777. 
Vol. 9, 1777. 
Vol. 10, 1777-1778. 

Printed as Vol. 1 of Journals of Provincial C!ongres8, Albany, 1842. 

Auditor's Journal, I, June, 1775-Dec., 1785. 
Auditor's Journal, II, 1786-1793. 

In same volume is New York (State) treasurer's ledger, 1775-1782. 

Treasurer's Journal, I, June 1, 1775-Oct. 2, 1789. 
Treasurer's Journal, II, Sept. 1, 1778-Sept 20, 1784. 
Treasurer's accounts. 4 vols., folio. 
Vol. 1, 1751-1767. 
Vol. 2, 1775-1780. 
Vol. 3, 1781-1785. 
Vol. 4, 1787-1797. 

Volumes 2-4, bound alike and marked "Comptroller's oflBce," are jour- 
nals. Volume 1 is a ledger and does not belong to the set. 

New York (State) treasury. Journal. Vol. 1, June 1, 1775-Oct. 2, 1782, 
280 (+88 blank) pp., folio; vol. 2, Sept. 18, 177&-Sept, 20, 1784, 178-343 
(+22 blank) pp., folio. 

For ledger belonging to Treasurer's Journal, I, see New York (State) 
treasurer accounts, part 2. 

New York (State) treasurer. Ledger, 1775-82. 

See New York (State) auditor, Journal 2, accounts of G. Bancker, 1786-93, 
part 2. 

For journal corresponding to this ledger, see New York (State) treasurer 
Journal 1, 1776-82. 

New York (State) treasurer. Day book II. Apr. 1, 1778-Sept., 1784. 

This is marked on the back Apr. 1, 1778-Sept., 1794. From page 14 to end 
it is the same as treasurer's Journal I, while the entries on pp, 1-14 are in 
Journal I. 

Index to volumes numbered 26 and 27, entitled "Military returns, 1775,^* 
and "Military returns, 1776;" also of names in volumes 1-4 of "Min- 
utes of the Provincial Congress;" also of Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4 of minutes 
of the Provincial Congress and committee of safety. 
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Revolutionery papers. 12 folio vols. 
Vols. 1 and 2, 1775. 
Vol. 3, 1775-1776. 
Vols. 4, 5, 6, 7, 1776. 
Vol. 8, 1776-1777. 
Vols. 9, 10, 11, 12, 1777. 

Printed as Volume II, of Journal of Provincial Ck>ngre88, Albany, 1842. 
Suffolk County regiment, 1776. 

Bulletin, p. 227. 
Proceedings against disaffected persons, 1776. 

Minutes of actions, resolutions, names of persons apprehended, etc., by 
the committee appointed June 5, 1776, by the Provincial Congress of New 
York. The minutes begfin June 16, 1776, and end abruptly July 2, 1776. 28 
leaves, folio. 

A narrative of the treatment with which the American prisoners were 
used who were taken by the British and Hessian troops on Long Island, 
York Island, etc., 1776, with some occasional observations thereon. 
By Jabez Fitch. Copied from the original manuscript verbatim et 
literatim, by Ghas. L. Bushnell. 

One volume, 119 pages, alternate leaves blank, with occasional notes 
thereon by the transcriber. Refers to the prison ships, etc. The narrative 
is followed by 69 pages of poems. 

List of Revolutionary pensioners of New York, copied from the records 
at Washington by Mr. W. Valentine, of Albany. 

Volume 1, 225 numbered pages, 8x10 inches, with 4 manuscript pam- 
phlets bound in with first list; volume 2, similar lists. 

Valentine was a "pension lawyer" ["A voluntary agent for secur- 
ing pensions," vol.2, title page], as appears from a printed circular pasted 
on the fly leaf. 

New York quartermaster-generars ledger, 1776-77. 1 vol., folio. 

Letter book of Henry Glen, deputy commissary-general during the Rev- 
olutionary war: containing copies of his letters on public business, 
from Schenectady, July 6, 1776-Feb. 24, 1780. 1 thin folio vol. 

"A true copy (from the original) of a Rec't Book of Sundry Sums of 
Money received from the Publick, also of the several Sums disbursed 
for the publick service — with the names of the different Persons Re- 
ceiving the same agreeable to the respective Vouchers delivered to 
Henry Glen, A. D. Qr. M. G." 
Begins June, 1776. 

A volume, roughly bound, containing a "livraison beginning Jan. 22, 
1776 ... a portion of the Journal of the Proceedings of the Com- 
mittee of Safety . . . printed in the Journal of the New York 
Provincial Congress and of Proceedings of the Committee of Safety in 
Vol. I, p. 260,^^ and a bundle of papers, beginning Sept. 28, 1776. 
** Apparently Vol. I of the * Journal of proceedings of the committee 
for detecting and defeating conspiracies against the liberty of the coun- 
try ' : of which we have the Journal of Proceedings of this Committee 
for 1777. They do not appear to have been printed." 
Note by G. R. Howell. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[31] 



REPORT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 97 



Minutes of the commissioners appointed by the legislature of the State of 
New York for inquiring into, detecting, and defeating all consjnracies 
which may be formed in the said State against the liberties of 
America. 2 folio vols. Vol. 1, 1778, 243 numbered pages; vol. 2, 
1778-1781, about 325 pages. 
Bulletin, p. 210. 

" New York regiments, 1776-83. Land patents," 

List of officers and men of the First and Second New York regiments, 
New York regiment of artillery, and corps of sappers and miners, receiving 
land patents— giving name, township, number of lot, acres, and date of pat- 
ent. Gives also list of the dead of the several regiments. Fly leaf gives 
names and numbers of the military townships. 

" New York regiments, 1776-83. Bounty lands." 

Same as above, lacking dates of the patents. 

The papers referred to in this and the previous entry are duplicates of 
some which were printed in the Balloting Book, New York, 1825. 

By Stander's and Plain Sense's Letters, 1776-1783. 

A. series of imaginary letters containing maxims of conduct, prospects of 
war, the war itself, etc. 

Five volumes labeled ^* New York State council papers." Vols. 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, * * secretary' s office. ' ' 

Volumes 2-5 are blank leaves only. Volume 1 contains commissions of 
persons appointed to handle forfeited estates; judges; confessions of rob- 
bers; census of several precincts, 1782; a memorial from John Jay, N. Y. 
July 10, 1785, etc. 

Several of the commissions, etc., correspond in names and dates with 
items entered in the minutes of the council of appointment, 1777, 1786. The 
documents seem to be the papers of that body, upon which their action and 
minutes are based. 

Beverly Robinson estate, account of sales, Highlands, April 21, 1777. 
116 pp., folio. 

Journal of committee on privileges and election, transcribed for the as- 
sembly by their order by Aaron Clark, clerk of assembly, Jan. 4, 
1820. 1 vol. 1777-1837. 

Index of letters to General Washington: of 2 vols., entitled **New 
Hampshire Grants;" of letters, 1777, concerning capture of Bur- 
goyne and English capture of Ticonderoga. 

This seems to be a memorandum of papers in the State Department at 
Washington, made by H.Stevens. 

Papers relating to the Vermont controversy, 1777-1779. 1 volume, 

quarto, indexed. 
Letters of William Tryon, governor of the colony of New York, to Rev. 

Samuel Buel, D.D., of East Hampton, L. I., with other papers, 1777- 

1780. 1 vol., folio. 

Minutes of the council of appointment, 1777-1786. Vol. 1. 

Includes civil and military appointments, with separate manuscript index 
by G. R. Howell. 
Other volumes are in the office of the secretary of state. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2—7 
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New York senate journal. 3 vols. 

Vol. 1, session 1, 1777-78; session 3, 1779-80. 

Vol. 2, session 7, 1784; session 9, 1786. 

Vol. 3, session 10, 1787, to session 15, 1792. 
Assembly papers, 1777-1831. 44 vols., folio. 

Bulletin, p. 212. 

In pursuance of a vote of the assembly, April 20, 1830, these were ex- 
amined and arranged by Azariah C. Flagg, in June and July, 1831. He 
made selections therefrom and deposited them in the office of the secretary 
of state, bound in 45 volum^ and lettered "Assembly papers." The rest 
of the papers were arranged chronologically and deposited in boxes which 
were placed in one of the committee rooms at the capitol. The volumes 
of selected papers are now in the manuscript room of the State library, in 
the floor stacks. Of the 46 volumes spoken of by Flagg, No. 44 is missing. 
No. 45 is entitled "Frontiers miscellaneous, 1794." 

Flagg gives the following account of the principle followed in selection, 
in a broadside pasted inside the cover of each volume: 

•• The papers selected and deposited in the secretary's office . . . con- 
sist generally of petitions and all papers having relation to estates confis- 
cated for adherence to the enemy during the American Revolution. 

' ' Petitions of Revolutionary soldiers and the reports and papers connected 
therewith, 

" Petitions of heirs, executors, and administrators in relation to the real 
estates of deceased persons. 

" The original annual and other messages of the several executives made 
to the assembly. 

"The reports of the attorney-general. 

"The reports of the comptroller, 

" The reports of the surveyor-general. 

"The resolutions of other States in reference to amendments to the 
United States Constitution. 

" The petitions generally, for claims against the State, for lands, and con- 
tracts on the canals. 

"And all documents which it was conceived could have any important 
bearing upon the history or interests of the State or the rights of individ- 
uals." ... 

The boxes, arranged in chronological order, are now to be found in the 
gallery of the manuscript room, State library. One file box contains all 
the papers there are from 1696-1786. From 1786-1800 there is an average of 
about one box for each year; after 1815, a dozen or more for each year. 

The papers deposited in the boxes are, generally, petitions and reports in 
relation to the division of towns and counties; the incorporation of cities 
and villages; the location of county buildings; the incorporation of turn- 
pikes and bridges: the construction of canals; clearing rivers and declaring 
them public highways; the erection of dams and wharves; the encourage- 
ment of manufactories and incorporations therefor; reports in relation to 
the militia and military stores; physicians and licensed practitioners; 
petitions for divorces; the destruction of wolves and other noxious animals; 
changing names, etc. 

The bound volumes of selected papers, Nos. 1-13, entitled "Miscellane- 
ous," contain much matter of great interest, arranged, however, only in 
rough chronological order. Upon a hasty examination such things were 
found as the following: Resolutions of meetings reciting public grievances; 
resolutions of the assembly for inquiring into and encouraging mechanical 
inventions; memorials from chambers of commerce and reports of com- 
mittees upon them; reports of committees to inquire concerning canal 
construction; reports of the canal commissioners, etc. It would be diffi- 
cult to overestimate the importance of the service which would be ren- 
dered by an adequate calendaring of these 13 volumes of miscellaneous 
documents. 
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New York arms and seak, 1778-1882. Scrapbook. 

Civil and military commiseions, June 15, 1778-Mar. 21, 1783. I vol. 
23 commissions. 

Lists of treasurer's certificates issued for military service. 10 thin folio 
volumes, each indexed in separate book, with a separate index of cap- 
tains and colonels. 

The first date in volume 1 is April 9, 1778; the last in volume 10 is Janu- 
ary 1, 1810. These dates are misleading, however, as 1779 cpmes both before 
and after 1780, etc. All the names are printed as " Roster of State troops" 
in volume 15 of Femow's N. Y. Col. Docs., Archives, vol. 1. 

Sir Henry Clinton's letter to Lord George Grermain, transmitting heads 
of intelligence from the rebel country, Jan. 11, 1779. 3 J pp. 

Set of four folios* entitled "Invalids pensions A, 1784-6; Invalids 
pensions B; Pension board, minutes of 1787, C; Invalids pensions 
1788, D." 

Volume A begins "Liste of Pensions Paid by the State of New York to 
Invalids agreeable to Resolve of Congress dated 26 August 1776 <& 25 Sep- 
tember 1778 Pursuance of a Law of the State passed the 10 March 1779." 

Volume A contains minutes from Apr. 18, 1779, to June, 1785; B, from Feb. 
7,1787, to June 2, 1787; C, from June 2, 1787, to June 12, 1788; D, from June 
16, 1788, to Dec. 31, 1788. There is an index to the four volumes. 

There is a separate folio volume containing minutes from June 2, 1786, to 
Aug. 2, 1786, and three unbound paper folios, marked on the outside Aa, 
Bb, Cc. Aa is a book of accounts of payments of pensions to Jan. 1, 1789; 
Bb contains minutes of pension board from Apr. 15, 1789, to May 26, 1789; 
Cc, the same, from May 27, 1789, to Oct 7, 1789. .There is an index to each 
folio. 

**Book of receipts for interest paid on loan-office certificates by Dirck 
Ten Broeck, commissioner of loans for the State of New York, ban- 
ning the twelfth day of March, 1779." 

Fort Edward garrison orders, 1779. 

Certificates issued by assistant State agents, 1780. 
Provisions for the Army. 

List of depreciation certificates, 1780. 
Vermont military pay book, 1780. 
From Stevens papers. 

Votes and proceedings of the assembly of the State of New York, at the 
first meeting of the fourth session, Poughkeepsie, Sept. 7, 1780. 

From the printed copy in the library of the New York Historical Society, 
copied and compared under the direction of George Henry Moore, libra- 
rian. 1 vol., thin folio. 81pp. 

Account of certificates issued by State agents, 1780-81. 140 pp. 
Account book containing accounts of officers and men of 8 companies, 
from Aug., 1780, to May, 1783. 143 pp. 

The remainder of the book is differently paged, beginning with page 5 
and containing "Pay abstracts of the troops of this State in the service of 
the United States for August, September, October, November, and Decem- 
ber, 1780." There is an index. 
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Folio volume containing certificates of assistant State agents, accounts 
of prisoners* pay, payment of pensions to widows and orphans, etc., 
1780-90. 38 pp. Reverse side 69 pp. 

Accounts of quartermasters, field officers, commissaries of stores, etc, 
1775-78. 
Delivery book B of James Monell, "late assistant State agent," undated. 
Certificates of Assistant State Agent Daniel Fier, Aug. 30, 1785. 
Index of accounts of Matthew DuBois, assistant State agent, undated. 
List of State agent certificates, undated. 
List of Curtenius'M certificates. 

New York legislative papers. 

Volumes are not numbered. The contents are classified as follows, each 
volume covering the period from 1780-1803: 

Academies, bills, 1 vol. 
Bills, 2 vols. 
Bills, boundaries, 1 vol. 
Bridges, counties, 1 vol. 
Counties, courts, 1 vol. 
Courts, currency, 1 vol. 
Currency, estates, 1 vol. 
Estates, insolvency, 1 vol. 
Insolvency, lands, 1 vol. 
Lands, i)ro visions and supplies, 1 vol. 
Provisions and supplies, taxes, 1 vol. 
Taxes, whaling, 1 vol. 

Case of rolls filed in court for correction of errors, 1 case. 
Index, 1 vol. 
Bulletin, p. 212. 
List of certificates for pay of New York Line, 1781. Book A. Thin 

folio. 
Pay roll of the New York Line for 1781. Index. 

Accounts of Jas, Moore, A. C. T. Supplies of provisions to the New 
York troops in the Revolutionary war in 1781. 

CJon tains also muster roll of Capt. T. Hopper's company in the Fifth 
Regiment of Militia. 

Narrative of Avery Downer, M. D., for the sixty-eighth anniversary of 
the battle of Fort Griswold on the 6th of September, 1781. 10 pp., 
large note size. MS. map at end. 
Frederick Jay. Sales at Auction. 1781-1784. Thin folio. 1 vol., 

unbound. 
Correspondence of State auditor; acts of New York State legislature; 
acts of United States Congress. 

Relates to settlement of the claims of New York against the United 
States. 

Copy of a list of levy certificates. May 21, 1783-Oct. 23, 1789. Thin 

folio. 
Audited accounts: 

Vol. A, May 22, 1783-Mar. 17, 1786. 
Vol. B, Mar. 17, 1786-Oct. 31, 1794. 

These have been used in Fernow's Archives, vol. 1. 
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Sales of forfeited lands: 

Abstract of sales of forfeited lands in the southern district, May 13- 
July 12, 1784. Pp. 1-18. 

Abstract of sales of forfeited lands in the southern district for bills 
of new emission or specie, Aug. 2, 1784-July 10, 1786. Pp. 18-28. 

Abstract of sales of forfeited lands in the southern district for public 
securities, Oct. 21, 1784-Aug. 3, 1786. Pp. 29-66. 

Duties on imports to New York. Mar. 24, 1784-Nov. 18, 1784. Thin folio 

vol. 
** List of certificates for bounty rights deposited in 1784 in the surveyor- 
general* s ofl&ce, with locations. '* 

Giving "By whom deposited, Soldier's name, Muster master's name, In 
whose regiment, By whom delivered, No. of acres." 

Original minutes of the land office of the State of New York. 1785-98. 

Indexed. 
Letters on Indian Affairs. 1785-1825. One vol. 

Contains the journals of 8. Kirkland, previously referred to. 

Securities loaned to the State. Bills of credit issued, 1786. Two vols., 

A and B. 

Military appointments, 1786-1802. 

Index to vols. 2, 3, and 6 of the Minutes of the Council of Appointment, 
1786-1802, in the office of the secretary of state. The index is by counties. 

Accounts of patentees of land with the State, to 1787. 
Zephaniah Piatt's receipt book. Plattsburgh, N. Y. ,. 1787-1798. 

About 20 leaves, 4x6. Autograph signatures and writing, as in Burr's 
receipt book. 

Copies of receipts for claims by New York against the United States 
Government, 1787-88. 

Index to soldiers' names. Thin folio. 

Persons indebted for Revolutionary searches and certificates. An index. 

Proceedings of the convention of the State of New York to ratify the 

proposed Constitution of the United States, Poughkeepsie, June 17, 

1788-July 26, 1788. Thin foho. 1 vol. 79 pp. 

-Autograph signatures of George Clinton, Alexander Hamilton, Lewis 
Morris, Ph. Livingston, John Jay, etc., on last pages. 

Custom-house seizures, 1788-89. 

List of bills of credit and certificates canceled by Messrs. McCormick, 

Hoffman, Depeyster, and Wyckoff, 1789. 
Treasurer's certificates of payments of quit rents, 1789-1800. 
**New money received in and old money put up for cancelling," 1786-88, 

and "Laws received and delivered out," 1790. 
Continental certificates given in exchange for State certificates, Dec. 31, 

1790. 
"List of barbers certificates exchanged for State certificates," 1790. 
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A volume with binder* s title, "New York military register/* 

On first page is the statement " Copy of a Register taken from the Rolls, 
shewing Names alphabetically, Rank, dates of commissions and enlist- 
ments, periods enlisted for, Occurrences, of Officers, Non-commissioned 
and privates of New York Line of late Army." 
Bulletin, p. 222. 

A volume with binder*s title "Military balloting book," 1790-1794. 

Fly leaf adds: " Relating to Military Bounty Lands in the State of New 
York and Containing names of soldiers from New York in the Revolution- 
ary war entitled to bounty." 

Contains schedule of allowance of bounty lands by Congress and the 
State of New York; an •' Explanation of the Columns of this Book which 
contains a list of Persons' names entitled to a gratuity of Lands for their 
Military Services ; " the list— First New York Regiment, Second New York 
Regiment, New York Regiment of Artillery, Corps of Sappers and Miners, 
commissioned officers; the dead of the several regiments; Connolly's 
original returns of the New York regiments; returns of the artillery 
regiment by Col. John Lamb; Connolly's original returns of the dead of 
the several regiments, of commissioned officers resigned, of corps of sap- 
pers ^nd miners, and of invalids and discharged men; queries by Michael 
Connolly ; military townships ; lots in numerical order ; certificates con- 
cerning gospel, school, literature lots; list of the Canadian and Nova 
Scotia refugees entitled to lands in the State of New York, with the lots 
that were balloted to them. 

Bulletin, p. 220. 

Indian treaties. 7 file cases of original parchments. 
Caae 1, Cayugas, 1790, 1795, 1797, 1807. 
Case 2, Oneidas, 1788, 1795, 1798, 1802, 1807, 1809, 1810, 1811, 1815, 

1817, 1818. 
Case 3, receipts for sums paid at sundry times to the Oneidas, Onon- 

dagas, Tuscaroras, and Cayugas, 1789-1796. 
Case 4, Onondagas, 1790, 1793, 1795, 1817. 
Case 5, Senecas, 1796, 1797, 1816, 1818; St. Regis, 1796, 1797, 1816, 

1818; Stockbridge Indians, 1818, 1822. 
Case 6, treaties and deeds— Five Nations to John Vaughan, 1766; 
Canajoharie Indians to William Trent, 1769; Senecas, Cayugas, 
and Onondagas to George I, 1726. Five Nations, alliance with, 
1797, to build a fort, etc. 
Case 7, Deeds, Oneidas, German flats, north of Mohawk, 1766. 
Same, south of Mohawk, 1766. 
An account of certificates for claims on forfeited estates received in and 
exchanged for 6 per cent stock, pursuant to a law passed Feb. 23, 1791. 
List of principal certificates to Aug. 3, 1791, inclusive. Original and 

copy and list of new principal certificates. 
Levy and militia pay undrawn, Mar. 7, 1793. Book D, D. Thin folio. 
Journal of the assembly of the State of New York. 3 vols. 
Vol. 1, sixteenth session, 1792-93. 
Vol. 3, seventeenth session, 1794. 
Vol. 4, nineteenth session, 1796-97. 
New York commissioners of bridges. 2 small vols. General accounts 
and memoranda. 

Vol. 1, 1792-95. 
Vol. 2, 1792-94. 
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Memoranda of proceedings of George Clinton and Elizabeth Tappen as 
executors of will of Peter Tappen, 1793. 

Only about a dozen pages of the notebook are written upon. Two pages 
are taken up with a table of distances from Albany to Cohoes Falls, Fort 
Edward, etc. 

Receipts of individuals for cash for work done on the fortifications on 
Governor's and Bedloe's islands, 1794. 

Receipts of Ebenezer Stevens for the State of New York, 1794. 

Receipt book of Capt. Ebenezer Stevens, Commissary-General, 1794-95. 
1 small vol. 

New York Society of Associated Teachers. Minutes 1794-1807. 

Census volumes: 

1795, 1 thin folio vol. 

1801, 1 thin folio vol. and 1 thick folio marked "Imperfect.** 
1807, 1 thin folio vol. and 3 thick folios marked "Imperfect." 
1814, 1 thin folio vol. and 1 thick folio marked "Imperfect." 
1821, 1 thin folio vol. and 1 thick folio marked "Imperfect." 

The thin volumes contain tabulations of returns; the thick volumes the 
returns themselves. Censuses for 1796, 1801, and 1807 were of electors. Cen- 
suses for 1814 and 1821 were of electors and inhabitants. 

There is, besides, a thick folio volume, "Census of New York City, 
1814-21." Imperfect. 

A thin folio volume labeled " Census of the electors and inhabitants of 
the State of New York, 1814," contains memoranda of copies of laws of 
different sessions, and certain reports to be sent to the Secretary of State of 
the United States, to the county clerks of New York, and to the governors 
of States, 1820-1838. 

Ledger, apparently accounts of Union College, 1795-1852. 2 vols. 
Sales of the Oneida Reservation, 1796-97. 

Minutes of the commissioners appointed to hear and determine all claims 
to lands in the State of Vermont under grants from the late colony 
of New York not intended as confirmations of grants from New 
Hampshire, July 10, 1797-Aug. 30, 1800. Pp. 194. 
Inventory or lists of papers deposited by General Bancker, esq., late 
treasurer of the State of New York, in the comptroller's office, secre- 
tary's office, Bank of New York, Bank of Albany, pursuant to a law 
of the State of New York, entitled ** An act relative to the treasury of 
this State," passed Mar. 19, 1798. 
Onandaga commissioners' minutes. 18 vols., about 16°, averaging about 
500 pp. 

Volumes are not numbered. Material is grouped chronologically, dates 
of different volumes frequently overlapping. For instance, the first volume 
in order on the shelves covers June 5, 1798-Oct. 23, 1798; the third, Sept. 1, 
1798-Dec. 20, 1799; the sixth, Dec. 3, 1798-May 21, 1800; and so on with the 
intervening and succeeding volumes, the earliest date being June 6, 1798, 
the latest Feb. 15, 1802. One volume is taken up with names of patentees 
of lands in the Onondaga tract. 

Onondaga claims, 1801. 2 vols., folio. 

Vol. 1, Minutes of sessions of the Onondaga commissioners, 

Oct. 3-Nov. 27, 1801. 
Vol. 2, Minutes of claims. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE MORE RECENT HISTORY OF THE STATE. 

Adjutant-general's office. Greneral orders from headquarters. Solomon 
Van Rensselaer, Adj. Gen. March 9, 1800-Feb. 25, 1808. One small 
volume. 

Maps of land patents, viz: Oriskany, Whitesborough, Sumner's, Banyar's, 
Fonda's and Skinner's patents. 1801. 

About 15 leaves, 5x7 inches, of manuscript maps in colors, accompanied 
by explanatory notes. Apparently a valuable manuscript compiled by 
George Clinton. 

Register of the children of slaves abandoned. 

"State Prison a'c " is written on the ends of the leaves at bottom. Con- 
tains lists of names of abandoned children; by whom abandoned; often 
the date and place of abandonment; with dates and amounts paid by the 
State for support. 

Commissions and supersedeas. • Entries by the governor, 1803-1814. 
Records of the Medical Society of the State of New York. 

Vol. I, Feb. 1807-Feb. 3, 1838. 

Vol. II, Feb. 5, 1839-to the *'Semi Centennial Supper" (1857). 

Vol. Ill, Feb. 2, 1858-Feb. 4, 1868. 

Vol. IV, labeled on back "Minutes, 1869." Begins in fact with 
the meeting of Feb. 4, 1873, and ends with Feb. 4, 1875. 
Register of the Medical Society of the State of New York, 1871-1888. 
D. D. Tompkins Papers. 15 vols. 

Bulletin, p. 225. . 

Report of the commissioners under the act entitled "An act respecting 
a claim for the extension of the eastern boundary of the State of New 
Jersey," filed by his Excellency Daniel D. Tompkins, April 19, 1808. 
1 folio volume. 

Receipt book of John McLean, commissary-general of New York, 1808- 
19. 

Papers relating to the embargo and war. 

Jefferson County, 1808-15. 

Official papers of Hart Massey, (collector of the district of Sackett's Har- 
bor, 1808-1815. 

Orderly book of Forty-first British Regiment, 1809-10. About 250 pp. 

Comptroller's accounts with mortgagees, 1811-1812. 

Ogdensburg military papers, 1812. 1 vol. 

Minutes of proceedings by the authorities of the Oneida Brigade, 1812. 
1 small folio vol. 

Abstracts, quartermaster's department, 1812-1813. 1 vol., thin folio. 

Higbie's journal and order book, 1812-1814; with "American Whig 
Club, 1809." Thin letter-sheet size note book, about 40 pp. 

Bundle of papers — muster, receipt, and pay rolls of exchanged prisoners 
to June 30, 1814; same set of rolls for a detachment of exchanged 
militia to Apr. 30, 1814; the same to Feb. 28, 1814. 
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Letters of CoL Ferris Pell as commissioner to settle the claims of New 

York citizens against the United States Government for services in 

the war of 1812. 1819-20. About 250 pp., folio. 
Stenographic report, in shorthand, by M. and C. Goulds, of the debates 

at the constitutional convention held in the State of New York, 1821. 

About 700 pp., 8x10. 
Common-school returns, 1821-22. 
National armory commissioners' papers, 1823-24. 
West Point laboratory instruction in ordnance duties, 1824. 
Collection of letters to Henry O'Reilly,' of Rochester, N. Y., 1824-44. 

2 vols. 

Meteorological observations of various academies, 1826-1850, 185^-57. 

27 vols. 
Record of the foundation of the Central Sabbath School Union of New 

York, 1827-1831. 
Attorney-general's reports of foreclosure of mortgages, 1831-32. 1 vol. 
Solicitor's oath of office. New York court of chancery, 1833-1847. 

Signed by 826 attorneys before practicing there. 
Dearborn's mission from Massachusetts to the Senecas and Tuscaroras. 

3 vols., tall oct. 

Vol. 1, 1838-39. 
Vol. II, 1838-39. 
Vol. Ill, 1838-39. 
Bulletin, p. 214. 

Constitutional convention of New York, 1846. Reports and documents. 

1 vol., folio. 
Journals of the New York constitutional convention of 1846. 4 vols. 
Vol. 1, June 1-July 22. 
Vol. 2, July 23-Sept. 4. 
Vol. 3, Sept. 5-Sept. 30. 
Vol. 4, Oct. 1-Oct. 9. 

Each volume averages about 300 leaves, legal-cap size. 

Putnam Continental Artillery, Company C, Albany, 1854-59. 
Minutes of business meetings and accounts of the company. 

Fort Jackson guard book, 1861. 1 vol. Thin folio. 

Adjutant-general. Bundle of papers ** containing all the general and 
special orders that have been printed. 16 Apr., 1861-2." 

F. J. D'Avegnon, sanitary report of the Ninety-sixth New York Volun- 
teers, 1863. 

Clerk of the Senate. Binder's title, "Executive Journal." Sessions 
1880-81. 

Senate. Executive Journal, Jan. 15, 188(>-Mar. 22, 1882. 851 pp. 

Register of the appointments of the governor, 1864-1865. 1 folio vol. 
86 pp., indexed. 

Register of the appointments of the governor, 1866-1867. 1 folio vol. 
190 pp., indexed. 

Register of the appointments of the governei*, 1882, 1883, 1884, 1885. 1 
folio vol. 
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Clerk of the assembly, general orders, 1878 and 1879, 
Memorials concerning preservation of Adirondack forests. 1 vol. 
Arranged by counties. 

Senate Committee on Affairs of Cities, 1888. 

Contains a list of bills referred to the committee, with statement of the 
action taken and a list of the Senators who introduced the bills. 

Senate Conmiittee on Affairs of Cities, 1889. , 
Minutes of insurance committee, 1892. 

Various other matters of slight historical importance it has not been 
thought worth while to catalogue here. 

The above description and list comprises all the manu- 
scripts in the State library which relate properly to the 
affairs of the State. That collection also includes, however, 
a considerable body of miscellaneous material. This is here 
classified as follows: 

A. Manuscripts miscellaneous — a distinct collection. 

B. Local, i. e. , concerning localities within the State of 
New York. 

C. General, i. e., relating to localities outside of the State 
of New York. 

A. — MISCELLANEOUS MANUSCRIPTS. 

The following group is entitled "Manuscripts, miscellane- 
ous." It appears to contain some things of interest, but, 
with the possible exception of volumes 6-8, nothing of great 
value has been found. These manuscripts are contained in 
12 folio volumes. Volumes 1-6 are indexed and calendared. 

Vol. 1, briefly indexed. 

Contents extremely miscellaneous and of various dates. Dates 1757-1860. 
16 manuscripts. 

Vol. 2, index of contents. 

Contains among other things an inventory of sundries provided for Presi- 
dent George Washington, 1790; also list of articles consumed in the family 
of the President, 1790. There is also what might have been an annual 
budget of the Washington family. Dates in this volume run from 1736 to 
1861. Contents very miscellaneous. 26 manuscripts. 

Vol. 3, alphabetical index of names. 

Very miscellaneous as to dates and contents. 80 manuscripts. 

Vol. 4, alphabetical index of names. 

Very miscellaneous as to dates and contents. 166 manuscripts. 

Vol. 5, index. Marked "P. R. Livingston. Commissioned Letters, 

1730-1737.*' 
Vol. 6, index. Marked "Boston Merchant's Letters, 1733-1737." 
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Vols. 7 and 8, no index. Marked "Great Britain," American Colonial 

Army papers. Vol. 7, 1752-1777; vol. 8, 1777-1807. 
Vols. 9 and 10, indexed. Autograph letters. Vol. 9, American oflScials; 

vol. 10, American authors. 
Vol. 11, brief index of names. Collection of French manuscripts, 

1567-1808. 
Vol. 12, brief index of names. 

Miscellaneous character, mostly of the last quarter of eighteenth cen- 
tury. 13 manuscripts. 

Other miscellaneous papers are — 

Index to certain papers relating to boundaries, etc. 

A memorandum by H. Stevens of papers kept in various other places- 
Vermont Historical and Antiquarian Society, secretary of state's office, 
Boston, Mass., etc. 

A number of parchment confirmations by the King in council of acts 
passed by the New York assembly, of various dates from 1706 to 
1773, some with seals unbroken. 

Bundle of loose papers in covers of an old volume labeled on back 
"Dutch Records, 1552-53." 

The papers are of the most miscellaneous character and of indifferent 
value. There is a bill against George Clarke, dated 1733; a map of Rens- 
selaerwyck reduced from the ancient parchment map; scraps of informa- 
tion copied from historical works; notes, drafts, etc., usually of the 
eighteenth century. 

Bundle of papers inclosed between covers of an old volume. 

Contains many valuable fragments and documents. Among others are 
De Witt Clinton's signed oath of oflace of governor of New York, January, 
1727; various petitions to the governors and the legislature of New York; 
a deposition of Philip Heyn regarding the Delaware River, west branch, 
with other affidavits on the same subject; copy of minutes of a council 
meeting at Fort George, N. Y., May 8, 1772; report of council regarding the 
New Jersey boundary; lists of signed oaths taken before the masters in 
chancery to support the Constitution of the United States, etc. 

Account book of a New York merchant, 1721-1755. 
Same, April 1, 1721-Oct. 5, 1763. 

B. — LOCAL MANUSCRIPTS. 

An Albany merchant's ledger, 1722-1742. 

Minutes of mayor's court, Albany, 1736-37. Thin folio. 

Great Britain. Costumes of the forces in 1742. Presented to General 

Washington in 1787 by Robert Edge Pine. 
Van Rensselaer account book, 1743-1781. 
Court records, Ulster county. 1744-63. 1 small 8vd. vol. 
Account book of brigantine WUliamj 1745-1746. 
A shipmaster's account book. 

Account book for sundry articles used on board ship, port of New York, 
1745-58. 
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' ' Map of New York City. 1749. ' ' Folio volume. 

C!ontain8 maps of pieces of land, surveyed mostly by Francis Maerschalk, 
city surveyor. The maps are dated at different times between 1749 and 
1754, one being a copy of a map made Sept. 14, 1696. 

Albany merchant's ledger, 1760-80. 

Merchant's blotter, 1766. 

Chancery bill, Wynkoop vs. Horn. Directed to Governor Tryon. 

Inhabitants and heads of families in Suffolk County, April 17, 1771. 
Thin folio volume, 8 pp. 

Account book of a merchant, 1774-76. 

Tax book for Dutchess County, 1779. , 

Copy of assessment rolls of the freeholders and inhabitants of Dutchess 
County, made in pursuance of an act of the legislature of this State of 
New York, entitled "An act for raising monies by tax,'* passed the 27th 
day of April, 1786. 

Ledger, Union College, 1795-1862. 2 vols. 

Albany, Rensselaer, etc., school accounts, 1796-1807. 

Albany Mechanics Society, members' names and special act of the legis- 
lature dissolving the society, 1786-1826. Thin folio vol. 

Albany County accounts, 1798-1801. Thin folio vol. 

Aaron Burr's receipt book. 

Receipts for money paid by Burr for a great variety of services and 
articles. One volume, about 80 leaves, 4x7 inches, July 12, 1812, to August 
1, 1820. All receipts (except when signed by •• his mark ") are written and 
signed by the payee. 

Transactions of the Medical and Surgical Society of the City of Albany, 

1813. 1 small vol. 
Schenectady. Retailers' applications for licenses to retail liquors, wines, 

merchandise, etc., 1813-1816. 
Census of the city of Albany, 1814. 1 small 8vo. vol. 
Albany carriage licenses, 1814-1816. 
Albany County. Duties on licenses, 1814-1817. 3 vols. 
Albany carriages. Entries of values for taxing purposes, 1816. 1 small 

vol. 
Albany County manufacturers' bonds, 1815. 
Schenectady. Duties, 1815. Thin folio vol. 

James Boyd's district. List of duties payable for the year 1816 on house- 
hold furniture and on gold and silver watches, under the act of the 18th 
day of January, 1815, within the thirteenth collection district of the State 
of New York. 

Log book of Eli Pierson Halsey, of Southampton, L. I., in two whaling 
voyages from Sag Harbor, 1819-1822. 

Diary of Rev. Jacob Crane, 1826-1831. 

Garrettson Station M, E. Church. Names of presiding elder, pastor, 
leader, and members, 1848. 

Copy of records. Liber A, No.l, of Southampton, L. I., with other docu- 
ments. Index. 

Abstracts of records of Riverhead, L. I. Liber 2, 
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Certificates of locations. 1 thin folio. Apparently an index. 

Tax roll of Albany County. Undated. • 

A number of maps of various sections of the State. 

Copy of a list of interest certificates. 

A list of the patents in Westchester County, giving names of patentees 
and persons in possession. 

List of certificates for deferred debt issued out of the oflSce of the com- 
missioner of loans for the State of New York on account of the funded 
debt of the said State. 

Index to soldiers' names, survey or-generaPs ofl&ce. 

Fly leaf has note: "Names of the soldiers who served for the classes, as 
certified by the muster master." 

Small bundle of papers marked "Military accounts." 

Index to a book of accounts with Union College. No date. Thin folio vol. 

New York boundary, Chautauqua County. 

Levy certificates issued. No dates. Thin folio. 

Levy notes issued. List. No dates. Book F. F. 

Papers relating to the sale of certain lands of the Macomb purchase in 

New York to Peter Chassanis, of Paris. Thin folio. 
Diary and account book of Jedidiah Sangar, surveyor of Herkimer and 

Oneida counties. 
History of Kanadasaga and Geneva, by George S. Conover. 983 pp., 

folio. 
Rev. Dr. Westerlo's manuscripts. 9 vols. All in Dutch and Latin. 
Bulletin, p. 210. 

Mythology of the Iroquois, or Six Nations of Indians. A true copy of 
the original manuscript account by Hon. James Dean, sr., of West- 
moreland, Oneida County, N. Y. 13 pp. 

C. — MANUSCRIPTS RELATING TO MATTERS OUTSIDE THE STATE. 

Stafford County, Va., court records, 1664-1668, 1669-1693. 1vol., folio. 

381 pp. Indexed. 
Town papers of Dover, N. H., 1693-1783. 1 vol. 
Diary of Samuel Buel while a student at Yale College. 
Proceedings regarding the boundary line between Massachusetts and 

Rhode Island, 1741-1742. 
Original minutes of the South Carolina navy board, 1776-80. 
South Carolina naval pay book, 1778-79. Thin folio. 
Copy of muster rolls of Col. Elisha Sheldon's regiment of Connecticut 

light dragoons, 1777-82. 
A complete set of autograph letters and autographs of the signers of the 

Declaration of Independence. Tuft's coll. 1 vol., quarto. 
Bulletin, p. 213. 

The Stevens papers. 283 vols. 
Vol. 1, Ethan Allen papers. 
Vols. 2-11, Heman Allen papers. 
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The Stevens papers — Continued. 
Vols. 12-18, Ira Allen papers. 
Vol. 19, Levi Allen papers. 
Vols. 20-29, Burlington custom-house papers. 
Vols. 30-99, Follett papers, / 

The letters in volumes 1-M have been indexed in a separate volume. 

Vols. 10a-113i, Hubbard papers. C 

Vols. 114-136, Hyde papers. * 
Vols. 137-149, Jenison papers. 

On Canada rebellion of 1839-40. I 

Vols. 150-160, Military papers. ' 

These include three volumes of muster rolls of various regiments of the 
United States Regular Army and volunteers in the war of 1812, and muster 
rolls and official accounts of Vermont militia, 1812-1814. 

Vols. 161-232, Miscellaneous papers. 

Vol. 233, B. Robinson's journal. 

Vol. 234, Schuyler letters, etc. 

Vols. 235-237, Sheldon papers. 

Vol. 238, Steamboats and railroads. 

Vols. 239-247, Tichenor papers. 

Vol. 248, Vermont surveyor-general. Index to vols. 1-24. 

Vol. 248i, Minutes of town lines. 

Vols. 249-272, Vermont towns. 

Vols. 273-275, Wheeler papers. 

Vols. 276-279, P. White papers. 

Vol. 280, Wool papers. 

On Canada rebellion, 1839-40. 

Vol. 281, Vermont surveyor-general's field book. 
Bulletin, p. 214. 

United States Navy journals of John S. Barnes while on board the 
United States vessels San Jacinto, Saratoga, and Arctic, 1854-56. 1 voh, 
folio. 
Treasury of Confederate States. Calendar of letters, 1862-1863. 1 vol., 

folio. 
Muster roll of Capt. J. T. Bradford's company. First Massachusetts Regi- 
ment, 1862. 4 
Miscellaneous files. 

Volumes numbered 2, 3, and 4. Each indexed in front. Contents relate 
to many events and characters in New York history in the nineteenth 
century. 

Collection of portraits of Christopher Columbus. 

Copy of Washington's "First draft of his farewell address" and of his 

"Estimate of his generals." The original is in the show case in the 

Law library. 
Boundary papers. Original parchments in file case. 
Patents. Original parchments in file case. 
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There is also in the State library a collection of about 
1,550 pages of French manuscripts, mainly relating to 
d'Iberville's voyages to the mouth of the Mississippi and 
to the war of the Revolution. They consist of a series of 
documents, numbered 1-80, copied for the New York State 
library from the Bibliotheque Nationale and the Archives 
Nationales at Paris. 

The following is a r6sum6 of the contents of the collec- 
tion: 

Memoir by Pefialosa relating to Quivira [before 1687]; De Beauchesne's 
journal of his voyage to Valdivia, with two anonymous journals of the 
same voyage, 1698; 2 abstracts of memoirs relating to the expedition 
to Cartagena under De Paintis, 1697; Penieaut's journal, 1699-1722 
(printed in Margry, vol. 5, pp. 375-586); 16 letters and accounts of 
d' Iberville's voyages to the Mississippi, 1698-1700 (four printed in 
Margry); B^nard de la Harpe's journal, 1718-22 (the greater part 
in Margry, vol. 6); R^cit de Tabb^ de Gallin^e, 1678 (Margry, vol. 1, 
pp. 345-401) ; relation of Rev. M. A. Gaulin of his mission among the 
Mikmaks, 1718 (Canada Frangais, 1881, vol. 1, doc. in^dits, pp. 190- 
193, contains substantially the same information) ; memorial of Rev. 
Rob^ regarding boundaries of Acadia, 1720; letter from Fran^ais Le 
Maire to the royal council, complaining about the Jesuits in Louisiana 
[after 1722] ; account of the encounter of the Alddey the Lys, and the 
Dauphin with the English fleet under Boscawen, 1755 (varying from 
that in Gentl. Mag., vol. 25, pp. 330-331); journal of Paul Jones, 
1775-87 (printed as **M6moires de Paul Jones,*' Paris, 1798); journal 
of the operations of the squadron under Comte d'Estaing, 1778-79; 
letter from George Washington to John Hancock, Oct. 8, 1775; Wash- 
ington's report to Congress, Sept. 11, 1777 (Sparks, vol. 5, pp. 57-59); 
letter to Count de Grasse, Sept. 25, 1781 (Sparks, vol. 8, pp. 163-67); 
letter transmitting the proposed Constitution of the United States, 
Sept. 17, 1787, with text (Journal of Amer. Congress, vol. 4, pp. 776- 
782); letter from Lafayette to [De Broglie?], Oct. 23, 1777; 13 letters 
from De Kalb to De Broglie, Gerard, H. Laurens, De Mauray and 
Du Boismartin (6 in B. F. Stevens's "Facsimiles"); a memoir and 4 
letters from Vicomte de Mauray to De Broglie; 5 letters to De Broglie 
from De Rafel^s Brove, De B^ville, De Lameth, and Fleury; 2 me- 
moirs, without dates, addressed to B. Franklin and John Adams, on 
the part of Philippe Wallez, of Ghent, proposing direct trade between 
Flanders and the United States; treaty of amity and commerce, Feb. 
6, 1778 (see Winsor's Narr. and Crit. Hist., vol. 7, pp. 45); journal of 
voyage to the United States by a French citizen (Harvard Bibl. Con- 
tributions, No. 22, Calendar of Sparks' s Manuscripts, p. 81, No. 94); 
journal of Victor Claude de Broglie's voyage to the United States, 
1782-83; 2 memorials by De Ricard on the political and military situa- 
tion of Fr«ince and England before the Revolution, and commercial 
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relations between France and the United States, 1776-78; letters creden- 
tials to Robert R. Livingston and James Monroe, Jan. 3, 1803, together 
with various anonymous documents containing brief geographical 
descriptions of colonies in North and South America, summaries of 
early voyages and discoveries, recommendations for extending the 
trade of France, accounts of ceremonies observed at Te Deums in 
Notre Dame after the victories of Montcalm, 1758, and De Grasse, 1781. 

PAPERS IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Coining to the state departments which have the custody 
of records, the first place belongs to the office of the secretiiry 
of state and the land office, the two being combined. The 
following account of these collections draws largely from a 
"Catalogue of records in the office of secretary of state," 
published in 1898, but not generally accessible in libraries. 
This office was the original and for a long time by far the 
most important depository of the records of the province 
and State. In recent years the tendency has been to trans- 
fer many of its treasures to the State library, and, as we have 
seen, many of the most valuable manuscript series which the 
State library possesses have come to it from the secretary's 
office. As yet, however, it can scarcely be said that those 
papers are either safer or more accessible than they might 
have been if left where they originally were. Under the 
idea also that the State library should possess the older rec- 
ords — those of the provincial and Revolutionary periods — 
some important series have unfortunately been divided, the 
earlier volumes being removed to the State library and the 
later ones retained in the office of the secretary of state. 
This is notably true of the records of commissions, of the 
series of Indian deeds and treaties, and of the minutes of the 
council of appointment. It is also to be noted that the 
translations of three volumes of Dutch patents (1630-1674) 
remain with the secretary of state, while the originals have 
been removed to the State library. 

In the office of the secretary of state will be found — 

The originals of the constitutions of the State, 1821, 1846, 1894, and the 
draft of the constitution of 1867-68, which was rejected at the polls. 

The original returns of the censuses of 1825, 1835, and 1855. (Names 
not given. ) 

Indian census of 1845. (Names not given. ) 

Since 1845 it has been the custom to deposit the original census returns 
in the State library on the completion of the compilation of the same by 
the secretary of state. 
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Original Colonial Laws, 1664-1775, books 1 to 19, inclusive. 

The entries in the first volume consist largely of ordinances issued by the 
governor, or the governor and council, before the calling of the first assem- 
blies. The statutes in these books have now been printed in the series of 
"Colonial Laws of New York," compiled by the statutory revision commis- 
sion (Albany, '1894). 

Original State Laws. 

Books 20 to 31, inclusive, contain the acts of the first 24 sessions of the 
State legislature, 1778-1801. 

A series of more than 160 books, containing the laws passed from 1802 

to the present time. 
The records of the council of revision, in 5 minute books of about 400 
pp. each, ledger size. 

Book No. 1, 1778 to 1785. 
Book No. 2, 1786 to 1797. 
Book No. 3, 1798 to 1806. 
Book No. 4, 1806 to 1814. 
Book No. 5, 1815 to 1819. 
Records of commissions. 38 vols. 

Of these, volumes 1-5 have already been referred to as in the State 
library. Volume 6 begins with 1770 and includes some of the earliest com- 
missions issued under the seal of the State. The remaining volumes of 
this series contain commissions issued to a great variety of officials and for 
many different purposes and cover the period between the establishment 
of the State government and the year 1822. 

Records of commissions issued by the governor, 1823-1898. 14 vols. 
Records of commissions issued by the governor and senate, 1823-1898. 

28 vols. 
Executive orders for commissions, 1840-1896. 19 vols. 
Appointments by the governor and senate, 1823-1897. 20 vols. 
Abstracts of appointments: Civil appointments, 1804-1878, 6 vols.; State 

ofl&cers and notaries, 1873-1898, 19 vols. 
Records of supersedeas, 1813-1856. 3 vols. 
Minutes of the council of appointment. 14 vols., ledger size, of from 

300 to 400 pp. each. 

Vol. 1, 1777-1786, is in the State library; the others, covering the period 
1788-1822, remain with the secretary of state. These volumes are filled 
with brief entries of appointments, civil and military, made by the council 
during its existence as a part of the machinery of the State government. 

Record of pardons, 1799-1898. 10 vols. 

Record of commutations and respites, 1854-1878. 1 vol. 

Record of restoration to citizenship, 1869-1898. 5 vols. 

Executive orders for pardons, etc., 1845-1898. 20 vols. 

Certificates of election, 1799-1827. 3 vols. 

Certificates of nominations, 1890-1898. In packages. 

Electoral college papers, 1792-1894. 3 vols. 

Notices of election (copies), 1850 to date. In packages. 

OflScial canvass, 1802-1898. In packages. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 8 
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Statements of county canvassers, 1802-1898. In jwickages. 
Record of official canvass, 1822-1898. 7 vols. 
Record of nominations, 1890-1898. 1 vol. 
Statements by candidates of election expenses. 

Before 1799 certificates of election and entries of that nature were 
recorded in books of deeds. 

In the office are also a considerable quantity and variety 
of miscellaneous records, in both books and packages. 
Among these are alien depositions and records thereof, 107 
volumes; apportionment of assembly districts, civil service 
rules, naturalization returns, records of changes of names, 
oaths of office, 14 volumes; proclamations by governors, 
erection of towns and changes of their names or boundaries, 
notices of incorporation of villages, vital statistics (vrithout 
names), original ti'anscripts of convictions and sentences, 
judgments, transcripts and decrees docketed in New York, 
26 volumes; rules of court of appeals, court terms, fees of 
county clerks, designations of judges, etc. Many of these 
records run back for half a century, some for a longer time. 

The following records of lands are oreserved in the office 
of the secretary of state: 

Letters patent of lands. 51 vols. 

Volumes 1-41 contain patents issued from 1664-1872; the remaining vol- 
umes contain water grants and quit claims. Volume 1 contains, besides 
patents, the charter issued by Charles II to the Duke of York, the Duke's 
commission to Governor Nicolls, and a few civil and military commissions 
issued by Governor Nicolls. Some charters of corporations also appear 
in the earlier volumes. 

Abstracts of patents, 1677-1847. 13 vols. 

These are abstracts of patents in volumes 1-35, supra. 

Abstract of patents in the military tract. 2 vols. 

Vol. 1, 1764-1775; vol. 2, 1790-1797. 

Original letters patent, engrossed in l)ooks of letters patent, 1664-1786, 
with a volume of military patents, 1766-1774. 

These are original books engrossed under an act of February 23, 1786. 

Translations of Dutch patents, 1630-1674. 3 vols., with an index vol- 
ume of Dutch patents, 1630-1661. 
Military patents granted for military service, 1764-1797. 8 vols. 
Deeds, including mortgages and releases to the State, 1641 to date. 43 
vols. 

These books also contain many miscellaneous records, as commissions, 
Indian purchases, wills, etc. 

State mortgages, 1807 to date. 3 vols. 
Releases to the State, 1787-1887. 8 vols. 
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Records of original releases. 3 vols. 
Indian deeds and treaties. 

Vol. 1, 1692-1714 (in State library). 

Vol. 2, 1712-1810. 
^ Vol. 3, 1811-1813. 

Original Indian treaties and other papers, 1807-1830. 1 vol. 
Original Indian treaties and other papers, 1842-1845. 1 vol. 

Several Indian deeds are also recorded in the books of letters patent. 

Land papers, colonial and State, 1842-1803. 63 vols. 

Besides these there are 260 boxes containing land papers, 1804-1897. These 
papers are the original documents and maps, on the authority of which 
land has been granted from 1642 to the present time. 

Proceedings of the land office and miscellaneous papers. Land office 
minutes, 1784 to date. 21 vols. 

The miscellaneous papers are not very numerous; a list of them will be 
found in the "Catalogue of records in the office of secretary of state," 
p. 126. 

Maps and field books. 

Of these the office has a large collection, a list of which will be found 
in the " Catalogue," pp. 32-123. 

Corporation records. A large body of corporation records 
are also preserved in the secretary's oflBice, among them the 
following: 

Annual reports of corporations. 79 vols. 

Papers and reports of benevolent, charitable, and other societies. 55 

vols. 
Papers relating to business corporations. 76 vols. 
Cooperative insurance companies. 4 vols. 
Corporations for the erection of buildings, etc. 4 vols. 
Ferry companies. 4 vols. 
Dissolution of corporations. 3 vols. 
Foreign corporations. 47 vols. 

Manufacturing, mining, and other corporations. 133 vols.' 
Railroad corporations. 29 vols. 
Gaslight companies. 6 vols. 
Telegraph and telephone companies. 7 vols. 

Of record books of corporations there are the following: 

Manufacturing corporations. 37 vols. 
Transportation companies. 4 vols. 
Business corporations, act of 1875. 15 vols. 
Business corporations. 39 vols. 
Benevolent and missionary societies. 42 vols. 
Railroad corporations. 19 vols. 
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EXECUTIVE CHAMBER. 

The office of the secretary of state has always been and 
still is the office of record of the governor. This arises 
from the fact that the secretary is the keeper of the great 
seal. Still, several series of books have been kept in the 
executive chamber for reference in that office, and some 
files of papers are to be found there. These relate to 
appointments, pardons, and a variety of executive acts. A 
journal is also kept of the daily business of the office, the 
series beginning in 1859 and the record filling one large 
ledger each year to the present time. The final official 
record, however, of all the executive business done which 
passes under the great seal is deposited in the office of the 
secretary of state. The record of whatever is done under 
the privy seal, on the contrary, will not be found in the 
secretary's office, but is entered in the journals kept in the 
executive chamber, acts under the privy seal being attested 
by the private secretary of the governor. 

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER. 

The records containing the financial history of the State 
will be found mainly in the office of the comptroller. To 
some of them it will be necessary to refer in the sections on 
the State treasurer and on the canal commissioners. A com- 
plete record of the receipts of the State, and vouchers for 
all payments made by it, with the exception of money paid 
from the free-school fund, are kept in the comptroller's 
office. Files of warrants and vouchers exist in this office 
from 1797 to the present time. There also is a record of 
all bonds issued by the State. The comptroller is the officer 
authorized to invest the trust funds of the State, including 
the canal debt sinking fund, and these securities are and 
always have been in his custody. All fidelity bonds, and 
bonds of contractors with the State for the faithful perform- 
ance of their contracts, are filed in this office, unless other- 
wise provided by law. A record of all State taxes levied 
upon counties is kept there, and reports of valuations and 
taxes are annually filed there by the clerks of the boards of 
supervisors throughout the State. The findings of the State 
board of equalization, entered upon sheets, were filed in the 
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office from the creation of that board in 1859. The board 
consisted of the State assessors and the commissioners of 
the land office. The State assessors, after the report on 
equalization was prepared, met each year and adopted it. 
County treasurers' sales books and comptrollers' sales books 
since 1853 are preserved here, as also assessment rolls, diaries, 
and tax books in large numbers. In the office is also a series 
of 15 ledgers, extending, with one interruption, from June 
1, 1775, to the present time. During the period covered by 
the first ledger (June, 1775-September, 1793) the office was 
known as the auditor's office. A break appears from Sep- 
tember, 1793, to May, 1797; then administration was begun 
under the comptroller, and the series, lettered A, B, C, etc., 
continues unbroken to the present time. 

In the tax department, which is a bureau of the comptrol- 
ler's office, are kept the tax diaries, the annual tax books, the 
record of rejected taxes, the accounts of taxes on State lands, 
the record of the cancellation of tax sales and taxes, lists of 
State lands, county treasurers' tax sales, etc. The tax diaries 
are journals of tax payments in the form of copies of tax 
receipts given by the office. Entries are strictly chronologi- 
cal. These books average 500 pages to a volume, and about 
three of them are now filled each year. An unbroken series 
of them exists since 1798 or 1799, in all between 175 and 200 
volumes. The annual tax books are made up from returns 
by county treasurers of unpaid taxes. Transcripts of these 
returns which are found to be correct (called admitted taxes) 
are entered in these books, the entries being alphabetical 
and by counties. As payments are made the fact is posted 
from the diaries into the annual tax books. These books 
average 900 pages to a volume, and the series runs back to 
1799, there being about 105 volumes in all. The record 
of rejected taxes contains transcripts of taxes reported by 
the county treasurers, but found not to be correct. The ar- 
rangement of these books is the same as that of the annual 
tax books. The series also runs back to the same date, the 
earlier volumes containing about 300 pages to a volume, the 
later 500 pages each. 

The accounts of taxes on State lands begin in 1886 and 
continue to the present time, one volume for each j^ear. 
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These contain returns of assessments on State lands, there 
being admitted and rejected lists, as in the annual tax books. 
Copies of the assessment rolls for these lands are also filed 
here by the assessors of each town on the State reserves. 
The record of the cancellation of tax sales or taxes, in cases 
where they prove to be void, extends back to 1798 or 1799, 
the volumes containing about 700 pages each. 

There are in the oflBice two series of lists of State lands: — 
(1) In forest preserve counties; (2) outside forest preserve 
counties. These contain a record, arranged by counties, of 
all lands known to belong to the State. Only two volumes 
of these, containing about 600 pages each, are now in use. 

A volume of 500 pages, entitled "County treasurer's tax 
sales," contains a record of lands bid in for the State at such 
sales. Since 1873 a record of deeds given in this oflSce from 
tax sales has been kept, filling 7 books of 700 pages each. 
Before 1873 the only record of these transactions was the 
fact of conveyance entered in the tax sales books. Tax sales 
began in 1811, and are held at intervals of about five years. 
For use in the office, as the time for such sales approaches, 
printed lists of their dates are issued. A special deed book 
(600 pages) contains a record of sales and of deeds given 
under special acts of the legislature ordering sales of specified 
tracts. Certificates of tax sales are all kept on file, and 
thousands of them result from each sale. A series of 3 
books (about 300 pages each) contains notices to occupants 
of lands sold for taxes. One book contains notices to mort- 
gagees and another notices from mortgagees of lands sold 
for taxes. Records of cancellation of taxes are kept on file, 
as are cases of redemption of taxes. Seven fee books are in 
the office. 

In the tax office also are three very large ledgers filled 
with records of 1,152 patents, granted at various times during 
the provincial period, subject to the payment of quitrent. 
The names of the grantees, the names, bounds, and location 
of each patent, and the quitrent to which it was subject, are 
given. The names of those to whom subgrants or 8«les had 
been made in each large estate, the size of such grants, the 
dates of the same and the sums paid for them, are also 
recorded, together with the fact and date of redemption. 
This is the status of all such estates which were in existence 
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in the Commonwealth when these books were made up — i.e., 
not far from 1820. There is a small index volmne to these 
books. There is also another large ledger, entitled ''Origi- 
nal draught quitrent book, 1820," which contains a r^sum^ 
of most of the material in the three large ledgers. The 
material tabulated in these ledgers was probably obtained 
from the patents and deeds in the office of the secretary of 
state. Certain smaller books here are filled with printed 
blanks for the payment of arrears of quitrents, with entries 
of payments filled out. These entries run from January 9, 
1813, to June 14, 1820. The full arrears are given, also the 
commutation and the sum paid — i. e., the arrears minus the 
commutation. A record book of commutations from October 
13, 1815, to June 17, 1816, differs from the above in that it 
records the payment of lump sums in lieu of all future quit- 
rents. Another book contains a record of remission of quit- 
rents, pursuant to the act of April 12, 1813. The entries in 
this begin July 1, 1814, and close May 25, 1820. 

These volumes, together with the material relating to quit- 
rents among the manuscripts in the State library and in the 
office of the State engineer, would seem to be sufficient to 
illustrate this phase of the subject. 

Two large volumes of records of the road and marsh tax, 
in the early years of the nineteenth century, also in the tax 
office, throw light on the history of the highways in the 
State. 

In the corporation tax bureau, also connected with the 
comptroller's office, are filed since 1880 annual reports from 
all corporations in the State. It is from these reports that 
a decision is reached as to whether or not a corporation shall 
be taxed. About 80,000 corporations, existent and extinct, 
have reported, of which number 6,180 now pay taxes. All 
the documents on which the decisions of the comptrollers in 
the case of each corporation is based are kept on file — i. e. , the 
correspondence between the office and the companj'^, the 
testimony taken, and the decision of the comptroller. Over 
6,000 files of these papers have accumulated. The system 
of bookkeeping required in this bureau is very elaborate. 

The bureau of charitable institutions contains records, 
both general and detailed, pertaining to the State charitable 
and reformatory institutions, other than State prisons and 
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hospitals. The reason for this is that estimates for the ex- 
penses of these institutions are audited and allowed here. 

The records of the inheritance tax bureau are also in one 
of the branches of this office. 

The last body of records in the comptroller's office which 
calls for mention is the manuscripts of the colony and State 
of New York in the Revolutionary War. These were discov- 
ered about six years ago, "promiscuously scattered through 
great masses of old vouchers and files." Enough of them 
to fill 29 large volumes have already been arranged and 
mounted, and many more are still unassorted. From them 
Hon. James A. Roberts, then comptroller of the State, 
caused to be compiled the volume entitled ''New York in 
the Revolution," a first edition of which was published in 
1897, and a second and enlarged edition in 1898. This volume 
contains the muster rolls, so far as the names have been 
recovered, of the New York regiments and other organiza- 
tions which served on land and sea during the Revolution. 
On page 274 of this volume (second edition) will be found 
a brief descriptive catalogue of the papers which have been 
arranged, and an indication of the contents of the rest. 
Besides muster rolls, the papers contain lists of men enti- 
tled to land bounties; lists of pensioners and applications 
for pensions; accounts and proceedings of the departments 
of the State government during the Revolution; lists of 
delegates to the provincial congresses, with their committees 
and transactions; minutes of the committee of safety and of 
the council of safety; officers and members of the senate and 
assembly; various accounts and transactions of the governor, 
secretary of state, treasurer, auditor-general, loan office, 
State agents, and their assistants; proceedings of county com- 
mittees, committees for detecting and defeating conspiracies, 
of commissioners. of sequestration of forfeited estates; state- 
ments of forfeitures of the property of loyalists, arranged 
by counties; minutes of commissioners having charge of 
British prisoners, and records relating to ships, military 
roads, fortifications, and military stores of all kinds. 

OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER AND SURVEYOR. 

The office of the State engineer and surveyor has inherited 
the records of the surveyors-general of the eighteenth cen- 
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tury. There will be found a large mass of papers relating 
to surveys of land in all parts of the State, from the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century until, approximately, the 
present time, including warrants of surveys, returns of sur- 
veys, vouchers, correspondence, etc. Until a few years 
ago these papers were stored away in bundles without satis- 
factory order or arrangement. Of late, about half of them 
have been mounted in books, each book being provided 
with an index of names. Up to the time when this report 
was prepared about 23 large volumes had been filled in this 
way, and it is estimated that the papers will ultimately fill 
more than 50 volumes. But in doing this work no eflfort 
has been made to arrange the papers in any satisfactory 
order, but they have been placed in the volumes in the same 
succession which they occupied in the bundles. The result 
is great confusion, which must always perplex the investi- 
gator, and which can never be fully remedied by any index 
or calendar. The volumes are also overcrowded with docu- 
ments. 

A series of original sales books, containing entries of sales 
of State lands, from 1792 to the present time, is also in this 
oflBice. The sales here recorded are distinct from tax sales, 
and are made by the State engineer under resolutions of the 
land commissioners, and on application of the owner or 
would-be purchaser. 

One case is filled with a collection of about 540 maps and 
plans. Among these are the oldest maps in the office. 
None of them have been published, but the Mix catalogue 
of maps and surveys contains a list of those in existence 
prior to 1859. 

There are in this office large collections of field books of 
surveys. In one case are 48 of these books, from which 
were prepared some of the maps referred to above. In 
another case are more than 2,000 field books of the canal 
surveys of the State. Here are also about 2,100 roll maps 
of the canals and their surveys, together with many port- 
folios of maps made from the canal surveys. 

Another collection of great interest, bought by the depart- 
ment some years ago, contains 664 field books of Ihe Holland 
Land Company. These are packed in tin boxes, 20 books 
in each box, and numbered consecutively. Included in this 
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collection also are 23 volumes of account books of the com- 
pany, 41 volumes of transcripts of its deeds granted to 
purchasers, 4 volumes of maps and charts, and 1 volume of 
a survey for a ^hip canal from Tonawanda to Lockport. 

In the office of the eastern division of the Erie and Cham- 
plain canals (also in State Hall) are all the special engineer- 
ing records of that division. The same is true of the 
respective divisions at the office of the middle division 
(Syracuse) and of the western division (Rochester). All 
data (maps, surveys, etc.) kept in the division offices are filed 
in duplicate in the office of the State engineer. 

For the maps in this office, as well as in the secretary's 
office and the State library, reference is made to the "Cat- 
alogue of maps and surveys," printed by order of the 
assembly in 1851. 

OFFICE OF THE STATE TREASURER. 

The records of the State treasurer's office go back to 1776. 
From 1776 to 1846 treasurers were appointed; since the 
latter date they have been elected. Records of the person- 
nel of the office have been kept from the beginning. The 
regular account books of the office are the daybooks and 
the journals. Of the daybooks, one is designated the '^ re- 
ceipt book" and the other the "payment book." In the 
" receipt book " a daily record is kept of all moneys paid 
into the treasury. The fiscal year runs from October 1 to 
September 30, inclusive, and one volume of 560 pages is 
used each year. In the " payment book" a daily record is 
kept of all moneys paid out of the treasury. As this is kept 
in duplicate, about 1,300 pages are filled with entries each 
year. The journals are used in summarizing the debits and 
credits of each fiscal year. The credit side of the account 
requires one volume of 250 pages, and the debit side two 
volumes of 250 pages each annually. From these journals 
postings are made to a general ledger, each volume of which 
contains 500 pages. These books are all kept with two main 
objects in view — the one to record and prove the correctness 
of the cash and fund accounts of the State; the other to 
comply with the law in making the annual report of the 
office to the legislature. The accounts, both in this and in 
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the comptroller's oflBice, are kept so as to be a check and 
safeguard on each other. For instance, receipts are issued 
for all moneys paid into the treasury, and these receipts are 
countersigned and entered in the books of the comptroller's 
office. All moneys paid out of the treasury are upon war- 
rants signed by the comptroller as authorized by appropria- 
tions made by the legislature. Checks signed by the treas- 
urer are issued in payment of such warrants, which checks 
are required by law to be countersigned and entered by the 
comptroller. Thus the treasurer receives and pays all 
moneys, but the comptroller possesses the evidence of such 
receipts and payments. The diflference between the receipts 
and payments is the balance in the treasurer's custody and 
is accounted for weekly. All warrants drawn on the treas- 
urer are properly indorsed and compared with checks as 
they come back from the banks, and each month are filed in 
cases. The returned checks are compared with check stubs, 
sorted by numbers, and kept on file. The warrants are the 
authority of the officer for the payments made, and the 
indorsements upon the checks are proofs of payment. 

Many side books are kept for the purpose of properly 
distributing and arranging the various subjects alphabetically 
and by counties, both as a ready reference and for conven- 
ience in making up the annual reports. Further, in addition 
to the books named, a journal and ledger are kept by the 
cashier, containing entries of deposits in banks and showing 
balances in their possession. 

BOARD OF CANAL COMMISSIONERS. 

The board of canal commissioners was created by laws of 
1816 and 1817. At the same time the canal fund was estab- 
lished and the commissioners of that fund created. Under 
many changes of the law the board of canal commissioners, 
or canal board, has continued to the present day. Its mem- 
bers are the lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, comp- 
troller, treasurer, attorney -general, engineer and surveyor, 
and superintendent of public works. The board of commis- 
sioners of the canal fund, with which it is closely connected, 
consists of the above officials, except the engineer and super- 
intendent. The canal board has general administrative con- 
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trol over all of the canals of the State and over land taken 
for panal purposes, with power to grant permission for the 
erection of buildings for industrial or commercial purposes 
on canal property. Its jurisdiction in some detail may be 
found in the canal law, sections 10 and 11 (Revised Stat., 
ed. 1896, p. 335). The office of the board is in State Hall, 
Albany. There and in its record room (in the same build- 
ing) are the minute books of the board from 1826 to the 
present time. In the office of the superintendent of public 
works are engrossed minute books of the canal commission- 
ers, in 6 volumes, from April, 1817, to January, 1878. But 
from this set the minutes from June 10, 1822, to January 7, 
1828, are missing. The records in the office of the board in 
State Hall are in the form of rough minutes, though copies 
of a few of the earlier volumes have been made. Under 
provision of an act of 1894 the minutes are now being 
printed in the State paper. Reports of the canal board 
appear in print in both senate and assembly documents as 
early as 1830, and perhaps earlier.^ Rough minutes of the 
commissioners of the canal fund in the office begin in 1827 
and are- continued to the present time, in 10 volumes. Here 
also are abstracts of expenditures of the superintendent of 
public works from the creation of that office in 1878 to the 
present time, in 7 volumes, large ledger size, and records of 
liens and chattel mortgages on canal boats, kept in a series 
of books (7 registers and 7 indexes) from 1858 to date. 
Files of claims for and awards of damages on the canals 
(with indexes) are kept here running back to the beginning 
of the canal system in 1817. The same is the case with 
vouchers for expenditures on the canals. The awards of 
claims filed here are certified copies of documents which are 
preserved in the office of the board of claims. Many series 
of ledgers, journals, and other books of financial record are 
kept here, and of these many long series, together with very 
voluminous files of papers, are stored in the record room of 
the board. Files of vouchers in the record room go back 
to 1817. Here also are files of mortgages on canal boats. 
In 1878, by virtue of an amendment to the constitution 

1 See references to them in General Index to Legislative Documents of the State of 
New York, compiled by Charles R. Dayton, and printed by order of the legislature, 
ed. of 1891. 
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in 1876, the oflBice of superintendent of public works was 
brought into existence, and to it was transferred the duties 
of the canal commissioners. The definitions of the powers 
of this officer, as they appear in successive acts, show that 
the actual management of work and employees on the canals, 
with the promulgation and execution of rules for navigation 
and maintenance, have been his duties from the outset. He 
has charge of the expenditure of all specific appropriations 
for canals. All contracts for work on the canals pass 
through his hands. He has the right to set apart land tem- 
porarily or permanently for the use of the canals. Besides 
his administration of the canals, he grants permits to per- 
sons who desire to use State lands for constructions other 
than for railroad and manufacturing purposes. Contracts 
also pass through his hands for all isolated pieces of public 
works, as harbor improvements on the lakes. The inspec- 
tion of boilers and steam vessels on inland waters is also 
carried on in this office. The most important transactions 
of the office — contracts, cancellation of contracts, appoint- 
ments to the more important offices in the canal service, 
resignations, refhovals, permits to occupy State lands, etc. — 
are recorded in the minutes of the superintendent of public 
works. These books, none of which are in print, are all 
indexed. 

Among the files of the office are all contracts into which 
the department has entered, all bids for these contracts, all 
permits which have been issued, plans and specifications 
(including maps) for every piece of work undertaken, all 
bills for materials purchased, a complete record of tonnage 
on the canals, and a complete account of the doings and 
earnings of the canal force. When the archives of the State 
engineer, of the canal board, and of the office of the super- 
intendent of public works shall be brought together, it will 
appear that a very complete record of the canal system of 
the State has been preserved. 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 

The adjutant-general's office, where one might naturally 
expect to find all the military records of the State, contains 
very few of dates prior to the civil war. Such military 
records in Albany as relate to the colonial wars are among 
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the archives in the State library. The great body of Revo- 
lutionary records, as has already been stated, are in the 
custody of the comptroller. 

In the adjutant-general's oflBice are two ledgers entitled 
"Military index," one for the years 1803-1813, the other 
for the years 1810-1813. These contain brief records of 
appointments of officers in the militia, and may originally 
have been an index to that portion of the minutes of the 
council of appointment. From the disappearance of the 
council of appointment, in 1822, to 1831, there is no extant 
record of appointments. Six books known as '* Registers 
of military officers" are here, which contain entries of 
appointments of officers, 1831-1846, but without reference 
to the regiment or other organization to which the officers 
belonged. Beginning with 1847 there is a register of officers 
arranged by organizations; this Tcontinues to the present 
time. This record has been for some years very detailed. 
For lists of privates it is necessary to depend on muster 
rolls; but of these no originals exist in the office prior to 
the civil war. So far as could be learned neither original 
nor copied rolls of the soldiers who served in the Revolution 
or in the Mexican war are there. Some copies of pay rolls 
of New York troops who served in the war of 1812 have 
been procured from Washington, but these are incomplete. 

A series of books of general orders, beginning with 
December, 1801, and continuing to date, contain the orders 
issued to the militia from the office of the adjutant-general. 

The records in the office of New York troops who served 
in the civil war and in the Spanish-American war are much 
more complete. Here are the muster-in rolls of the militia 
and volunteer regiments; also, with some exceptions, the 
muster-out rolls of the volunteer regiments, and about one- 
third of those of the militia regiments drafted into the 
service of the United States. Here, also, is the record of 
the payment of State bounties to New York men. Three 
bounty books contain a full record, arranged alphabetically, 
without reference to regiments, of the $50 bounty. This 
was the first bounty paid, and was offered to men enlisting 
between specified dates in July and September, 1862. Nine 
bounty books contain the records of the $75 bounty paid to 
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men who had enlisted by April 1, 1864. In this series, also, 
entries are arranged alphabetically, without reference to 
regiments; but another series is also here, which contains 
the entries relating to the $75 bounty, arranged according 
to regiments. 

There is also here a very complete list of enlistments 
between July and November, 1862, containing the names of 
the men and the regiments in which they enlisted. The list 
was compiled by the supervisors of the counties, reports 
from nearly all the counties in the State being included. 
The most noteworthy exceptions are New York County and 
part of Kings. In the fall of 1863 United States provost- 
marshals began the work of enlistment in the State and con- 
tinued in charge of it till the close of the war. The records 
of their enlistments, arranged by Congressional districts, 
are also in the office. It is regarded as doubtful, however, 
if the names of all enlisted men are in these records. Many 
of the military rolls of towns are also here, but the records 
of service they contain are very incomplete. A series of 16 
volumes, known as special-order books, contains the orders 
issued by the adjutant-general respecting the organization 
of volunteer companies during the civil war. 

The office also has a collection of about 50,000 letters which 
it received during the civil war (from the beginning of 1861 
to the close of 1866). An index has been prepared to all 
except those received in the early months of 1861. 

The registers of New York troops in the war of the 
rebellion, now appearing in successive reports of the adju- 
tant-general, are compiled from the records now in his office. 

The muster-in and muster-out rolls of the New York 
volunteers who served in the Spanish-American war are 
preserved in complete form. . 

OFFICE OF THE A.TTORNEY-QENERAL. 

m 

The recoi*ds in the office of the attorney-general are 
voluminous, and are soon to be rearranged, reindexed, and 
made more accessible than they are at present. Not less than 
75,000 distinct files or bundles of papers, supposed to con- 
tain copies of all or nearly all papers connected with suits 
in which this department has borne a share since 1817, 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



128 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. [62] 

are here preserved. The papers relate to sequestration pro- 
ceedings, dissolution proceedings, voluntary dissolution 
proceedings, cases involving title to land, suits to enforce 
the payment of taxes against corporations, quo warranto pro- 
ceedings, etc. The documents are indexed, at least in recent 
years, by the names of defendants, hence it is impossible 
to tell when the files of the various classes of proceedings 
begin, or how voluminous they may be. A large propor- 
tion also of the papers on file are copies, the originals in 
most cases being parts of the record of the courts where the 
cases were tried. 

A series of registers has been kept in the office since 1817. 
This series, which is approximately complete, extends to 
about 30 volumes of ordinary ledger size, the larger vol- 
umes containing about 500 pages each. In the registers is 
entered a brief record of all suits to which the State has 
been a party. It would seem either that the attorneys-gen- 
eral rendered few opinions during the first half of the 
century, or else that the record of them is very incomplete, 
since 11 voluhies contain all that have been engrossed pre- 
vious to 1894. The earliest entries in volume 1 belong to 
the years between 1845 and 1850. Next appear a few opin- 
ions rendered between 1855 and 1867; then a part of the 
opinions between January, 1868, and April, 1871. Then 
comes a gap imtil January, 1878. From that date a fairly 
full entry of opinions appears. It seems evident that most 
of the opinions delivered prior to 1860 were not copied into 
these books; but possibly they may have been preserved 
among the files of the office. Since the beginning of 1889 
all the opinions of any importance have been printed in the 
annual reports of the attorneys-general. 

Infdrmation concerning the records of this office in the 
colonial period or during the early decades of the history of 
the State could not be obtaioed. 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE COURT OF APPEALS. 

In the office of the clerk of the court of appeals will be 
found a very important part of the judicial records of the 
State, all well arranged and accessible. These records fall 
into five classes: 
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(!) Wills. — Many of the wills originally in the custody of 
the State were long ago transferred to the office of the sur- 
rogate of the county of New York. An index record of 
these is contained in a ledger preserved in this office, en- 
titled "A list of wills, receipts for wills, administration 
bonds, inventories, &c., relative to the southern district of 
the State of New York, heretofore filed in the probate office 
of the said State, delivered by the judge of probates thereof 
to the surrogate of the city and county of New York in 
pursuance of an act of the legislature passed the thirtieth 
day of March, 1799."* This list gives testators' names and 
residences and the dates of wills. The southern district 
included the counties from the northern border of West- 
chester southward and eastward, and the wills here cited 
(the record filling 220 pages) originated in these counties 
between the dates 1662 and 1787. The inventories, the list 
of which fills about 24 pages, were filed between the dates 
1726 and 1786. 

Another ledger, entitled "Index to wills," contains a list, 
alphabetically arranged, of about 1,660 wills now on file in 
this office. These wills fall approximately between the 
dates 1671 and 1800, and originated in all the counties 
which up to that time had been formed within the State. 
As shown by this index, there are also in this office copies 
of certain wills recorded in books, the originals of which 
are in the older counties of the State, in other Common- 
wealths, in the archives of the British North American 
provinces, and some even in the archives of England and 
France. With a few exceptions these wills bear dates sub- 
sequent to the beginning of the American Revolution and 
prior to 1825. 

(^) Chancery proceedings. — (a) Indexes: A ledger pre- 
served here contains entries, alphabetically arranged, of 
pleadings, etc., before the chancellor, beginning in 1701 
(one or two pleadings of earlier date) and coming down to 
the close of 1799. The papers of the suits of which entry 
is made are on file in the office, and in the index the names 
of the parties to the suits are given,. and reference is made 

1 See New York Genealogical and BiograpJiical Record, 1894, p. 145, 

H. Doc. 648, pt 2 9 
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to the number of the file where the papers may be found. 
Many hundreds of cases are indexed in this volume. An- 
other ledger is entitled " Index to enrolled decrees in chan- 
cery." This is an alphabetical index of the papers in suits 
decided between 1812 and 1847, the date of the abolition of 
the court of chancery. A few files earlier than 1812 appear. 
Papers in large numbers do not appear till 1820 or later. 
So far as the lists in this index show, it would seem that 
only a small part of the papers connected with suits which 
came before the court during the first two decades of the 
nineteenth century are here. There are also various index 
books to decrees and papers of the chancery circuits which 
are filed in this oflSce. (b) The volumes known as ''Chan- 
cery registers," or "Register's minutes," contain brief 
memoranda of cases heard before the chancellor and kept 
by the register of the court. These books, which are of 
large ledger size, begin in 1784 and continue to 1847. They 
number 70 volumes in all. Here also are voluminous series 
of clerks' minutes, containing a brief record of cases heard 
before the vice-chancellors in the dijierent circuits. There 
are clerks' minutes of decrees, clerks' minutes of common 
orders, and clerks' minutes of causes. 

(3) Records of the supreme court of judicature. — ^These 
include a complete set of the minutes of the supreme court 
of the State from 1797 to 1847, in 29 large volumes. There 
is also in the same case a large collection of docket books, 
rough minutes, etc., relating to the business of that court 
between the dates mentioned. The papers connected with 
the suits of that period are also on file here. The records 
of the supreme court since 1847 are not in this office, but 
must be sought in the counties where the sessions of the 
court have been held. 

iji) Records of the court of appeals. — These fall between 
1848, when the existence of the court began, and the present 
time. The records consist of files of returns, minutes of 
causes, order books, and decision books. The returns con- 
sist of printed and certified papers used in the court or 
courts below, together with a notice of appeal to the court 
of appeals. This record is bound in volumes in chronolog- 
ical order for reference. The notices of appeal, notices for 
argument, dates when argued, by whom argued, and the 
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judgments are briefly entered in the minutes of causes. 
On judgment being rendered in any case, the remittitur is 
attached to the return originally filed and transmitted to 
the attorney for the successful party. He files the same 
in the clerk's oflSce of the proper court below, and on that 
remittitur the judgment of the court of appeals is made the 
judgment of the court below. On this judgment final 
process issues. The order books contain all interlocutory 
and final orders. The decision books contain the entries of 
the judgments. 

(5) Clerkships' certificates and Imjo students' certificates 
throughout the State are kept on file in this office. The 
former are papers filed with the clerk of the court of appeals 
by attorneys on behalf of all who are beginning the study 
of law by service as clerks in their respective offices. When 
the clerkship is completed, that fact also must be proven by 
papers filed in this office. Then the candidate has to submit 
to examination before the bar examiners, and the results are 
reported to this office, but the examination papers are 
destroyed by the bar examiners. On the record thus pre- 
sented, if successful, to which, in the case of candidates 
from Brooklyn and New York City, must be added a guar- 
anty of good character, the appellate division admits candi- 
dates as attorneys and counselors at law. The procedure in 
the case of graduates of colleges and law schools is shorter. 
The record of all admissions to the bar in the State is kept 
here in books entitled ''Official register of attorneys and 
counselors at law in the State of New York." The system 
has been in full operation since 1895. 

OTHER STATE OFFICES. 

The material contained in the other State departments is 
more recent in origin, more uniform in character, and of 
less direct historic interest than that already reviewed. It 
has been accumulated as the result of the extension of the 
activity of the State in recent years and of the correspond- 
ing development and centralization of its administrative 
machinery. The departments to whose records reference is 
given below have all come into existence within half a cen- 
tury, and as a result of the growth of social and economic 
interests which has characterized that time. The records 
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they contain have at present more direct interest for the 
economist, the sociologist, and the student of education and 
administration than for the historian. The departments 
which fall under this head, with the dates or approximate 
dates of origin, are those of the superintendent of State 
prisons (1847), the bank department (1851), the superintend- 
ent of public instruction (1854), the insurance department 
(1859), the State board of charities (1867), the superintend- 
ent of public works (1878), the State board of health (1880), 
the railroad commissioners (1882), the board of claims 
(1883), the civil service commission (1883), the bureau of 
labor statistics (1883), the department of public buildings 
(1885), the forest commission (1885), continued as the fish- 
eries, game, and forest commission (1895), the board of me- 
diation and arbitration (1887), the factory inspector (1887), 
the State commission in lunacy (1889), the commissioner of 
agriculture (1893), the State tax commissioners (1896), the 
prison commission (1896), the forest preserve board (1897), 
and the excise department (1897). Connected with the 
State government are also many other minor boards and 
bureaus, which need not be mentioned here. 

Inforniation concerning the origin, history, and work- 
ings of these modern departments is to be found, first, in 
the session laws; the successive editions of the revised stat- 
utes, edited by Clarence F. Birdseye, and the reports of the 
departments themselves. All the departments make annual 
reports, either to, the governor or to one of the houses of 
the legislature, and in recent years these have become 
exceedingly voluminous. When printed, these reports con- 
stitute, year by year, the ''senate documents" and ''assem- 
bly documents. " The reports of a few legislative committees 
appear also in the series, but they constitute only a small 
part of the material to be found there. For the year 1897, 
the senate documents fill 12 volumes, and the assembly 
documents 27 volumes. As a rule, these volumes contain at 
least 800 pages each, and occasionally one reaches the bulk 
of 1,600 pages. There is in the State library, arranged on 
cards, a subject index to the contents of these two series of 
documents since 1843. 

A study of these reports will reveal the workings of the 
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administrative machinery of the departments in considerable 
detail, and will relieve the inquirer to a large extent from 
the necessity of consulting the manuscript originals. All 
the departments are bureaus of regulation and control, 
exercising a more or less strict supervision over the locali- 
ties, local enterprises, and interests of which they have 
charge. The chief method of procedure is through period- 
ical reports by local officials and concerns, and reports by 
inspectors of the department. From the information thus 
obtained, the central board or commissioner prepares a 
report, makes suggestions as to changes in legislation, modi- 
fies the rules of the department, and brings administrative or 
judicial pressure to bear to check prevailing evils or encour- 
age improvement. The general uniformity of practice thus 
indicated will, of course, be reflected in the archives on file 
in the departments. The following statement regarding 
these departmental records is based on a study of the laws 
creating them and of the later reports, supplemented by a 
visit to each of the departments referred to. 

Tke office of the superintendent of State prisons has 
existed in its present form since 1877. It has control over 
the State prisons and over the Matteawan State Hospital for 
Insane Convicts. Printed reports relating to the prisons of 
the State since 1821 are in the office, and occasionally a 
record of some earlier year; but the series is incomplete, 
and, for the earlier years, even fragmentary. The later 
records consist mainl}^ of files of reports and other papers, 
and index cards. In 1896 provision was made for the adop- 
tion by the State of the Bertillon system of identification of 
criminals. The entries and photographs connected with this, 
and for all the inmates of the State prisons, are placed on 
cards and filed in this office. Reports are filed here of 
admissions, discharges, and deaths of all convicts in the 
State prisons, of all special punishments inflicted on them, 
of their transfers from one prison to another, of the labor 
they have performed, of the deposits of money made by 
them, and of their expenditures as permitted bylaw. Con- 
tracts for the construction and repair of buildings are 
approved in this office, and audited and paid by the comp- 
troller. Besides the records of prison administration in the 
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restricted sense of the term, there will also be found a record 
of all purchases, sales and shipments, both of raw materials 
and of the finished product, which have their origin in the 
system of convict labor. 

^ The hank department has control over banks of deposit 
and discount, savings banks, trust companies, safe deposit 
companies, building and loan associations, and foreign 
mortgage companies. Personal loan associations (i. e., 
pawnbrokers) report yearly to .this department, but the 
department can not order an examination of them. The 
earliest records in the oflSce were transferred from the 
office of the comptroller, and consist of a series of 10 ledgers 
and 23 journals, beginning in 1838, and containing entries 
relating to banks of issue. These records cease with the 
establishment of the national banks. In this office books 
are largely used, as well as files of papers, and the bulk of 
its records has grown with the increase of the lines of busi- 
ness over which it exercises supervision. It receives quar- 
terly or annual reports from all concerns subject to its 
authority, and its examiners also at intervals examine and 
report on their condition. This supplies the department 
with precise information as to the existing number of those 
institutions, and as to those which begin business or for 
any reason discontinue it during any year, as well as all 
details relating to their financial condition. This material, 
when tabulated, forms the substance of the annual reports 
of the department; the originals will be found among its 
files and in its record books. Besides this, the only records 
of the office are those which relate to the expenses attendant 
on the administration of its control, and to the funds of the 
various institutions held in trust by the superintendent to 
insure the payment by each concern of the proportion of 
the total expenses of administration assessed upon it. 

What has just been stated concerning the department of 
banks applies, with necessary modification in details, to the 
insurance department. The control of this department is 
exercised in substantially the same way as that of the bank 
department, and extends to fire, marine, life, and casualty 
companies of all varieties, located or doing business within 
the State. The reports which supply it with the detailed 
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information concerning the business and standing of these 
institutions, abstracted in the annual reports of the depart- 
ment, are filed in its oflSce or entered on its books. This 
process has been followed in increasing detail and under 
frequent modifications of the law since the origin of the 
department in 1859. Prior to that date such returns as 
were made of insurance companies, and they were meager, 
were directed to the comptroller. With the organization of 
the insurance department these records were transferred 
to the custody of the superintendent of insurance. These 
early reports were compiled by the department in the early 
60's, and are contained iq volumes known as "Barnes's 
Condensed Reports." 

In the oflBce of the superintendent of pvhlic instruction 
wiU be found — 

136 volumes commissioners' abstracts of trustees' reports. 
45 volumes apportionment of public school money. 
1 volume union free school organization papers. 
696 union free school organization papers, since 1854. 
1,200 reports of city superintendents, 1854-1900. 
500 school district contracts for education of pupils, 1895-1900. 

1 volume record of normal-school graduates. 
295 letter books, 1,000 pp. each, containing copies of letters written 

since July 1, 1895. 
244 letter files, about 1,000 letters each, containing letters received 
and answered since July 1, 1895. 

The correspondence prior to 1895 is kept, but is packed 
away, and its extent can not be stated. 

A record book, 500 pages, in which is kept a record 
of applications by districts and cities for library money, 
reports on library expenditure, and book lists submitted 
for approval, is also here. The original applications, reports, 
and lists from which the data in this book are compiled are 
kept on file for one year from date of presentation and then 
destroyed. 

A very large body of examination answer papers are also 
kept temporarily on file in the oflSce. These are preserved 
for from one to three years each. The number of them on 
file at any one time is estimated at more than 250,000. They 
consist of kindergarten and ninth grade examination papers; 
training school and training class examination papers; papers 
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from college training departments; Cornell examination 
papers; State examination, and uniform examination papers. 
Since 1894-95 the card catalogue system has been used in 
recording for permanent reference the standing of candidates 
in these examinations. Twenty-seven record books, of 200 
to 300 pages each, are also filled with entries of the results 
of examinations. Besides these are 8 volumes, 300 pages 
each, containing records of appointments of pupils to deaf 
and dumb institutions; 1 volume, 300 pages, containing rec- 
ords of appointments of blind pupils; 1 volume, 300 pages, 
containing a record of the extension of time of deaf, dumb, 
and4)lind pupils; 2 volumes containing copies of requisitions 
on boards of supervisors for clothing for deaf, dumb, and 
blind pupils; 1 volume, 500 pages, containing record of ap- 
pointments to normal schools, 1892-1900. Since April 1, 
1900, this record has been kept by the card system. Thirty 
volumes contain the record of decisions in appeal cases 
heard before the superintendent of public instruction. Of 
these, volumes 1-14 average 400 pages each, and contain the 
record of decisions from April 12, 1819, to January 1, 1855. 
Volumes 15-30 contain 800 pages each, and record the deci- 
sions from January 1, 1855, to date. The decisions since 
the beginning of 1855 number 4,875^ All the papers sub- 
mitted in connection with these cases are kept on file in the 
oflSce. The annual reports of the department for recent 
years contain summaries of appeal cases. There are also 
the records of applications for college graduates' certifi- 
cates. May 30, 1880, to date; reports of commissioners' visits 
to common schools, 15,000 annually, from 1895 to date; 2,000 
reports of attendance at and expenses of teachers' institutes, 
1880 to date. 

One copy of the successive annual reports from each of 
the principals of the normal schools in the State, from the 
superintendent of the Indian school, and from the superin- 
tendents of the institutions for the deaf and dumb, is kept 
on file. 

One hundred and thirteen commission reports of town 
truant officers are filed each year. 

The files of papers and documents in the office of the State 
board of charities contain annual reports from poorhouses 
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and almshouses since 1869;^ annual reports from orphan 
asylums, hospitals, and dispensaries since 1873;^ correspond- 
ence of the board since July, 1867; particulars in reference 
to State poor cases since 1873; register of tramps applying 
to police, 1875-76; census of insane and idiots, 1871; census 
of epileptics, 1895; reports of inspections of charitable insti- 
tutions filed by the inspectors of the board since 1896; 
monthly reports from childrens' institutions in receipt of 
public moneys (showing movement of population) since 1897; 
individual register of children admitted and discharged from 
charitable institutions in receipt of public moneys since 1895; 
original minutes of the board since 1867, all of which exist 
also in printed form; various card catalogues and indexes 
of material in the oflSce. Among the latter are an index to 
plans and specifications of buildings of public charitable 
institutions (such plans being subject to the approval of the 
board), and an index to certificates of compliance with the 
rules and regulations of the board filed by institutions in 
receipt of public moneys. The annual reports of this depart- 
ment, as is customary, have been printed. 

The State hoard of health has as one of its leading func- 
tions the collection and preservation of the vital statistics of 
the State. Excepted from its control in this matter are New 
York City, Yonkers, Albany, and Buffalo. The department 
was organized in 1880, and has no records prior to that date. 
During the laat four or five years its records have been kept 
by the card system, with a synopsis of infonnation on each 
card. About 150,000 records of births, deaths, and mar- 
riages are now received yearly, the returns being made in 
monthly reports from local boards of health. Local boards 
exist in every town, village, and city in the State, and are 
obliged by law to keep such record and make such returns, 
under regulations prescribed by the State board. There 
are about 1,400 of these local boards in the State, and with 
them the State board is in constant communication. It cor- 
responds with them in reference to sewers, water supply, 
nuisances, epidemics, the existence of contagious or infec- 

i Embodied in annual reports to the legislature for corresponding years. 
s Classification now enlarged so as to include all classes of private charities in receipt 
of public moneys. 
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tious diseases, and any condition which specially imperils 
health. The adulteration of articles of food and drink, and 
the existence of tuberculosis and glanders among animals, 
furnish especial objects for its attention. The board employs 
two consulting engineers, who report on the sanitary con- 
dition of cities and towns under its control. Reports 
respecting all matters which come under the control of the 
board, whether from its agents or from local officials, are 
filed in the office, as is the extensive cx)rrespondence of the 
board. The board is also required by law to keep a record 
of its meetings. 

The hoard of railroad cormnissioners has been in existence 
since 1882. The nature of its work is much the same as 
that of the insurance and banking departments. Its duties, 
like those of most other departments, may be found in the 
statutes, and the full results of its work are set forth in its 
annual reports. Its records consist of the minutes of the 
board, printed in its reports, and of the voluminous reports 
which are made to it annually or oftener by the railroad 
corporations chailered by the State or doing business therein. 
These records show, among other things, gross and net 
income, expenses, increase in mileage, number of passengers 
carried, car equipment, accidents, grade crossings, etc. The 
reports, with all correspondence, are kept on file, every- 
thing of value being tabulated in the annual reports. 

In the office of the court of claims will be found the prin- 
cipal records of the canal appraisers, the State board of 
audit, the board of claims and its successor of recent origin, 
the court of claims. A board of canal appraisers in some 
form existed from the origin of the canal system of the 
State to 1883. Its records consist of a series of old books, 
of varying sizes and nmnbered consecutively from 1 to 5. 
These contain records of awards of claims under the follow- 
ing dates: Book 1, December, 1818, to January, 1821, 17 
pages; book 2, July, 1820, to November, 1820 (with a few 
entries of later date), 130 pages; book 3, July, 1821, to Octo- 
ber, 1823, 39 pages; book 4, September, 1826, to February, 
1831, 323 pages; book 5, September, 1831, to October, 1835, 
83 pages. One book of award of claims on the Black River 
Canal is also here. 
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Following in historical order the above series are 122 
large ledger volumes entitled "Appraisals of New York 
canals." This series begins in 1835 and continues till the 
abolition of the board of canal appraisers in 1882. Each 
volume contains about 600 pages of records, and the series, 
taken together, includes the claims, the awards, and part of 
the testimony taken in all the cases which arose during the 
period. Original papers of the canal appraisers are also 
preserved here in 228 large files. These extend from 1826 
to 1883, and contain claims, testimony, and awards. 

In this office is also a minute book of the State board of 
audit, containing 392 pages of records extending from the 
organization of the board in July, 1876, to its dissolution in 
April, 1883. Certain other record books of this board are 
also here, viz: 1 book of decisions, February, 1880, to April, 
1883, 136 pages; 1 volume entitled ''Register of claims. No. 
2" (all its records fall within 1883); 2 calendars of the board 
of audit (of cases before the courts), beginning June, 1876, 
and closing January, 1883. About 20 files of papers of the 
board of audit, falling apparently within the later dates of 
its history, are also here. 

The records of the hoard of claims^ created in 1883, and 
of its successor, the court of claims, which began its work 
in 1897, are to be found here in full. The minutes of the 
board of claims fill one large ledger and part of another — 
about 1,000 pages in all. The court of claims is still using 
its first minute book. A series of 3 ledgers called "order 
books" contain the orders of the two boards amending 
claims, changing title to them, or dismissing them. Ten 
volumes of award books (about 600 pages each) contain the 
judgments of the board of claims (1883 to 1897). A volume 
lettered ''A" contains awards of damage for the destruction, 
by order of the State board of health, of tuberculous cattle. 
The awards here entered fall between April, 1894, and June, 
1896, and comprise 101 pages. The series of the existing 
court of claims which correspond to the award books just 
mentioned are called "judgment books." They number 2 
volumes of about 600 pages each, and a third volume now 
in use. 

Both the board of claims and the court of claims kept a 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



140 AMERICAN HISTOBICAL ASSOCIATION. [74] 

series known as "claim books." These contain brief entries 
of the presentation of claims, and of each successive step 
taken in reference to them till the final award. The first 
series of these claim books (1883-1897) comprises 6 volumes; 
the later series 3 volumes. A volume entitled "Appeals 
from canal board to canal appraisers transferred to board of 
claims," 500 pages, explains itself. The cases there entered 
appear to have been acted on within two years after the 
establishment of the board of claims. Another volume en- 
titled "Register of Appeals" contains in 57 pages entries of 
all cases in which appeals have been taken from the deci- 
sions of the board of claims and the court of claims — i. e., 
from 1883 to the present time. 

All original papers of the board of claims and of the court 
of claims are preserved here in about 300 large files. Here 
also are 200 maps relating to the canals, which have been 
submitted as evidence in connection with claims. 

The State civil service commissiooi has, in either books or 
files, records of all amendments made by the governors to 
State civil service rules, and by the commission to city 
civil service rules; all the examination papers of the com- 
mission; lists of all who have entered examinations, the 
numbers that passed and numbers that failed; records of 
all appointments under the rules, promotions, transfers, 
resignations, removals, and deaths; and all eligible lists and 
the standing of each person on the same. Lists of names 
are generally kept by the card system. The manuscripts of 
the minutes of the commission are also in the oflSce, filling 
5 volumes. All its records since its establishment at the 
beginning of 1884 have been preserved. 

The hureoM of labor statistics was established in 1883, but 
its records, except so far as they were printed, from that 
date to 1896 have. nearly all been destroyed. Since 1897 
everything of importance has been preserved. Chapter 415, 
article 2, section 32, of the laws of 1897 gives the head of the 
bureau permission to destroy papers after the lapse of two 
years, but of that permission he does not propose to avail 
himself. All records of importance in this bureau will 
hereafter be preserved. Beginning with 1897, a series of 
reports from labor organizations within the State has been 
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received, the most important features of which are the state- 
ments of the number of men out of work and of the earnings 
of workmen. Manufacturers' returns have been received 
from 1891 to 1899, and these will be continued. These 
latter came from all classes of trades and industries, not 
including commercial or transportation companies, though 
in the case of the latter returns are received from railroad - 
repair shops. In the returns the number of employees, the 
rates of wages, the hours of labor, and the aggregate annual 
wages paid are reported. These reports are kept in files, 
classified according to industries. Other similar reports 
will be preserved. From reports of this nature the tabu- 
lated material in the annual reports of the bureau is drawn, 
the usage being in general the same as in other similar 
departments. 

Few records of the department ofhuildings exist prior to 
1898. There are pay rolls since 1883, and a set of daj^books 
and ledgers from 1885. Since the beginning of 1898, in 
addition to journals and ledgers, a time book, leave-of- 
absence book, payroll book, order book, and invoice book 
are kept. The appropriation books show how all appro- 
priations for the use of the department have been expended. 
Letters and contracts are all filed, as are the civil service 
eligible lists of candidates for positions in the departments, 
and the proceedings of trustees of public buildings. Certifi- 
cates of disability entitling the injured employees to free 
care at the Albany Hospital are also made out for workmen 
who are injured while in the service of the department, and 
lists of these cases are kept. Requisitions made by the 
department, showing the cost of its maintenance, are also 
kept on file, and yearly inventories of all the » property of 
the department are also made and filed. 

The hoard of mediation and arbitration was established 
in 1886. The minutes of all its meetings from the outset 
have been preserved, and now fill nearly three volumes. 
None of these are in print. Annual reports have been made 
since 1888. The material contained in the annual reports 
is derived largely from reports obtained by the department 
concerning strikes. Of unimportant strikes no investiga- 
tion is made, the statement of the parties interested being 
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taken. Of all important strikes within the State, agents of 
the department make investigation and report. These re- 
ports are kept on file, and detailed statements from them, 
and of action which results from them, appear in the reports. 
All important correspondence is also preserved. In the 
early years of the department not so great care was taken 
to preserve letters, and perhaps the volume of other mate- 
rial preserved was not so great as now, but for the past 
seven years, at least, the records have been fully kept. 

In the same year with the establishment of the board of 
mediation and arbitration, the State factory inspector began 
his work. His right of inspection extends to bakeries and 
boilers as well as to factories. In record books in his office 
are kept entries of all orders issued by the department, the 
name of the party to whom each order was sent, the loca- 
tion of the establishment, the date on which the place was 
inspected by the deputy, the number of the inspector's 
report on the place, the inspector's name, the date on which 
notification, if any, was issued, and the special orders em- 
braced in the notification. One set of these books is kept 
for factory notices and another for bakery notices. A rec- 
ord book is also kept which contains all licenses granted 
and refused by the department, and all data and remarks 
concerning these which are necessary for a complete record. 
A record is kept of boiler inspection reports, which are 
submitted in accordance with the provisions of section 91 
of the labor law, giving names of owners, agents or lessees, 
the addresses and names of persons making the inspection, 
and other details. The number of inspections made each 
week b}'^ deputy inspectors of the department is also re- 
corded, as are the names of all inspectors, the cities or 
villages visited each day, and the number of inspections 
made in these -places. A weekly smnmary report is sub- 
mitted each Monday covering every item of work done by 
the deputy inspectors, so far as it is possible to record it. 
A map is kept of each inspector's district in New York, 
Brooklyn, and Buffalo, these maps being checked off each 
week in accordance with the information submitted in the 
weekly summaries, showing the boundaries of the blocks in 
those cities where inspections have been made during the 
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week. Long sets of letter-press copying books are kept in 
the office. These contain all factory notices and bakery 
notices issued throughout the State; all notices issued 
regarding changes which the labor law requires to be made 
in mines; communications addressed to manufacturers ask- 
ing them to furnish the department with lists of contractors 
and finishers; notices addressed to parties to whom licenses 
are refused, informing them what must be done before the 
license provided and called for in section 100 of the labor 
law can be secured. 

Files of papers are also preserved in this office which con- 
tain in original and detailed form the facts recorded in the 
books already mentioned; as schedules of inspections, records 
of prosecutions, applications for licenses, manufacturers' 
reports' on accidents, lists of contractors and finishers, dupli- 
cates of certificates issued by local boards of health to 
children between 14 and 16 years of age, etc. The corre- 
spondence of the department is all kept on file, and contains 
general letters, letters regarding notices sent by the depart- 
ment, letters to deputy inspectors, letters on the subject of 
the weekly payment law, communications about prosecutions 
by the department, complaints of all sorts, letters of inquiry 
from boards of health, and letters regarding appointments, 
removals, and resignations. In most cases these files begin 
in 1886, but some start at later dates, as 1896 and 1899. A 
card system is used for recording reports concerning acci- 
dents submitted by manufacturers in accordance with section 
87 of the labor law. 

In the office of the State commission in hinacy are the 
records of the living inmates of all institutions in 1889, the 
date of the creation of the conmiission, together with the 
records of admissions, discharges, deaths, etc., of all patients 
received into the institutions since 1889. All correspondence 
with institutions is kept in volumes, classified by institutions, 
and indexed. Estimates for supplies for institutions are 
submitted to this office and are subject to its revision, and 
purchases are checked up here. The records of all the 
financial transactions of the institutions controlled by the 
commission also come to this office, arid are here audited and 
preserved. Records of payments by relatives of expenses 
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of patients (called "reimbursing patients") who are able to 
pay are kept here. Minutes of the monthly conferences of 
hospital superintendents are filed in the office, and are also 
printed in the reports of the department. The minut'es of 
stewards' conferences are also kept, but not printed. As to 
the admission, discharge, and other customary entries, the 
office has the same record concerning the patients of all 
licensed private institutions as it has of State institutions; 
but of their financial condition it has no record. The char- 
acteristic way of keeping records in this office is to bind them 
in volumes, instead of filing them in cases, the volumes being 
indexed by cards. There are now in the office about 60,000 
cards of patients who are living. 

The present department of dgricvlture is the outgrowth of 
the dairy conmaission, established in 1884 to stop the sale of 
oleomargarine as a substitute for butter, and of adulterated 
milk. Its appropriation, at the outset, was not large, and 
its official staff consisted of the commissioner, one assistant, 
and four agents in New York city. The work increased 
year by year till 1893, when the law was revised, additional 
duties were imposed, and the name was changed to depart- 
ment of agriculture. The reports from all agents from 1884 
are filed in this office. For many years past these reports 
have been made weekly, and set forth the entire work of 
each agent or inspector. The control of the department, 
for the purpose of checking adulteration, fraud, and disease, 
and promoting purity and health, now extends to milk, but- 
ter, cheese, cheese factories, creameries, dairies, milk sta- 
tions, and stables; also to vinegar, "bob" veal, linseed oil, 
maple sirup, and paris green. Nurseries are also subject to 
inspection, for the purpose oi preventing disease among 
trees; and the gypsy moth receives a share of attention. 
Domestic animals are subject to inspection, with a view to 
the suppression of all contagious diseases, save tuberculosis 
and glanders, which are under the control of the State board 
of health. Under a provision of the State law encouraging 
the beet-sugar industry the department of agriculture pro- 
vides instruction to those undertaking to raise that product. 
Records of all transactions arising from the exercise of these 
powers, especially of all prosecutions at the instance of the 
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department and all reports and correspondence, are pre- 
served. For the administrative purposes of the department 
the State is divided into 10 divisions, and records are, to a 
large extent, arranged accordingly. Certificates of health 
are issued to nurseries which are approved by the depart- 
ment's inspectors, while brands are annually reissued to 
approved cheese factories and creameries. Of all these 
transactions records are carefully kept. Annual reports, 
on printed blanks, sent out by the department, are made to 
this office by all agricultural societies in the State. As the 
premiums given by agricultural societies are drawn, in part, 
from State funds, vouchers for all premiums paid have to be 
submitted to this department by the agricultural societies. 
These, like all its other records, are kept on file. 

In 1895 the earlier fish commission and forest commission 
were united under one designation— ^e?/'^^, jisJi^ and gams 
commission — and received some extension of powers. In 
1897 the forest preserve hoard was created, to consist of 
appointees from the forest, fish, and game commission and 
the members of the forest preserve commission. The duties 
of the latter board are to acquire land for the State in Adi- 
rondack Park, while those of the former are to protect and 
promote the increase of the forests and the preserves of fish 
and game throughout the State. These offices are closely 
connected. Both boards keep minutes, and have done so from 
their origin. They have about 125 maps showing original 
surveys of parts of the Adirondack forest; part of these are 
copies of old maps and part represent surveys made since 
the establishment of the commission.* No other records of 
value are kept in the office. 

The present hoard of state tax commissioners was created 
in 1896, and is the successor, with considerably increased 
powers, of the State assessors. The State assessors origi- 
nated in 1859, and, as has already been stated, constituted, 
with the commissioners of the land office, the board of 
equalization. The law required that all books and papers 
pertaining to their work should be deposited with the comp- 
troller. They appear to have kept no records, though 

1 Report of Forest Commission for 1898. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 10 
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printed reports exist which were issued at intervals during 
the period of their existence. Since 1896 all minutes and 
other documents of the tax commissioners are kept in their 
office. These records relate to examinations of methods of 
assessment within the State, rules and regulations issued to 
local assessors to enforce assessments, especially of personal 
property, etc. 

The j?rlson commission receives reports from State prisons, 
State reformatories, penitentiaries, and county jails. Over 
the first named it has not the particular and authoritative 
control which is possessed by the superintendent of State 
prisons. The reports from the county jails are prepared 
by the sheriffs in response to blanks sent out by the com- 
mission. The above institutions are also annually inspected 
by members of the commission. All reports of both kinds 
are filed in the office, as is the correspondence. Certain 
books of financial record also exist, containing a complete 
account of the receipts and expenditures of the commission. 
Six volumes of minutes contain the record of its principal 
doings since its origin in 1896. 

The State excise hoard was created in 1897. In its office is 
deposited a large body of excise records from New York 
City, to which reference will be found in the part of this 
report relating to that municipality, but no other records 
of local excise boards are to be found here. The files 
of this department are very voluminous, and are well kept. 
They contain, for the period since the office was created, 
complete files of daily reports and slip reports from all parts 
of the States. The slip reports are arranged by counties 
under the names of the agents who send them. They contain 
the record of all licensed places, the daily reports being the 
statements from the excise agents of their daily doings. 
Bundles of maps are here of all towns enumerated by the 
State commissioner of excise, with enumeration bonds from 
all these towns. Files of all certificates canceled since 1896 
are preserved; these are licenses surrendered for rebates, or 
for any reason which occasions voluntary action on the part 
of the grantee. Here are also files of all reports made by 
county treasurers and special commissioners. Stub books 
•for the whole State from May 1, 1896, to the present; files 
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of vouchers for all bills paid by the department; files of all 
requisitions of and receipts for supplies furnished special 
agents, deputy commissioners, and county treasurers; files 
of papers and briefs of the law business of the department; 
files of reports of county clerks, police magistrates, and jus- 
tices of the peace in excise cases; a record of all indictments 
and judgments in such cases, also of all revocations of 
licenses, all reported violations of the excise law, and all 
investigations of such charges — all these records are here 
in large amount and regular form. A card catalogue is 
kept containing a record of every licensed place in the State, 
its location, the name of the licensee, the date and number 
of the license, and the amount paid. 

Part II. — Public Records of Onondaga County. 

The county of Onondaga was created in 1794, being then 
considerably greater in area than at present. Its earlier 
officers lived in the western part of the county, and when 
that portion was set off as Cayuga County, in 1799, the early 
Onondaga records remained in place. They are now in 
the Cayuga County offices at Auburn, while the Onondaga 
records dated since 1799 are at the present county seat, 
Syracuse, where they are kept in a fireproof building erected 
by the county for their custody. The greater part of them 
are well kept and easily accessible. 

SUPERVISORS' RECORDS. 

These are in the custody of the clerk of the board and are 
kept in a separate room in the county building. The files 
of miscellaneous papers cover 1829-1900, the earlier ones 
having probably been destroyed at the time of the removal 
of the count}^ seat in 1829. No manuscript minutes of the 
board are in the office, but a file of printed proceedings 
covers the time since about 1850. One volume of board 
minutes covering 1813-1824 is in the county clerk's office. 

COUNTY CLERK'S RECORDS. 

These are in the county building. The realty records 
form a complete series, and are well kept and easily access- 
ible. The court records for the last fifty years are also 



Digitized by 



Google 



148 AMERICAN HI8T0RI0AL ASSOCIATION. [82] 

well kept, but those of earlier date are stored in the cellar 
without care or order. In one part of the cellar there is 
also a mass of miscellaneous matter heaped up in company 
with rubbish. It is largely printed matter and is believed 
to be of no value. Included in it are the books of one of 
the local banking corporations. A series of files of papers 
used in court proceedings from 1806 to 1900 fills over 1,000 
file cases, and is well kept. The clerk's records fall into 
three classes, those relating to the public courts, those 
relating to the elections and public service, and those relating 
to private property. The list of records in bound volumes 
is here given. 

1. The records of the courts include: 

Minutes of court of common pleas, 1799-1820, 1823-52. 13 vols. 

Minutes of court of general sessions, 1799-1843, 1846-96. 18 vols. 

Judgment dockets, 1799-1819, 1831-44, 1847-1900. 39 vols. 

Bail docket, 1802-04. 1 vol. 

Common rules, 1807-11, 1815-18, 1820-27, 1834^7, 1641-46. 8 vols. 

Writ returns, 1808-34, 1837-47. 7 vols. 

Court records, undesignated, 1813-16, 1822-30. 3 vols. 

Grand jury roll, 1827-32. 1 vol. 

Justices* dockets, 1829-30, 1867-84. 6 vols. 

Minutes county court, 1847-1900. 11 vols. 

County court orders in vacation, 1847-1900. 15 vols. 

Minutes of supreme court, 1847-1900. 61 vols. 

Minutes court of oyer and terminer, 1847-95. 11 vols. 

Rules and orders of supreme court, 1849-54. 1 vol. 

Supreme court orders in vacation, 1847-1900. 19 vols. 

Judgment rolls, 1848-1900. 49 vols. 

Appointments of receivers, 1862-1900. 2 vols. 

Register of civil actions, 1880-1900. 16 vols. 

2. The records of the public service include: 

Minutes of board of supervisors, 1813-24. 1 vol. 

Minutes supervisors* building committee, 1826-27. 1 vol. 

Supervisors* legislation, 1875-1900. 1 vol. 

Minutes of county excise board, 1857-69. 2 vols. 

Loan commissioners* accounts, 1847-54. 2 vols. 

Fall election canvasses, 1815-1900. 3 vols. 

Register of county officers, 1856-58. 1 vol. 

Official oaths, 1862-1900. 10 vols. 

Naturalization register, 1862-1900. 9 vols. 

Alien declarations, 1862-1900. 11 vols. 

Miscellaneous records, 1799-1900. — vote. 
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3. The records of private property include: 

Transcripts of early records, 3 782-1800. 3 vols. 

Deeds of realty, 1799-1900. 338 vols. 

Mortgages on realty, 1799-1900. 357 vols. 

Decrees in partition, 1812-1900. 1 vol. 

Collectors* bonds, 1823-1900. 5 vols. 

Lites pendens, 1824-1900. 17 vols. 

Salt-lot leases, 1848-1900. 3 vols. 

Syracuse chattel mortgages, 1849-88. 7 vols. 

Homestead exemptions, 1851-1900. 1 vol. 

Certificates of sheriffs' sales, 1855-1900. 3 vols. 

Wills, 1859-1900. 9 vols. 

Mechanics' liens, 1867-1900. — vols. 

Unpaid taxes, 1871-1900. 16 vols. 

Bonds and undertakings, 1887-1900. 4 vols. 

SURROGATE'S RECORDS. 

These are also in the county building, and are easily access- 
ible. Some of the earliest records are unbound and are 
kept in the vault. The series of records is complete. The 
office has about 1,300 file cases containing files of inventories, 
realty and tax papers, and settlements of accounts, covering 
the period from 1806 to the present. Following is the list of 
volume records: 

Wills, 1796-1900. 44 vols. 

Letters of administration, 1795-1829. 6 vols. 

Letters testamentary and administrative, 1830-52. 4 vols. 

Letters testamentary, 1852-1900. 25 vols. 

Letters of administration, 1852-1900. 29 vols. 

Administrators' bonds, 1795-1809. 3 vols. 

Appointments of guardians, 1803-1900. 32 vols. 

Bonds, 1809-1900. 19 vols. 

Miscellaneous orders, 1821-1900. 27 vols. 

Proceedings in dower, 1830-79. 1 vol. 

Distribution of moneys, 1831-41. 1 vol. 

Sales of realty, 1831-90. 6 vols. 

Appraisers' appointments, 1832-1900. 11 vols. 

Orders to publish, 1865-1900. 9 vols. 

Orders admitting probate, 1865-1900. 12 vols. 

Orders of citation, 1880-1900. 7 vols. 

Orders of letters testamentary, 1880-1900. 3 vols. 

Orders of letters administrative, 1880-1900. 7 vols. 

Orders on guardians' settlements, 1881-1900. 4 vols. 

Decrees of final settlement, 1890-1900. 11 vols. 
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TOWN RECORDS. 

Onondaga County includes nineteen towns, the oldest of 
which dates from 1794. In many cases the series of records 
have been injured by fire, but a mass of material still remains. 
The problem of the preservation of town records is a serious 
one. Only three towns have townhalls. In the others the 
older records are stored wherever and however convenience 
dictates. Town clerks have learned by experience that, as 
a rule, no demand will be made for anything except chattel 
mortgages, local election returns, and local road surveys. 
These are accordingly kept at hand and others relegated to 
storage. The unwieldy mass of stored material has been 
swelled by printed matter, mostly statute books and super- 
visors' proceeding's, until the storage of it, in some towns, 
has become a burden. Two towns have deliberately burned 
their old material, and others may be expected to follow the 
example from time to time. The historical importance of 
this town material is, perhaps, open to discussion. Local 
government has grown up here under the molding influence 
of statute law, and there has not been that play of local 
development which makes the town records of the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries so important. The local 
records would probably add little to the institutional history 
of the State. Their chief interest, for the historical worker, 
is in the light which they throw upon the economic and social 
progress of the local communities, from the frontier stage to 
the conditions of to-day. Their value to the genealogist and 
antiquarian may be passed over. It may be said that, con- 
sidering the conditions, the town clerks have been remark- 
ably faithful in their guardianship of the local archives. 
The local records would, however, profit inmieasurably by 
some sort of central supervision. The scattered condition 
of the records has made an exhaustive enumeration impos- 
sible, but the following lists, covering the accessible part of 
the local records, are nearly complete. 

Camillus. — Camillus was erected as a town in 1799. Its 
older records were lost by fire many years ago. The recent 
records are kept in a desk in the frame residence of the 
present town clerk at Camillus village. A mass of loose 
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papers and printed matter is also heaped together in the 
upper room of a brick building used by a former town 
clerk as a store. A new townhall is in process of erection. 
The accessible records are as follows: 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1889-1900. 1 vol. 
Official oaths, 1899-1900. 1 vol. 

Miscellany, 1 vol., including road surveys, 1813-97, school district rec- 
ord, 1812-68. 
Tax rolls from 1871 onward. 8 vols. 
Vital statistics, 1883-1900. 1 vol. 
Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 2 vols. 

Cicero, — Cicero was made a town in 1807. The older 
records were lost by fire in 1851. The clerk's office is in a 
frame building at Cicero settlement used as a store and 
post-office. The more recent records are in a safe, but the 
older material is guarded only by a wooden case. The 
clerk has also a quantity of printed matter and loose papers 
stored in packing boxes or heaped upon shelves close by. 
Accessible records are: 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1862-1900. 1 vol. 

Register of nominations, 1898. 1 vol. 

Naturalization register, 1896. 1 vol. 

Justices' dockets, 1862-97. 4 vols. 

Tax rolls, dates not examined. 72 vols. 

Boad surveys and district record, 1852-1900. 1 vol. 

Highway accounts, 1862-92. 1 vol. 

Schoolrdistrict records and school-money accounts, 1862-1900. 1 vol. 

School districts' local accounts, 1857-82. 1 vol. 

Vital statistics, 1886-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1852-1900. 2 vols./ 

Clay, — Clay was made a town in 1827. Its older records 
seem to be missing. The principal part of the records are 
kept in a wooden case in the rear storeroom of a frame 
building at Euclid settlement used by the town clerk as a 
store. In the cellar is a mass of mildewed papers, mostly 
printed matter, but including some local records. Access- 
ible matter is as follows: 

Miscellany, 2 vols.; contents follow, marked '*A*' and "B." 
Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1856-1900. In A. 
Town-board minutes, 1891-1900. In B. 
Justices' dockets, 1857-1900. 2 vols. 
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Town accounts, 1857-1900. 2 vols. 

Poor accounts, 1857-97. 1 vol. 

Road surveys, 1857-85. In B. 

School trustee lists and district record, 1875-99. In B. 

Vital statistics, 1848, 1882-1900. 2 vols. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 2 vols. 

Estray record, 1856-99. In A. 

Dewitt — Dewitt was erected in 1835, and its records 
are nearly complete. They are in a frame building used 
by the town clerk as store and dwelling, in East Syracuse 
village. Volume records are in a safe and files of recent 
papers in a desk. A mass of unboxed material is stored on 
the upper floor of the building. Following is the list: 

Miscellany, 1 vol.; contents follow, marked " A.*' 

Town-meeting record, 1835-98. 1 vol. 

Excise board minutes, 1835-75. In A. 

Tax roll, 1854. 

Town accounts, 1835-1900. 2 vols. 

Road surveys and orders, 1857-93. 1 vol. 

Road district record, 1835-56. Jn A. 

Vital statistics, 1885-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1850-1900. 2 vols. 

Estray record, 1835-98. 1 vol. 

^/JW^«?.— Elbridge became a town in 1829, and has suf- 
fered little loss of records. The records are kept in a brick 
building at Jordan village, used by the town clerk as a jew- 
elry store. Bound volumes and recent papers are in a safe. 
A large quantity of miscellaneous material is stored in pack- 
ing cases on an upper floor. Accessible records are: 

Miscellany, 2 vols. Contents follow, marked **A" and "B." 

Town-meeting record, 1829-53, 1854-99. In A and B. 

Town board and health board minutes, 1880-1900. In B. 

Justices' dockets, 1844-1900. 10 vols. 

Assessment roll, 1861. 1 vol. 

Petit jury lists, 1839-42. In A. 

Town accounts, 1831-67. 1 vol. 

Poor accounts, 1829-81. 1 vol. 

Road survey transcripts, 1814-29. 34 pages, loose. 

Road surveys and district record, 1829-53. In A. 

Road commissioners* orders, 1855-1900. In B. 

School money accounts and district record, 1829-77. 1 vol. 

School money accounts and district record, 1830-48. In A. 

Marriages, 1830. In A. ^ 

Chattel mortgages, 1890-1900. 1 vol. 
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Fahvua. — The town of Fabius, created in 1798, has its 
records in a frame building at Fabius village, used by the 
town clerk as a store. Some of the records were lost by 
fire in 1882. Of those now extant, the newer ones are kept 
in a safe, while the older are in a wooden desk. The clerk 
reports two packing cases of old matter^ stored on an upper 
floor of the place. The accessible matter follows: 

Miscellany; 2 vols. Contents follow, marked "A" and "B." 

Town-meeting record, 1855-57. In B. 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1883-99. 1 vol. 

Justices' dockets, 1858-94. 5 vols. 

Tax rolls, from about 1840 and later. 60 vols. 

Town accounts, 1816-30. In A. 

Town accounts, 1876-1900. 2 vols. 

Poor accounts, 1878-1900. 1 vol. 

Highway accounts, 1876-1900. 1 vol. 

Registry of soldiers, 1866. 1 vol. 

Road surveys, 1797-1890. In A and B. 

Road district record, 1816-20. In A. 

Road district record, 18 — 1881. 1 vol. 

School money account, 1857-68. 1 vol. 

Vital statistics, 1882-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1882-1900. 1 vol. 

Estray and stock-mark record, 1798-1864. 1 vol. 

Geddes, — Geddes dates from 1848. It possesses a town- 
hall in Solvay village, where its records are kept. Volume 
records are in a safe, and very recent papers in a fireproof 
vault. The clerk reports also a wooden case and a packing- 
box filled with files and printed matter. This is one of the 
towns where the problem of storage was solved about 1897 
by burning a mass of old files. Volume records include: 

Miscellany; 1 vol. Contents follow, marked "A." 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1848-1900. 1 vol. 

Tax rolls, 1848-1900. 52 vols. 

Town accounts, 1848-1900. 1 vol. 

Highway assessments, 1866-1900. 1 vol. 

Road surveys, 1848-63. In A. 

Road surveys, 1848-97. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 1 vol. 

Estray record, 1850-85. In A. 

Lafayette. — ^Lafayette was erected in 1826. Its records 
are kept at Lafayette settlement in the frame dwelling oc- 
cupied by the town clerk, the more important books and 
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papers being in a wooden " secretary" and the older matter 

stored in the garret in packing cases. Accessible matter 

follows: 

Town-meeting record and board minutes, 1826-1900. 2 vols. 

Fall election canvasses, 1826-79. 1 vol. 

Tax rolls, 1859-65, 1889-1900. 12 vols. 

Road surveys and district record, 1826-93. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 1 vol. 

Ly%andei\ — ^The town of Lysander was created by statute 
in 1794 but not organized until 1798. Its records are in 
a brick building, used as a hardware store, at Baldwinsville 
village. The more important volumes are kept in a safe 
and the less important ones on shelves in an upper room. 
Several packing boxes contain files of loose papers and 
printed matter. Accessible matter follows: 

Miscellany; 2 vols. CJontents follow, marked "A" and '*B.'* 

Town-meeting record, 1808-35. In A. 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1836-1900. 2 vols. 

Excise board minutes, 1875-92. 1 vol. 

Fall election canvasses, 1807-21. In A. 

Justices' dockets and marriage record, 1840-^2. 2 vols. 

Tax rolls, from about 1850 and later. 50 vols. 

Town accounts, 1828-75, 1885-95. 2 vols. 

Highway assessments, 1893-1900. 2 vols. 

Road surveys and district record, 1809-34. In A. 

Road surveys and road officers, 1836-93. 1 vol. 

School district record, 1834-1900. In B. 

School district local accounts, 1873-95. 1 vol. 

School money account, 1846-1900. In B. 

School officers' registry, 1892-1900. In B. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 4 vols. 

Estray record, 1821-35. In A. Also 1836-98. 1 vol. 

Mardivs, — Manlius was erected in 1794. It was one of 
the earliest settled towns in the county, and had a remarka- 
bly full series of local records until their almost total loss 
by fire about 1890. At present the records are kept in a 
small frame building at Fayetteville village used as a glove 
factory, the more important ones in a safe, and the others 
in wooden cases and desks. The list follows: 

Town-meeting record and town board minutes, 1890-1900. 1 vol. 

Health board minutes, 1882-1900. 1 vol. 

Poll list, 1891. 

Justices' dockets, 1835-90. 6 vols. 
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Tax rolls, from about 1850 and later. About 40 vols. 

Registry of dogs, 1890-1900. 1 vol. 

Town accounts, 1860-87. 1 vol. 

Highway accounts, 1873-98. 1 vol. 

Registry of soldiers, 1866. 1 vol. 

Minutes of monument committee, 1868. 1 vol. 

Road surveys, 1794-1837. 1 vol. 

School money account, 1857-62. 1 vol. 

School district record, 1837-97. 1 vol. 

Vital statistics, 1887-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 2 vols. 

Marcdlus. — Marcellus was created a town in 1794. Its 
earlier records were lost by fire about 1830. The present 
records are at Marcellus village, in a frame building used as 
barber shop and dwelling. Volume records are in a safe 
and recent files in a wooden case, both of which repositories 
are in the shop. Miscellaneous matter in packing cases is 
stored in a shed at the rear, along with household rubbish. 
Accessible records are: 

Town-meeting record, 1830-90. 1 vol. 

Justices' dockets, 1895-1900. 1 vol. 

Town accounts, 1831-1900. 1 vol. 

Road records. 1 vol. (loaned). 

School-money accounts and district record, 1830-60. 1 vol. 

Vital statistics, 1885-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1859-1900. 1 vol. 

Estray and stock-mark record, 1830-99. 1 vol. 

Onondaga, — Onondaga was created a town in 1798. The 
town clerk's office is at Onondaga Valley settlement, in a 
frame building used as a store. Recent papers and volume 
records are kept in a safe. The clerk reports two trunks on 
an upper floor filled with miscellany. The list includes: 
Town-meeting record, 1798-1900. 4 vols. 
Health- board minutes, 1886-1900. 1 vol. 
Register of nominations, 1898-1900. 1 vol. 
Collectors' bonds, 1888-1900. 1 vol. 
Town accounts, 1835-87. 1 vol. 
Poor accounts, 1888-1900. 1 vol. 
Highway accounts, 1888-1900. 1 vol. 
Road surveys, 1798-1900. 3 vols. 
Road district record, 1817-47. 1 vol. 
School-money account, 1818-90. 1 vol. 
School-district record, 1798-1880, 1887-1900. 3 vols. 
Chattel mortgages, 1848-1900. 1 vol. 
Estray record, 1887-1900. 1 vol. 
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Otlsco. — Otisco was made a town in 1806. Its records 
are kept at Otis^o Center settlement, in the frame dwelling 
of the town clerk, and are given commendable care. Recent 
records are kept in a desk. The older records and printed 
matter fill a wooden case and a packing box in ah upper room. 
The list is as follows: 

Miscellany, 1 vol.; contents follow, marked "A," "B," and "C.*' 

Town-meeting record, 1806-93. In A, B, C. 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1894-1900. 1 vol. 

Health-board minutes, 1886-1900. 1 vol. 

Excise-board minutes, 1830-74. 1 vol. 

Fall election canvasses, 1806-93. In A, B, C. 

Register of nominations, 1891-1900. 1 vol. 

Tax rolls, about 1840 and later. 54 vols. 

Assessment books, 1842 and later. 13 vols. 

Registry of soldiers, 1866. 1 vol. 

Road surveys and district record, 1806-93. In A, B, C. 

School-money accounts, 1848-76. 2 vols. 

School-district record, 1806-93. In A, B, C. 

Vital statistics, 1884-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1893-1900. 1 vol. 

Estray and stock-mark record, 1806-93. In A, B, C. 

Pmnpey, — The town of Pompey was erected in 1794. Its 
records are almost complete, and seem to be the object of 
some measure of local pride. The accessible matter is kept 
in excellent condition. The records are in a frame building 
at Pompey settlement used as a store by the town clerk. 
The recent records are in a safe and the older ones in a 
wooden desk. The town clerk reports also a mass of files 
and printed matter, filling five packing boxes, in a side room. 
The accessible material follows: 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1^94-1900. 2 vols. 

Excise-board minutes, 1870-95. 1 vol. 

Fall election canvasses, 1799-1899. 4 vols. 

Justices' dockets, 1854-85. 4 vols. 

Tax rolls and assessment books, 1852 and later. 46 vols. 

Road surveys and district re«ord, 1794-1898. 1 vol. 

School-money accounts and district record, 1813-98. 1 vol. 

School collectors' bonds, 1887-99. 1 vol. 

Vital statistics, 1847^9, 1887-1900. 2 vols. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 1 vol. 

Estray and stock-mark record, 1794-1899. 1 vol. 
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Salina. — Salina became a town in 1809, and has its records 
apparently complete. The town hall is a frame building at 
Liverpool village, and here are stored a great quantity of 
the older records. The recent records are in a safe at the 
store of the town clerk. The principal records are as 
follows: 

Miscellany, 3 vols.; contents follow, marked **A,** **B,'' and "C.** 

Town-meeting record, 1809-92. In A and B. 

Town-meeting record and town-board minutes, 1892-1900. 1 vol. 

Health-board minutes, 1882-1900. 1 vol. 

Fall election canvasses, 1809-34. In A and B. 

Naturalization register, 1895-1900. 1 vol. 

Justices' dockets, 1829-51. 10 vols. 

Tax rolls, about 1840 and later. 46 vols. 

Town accounts, 1848-94. 1 vol. 

Poor accounts, 1829-30. 1 vol. 

Road surveys, 1809-31, in A. Also 1830-76. 1 vol. 

Road district record, 1843-88. In C. 

School-money accounts, 1844-56. 1 vol. 

School-district record, 1880-88. In C. 

Raster of school officers, 1890-95. In C. 

Salt CJompany reports, 1854-58. 1 vol. 

Census returns, 1845. 1 vol. 

Vital statistics, 1883-1900. 4 vols. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 2 vols. 

Estray record, 1830-88. 1 vol. 

Skaneateles, — Skaneateles was erected in 1830. Its rec- 
ords seem to be incomplete. They are at present in a frame 
building in Skaneateles village used by the town clerk as a 
coal and feed office. The principal records are in a safe, 
but a quantity of filed papers fills a wooden case, and on the 
upper floor is heaped a quantity of material, largely printed 
matter. The volumes include — 

Miscellany, 1 vol. Contents follow, marked '*A." 

Town meeting record and town board minutes, 1836-1900. 2 vols. 

Excise board minutes, 1836-56. 1 vol. 

Register of nominations, 1898-1900. In A. 

Justices* dockets, 1862-99. 7 vols. 

Tax rolls, about 1870 and later. 20 vols. 

Assessment rolj, 1852. 1 vol. 

Town accounts, 1830-1900. 2 vols. 

Poor accounts,' 1873-88. 2 vols. 
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Road commissioners* orders, 1836-1900. 3 vols. 

School money accounts and district record, 1863-88. 1 vol. 

Chattel mort^jages, 1881-1900. 1 vol. 

Estray record, 1835-70. In A. 

Spafford. — Spafford was made a town in 1811 , and its first 
town book bears the autograph of Horatio Gates Spafford, 
in whose honor it was named, and whose response to the 
compliment was the gift of the book. The town clerk's 
oflSce is at Borodino settlement, in a frame building used as 
a store. The records are kept in a wooden case, and are in 
excellent condition. The list follows: 

Miscellany, 2 vols. Contents follow, marked *'A" and *'B." 

Town meeting record, 1812-86. In A and B. 

Town meeting record and town board minutes, 1887-1900. 1 vol. 

Fall election canvasses, 1812-27 and later. In A and B. 

Justices' dockets, 1854-56, 1865-66. 2 vols. 

Tax rolls, 1860 and later. 25 vols. 

Town accounts, 1888-1900. 1 vol. 

Town trustees' accounts, 1835-37 and later. In A and B 

Poor accounts, 1823-37 and later. In A and B. 

Poor accounts, 1823-64. 1 vol. 

Road surveys, 1806-86. In A and B. 

Road district record, 1824-86. In A and B. 

School money accounts, 1826-64 and later. In A and B. 

School money accounts, 1864-79. 1 vol. 

School district record, 1813-35 and later. In A and B. 

Vital statistics, 1847-49, 1861, 1869, 1887-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 1 vol. 

Estray and stock-mark record, 1812-86. In A and B. 

TuUAf, — ^TuUy was made a town in 1803. Its town records 
are at TuUy village. Volume records are kept in a safe, 
and recent records in a desk in a frame building, used as 
furniture store and law office. The town clerk reports a 
packing box of old material at his dwelling. The volume 
records are — 

Miscellany, 3 vols. Contents follow, marked "A," "B," and **C. 

Town meeting record and town board minutes, 1847-98. In A. 

Town board minutes, 1899-1900. In B. 

Tax rolls, 1895 and later. 13 vols. 

Town accounts, 1847-99. In A. 

Poor accounts, 1805-57. 1 vol. 

Road district record, 1833-1900. In A. 

Road surveys, 1855-66. In C. 

Road records and orders, 1883-1900. 1 vol. 
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School district record, 1831-98. 1 vol. 
Vital statistics, 1847-48. In C. Also 1882-96. 1 vol. 
Chattel mortgages, 1849-96. 1 vol. Also 1896-1900. In B. 
Estray record, 1848-66. In A. 

Van Burm, — Van Buren was erected in 1829. Part of its 
records were lost by fire in 1861, and a mass of material was 
intentionally burned in 1894. The extant records are at 
Baldwinsville village, in a frame building used as a barber 
shop. Volumes are kept in a safe, and a mass of tax rolls 
and poll lists is stored in packing boxes in a rear room. 
Accessible records are — 

Town meeting record, 1829-1900. 1 vol. 

Town board minutes, 1889-1900. 1 vol. 

Health board minutes, 1882-1900. 1 vol. 

Excise board minutes, 1870-96. 1 vol. 

Poll lists, 1893-1900. 1 vol. 

Poor accounts, 1896-1900. 1 vol. 

Road district and school district record, 1829-1900. 1 vol. 

School district officers, 1894-1900. 1 vol. 

Chattel mortgages, 1849-1900. 3 vols. 

RECORDS OF THE CITY OF SYRACUSE. 

The city of Syracuse was incorporated in 1848, and now 
includes the former villages of Salina (1824r-1848), Syracuse 
(1825-1848), Geddes (1832-1886), Danforth (1875-1887), and 
Elmwood (1891-1899). The greater part of the city records 
are in the city hall, a building almost fireproof in construc- 
tion. Some of the departments have records stored in other 
buildings used by the city. 

The city clerk's records include the records of the common 
council and former village trustees; besides the minutes of 
the city health board. The greater part of these are in the 
vault in the clerk's office. A small portion are stored 
among a mass of other department records in the cellar of 
the city hall. The accessible records include — 

Salina trustees' minutes, 1824-48. 2 vols. 

Syracuse trustees' minutes, 1825-48. 3 vols. 

Geddes trustees' minutes, 1866-81, 1886-87. 2 vols. 

Danforth trustees' minutes, 1875-87. 3 vols. 

Elmwood trustees' minutes, 1891-99. 2 vols. 

Health board minutes, 1882-1900. 3 vols. 

Common council minutes, 1848-83. 31 vols. 

Common council proceedings, printed, 1884-99. 16 vols. 
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The office of the assessors has as records the assessment 
rolls of the city taxes. Those for the past two years are 
usually kept in the office. The older assessment books, 
amounting to several hundred volumes, are heaped together 
in the cellar of the city hall. 

The school board has a mass of records, including both the 
proceedings of the school board from 1848 to 1900 and the 
records of the school administration during that period. 
These records are mostly stored in the cellar of the high 
school, that building having been formerly the headquarters 
of the department. Very recent records are kept in the 
city hall. 

The commissioner of public safety, whose functions super- 
seded in 1899 those of the former police board and fire 
board, has the custody of the records of those bodies. The 
police board existed from 1869 to 1899, and the fire board 
from 1877 to 1899. With the exception of one volume, 
these records are stored in a brick building occupied by the 
street department. The fire-board minutes for 1896-^1899 
are in the commissioner's office. 

The water board has an office in a brick residence block. 
Its minutes, in 3 volumes, covering 1889-1899, are in its 
vault. 

The city engineer's office has maps and survey records 
which date, with some few exceptions, from 1890 and later. 
Previous to 1890 the city engineer's records were not con- 
sidered public property. 

The excise board existed from 1873 to 1896, being super- 
seded in the latter year by the new State excise department. 
The records of the board are reported by the former clerk 
to have been turned over to the excise department of the 
State. 

The health board has minutes, in the care of the city 
clerk, covering 1882-1900. The registrar of vital statistics 
has in his office 14 volumes, covering the period 1873-1900. 
In connection with the health office is also the plumbers' 
examining board, whose records cover 1892-1900. 

The fire marshal's office has a record of building permits, 
in 2 volumes, covering 1891-1900. 
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The clerk of the police court has 85 volumes of court 
records and a mass of filed warrants, covering 1868-1900. 

The clerk of the municipal court has several volumes of 
records of court action during 1892-1900. 

The civil-service board has minutes covering the years 
1885-1900. 

VILLAGE RECORDS. 

Onondaga County has fourteen villages. The incorpora- 
tion of Brewerton was declared void by the court in 1883. 
Village records are usually small in extent, including little 
beyond the minutes of the village boards of trustees. Vil- 
lage corporations usually own a building whose lower part 
contains fire-department property and whose upper part is 
used for trustees' meetings. The records are kept, as a rule, 
in these buildings. 

BaMwinsviUe. — Baldwinsville, incorporated in 1848, has 
a brick village hall, where the records are kept in a safe. 
There is practically nothing except 3 volumes of trustees' 
minutes, 1848-1900. 

Brewerton. — Brewerton was incorporated in 1872, but 
declared void as a corpoi-ation by the courts in 1883. An 
effort to trace the fate of its trustees' minutes has failed. 

Camillus, — Camillus was incorporated in 1852. Its clerk 
keeps the records in a desk at his dwelling. They include 
2 volumes of trustees' minutes, 1852-1900, and 1 volume of 
vital statistics, 1891-1900. 

East Syracuse. — East Syracuse was incorporated in 1881. 
Its records are in a safe at the village engine house. They 
include 3 volumes of trustees' minutes, 1881-1900, and 1 
volume of the village census of 1898. 

Eastwood. — Eastwood village, created in 1895, has its 
records in the dwelling of the village clerk. They include 
1 volume of trustees' minutes, 1895-1900, and 1 volume of 
vital statistics, 1895-1900. 

Elhridge. — Elbridge was incorporated in 1835, but its 
records previous to 1875 are missing, having probably been 
destroyed by fire. The present records, kept in a desk in 
a brick business block, consist of 2 volumes of trustees' min- 
utes, 1875-1900. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 11 
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FaMus. — ^Fabius, incorporated in 1880, has its records 
usually in a desk in the frame engine house. Recent records 
are, however, kept by the clerk at his store. The list in- 
cludes 1 volume of trustees' minutes, 1880-1900; 2 volumes 
of assessment lists, 1880-1900, and 1 volume of the village 
census of 1898. 

Fayetteville. — Fayetteville was incorporated in 1844. Its 
older records were destroy ed by fire in 1894, and those exist- 
ing are kept in a desk in the frame engine house. There is 
1 volume of trustees' minutes, covering 1894-1900. 

Jordan. — Jordan was incorporated in 1835, and lost part of 
its records by fire about 1876. Its records are now kept in 
a frame building used as a lock-up. They include 3 volumes 
of trustees' minutes, 1845-1858, 1881-1900; 24 volumes of as- 
sessment and tax lists, 1888-1900, and 1 volume of the village 
census of 1898. 

Liverpool, — Liverpool was incorporated in 1830, and has 
its records in a brick engine house. There are 5 volumes of 
trustees' minutes, 1830-1870, 1885-1900; 1 volume of village 
health-board minutes, 1892-1900, and 8 volumes of assess- 
ment and tax lists, 1893-1900. 

Manlivs, — Manlius was incorporated in 1842. Its older 
records are kept in a desk in the f mme building used as vil- 
lage lock-up, while its recent records are kept at the dwell- 
ing of the clerk. The records include 4 volumes of trustees' 
minutes, 1842-1900; 3 volumes of treasurers' accounts, 1842- 
1900, and about 25 volumes of assessment and tax lists 
covering loosely the same period. 

Marcellus, — Marcellus dates from 1853. Its older records 
are kept in a safe in the brick engine house and its recent 
records in a safe in the law office of the clerk. The list in- 
cludes 2 volumes of trustees' minutes, 1858-1900; 1 volume 
of the village census of 1898, and 6 volumes of tax lists, 
1894-1900. 

Skaneateles. — Skaneateles was incorporated in 1833. Its 
records are kept in a brick engine house, the more important 
ones being in a safe and the less important ones on the 
shelves of a small closet. The list includes 2 volumes of 
trustees' minutes, 1876-1900; 1 volume of street surveys and 
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assessments, 1833-1871; 1 volume of village accounts, 1857- 
1861, and 13 volumes of assessment and tax lists dating from 
1850 and later. 

Solvay, — Solvay, incorporated in 1894, has its records in 
the fireproof vault of the Geddes town hall. They include 
3 volumes of trustees' minutes, 1894-1900. 

Tully, — Tully became incorporated in 1876. Its records 
are in the frame building used by the village clerk for a law 
office. They include 2 volumes of trustees' minutes, 187&- 
1900, and 23 volumes of assessment and tax lists, 1876-1900. 

Part III. — ^The Public Archives of the City of New 
York, and of other jurisdictions lying wholly or 
partly within the same. 

The information contained in the following section of this 
report represents the fruit of visits (in the case of the larger 
offices many times repeated) to all departmental offices of 
the former municipalities of New York, Brooklyn, and Long 
Island City, and to the offices of New York, Kings, Queens, 
Westchester, and Richmond counties; and of continuous 
efforts, extending over a period of more than four months, 
to discover the records of the large number of towns and 
villages which have been annexed to the present city of New 
York at the different stages of its growth.^ While it is true 
that municipal expansion and consolidation have resulted in 
the removal of many records from their original offices, in 
the destruction or loss of some, and in much present con- 
fusion, the preparation of this report, but for that process, 
would have been even more difficult than it has been, for 
the reason that consolidation has brought the records of 
several of the former towns and villages into central offices, 
where the examination of them is made relatively much 
easier. All the important records of Long Island City, for 
example, have now been brought together in a single office. 

iln nearly every instance the work of investigation has been facilitated by the 
courtesy of officials, and the compiler wishes to express his obligation to them, and 
particularly to the officials in the office of the department of finance, for the gener- 
osity with which they have placed their time and the treasures of their offices at his 
disposal. Particular acknowledgment should also be made of the assistance of Mr. 
David McQueen, of the office of commissioner of records of Kings County, who pre- 
pared a part of the report on the records of that county. 
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The process, to be sure, has resulted for the moment in 
something of chaos, but if it shall result in bringing the 
records of extinct jurisdictions and the older records of the 
city departments into one repository and placing them 
under competent management, a decided advance will have 
been made. 

The magnitude of the task and the limited time available 
must be the excuse for the imperfections of this report. 
The mass of the material to be examined was soon found to 
be too great to admit of the fuller description of the records 
which at first was intended. The records in the office of 
the comptroller, for example, might profitably have claimed 
all of the time which has been spent upon those of the city 
as a whole. It was not possible, in all cases, to obtain 
access even to the minute books of a department, and 
reliance had, therefore, to be placed on brief memoranda 
prepared in the office itself. The mass of filed papers, also, 
was, as a rule, found to be so great as to preclude detailed 
examination. The present report, therefore, aiming to give 
a brief running description of the records, indicative, as far 
as possible, of their general character, rather than a series 
of detailed lists, is not to be regarded as exhaustive or final, 
though every effort has been made to make its statements 
accurate so far as they go. 

The history of the city as an institution of government is 
to be found in the records here passed in review. In them 
may be traced the administrative methods in vogue when 
the city was small and had a simple organization. Then it 
appropriated, collected, and expended its revenue, main- 
tained its watch, its system of streets and ferries, supplied 
itself with water and protected itself against fires by means 
of a legislative assembly, a few officials, and committees. 
About the middle of the nineteenth century, owing to the 
increase of population and the growth in the magnitude of 
interests involved, the multiplication of city departments 
began. That process has continued till the present, result- 
ing in a vast bureaucratic organization, controlling interests 
and expending a revenue which would have seemed fabulous 
to any resident of the city two generations ago. The his- 
tory of any municipality, as such, consists of the record of its 
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development as an administrative organization, of the ways 
and means it has adopted to supply its needs as a munic- 
ipality. These are its need for streets, water, police, pre- 
vention of fires, schools, parks, preservation of the public 
health, and the like. It is to secure these needs that munic- 
ipalities are created, and the activities aroused in securing 
them — in rendering these services — constitute the life of 
municipalities as such. The study of the character and com- 
position of the city's population should accompany that of 
its administrative organization, so that the social side of its 
development may be thrown into proper relief. 

A comparison of the ideal just outlined with any of the 
so-called histories of New York City will show how little right 
they have to the titles they bear. They are in no proper 
sense histories of the city, but rather collections, not seldom 
ill-assorted, of miscellaneous facts, the most important and 
best digested of which belong to the history of the province 
or the Commonwealth rather than to that of the munic- 
ipality. The notion of what a municipal history should be 
seems to have been but feebly grasped by the writers of 
these books. They have passed by the genuine records of 
the city's life in order to make room for entertaining gossip 
and descriptions of public pageants; and while the publica- 
tion of such works steadily continues we still know little 
about the real history of the municipality. Yet it is obvious 
that any attempt to work through the history of the city as a 
whole, or of almost any department of it as contained in its 
documents, would be a task of great difficulty, because of 
the practical inaccessibility of the material. The records' 
are the property of the people, and as such are legally and 
theoretically accessible to all; but the large number of offices 
among which they are scattered, the scanty accommodations 
provided for them, the lack of facilities for students, to- 
gether with the positive neglect and even loss of the records 
themselves, make them for most practical purposes unavail- 
able. The trouble, of course, is not so much with the offi- 
cial custodians as with the system under which they work 
and the wholly insufficient provision made by the law for 
the care of this claims of material. With the enormous mass 
of papers now accumulated under the jurisdiction of the city 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



166 AMEBIOAN HISTOBIOAL ASSOCIATION. [100] 

of New York, it is evident that nothing short of a radical 
change in the method of dealing with them will be sufficient 
to render them practically available for the purposes of his- 
torical or legal inquiry. 

RECORDS OF THE FORMER CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Attention must first be briefly called to those records 
which have survived from the Dutch period of its history. 
These are preserved in the office of the city clerk in the city 
hall. They consist of: 

I. Six manuscript volumes in folio, containing the ''Min- 
utes of the burgomasters and schepens of New Amsterdam 
from 1653 to 1674," with a few entries preceding the earlier 
date. They were written wholly in Dutch till 1665; then 
they became the minutes of the mayor's court, Thomas 
Willett, ma3'^or, and were written partly in English. Dur- 
ing the months of Dutch reoccupation, 1673-74, they were 
once more written wholly in Dutch. In the main these rec- 
ords are well preserved. Some of the leaves in certain of 
the volumes are injured at the corners and edges, and words 
and clauses are missing; but leaves thus imperfect are com- 
paratively few. Volume 1 begins with a series of ordinances 
of the director-general and council of New Netherland, 
occupying about 73 pages. Mr. O'Callaghan's translations 
of these was printed in 1868, under the title of ''Laws and 
Ordinances of New Netherland. " A translation of them also 
appears in " Records of New Amsterdam," volume 1. At the 
close of the ordinances begin the minutes of the burgo- 
masters and schepens, the first entry being on February 6, 
1653. These continue through the succeeding volumes to 
the close of the period. In volume 3 appear some adminis- 
trative minutes or resolutions of the burgomasters alone, 
which fall between the dates of March, 1657, and January, 
1661. The pages are, as a rule, written on both sides, the 
volumes containing between 300 and 400 pages each. These 
records have been translated into English. The ordinances 
and minutes to September, 1654, were first translated by 
Mr. Westbrook, but the work was poorly done. In 1848, 
by resolution of the common council. Dr. O'Callaghan was 
employed to translate the remaining five volumes. This he 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



[101] REPORT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 167 

did, and the translations are preserved with the original 
Dutch records. He also added some material from council 
records at Albany to illustrate how, in 1673, the English 
municipal system was abolished and the Dutch system 
restored. In 1897, under the title of "Records of New 
Amsterdam" (7 volumes) the minutes of the burgomasters 
and schepens and the administrative minutes were printed. 
For this edition Mr. Berthold Fernow prepared a. new ti-ans- 
lation of the first manuscript volume, and revised O'Cal- 
laghan's translation of the rest. 

II. Notarial records. Of these there are 10 volumes in 
the original, all except two being thin folios of 75 to 100 
pages each. The other two are considerably larger. These 
records are not so well preserved as the minutes. The vol- 
umes, as they are now bound, bear the following binders' 
titles: 

No. 1, Burgomasters and schepens, 1653-1675. 

This volume is now kept with the court records, but is properly the first 
of the notarial series. 

No. 2, Burgomasters and schepens, 1654-1660. 
No. 3, Burgomasters and schepens, 1658-1660. 
No. 4, Burgomasters and schepens, 1661-1663. 
No. 5, Burgomasters and schepens, 1663-1665. 
No. 6, Burgomasters and schepens, 1662-1664. 
No. 8, Burgomasters and schepens, 1657-1661. 

The largest volume in the series has the binder's title: 
''Original records of burgomasters, and orphan masters, 
surrogates." A thin folio contains a "Record of deeds, 
bonds, etc., of New Orange, 1671-1674." 

Eight volumes of translations of the above records by 
O'Callaghan are also here. The titles of these are: 

Vol. 1, Mortgages of lots and pieces of land in the city of New Amster- 
dam, 1654-1660. 

This purports to be a translation of No. 2 of the foregoing list. 

Vol. 2, Deeds and conveyances of real estate in the city of New Amster- 
dam, 1659-1665. 380 pp. 
Vol. 3, same title as vol. 2, for the years 1654-1658. 311 pp. 

In volumes 2 and 3 are translated the contents of No. 3 of the original 
Dutch series, and parts of Nos. 5 and 6. 

Vol. 4, Register of Salomon Lachaire (La Chair), notary public of New 
Amsterdam, 1662-1664. 432 pp. 

This contains a translation of volumes 4 and 8 of the original Dutch 
series, and also of a part of the records of the orphans' court. 
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Vol. 5, Register of Waleyn van der Veen, notary public of New Amster- 
dam, 1662-1664. 115 pp. 

The original of this is In No. 6 of the Dutch series. 

Vol. 6, Deeds and mortgages of lots and tracts of land in the city of New 
York and New Orange, 1664-1675. 233 pp. 

This contains a translation of "Deeds and bonds of New Orange, 1671- 
1674," and of part of No. 5 of the original series." 

Vol. 7, Powers of 'attorney, acknowledgments, indentures of appren- 
ticeship, inventories, deeds, etc., 1651-1656. 185 pp. 

This is a translation of No. 1 of the original series, marked " Burgomas- 
ters and schepens, 166S-1675." 

Vol. 8, Minutes of the orphans* court of New Amsterdam from its erec- 
tion in 1665 to 1668. 399 pp. 

This is a translation of the larger part of the contents of the volume in 
Dutch, entitled " Records of burgomasters and orphan masters." 

The Holland Society of New York has printed in its year- 
book for 1900 71 folio pages of extracts in calendar form, 
from the original records of burgomasters, orphan masters, 
and surrogates, and from the registers of Salomon La Chair 
and Waleyn van der Veen. In its yearbook for 1901 the 
society hopes to publish an alphabetical index of all grantors 
and grantees, mortgagors and mortgagees, whose names 
appear in these records. 

Coming now to the records of the city subsequent to the 
English conquest: 

The originals of the Dongan/ and Montgomerie charters 
have been deposited by the controller in the New York pub- 
lic library, and are now carefully preserved in the Lenox 
branch of that institution. 

The most important single body of unprinted records 
relating to the history of New York as an English city, is 
the minutes of the common council, which are preserved in 
large ledgers in the office of the city clerk at the city hall. 
Of these there are 19 volumes, covering the period between 
October 17, 1675, at about which time English rule was 
finally established after the Dutch reoccupation, to May, 
1831, when the printed minutes begin. No records appear 
for the period of occupation by the British during the Revo- 
lutionary war, when military government existed. The 

iSeeHist. Mag., VI, 375. 
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entries in volume 7 close with June 24, 1776, and those in 
volume 8 begin with February 10, 1784. The volumes on 
the average contain 500 pages each; volume 8, 606 pages. 
Those succeeding 1787 are smaller in size than the earlier 
volumes, but contain as many, or more, pages each. The 
journals were well kept throughout, the entries being clearly 
written and in the main very full. Each volume also is 
elaborately indexed. In this series will be found the essen- 
tial facts connected with the administrative development of 
the city during the period which it covers. Volume 1 begins 
with the appointment and commission of the mayor, alder- 
men, and sheriflF by Governor Andros. It contains also the 
oath of allegiance which was imposed upon the Dutch, and 
the orders for taking it in the city. In it will be found 
petitions and other material relating to the Dongan Charter, 
royal proclamations prohibiting trade with the East Indies 
and with coasts controlled by the African company, and pro- 
ceedings during the period of the Leisler government. In 
the volumes generally appear the orders dividing the city 
into wards, for the choice of such city oflBcers as were elect- 
ive, for the opening, cleaning, and maintaining of order on 
the streets, for the regulation of the city watch, for the estab- 
lishment of markets, fixing places for slaughterhouses, reg- 
ulation of prices and of the various trades carried on in the 
city, care of the public lands, wells and pumps, water lots, 
ferries, dockage, anchorage, etc.; building and repair of 
bridges, of the city hall and other structures, retailing of 
liquor, protection against fires, levy of local rates, and the 
entire management of the city's finances; schools, the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath, and the maintenance of order and 
morality within the city. The way in which the mayor, 
aldermen, and conunon council transacted their business, 
the use they made of committees, the extent to which 
authority centered in them, may be traced in these vol- 
umes. Some light also will be thrown by their contents on 
the oflBce of recorder and on the judicial business of the 
city. 

That at an early date provision should be made by the city 
for the careful editing and printing of this series of manu- 
script journals, goes almost without saying. A record so 
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important as this is should be made as accessible as possible 
to all who are interested in the history of the city. 

The manuscript minutes of both aldermen and common 
council since 1831, all indexed, are deposited in the base- 
ment of the city hall, under the cit}^ library. A complete 
set of these minutes in printed form, with accompanying 
documents, is in the City Library. 

In the office of the city clerk is also preserved a manu- 
script volume, entitled ''Register of freemen of the city of 
New York." This contains a list of the names of all who 
were admitted as freemen of the city from September 29, 
1683, to June 13, 1775, inclusive. The list is in the main 
chronological, being arranged by mayoralties. Its contents, 
together with additions for the Dutch period and for years 
subsequent to 1775, have been published by the New York 
Historical Society in volume 18 of its " Fund series." 

In the vaults of the city hall, under the immediate charge 
of a subordinate of the city clerk, will be found the remain- 
der of the records, containing the central thread of the 
city's history. These consist of record books and of files 
and bundles of papers. The record books were found by 
the writer indiscriminately heaped together in a large pile 
on the floor and covered with dust. Of the character of the 
books there accumulated he found no one who had the 
slightest knowledge. After examining the whole collection 
in some detail, he found its most valuable contents to be the 
following: 

1. Minute books and correspondence of committees of the aldermen, the 

common council, or of joint committees of aldermen and council, 
kept during the first half of the nineteenth century. These are 
thin folios, and contain apparently so much as has been preserved 
of the records of the committees which performed special func- 
tions in city administration, and were thus the predecessors of the 
later city departments. The records are fragmentary, but valuable 
in spite of that. Among them are the minutes of the market 
committee, covering nearly the entire period from January, 1828, 
to May, 1844, in 16 thin folios. 

2. The minutes of the committee on fire and water for a part of 1832, 

and from June, 1834, to March, 1838, in 5 thin folios; also the 
correspondence of the committee on fire and w^ater from May, 
1831, to May, 1833, in 2 folios. This body is referred to as a joint 
committee. 
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3. A large ledger containing an account of the proceedings of the health 

committee of the city during the prevalence of a malignant fever 
in 1798, with an account of donations then received from inhabit- 
ants of the city and State; to which is added a list of the names 
of the citizens who died of the fever in the city and its vicinity, 
with meteorological observations made during the same period. 
In the same book also are minutes of the health committee from 
June 7 to October 22, 1803.. Another book contains a record 
of donations received by the executive committee of the board of 
health during the latter part of July, 1832. Still another contains 
minutes of the sanitary committee of the board of health, Sep- 
tember, 1848-nJanuary, 1849, about 55 pages. 

4. Minutes of the committee of both boards on police, watch, and pris- 

ons, while acting in relation to the watch, August 10, 1842, to 
March 10, 1843. About 50 pages. This contains an enrollment 
of the city watch. 

5. Record of the ordinance creating the almshouse department, regulating 

the house of industry, and continuing the prison departments, 
undated. Twelve pages. 

6. Minutes of the committee on lamps and gas, June 13, 1837, to May 2, 

1839, and July 5, 1842, to December 15, 1843. Two folios. 

7. Minutes of the committee of aldermen on assessments, July 3, 1840, 

to May 6, 1842. 

8. Very fragmentary records of a committee on public oflBces and repairs, 

1832 and 1837, and of a committee on laws, 1838^ A committee 
book of the common council, beginning in 1831, contains a list 
of its committees from 1831 to 1834. A large book contains a list 
of committees of aldermen from February, 1837, to December, 
1844. 

9. Various minute books of the board of city canvassers during the years 

1857-1859, as also minute books of the court of general sessions 
for the year 1837 and thereabouts. 

10. Another volume, an index, contains lists of the names of measurers 

of grain, of lime, of lumber, of charcoal, of American coal, inspec- 
tors of measures, city weighers, city gaugei-s, wood inspectors, 
weighers of anthracite coal, city surveyors, street inspectors, clerks 
of the markets, street commissioners, collectors of assessments, 
and registers of dogs. These lists fall between 1825 and 1842. 

11. An index to the riot claims to January 1, 1864. 

12. A printed "Memoir on the construction, cost, and capacity of the 

Croton aqueduct, with an account of the civic celebration on the 
completion of the works, October 14, 1842; compiled from original 
documents." 



1 The writer was unable, in the time at his command, to ascertain in all cases to 
what body the above committees belonged, and hence he leaves that point unsettled. 
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13. Many license books of hackney coaches were found, bearing dates 

early in the century (1817, etc.). At later dates appear license 
books of cabs, stagecoaches, etc. A list of licensed dealers in 
second-hand articles (1828-1840), and another of licensed pawn- 
brokers (1825-1840) are here. A thick ledger contains a list of 
butchers holding stalls in the city markets from 1838 to 1864. 

14. The rough minutes of the George Washington Monument Associa- 

tion, September, 1833, to February, 1835. 

15. Becords of cases of blind persons applying for outdoor relief, June, 

1866, collected by visitors of outdoor poor under the department 
of charities and corrections. 

16. Volumes 1, 3, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 (MS. ) of the ordinances, resolutions, 

etc., passed by the board of aldermen and board of assistants, and 
approved by the mayor, at intervals between July, 1831, and 
May, 1846. These also exist in print. 

17. A large body of rough minutes of common council and aldermen 

and manuscript indexes to their journals, all of dates subsequent 
to 1831, when the printing of the minutes began. 

18. Minutes of testimony taken in reference to illegal voting in Novem- 

ber, 1842, showing that convicts were released from Black wells 
Island at that time in order that they might vote. This record is 
fragmentary. 

19. A thick quarto record book entitled " Memoranda of the Democratic- 

Republican caucus. New York, April 21, 1838, to May 9, 1842." 
The caucus appears to have been organized by the Democratic 
members of the common council. The volume of its minutes is 
considerable and should be interesting. 

The papers on file and in bundles in these rooms are. 
voluminous and of great importance for the history of the 
city since 1831. Three hundred and eighty-six patent metal 
tiles are filled with original papers of the aldermen and 
conmion council between 1831 and December, 1897. They 
comprise petitions to those bodies, reports of their commit- 
tees, resolutions, ordinances, returns of delinquents on 
assessments, etc. The papers are very numerous, and pre- 
sumably few, if any, of them appear in full in the early 
volumes of the printed minutes, while in later years a 
large proportion of them would probably have failed to find 
their way into print. To illustrate their extent: 

File 1 contains what has survived for the months of May, July, Septem- 
ber, and October, 1831. 
File 2 contains December, 1831, January and February, 1832. 
File 3 contains March, April, and June, 1832. 
File 4 contains July, August, October, and November, 1832. 
File 5 contains January, February, and March, 1833. 
File 6 contains April, May, and June, 1833, etc. 
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Many of the files contain the pa^rs of only two months, 
some of three, others of as many as six. After reaching 
1860, the bulk of the papers greatly increases. 

Besides the papers thus filed, there are 22 bins filled with 
loose papers and papers in bundles, wholly unassorted, 
thrown together in the most careless fashion, covered thickly 
with dust. Some of these belong to dates prior to 1830, 
but most of them apparently relate to the period since 1840. 
Though the writer lacked both the time and the strength to 
examine this mass of papers, he saw among them minutes 
of aldermen and council, reports of committees, petitions, 
financial statements, etc. It is said by officials in charge 
that they relate wholly to matters never acted on, and to 
unfinished business; but a cursory examination would indi- 
cate that this is not the case, but that papers of all kinds 
to which business, both finished and unfinished, gave rise, 
may be found in this mass. Apparently these papers are 
needed to complete the files just referred to. 

Some papers belonging to dates since the beginning of 
1898, are also filed here. 

The foregoing exhibit completes the list of the records 
now in existence in the city hall. They are of a more or 
less general character, and are the immediate product of 
the activity of the legislative body of the city — ^the mayor, 
aldermen, and common council. 

DEPARTMENTAL RECORDS. 

Rudiments of a departmental organization existed from 
an early date. A distinct department of finance was per- 
haps the earliest to develop. But the period since 1850 has 
been chiefly distinguished in New York, as well as in other 
municipalities, by an increase in the volume of business 
which has led to a large multiplication of departments and 
bureaus. Reference will now be made, in more or less gen- 
eral terms, to the department records of the fbrmer city of 
New York, as they are at present preserved in the various 
offices of the city. 

OFFICE OF THE CONTROLLER. 

This throughout its existence has been the auditing office 
of the city. All the financial records of historical impor- 
tance have originated in it or have passed from the cham- 
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berlain's office into its files, and will now be found in large 
volumes in its various record roonas. These rooms are at 
present located in the Stewart Building and on the upper 
floor of the county court-house. In Room 10 of the Stew- 
art Building are deposited the older ledgers and journals of 
the city chamberlains, in large volumes, the earliest ones 
bound in vellum, all finely kept and well preserved. The 
periods covered by the several volumes are as follows:^ 

Ledger No. 1, May, 1691, to Oct., 1700. 
Ledger No. 2, Nov., 1700, to May, 1760. 
Ledger No. 3, June, 1760, to Oct., 1772. 
Ledger A, Dec, 1783, to Sept., 1794. 
Ledger B, Sept., 1794, to Aug., 1809. 
Journal No. 1 appears to be missing. 
Journal No. 2, Oct., 1706, to Oct., 1736. 
Journal No. 3, Oct., 1736, to June, 1767. 
Journal No. 4, June, 1767, to Oct., 1772. 
Journal A, Dec, 1783, to Sept., 1794. 
Journal B, Sept., 1794, to Aug., 1809. 

While the ledgers show the balances of the city's ac- 
counts, the entries in the journals throw more light on the 
sources of its receipts and the objects of its expenditures. 
In them will be found in abundance entries of receipts from 
the rent of land and docks, from licenses issued to innkeep- 
ers, and from taxes. Entries of expenditures were noted 
for repairing the city hall, building streets, wharves, and 
bridges; for salaries and printing; for bonfires on great 
occasions, fees for the bellman, etc. The journals are books 
second in value only to the records in the city hall, and 
are of importance for the light they throw not only on the 
fiscal system of the city, but on many phases of its life. 
They should be studied in connection with the minutes of 
the common council. 

In this room also are four old tax or assessment books, 
bound in vellum, which belong, respectively, to the dates 
1699-1702, 1702-1709, 1709-1721, 1721-1734. In these the 
names of all persons assessed are entered, with a statement of 
the property of each and the amount of his assessment. The 
first assessment which appears was on real and personal 
estates for the purpose of raising £400, under an act of 

1 See Hist. , Mag. , VI, 375, 378. 
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assembly, to pay the debts of the city and repair its public 
buildings. The levy was made by wards, pursuant to direc- 
tions issued by the mayor, recorder, and aldermen. In 
this and all the other assessments which appear in these 
volumes the names are arranged by wards — East ward, 
North ward, West ward, South ward. Dock ward. As the 
lists are long, the books would be most valuable for deter- 
mining the names of residents and freeholders, the approx- 
imate amounts of their property, and such changes in 
residence and property as came with lapse of time. 

Series of ledgers and journals, with lettering or number- 
ing which varies from time to time, continue down to the 
present. Some of these are marked "City and county of 
New York." In this room 60 such volumes, most of them 
of the largest size, are stored. 

The financial records of the city, which fill four rooms in 
the upper story of the county court-house (the annex to the 
record room), are so voluminous and of such character that 
only general reference can here be made to them. They con- 
sist of filed papers and record books. Of the papers the most 
important class are the A, B, and C vouchers. The A 
vouchers are those which have been paid from appropria- 
tions, while the B vouchers have been paid from the proceeds 
of the sale of bonds. The C vouchers were issued in con- 
nection with work on the new Croton aqueduct. The A 
vouchers in these rooms run from 1750 to the beginning of 
1886; the B vouchers begin in 1870 and extend to the begin- 
ning of 1886; the C vouchers begin in 1884 and run to the 
beginning of 1886. In another room in the basement of the 
Stewart Building (Read street entrance) are stored the A, B, 
and C vouchers from 1886 to 1896. In still another room in 
the basement of the Stewart Building are the vouchers of the 
same three classes from the beginning of 1896 to the beginning 
of 1900, while additions, especially to the first two classes, are 
being constantly made and with great rapidity. Series of 
A, B, and C warrants also exist in these rooms correspond- 
ing to the three classes of vouchers. The series of A war- 
rants begins in 1794 and, with a break from the close of 
1829 till early in 1832, and thereafter with the exception, so 
far as noticed, of the year 1874, runs through to 1886. The 
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B warrants begin in 1841 and extend to 1875, when a break 
occurs to the end of 1878, from which time they run to 1884. 
C warrants for 1884 and 1885 are in the annex to the record 
room. 

In the other record rooms are many warrants of all classes 
for later dates, but whether the several series are all com- 
plete the writer can not positively state. The vouchers and 
warrants just referred to constitute the most voluminous 
class of records to be found in any of the city departments. 
The A vouchers alone number far up into the thousands for 
each of the recent years of their issue. For example, in 
1885 about 30,000 of them were issued. B vouchers for 
1885 numbered 8,052. C vouchers are much fewer, numbei- 
ing for 1885 946. At the present time the numbers in the 
first two classes are much larger than fifteen years ago, 
while in 1885 they far exceeded the number annually 
accumulating at the close of the first third of the century. 
Their multiplication affords a rough index of the growth of 
the city's business. 

Pay rolls in large numbers and relating to many classes of 
employees during recent years are also here. Arranged on 
shelves in one of the rooms are many bundles of canceled 
certificates of water stock and loans, fire-insurance stock, 
building loans, city bonds, and revenue bonds of all varieties 
and denominations and representing transactions involving 
almost fabulous sums, extending from 1816 down close to 
the present time. Shelves about 30 feet in length along the 
side of one of these rooms and rising from floor to ceiling 
are packed full of labeled bundles of documents of a very 
miscellaneous character. These are arranged by years, 
beginning with 1800 and extending to 1876. Material of 
similar character from 1877 to 1885 has been placed in 
boxes. In these bundles and boxes are to be found, e. g., 
building accounts, returns of moneys received by the various 
courts in the city, returns of inspectors, surveyors, and 
public administrators, returns from markets, disbursements 
of street commissioners, almshouse expenditures, contin- 
gent expenses of public departments, election expenses, 
muster and pay rolls of regiments serving through the draft 
riots of 1863, returns of the clerk of arrears, of the receiver 
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of taxes, of the collector of assessments, of mayor's mar- 
shal, etc. There are also 27 bundles of leases of water lots 
and buildings, etc., made by the city. The earliest docu- 
ment among them is a rent roll of water lots beginning in 
1734. The first bundle contains many valuable leases prior 
to 1800. The leases in the other bundles bear dates between 
1800 and 1864. 

Among the papers in this room may also be found abstracts 
of assessments for street cleaning, 1824-1828; abstracts of 
assessments for wells and pumps, 1824-1847; volumes of 
accounts audited, 1808-1876; packages of accounts current 
of the almshouse, 1824-1850; accounts paid, 1788-1798; 1 
volume of annual rents, 1819-1821; 3 volumes of appropria- 
tions, 1830-1844; various volumes of returns of arrears of 
taxes, 1821-1840; 57 volumes relating to sales of property 
for unredeemed assessments, 1820-1838; to assessments for 
streets, 1824r-1852; to assessments for street openings, pav- 
ing, etc., 1828-1857 and 1874-1878; 3 volumes of minutes of 
the board of assessors, 1830-1840; 43 packages of surety 
bonds of sheriffs, marshals, and a variety of other officials, 
ranging from 1747 to 1852; 22 packages of papers, vouchers, 
returns, etc. , of the board of health, ranging from 1832 to 
1882; 48 volumes of cash books of the city treasurer and 
other related material, between the dates 1819 and 1876; 1 
package of certificates of remission of rents, 1788; 7 volumes 
relating to expenditures for Central Park, 1856-1858; 12 
volumes of collectors' returns, 1840-1848; 9 packages of 
accounts of the new city hall, 1804-1813; 11 packages of 
papers relating to the Croton aqueduct, 1841-1875; 38 pack- 
ages and some 55 volumes of papers and accounts of the 
city chamberlain, the papers ranging from 1855 to 1873 
and the books from 1802 to 1852; 20 packages of sundry 
papers of the city chamberlain, 1871-1879; 19 volumes of the 
journal of the city treasury, of the superintendent of streets, 
public administrator, etc., ranging from 1784 to 1878; many 
packages and volumes of leases extending from 1750 to 1848; 
and very much other material, for reference to which there 
is not space in this report. Investigation is facilitated by 
the entries in a manuscript volume now kept in Room 8 of 
the Stewart Building, entitled "Record room register, I," 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 12 
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which is an index to the above material. Among the col- 
lections in this place, and in rooms in the Stewart Building, 
are many letter books of the controllers, one series, 10 vol- 
rnnes, extending from 1871 to 1881. In a room in the base- 
ment of the Stewart Building are ten other official and semi- 
official letter books of New York City (controller, public 
works, etc.), extending from 1871 to 1881. 

OFFICE OF IHE CITY ENGINEER. 

In the office of the city engineer (Room 55, Stewart Build- 
ing) are records and maps of great value relating to the 
land system of the city. A series of ledgers, lettered from 
A to K and containing from 400 to upward of 600 pages 
each, is filled with entries of grants made by the city. Of 
these. Liber A contains grants from 1686 to 1701; Liber B, 
1701 to 1752; Liber C, 1752 to 1769; Liber D, 1769 to 1787; 
Liber E, 1792 to 1806; Liber F, 1809 to 1818; Liber G, 
1818 to 1827; Liber H, 1827 to 1852; Liber I, 1852 to 1871; 
Liber K, 1871 to 1897. The earliest grant in the regular 
series of entries in Liber A is dated November 17, 1686, 
and is a deed for two lots of ground in Smith's Fly, trans- 
ferred to George Heathcote. The grant is entered in the 
form of a letter patent: ''To all Christian people to whom 
this present writing shall come. The mayor, aldermen, and 
commonalty of the city of New York send greeting: Know 
ye that for and in consideration of the sum of thirty pounds 
current money of the said city to the said mayor, aldermen, 
and commonalty in hand paid" by Heathcote before the seal- 
ing and delivery of the grant, ''They the said mayor, alder- 
men, and commonalty of the city of New York aforesaid have 
granted," etc., ''unto the said George Heathcote" the plot 
of ground then bounded and described. The rent was one 
peppercorn, and the document provided for the issue at 
Heathcote's expense of other conveyance, enfeoffment, or 
deed of release in confirmation of this grant, provided the 
said mayor and aldermen were not compelled tb travel out 
of the city of New York in order to do the same. The grant 
was signed by Nicholas Bayard, mayor. This form of deed 
continued in use till 1692, when the briefer form, "This 
indenture witnesseth," was substituted for the earlier words 
of greeting. 
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The grants in this book and the succeeding one, to 1734, 
are for tracts of land more or less remote from the shore, 
and for which only a nominal rent was charged. In 1734 
the grants, or permanent leases, of water lots begin to appear, 
and on these annual rents payable in money were assessed. 
About 350 folios of Liber B are filled with entries of this 
kind. Grants of water lots far exceed all others from 1735 
to the early years of the nineteenth century. About the 
middle of the eighteenth century the water lots began to be 
numbered, and additions to them were granted. Gradually 
grants of this kind extended up the shore on both sides of the 
island, to the East ward, the Dock ward, the Out ward, etc. 
In 1720 and again in 1750 the lease of lands for city slaughter- 
houses occupies a prominent place. In 1734 a lot was granted 
on Turtle Bay to Capt. Robert Long of H. M. S. Seaford^ 
to be used as a place for careening the King's ships of war. 
April 30, 1767, is the earliest lease of a ferry which has been 
noted in these volumes. Jacob Van Voorhis was the grantee, 
and his ferry was to ply between New York and Paulus 
Hook. The grant was for four years, at an annual rent of 
£10. Leases of water lots and of ferries now became an 
important source of city revenue. In Liber C, about the 
date 1766, are long and interesting entries concerning the 
purchase by the Presbyterian Church of the triangular lot 
of land "on the common," where now stands the "Times" 
building. About the beginning of the nineteenth century 
entries of map§ and plans of lots begin to appear, and these 
form an increasingly important part of the record as time 
advances. The office has a manuscript alphabetical index, 
and also a location index, of the water grants contained 
in the above books. Another manuscript volume entitled 
"Abstracts of Water Grants" gives the conditions of these 
grants in outline. These indexes will be found very useful 
by students of the land system of the city. Three atlases of 
water grants are here, the largest of which contains maps of 
those on Hudson River which were uncommuted June 19, 
1838. The other two volumes cover East River grants 
which were uncommuted in 1839. Full information as to 
location and extent of grants is to be found in these, and in 
some cases the commutations are entered. 
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In the engineer's office material will also be found rela- 
ting to the common lands of Manhattan Island. A large 
book entitled '^Common Lands," contains printed indentures 
of conveyance of lots from the conunon lands of the city on 
the payment of purchase money and quit rents. The earli- 
est grant recorded in this book bears date October 20, 1796, 
but not till May, 1799, did entries regularly begin. The 
entries in this volume fall mostly within the years 1799 and 
1800, but some appear as late as 1806 and 1810. The pur- 
chase price is always given in money, but quit rents are 
made payable annually in kind or money. As these were 
conveyances in fee, the quit-rent system which existed within 
the city appears to have been substantially the same as that 
which prevailed throughout the royal and proprietary prov- 
inces. Soon after the beginning of the nineteenth century 
the process of commuting quit rents began. This went on 
steadily in territory which had been granted from the com- 
mon lands of the city, and was also extended in many cases 
to the rent due from water lots. Lump sums were in these 
cases accepted by the city in discharge of all and every rent 
or rents which should in future become due. The dates and 
fact of such commutations are generally entered in the grant 
books (Libers A, B, and C) above referred to, but a record 
of them in the form of quit-claim deeds and releases also 
appears in some other volumes in the office. The entries 
in these volumes fall between 1812 and 1896. 

Eight large books contain the records of city property 
sold by the commissioners of the sinking fund between 1844 
and the present time. Libers A, B, C, and D, extending to 
1896 and entitled ''Deeds to the Corporation," contain rec- 
ords of sales of land at auction, under proceedings in chan- 
cery, for debts and arrears due the city, and the deeds in 
favor of the city which were issued by the masters in chan 
eery who held the sales. The series also contains deeds of 
land voluntarily sold to the city. 

Another large book, undated but prepared about 1886, 
contains a list of the real estate then belonging to the city. 
Its contents are valuable. 

The original and authoritative "Map of the common 
lands belonging to the city of New York March 1, 1796," 
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by Goerck, is in this office. As streets through these lands 
were not then laid out, only the numbers of lots are given 
on the map. The grants which at that time had been made 
from the common lands are indicated. The uiigranted lands 
then extended northward from about Twenty-fifth street. 
Abound volume entitled ''Adjustment of boundary lines of 
common lands" is in the office, which is said to have been 
prepared about 1836. It is partly filled with colored maps 
of such lands, then existing, above Forty-second street and 
between Second and Seventh avenues. These maps are not 
official. An index shows that the office possesses more than 
150 official maps and charts of corporation property in all 
locations — of islands, parks, common lands, and of the Croton 
aqueduct; plans of slips, docks, piers, bulkheads, markets, 
hospitals, and sewers. The topography of the city, in many 
of its features and during all the later stages of its growth, 
is set forth in these plans. 

The original concessions to the city by private parties of 
lands needed for the opening of streets, or for the widening 
or straightening of the same, are here, and are indexed. 
They exist in large numbers and are arranged in two series, 
the former beginning about 1694 and closing in 1840, the 
latter extending from 1840 to the present time. 

In this office, also, is a considerable body of material 
relating to the early history of the ferries of New York. 
Of special interest in this connection is the original patent 
(and the warrant for its issue) of Governor Cornbury, grant- 
ing to New York City all the vacant and unappropriated 
lands on Nassau Island from high to low water mark, front- 
ing on the city of New York and extending from Wallabout 
to Red Hook, with power to establish one or more ferries 
within the specified limits and to make orders for the due 
regulation of the same. The old ferry, with its appurte- 
nances, also went with the grant. A bundle of 21 old ferry 
leases, issued at various dates between April 25, 1805, and 
May 3, 1839, is in the safe in this room. They relate to a 
number of the ferries in the lower part of the city. Of 
special interest is the lease, dated April 16, 1811, of the 
Powles (Paulus) Hook Ferry (Cortlandt street), for eighteen 
years, to Robert R. Livingston, Robert Fulton, and others, 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



182 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. [116] 

representing The Steamboat Ferry Company. The rent was 
fixed at $3,000 per year. Steamboats were to be put on by 
May 1, 1812, or as much earlier as possible, the specifications 
concerning these, as well as regarding wharves, rates of fer- 
riage, etc., making the contract long and detailed. Other 
and much older ferry leases are preserved in bundles in 
Room 8 of the Stewart Building. Among these are condi- 
tions for farming the ferry to Nassau Island, 1712; other 
conditions for ferries for 1707, 1714, 1717, 1722, 1723, 1727, 
1728, and 1737 are also here. In the same bundles are several 
conditions for farming docks and slips and leases of market 
stalls, belonging to dates early in the eighteenth century. 
A few orders of the governor and council and of the mayor 
and aldermen, issued in the seventeenth century, prescribing 
rates of wharfage and anchorage, are in this collection; also 
many sheriffs' bonds and a large number of bills presented 
to the vestry and corporation of the city for the digging of 
wells and the setting and repair of pumps, all of these dating 
from the eighteenth century. 

In passing now to the consideration of the records of the 
more recently developed departments of the city, it is only 
necessary to state that their archives, so far as they have 
been preserved, are in the several departmental offices. 
More detailed reference to the location of these offices, 
therefore, will not be necessary. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

A police department was first established in New York in 
1845, but the writer has as yet been able to find only a few of 
its records prior to its reorganization, under the name of the 
department of metropolitan police, in 1857. A complete 
set of minute books of" the board exists from that date to 
the present. Eleven volumes of these precede 1870. Then 
the department was again reorganized and a new series was 
begun which, in 24 volumes, carries the record of the 
board to the beginning of 1898. These minutes have been 
neatly kept in large ledgers of from 550 to 600 pages each. 
All are carefully indexed. Since the publication of the 
City Record began, in 1872, it has been the practice of 
the department to print its minutes. Extensive files of 
papers are also kept in the office, containing vouchers. 
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return checks, etc. These are said to be complete from 
1870, while in some cases files run back to 1857. Pay rolls 
of the department exist from 1857. Pay rolls and other 
records of the department of street cleaning during the 
years 1872-1881, while the police had charge of it, are still 
in the custody of the police department. Correspondence 
has in large measure been preserved since the origin of the 
department. Reports on leave of absence exist from 1860 
to date; time books, containing a record of all time lost by 
members of the force, for whatever cause, have been kept 
from October, 1857, to date; and morning returns from the 
various precincts exist in complete form from December, 
1848, to the present. Reports of surgeons on the health of 
the uniformed force exist from 1869 and earlier. The sur- 
geon's record of the physical qualifications of candidates 
for the force, with reasons for the rejection of those who 
were unsatisfactory, are here from 1868 to date. The rec- 
ord of the disposition of the pension fund is on file since 
April, 1868. The record kept of suspicious places in the 
city from 1858 to the present time, and the record of per- 
sons arrested, from June 29, 1845, to date, are also to be 
found. Elaborate criminal statistics have been compiled 
from this record, showing the number of arrests by days, 
months, and quarters, and by precincts; the causes of arrests, 
the nationality, sex, age, social condition, degree of educa- 
tion, and occupation of the persons arrested. These exist 
in manuscript volumes in the record room of the depart- 
ment. A record also is preserved there of lost children 
brought to headquarters from the precincts since 1862; of 
persons found dead and not identified, since 1860; of acci- 
dents from 1865 to date; of violations of city ordinances 
from 1864 to the present time. The records of the depart- 
ment are elaborate, and, so far at least as external form is 
concerned, appear to be full and carefully kept. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

In their extent and character the records of the fire 
department resemble those of the police department. Min- 
ute books exist since the organization of the metropolitan 
fire department in 1865, at which time the volunteer force 
became a paid force. Three minute books contain the 
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proceedings of the board from May, 1865, to April, 1870. 
Then the metropolitan department was succeeded by the 
New York fire department, and a new series of books was 
begun. Twenty-three volumes of this series had been com- 
pleted when the new city charter went into effect in 1898. 
Each of these volumes is of the ordinary size, and contains 
about 600 pages. A part of them are well indexed. As 
the department is now single-headed, its general records are 
known as " transactions," and since the beginning of 1898 
have all been printed in the City Record. The letter books 
of the department have been preserved since 1870, and 
nearly all are indexed. Letters constitute an especiaUy 
important part of the records of this department, because 
of the multitudinous complaints which come in to it. A 
series of special-order books, from 1870 to date, contains 
orders for fines, appointments of all kinds, retirements, 
dismissals, and suspensions. A like series of general-order 
books contains orders affecting either the whole force or a 
large part thereof, issued by the chief of the department 
under direction of the commissioners, and relating to such 
matters as meal hours, vacations, transfers, uniforms, dis- 
cipline, etc. The bureaus within the department all issue 
general orders. A roll of merit is kept in the commissioner's 
office, containing a record of rescues made by members of the 
uniformed force. Records of trials of members of the force 
are also kept on file. There is also a series of books con- 
taining the names of all members of the force, the dates of 
their appointment, a physical description of them, and the 
results of the surgeons' examinations. Relief fund and 
insurance fund records are also preserved, as in the police 
department. Records a^'e also kept of fires, defective flues, 
combustibles stored in violation of law, and obstructed fire 
escapes. 

METROPOLITAN BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Minute books of the metropolitan board of health in 
private executive sessions begin September 14, 1869, and 
continue in upward of 20 volumes of approximately 400 
pages each to the present time. Another series of minute 
books for public sessions begins March 2, 1866, and con- 
tinues in 5 volumes to July 26, 1871. No volumes of this 
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nature appear subsequent to the last-mentioned date. From 
April, 1866, to April, 1870, the board of health was, by a 
law regulating the sale of intoxicating liquors within the 
metropolitan district, constituted a board of excise. Two 
volunies of minutes of this board of excise are here. The 
first, of 483 pages, begins when the board was organized 
(April 20, 1866), and the second, of 95 pages, closes April 
9, 1870. A large body of records of births, marriages, and 
deaths is also kept in this office. The earliest of these records 
were kept by the city inspectors' department, whose books 
and files in 1866 were turned over to the board of health. 
A few records of births have been preserved for 1847-48. 
None exist from 1848 to July, 1853, but from the last date 
they continue without break till the present time. The 
same is true of the record of marriages. The earliest rec- 
ords of deaths in the office belong to the years 1800-1804. 
None exist from 1804 to 1812. From 1812 to the present 
they continue in unbroken series. No records of vital 
statistics of the city prior to the dates just mentioned are 
known to exist. Till the beginning of 1888 the record con- 
tained upon the original certificates of births, marriages, and 
deaths was copied into books, called registers, and the 
originals were filed. Both registers and files are in the 
office. Belonging to the period of the city inspectors' 
department are 14 registers of births, 7 of marriages, and 
43 of deaths. Between the establishment of the board of 
health in 1866 and the beginning of 1888 the records filled 
40 registers of births, 23 of marriages, and 56 of deaths, 
each of these, save a few of the earlier ones, containing 
about 15,000 entries. 

Since the beginning of 1888 the original certificates have 
been bound in volumes of 500 each, and the process of filing 
has ceased. Index volumes to the registers are also in the 
office, and an index of the names in each year's bound vol- 
umes of certificates is printed annually. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The early history of public education in New York City 
receives its best illustration from the records of the New 
York Public School Society. These, so far as they have been 
preserved, are deposited with the New York Historical 
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Society. The Public School Society was organized under a 
law of 1805 and continued in existence until 1853, when it 
was united with the board of education. The records of the 
Public School Society consist of (1) the subscription book, 
beginning, ' ' We the subscribers promise to pay on demand to 
the treasurer of the New York Free School Society the sums 
affixed by us opposite to our respective names." De Witt 
Clinton headed the list with a subscription of f 200. The 
list fills about 17 pages of a record book of small quarto size. 
(2) The minute books of the tinistees of the society. Of 
these No. 1 appears to be lacking. Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5 are 
here and contain entries from May 15, 1817, to December 17, 

1852. There is also a final volume, apparently a copy of 
No. 5, with a continuation of minutes to the last meeting of 
the society, July 22, 1853. All these books are of ordinary 
ledger size, with from 400 to 500 pages each. (3) A number 
of smaller books of quarto size. Of these three are minutes 
of the executive committee of the society. The first of these 
books does not appear here, but Nos. 2, 3, and 4 contain 
entries from December 1, 1836, to July 21, 1853. Two similar 
volumes contain the minutes of the primary school committee 
from May, 1832, when it was established by the trustees, to 

1853. The other documents of the society consist of bundles 
of papers and treasurers' books. 

In 1842 a board of education for the city was organized, 
and for eleven years this board and the Public School Society 
carried on their work side by side. In 1853 the Public School 
Society ceased to exist, and since that time the public school 
system has been managed through a board of education. 
The important records of this body are all in print. Two 
printed volumes of minutes and documents between the dates 
1842 and the close of 1853 exist, while since 1853 the reports 
of the board have been published in one continuous series of 
volumes, and its minutes in another series. Minutes and 
reports have to a large extent also been printed in the City 
Record. All original papers since about 1857 are on file. 

BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES AND CORRECTION. 

The extant series of minute books of the board of public 
charities and correction begins January 2, 1869. The 
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department, however, was established in 1860. Hence min- 
utes for the years 1860 to 1869 are to be noted as lacking in 
the office of the present department of public charities. 
The minutes are kept in thin books, each covering a half 
year or a little more. There are 109 of these volumes, 
extending to March, 1899. The commissioners met very 
frequently, at times nearly every day. It is positively 
stated at the office that all original papers have been kept 
on file, under an appropriate classification, since 1885. 
Many papers of earlier dates are also here, but it is proba- 
ble that seme have been destroyed, especially by a fire which 
occurred some years ago at the storehouse. An old ledger 
remains, of a date much earlier than the creation of the 
present department. It is entitled "Weekly reports and 
minutes of commissioners of the almshouse, Bellevue Hos- 
pital and Bridewell." Entries in it extend from April 25, 
1829, to August 30, 1844. The volume is also about half 
filled with accounts. If it could be brought into connection 
with certain records now deposited in the record room of 
the controller's office its meaning, as well as the meaning 
of those papers, might be made clearer. 

DEPARTMENT OF DOCKS AND FERRIES. 

The department of docks and ferries was organized in 
May, 1870. Its minutes are all in print. Since 1872 they 
have been regularly printed in the City Record. All origi- 
nal papers are preserved in the office, and on these entries 
in the minutes are based. In the engineer's bureau con- 
nected with this depai-tment is a large collection of maps 
and plans of the water front of New York City. Among 
unpublished maps special importance attaches to Smith's 
map (dated 1837) of the water front from West Eleventh 
street to West One Hundred and Thirty -fifth street. The 
records of the survey which was made in 1871 of the water 
front on both sides of the city from Sixty-first street to the 
Battery are here. The original records of surveys which 
are preserved in this office begin with this survey. Since 
then many partial surveys have been made, and the maps 
to which they have given rise are filed in the office. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

No manuscript records haye been found of the former 
department of public works, save its letter books, which are 
in the possession of the present department of highways. 
The department of public works was formed in 1870 by the 
consolidation of the Croton Aqueduct Commission and the 
department of streets, and continued in existence until 
1898. The Croton Aqueduct Commission was created in 
July, 1849. Its minute book, beginning at that date and 
continuing till the commission was merged in the depart- 
ment of public works, has survived, and is now in the office 
of the general bookkeeper of the department of water 
supply. Reports of the department of public works were 
regularly printed in the City Record, and a nearly complete 
set of its annual reports is in the possession of the present 
department of water supply. The departments whose 
heads under the charter of 1897 form the board of public 
improvements — i. e., water supply, highways, street clean 
ing, sewers, public buildings, lighting and supplies, and 
bridges — and which are outgrowths from the former depart- 
ment of public works, print all their transactions which are 
of importance. 

DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS. 

In April, 1862, a department for the survey and inspec- 
tion of buildings was organized, with a superintendent at its 
head. It continued thus till August, 1880, when it Was 
made a bureau in the fire department. It remained in this 
form till June, 1892, when a separate department of build- 
ings was organized, which still continues. Annual reports 
have been printed regularly since the organization of this 
department. Since 1873 also reports have been printed at 
intervals in the City Record. In 1866 the filing of plans for 
buildings began, and all that have been filed since that time 
are preserved in the office. Records of violations of the 
building laws are also kept. As this has always been a 
single-headed department, no minute books have been kept. 
A large number of letter books, however, have been 
preseiTed. 
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CORPORATION COUNSEL. 

The records in the office of the corporation counsel begin 
with 1857. Before that time the officials at the head of 
this department did the legal business of the city in their 
own offices, and hence no records of those times, save a few 
straggling registers, have been preserved. In the office at 
present are preserved manuscript and typewritten copies of 
the opinions of the corporation counsel since about 1857. 
Some of these opinions • have been printed in the City 
Record, but that practice was not found to work well. At 
the present time, copies are considered as, to an extent, 
confidential, and are not allowed to go out of the office. 
The only other class of records kept here are the files of 
"done suits" and of pending suits. The papers connected 
with these are said to have been preserved since 1857, and 
are on file in the office. 

THE RECORDS OF THE FORMER CITY OF BROOKLYN. 

In the office of the city clerk, Borough Hall, the follow- 
ing records of Brooklyn are deposited: 

1. Manuscript records of the town and village of Brook- 
lyn, so far as they are now accessible. These consist of 4 
volumes of minutes of the trustees of the village and 1 vol- 
ume of town records. Volume 1 of the village minutes 
begins May 14, 1816, and continues to September 16, 1825, 
381 pp., folio. On the reverse are also recorded 80 pages 
of ''laws" (i. e., ordinances) of the village respecting a 
variety of matters of local police, etc., issued between May 
6, 1816, and September 25, 1826. A ledger found among the 
records of Williamsburg contains ordinances of the viUlage 
of Brooklyn from March 7, 1827, to November 19, 1833, 71 
pp. Volume 2 continues the minutes of the trustees from 
September 23, 1825, to August 31, 1829, 540 pp. Volume 3 
continues the same from September 14, 1829, to December 
30, 1833. Volume 4 completes the record to May 20, 1834, 
when Brooklyn became a city. The volume marked ''Town 
Records" contains about 50 pages of minutes of various 
town meetings held between 1824 and 1834. On a few of 
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the reverse pages of this volume are the reports of the can- 
vassers of a general election held in Brooklyn in November, 
1828. 

2. Records of the legislative department of the city of 
Brooklyn. The earliest minutes of the common council of 
the city of Brooklyn are entered in the fourth volume of 
the village minutes. They are then continued, in a series 
of 88 manuscript volumes, to October, 1892. These vol- 
umes are all large folios, and are indexed. The minutes 
since October, 1892, have not been copied into books, but 
are still in the original rough form. The entire series, 
however, since 1854 has been printed under the title "Pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Aldermen." There is also a dis- 
tinct series of manuscript reports of committees, filling 31 
folio volumes and extending from 1845 to 1894. 

In this room also are a large number of bundles of papers, 
beginning in 1834, the date of the organization of the city 
government, and extending nearly or quite to 1890. These 
contain communications from all sources to the common 
council — petitions, proposals for contracts, reports from 
committees and from city departments, justices' returns, 
etc. This is the material a part of which, since 1876, has 
been printed in the series of "documents" accompanying 
the proceedings of the common council. Of special value, 
however, are the papers prior to 1876, and all others which 
have not found their way into print. The substance of 
many of these papers will also be found in the minutes of 
the common council. These bundles fill five large cases, 
closely packed. 

In this oflSce, but stored with the records of Williams- 
burg, is a ledger containing special ordinances of the city of 
Brooklyn from May 30, 1836, to February 8, 1847, 276 
pp. Another ledger contains general ordinances of the city 
of Brooklyn from May 11, 1847, to June 16, 1856, 150 
pp. Still another is filled with copies of letters and other 
communications from city oflScers to the common council; 
these begin with January, 1855, and continue to April, 1857, 
60a pp. 

In the vault of Borough Hall are stored great quanti- 
ties of records which have been brought together from the 
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offices of the finance department of the former city. They 
belong for the most part to the period between 1860 and 
1897, though occasionally docmnents of earlier dates appear. 
Both files of papers and bboks are here in great numbers. 
The files contain vouchers, abstracts, and warrants under 
''general fund" and "special fund" heads; payrolls; re- 
turns of the police and excise departments, of dock masters, 
of the city clerk, city court, and fire department; schedules 
of taxes received, of assessments, of arrears of water rates; 
receipts for street openings; assessments for gas lamps and 
posts; for grading, paving, and flagging. A very large 
number of books are filled with salary warrants of the 
various city departments since 1870. Many receipt books 
of "general fund" and "special fund" also appear from 
about 1860 down, together with general cash books, day 
books, and ledgers, and books of accounts for streets, sew- 
ers, and parks. Books of contracts, warrants for expenses 
of election officers, and many assessment rolls (1874-1878) 
are also included. In volume and contents these records 
are such as are characteristic of all great modern munici- 
palities. At present they are stored in a dark vault, and 
are not arranged in any order, either of date or subject. 
In the office of the controller in Manhattan is also a con- 
siderable quantity of ledgers, journals, and other account 
books relating to the financial business of Brooklyn between 
about 1870 and 1897. 

DEPARTMENT OF CITY WORKS. 

In the office of the city clerk. Borough Hall, are deposited 
the minutes of the former department of city works. These 
begin with the organization of that board in 1869 and con- 
tinue to the close of 1897. They fill about 37 large ledger 
volumes of 500 pages each. All are carefully copied, and 
each volume is supplied with an index. The rough minutes 
from which they were copied are in the office of the present 
department of water supply in the municipal building. The 
business transacted by the department of public works was 
large and important. It had control of water, sewers, street 
opening, street cleaning, and street improvement, together 
with the purchasing of supplies and award of contracts for 
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nearly all other departments. Its jurisdiction corresponded 
in general to that of the present board of public improve- 
ments of New York City. Its letter books from 1894 to the 
close of 1897 are in the office of the present department of 
water supply. The files of original papers which appear 
with the minute books are few and apparently of little value. 
Whether or not they were kept with care was not learned. 
It is stated that some of the original files, when the present 
charter went into effect, were distributed among the officers 
who constitute the existing board of public improvements; 
but their existence in those offices has not been traced. 

All maps and plans of streets, blocks, squares, etc., of the 
city from the time of its incorporation are in the map room 
of the engineer's office, municipal building. This office is 
now connected with the department of highways. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

The only records of the police department found were five 
minute books of the usual size, which are now deposited in 
the central office of police in Manhattan. The entries in 
these books begin May 2, 1870, and close December 31, 1897. 

BOARD OF HEALTH. 

In the office of the health department will be found the 
records of the Brooklyn board of health. These consist of 
vital statistics and of the minute books and papers of the 
board. A record of deaths has been preserved since 1847, 
of marriages and births since May, 1866. From 1847 to the 
close of 1872 a copy of the record of deaths was kept in 
books. For the years 1854 to 1856 the record appears in 
the form of burial permits; for the other years the record 
of death is definitely given. Name, date, residence, disease, 
sex, place of burial, and name of physician are the entries 
appearing on the burial permits, and no more information is 
given in the records of deaths. In 1872 the office began 
binding the original certificates preserved since 1866. The 
original certificates of marriages and births have been pre- 
served since 1866, and have been bound since the beginning 
of 1880. From about 1870 to 1880 they were copied into 
registers. Since 1877 these returns have been classified 
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statistically in various ways, as by nativity, color, etc., and 
the tables have been published. Monthly reports have also 
been made to the State board of health. Not even fragmen- 
tary records of deaths in Brooklyn exist prior to 1847, or of 
marriages and births prior to 1866. If such were kept they 
must be sought at Albany. A minute book of the board of 
health for 1865 has survived; also a series of four minute 
books with a continuous record from May, 1873, to January, 
1881. Two other record books contain very brief entries of 
transactions of the department during a part of September, 
1892, and from January 2, 1893, to January 23, 1894. There 
is also a book entitled ''Continuous record of oflScial busi- 
ness," from February 1, 1894, to December 31, 1894. 
Printed orders and communications are posted in this, but 
evidently the record kept is very incomplete. No other 
administiation records of this department have survived. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The minute books of the fire department begin with its 
organization, May 22, 1869, and exist in continuous series 
to December 31, 1897. There are seven of these ledger vol- 
umes, with an average of 600 pages each. They contain 
entries of all appointments, promotions, removals, deaths, 
and reinstatements, of resolutions putting members of the 
department on the pension or relief funds, and of the 
amounts paid them per annum; also of contracts, bills ap- 
proved, and communications to the mayor, aldermen, and 
other city departments. Special records of fire losses made 
out on printed forms have been kept in the office of the 
chief of the force since the origin of the department. After 
May, 1893, all contracts relating to its business were made 
by this department and a record of these was kept. All 
ledgers and other account books from the origin of the de- 
partment have been preserved, together with all duplicate 
vouchers and other original papers. Such records (rolls, 
minute books, etc.) as were kept by the Volunteer Firemen, 
an association which preceded the organization of the fire 
department, will be found in their office and in the office of 
the city clerk in Borough Hall. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 13 
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DEPARTMENT OF BUILDINGS. 

From 1869 to January, 1876, building permits are said to 
have been issued by a bureau of the fire department. After 
the latter date there was a separate department of buildings. 
Files of permits for the erection and alteration of buildings 
since the beginning of 1876 exist in large numbers in its 
office. A large folio record book was kept from July, 1894, 
to the close of 1897 (390 pages), which contains elaborate 
monthly reports to the mayor on the number and character 
of buildings erected, with detailed classifications and tables. 
A similar book has been kept since the beginning of 1898, 
but under a somewhat different form. Four minute books 
of the department are also in existence, beginning June 17, 
1880, and continuing till the present time. 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS. 

The records of the department of parks are kept in its 
present office in Borough Hall. They begin with a large 
minute book of the commissioners of Prospect Park from 
June 28, 1860, to April 13, 1882, about 450 pages. Another 
book contains the record of property condemned at the ex- 
tension of Prospect Park pursuant to the minutes of the 
executive committee and of the finance and auditing com- 
mittees of this board (law of April 24, 1868) are also here in 
separate volumes. The minute books of the board of park 
commissioners begin at its organization, June 22, 1882, and 
continue in 11 volumes, averaging about 350 pages each, to 
the present time. These minutes since January, 1898, 
record the doings of the single commissioner of parks for 
the boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens, and not those of the 
central board. Two minute books of the executive commit- 
tee of the park board from May 17, 1887, to July 23, 1889, 
are here; also a record of bills audited from January 14, 
1892, to December 27, 1894. Maps and plans of the Brook- 
lyn parks are kept in the office of the engineer of the 
department at Litchfield Mansion, Prospect Park. 

DEPARTMENT OF CHARITIES AND CORRECTIONS. 

The older records of the department of charities and cor- 
rections were found stored without order or care in a small 
building in the grounds of the almshouse, Clarkson street, 
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Flatbush. Five minute books are here, beginning August 
7, 1850, and continuing to July 31, 1878. These contain on 
the average about 550 pages each. The earlier books are 
minutes of the superintendents of the poor of Kings County. 
The entry at the beginning of the earliest of these shows 
that there were still older records, but of these no trace 
has been found. On April 26, 1871, the county superin- 
tendents of the poor gave place to the commissioners of 
charities of the city of Brooklyn, and this board was accus- 
tomed to meet at the almshouse. The other records stored 
there relate wholly or chiefly to the administration of the 
almshouse, and include a variety of account books and 
invoices, records of admissions, burial permits, hospital 
transfers, weekly reports, etc. The later records of the 
department are in its office on Livingston street. These 
consist exclusively of minute books, five in number, from 
August 1, 1878, to the close of 1897, the books containing 
rather more than 700 pages each. Few papers of impor- 
tance appear to have been kept on file. 

EXCISE BOARD. 

From about 1873 to March, 1896, Brooklyn had an excise 
board. On the latter date it was brought under the control 
of the State board of excise, since when its more important 
records are in the form of reports and returns filed at 
Albany. The records of the former excise board of the 
city are stored in the Eagle warehouse, Fulton street, and 
are now inaccessible to all except officials of the department. 
The writer was told that they consist of seven or eight 
minute books and of extensive files of papers, the latter 
consisting of applications for licenses, certificates of licenses, 
and transfers of the same. 

BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The board of education has a complete series of its min- 
utes from the date of its establishment. May 2, 1843, to the 
present time. Of these there are 33 manuscript volumes of 
from 400 to 1,290 pages each. The contents of the first five, 
from May 2, 1843, to March 15, 1867, have never been 
printed. Since March, 1867, all the minutes have been 
printed. 
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RECORDS OF LONG ISLAND CITY. 

The records of this municipality are now stored in two 
offices, that of the deputy city clerk, Hackett Building, 
Borough of Queens, and that of the controller, Stewart 
Building, Manhattan. In the former office is a large body 
of loose papers which, when the present investigation was 
made,. were being examined, classified, and filed. They were 
therefore at that time inaccessible, and respecting their 
nature no definite statement can be made. 

CITY CLERK'S OFFICE. 

The following record books were also stored in the office 
of the deputy city clerk: 

(1) Three minute books of the trustees of the village of 
Astoria, beginning with the organization of village govern- 
ment, June II 5 1839, and extending to July 16, 1870, when 
the village ceased to exist and the charter of Long Island 
City went into effect. 

(2) Minute books of the common council of Long Island 
City, in large ledger form, from July 18, 1870, to December 
31, 1897. Of these there are 24 volumes, but not all are 
filled. At times this series of books was carelessly kept, as 
were the other records of the city. None of this material is 
in print. 

(3) Six large index volumes to the minutes of the common 
council. These cover the years 1870 to 1897, and appear to 
be general in character. There are also two indexes of bills 
for the same years, and an index volume for the years 1870- 
1893, labeled "Miscellaneous." 

(4) Two volumes labeled "Resolutions (mayor's office)" 
containing brief entries of all resolutions passed by the 
common council from July 18, 1871, to February 9, 1883, and 
a record of the action taken on them, i. e., whether they were 
vetoed, approved, or became law through lapse of time. 

(5) One volume, 72 pages, containing copies of ordinances 
passed by the common council, July 28, 1870, to January 
6, 1874. 

(6) One volume called a ' ' Register, " partly filled with brief 
outlines of resolutions of the common council, August, 1871', 
to March, 1872. This was not regularly kept. 
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(7) One volume labeled ''Record of standing committees 
of common council," This contains minutes of the proceed- 
ings of the finance committee of that body from November 
10, 1886, to September 16, 1890, and from January 20, 1891, 
to March 3, 1891. This record was irregularly and often 
very briefly kept. There are also several books containing 
entries by the clerk of the finance committee of bills against 
the city, etc. 

(8) Two large ledgers, labeled ••' Index to files," refer to 
files of resolutions of the common council between the dates 
September 1, 1874, and August 1, 1876. Two index vol- 
umes to resolutions of the common council fi*om 1891 to 
1894 are in the office of the controller, Manhattan. 

POLICE BOARD. 

In the Hackett Building are minutes of the police board 
from April 28, 1871, to July 19, 1878, 3 volumes, and from 
August 18, 1882, to December 31, 1897, 3 volumes. These 
are large ledgers containing more than 400 pages each. In- 
vestigation disclosed no other important record books of the 
department. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The only record books of the fire department which appear 
at the Hackett Building are a volume (188 pages) containing 
minutes from May 5, 1871, to May 5, 1879, and 4 volumes 
of registers of names of firemen. In the controller's office, 
Stewart Building, Manhattan, are 2 minute books (Feb- 
ruary, 1891, to December, 1897); pay rolls of the depart- 
ment from October, 1892, to December, 1897; an invoice 
book (May, 1891, to December, 1897), and certain warrant 
books. 

BOARD OF HEALTH. 

In the Hackett Building are minutes of the board of health 
from September 12, 1870, to October 19, 1871; November 9, 

1875, to July 7, 1876, and September 8, 1882, to August 11, 
1885. In the controller's office, Manhattan, are minutes of 
the same board from April, 1871, to November, 1875; March, 

1876, to July, 1882; November, 1885, to September, 1890, 
and from the latter date to December, 1897. 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The only records of the board of education which the 
compiler of this report has seen are in the Hackett Building. 
They consist of 3 minute books of the board, covering the 
period between April 25, 1871, and August 27, 1887; 1 vol- 
ume of minutes of school building commissioners, May, 
1892, to December, 1895, and 1 volume of accounts, 1887- 
1889. 

STREET DEPARTMENT. 

Relating to streets there is here a small book entitled 
"Minutes of commission of streets, roads, avenues, and 
parks, appointed under the laws of 1871, chapter 765." 
The records in it were kept from May 4, 1871, to December 
31, 1875, but reference is made to only one meeting between 
June, 1872, and June, 1875. There are also 4 volumes of 
minutes of the improvement commission appointed under 
chapter 326 of the laws of 1874. The entries in these books 
fall between May 14, 1874, and December 31, 1881, when 
the work of the commission ended. The volumes are 
large and well kept. This commission kept a journal, day- 
book, cash book, and ledger, and also a volume of diagrams 
accompanying the engineer's estimates on grading, etc. A 
volume of minutes of the Flushing avenue improvement 
commission, appointed under chapter 410 of the laws of 
1878, is also here. The minutes (118 pages) were kept from 
June 27, 1878, to July 9, 1886. 

In the controller's office, Manhattan, are minutes of the 
improvement commission for Flushing avenue, 1880 to 1886, 
as well as certain account books of this commission; 2 min- " 
ute books of the general improvement commission (July, 
1893-September, 1894, and January, 1896-December, 1897), 
with certain of its later account books; 1 volume of record of 
resolutions of general improvement commission, 1892-1896; 
1 minute book of the improvement of Jackson avenue and 
Vernon avenue (January, 1890-November, 1893); minutes 
of Gerard avenue and Maine avenue (July, 1890-Decem- 
ber, 1892), with accounts; various certificates of stock and 
accounts relating to the construction of Steinway avenue; 1 
volume entitled "Record of Department of Public Works," 
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June, 1895-December, 1897; 3 books of records of the board 
of plumbers (1894-1897), with accounts; 1 book of minutes 
of the water department, January, 1893-December, 1897; 10 
files of miscellaneous papers required for settling accounts 
at the time of consolidation. 

FINANCIAL RECORDS. 

In these two offices are also a large number of general 
account books (ledgers, journals, bill books, cashbooks, 
assessment rolls, records of tax sales, statement of outstand- 
ing debts, etc.), containing records of financial transactions 
of the city during the later years of its existence, chiefly 
since 1890. Among these are 2 volumes of minutes of 
the board of assessors, from July, 1876, to June, 1881. 
Unless there are other books in existence, the financial 
records of the cit}^, especially during its earlier history, 
must be very imperfect. 

records of counties, parts or tie whole of which lie 
within the present city of new york. 

New York County. 

County records in general are to be found in the offices 
of the supervisors, the county clerk, the register of deeds, 
the surrogate, the coroner, and the various courts of the 
county or courts which hold sessions within the county. 
These records consist of the minutes and filed papers of the 
supervisors, the deeds, wills, and coroners' inquests, and the 
minutes and other records of the courts. 

For the reason that the board of aldermen of the city have, 
during much of its history, acted as supervisors of the 
county, it has been possible to find only a few distinct super-, 
visors' records for New York County. Such as have been 
found are in the vaults of the City *Hall and in the record 
room of the controller's office. Those in City Hall are: 

3 volumes partly filled with rough minutes of supervisors, 1845-1850. 
2 volumes of engrossed minutes (the aldermen acting as supervisors) , 

May 12, 1873-Nov. 30, 1874. About 500 pp. each. 
6 volumes of resolutions of supervisors approved by the mayor, 1858- 

1874. About 500 pp. each. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



200 AMERICAN HISTOBICAL ASSOCIATION. [134] 

2 volumes of minutes of the committee on armories and drill rooms, 1873 

and 1874. 

3 files of bonds (Nos. 1 to 436) . 

3 files of reports of the board of audit, 1868. 
95 files of supervisors' papers, 1810-1873. 

Of these, the first (1810-1842) contains reports of city officials (chiefly in 
the department of finance) to the supervisors, resolutions of supervisors, 
some minutes of their meetings, reports on profits and dividends of banks 
and insurance companies in the county, etc. The material is Important 
and valuable. In the later files the papers are fuller and more continuous, 
>/ith many reports from committees and officials, and manuscript minutes 
of meetings. A careful examination of the contents of these files would 
probably bring to light much of the work of the supervisors of New York 
County during the first half of the nineteenth century. 

OFFICE OF THE CONTROLLER. 

The only papers noticed in the record room of the con- 
troller's office which refer expressly to the supervisors are 
3 volumes of resolutions of supervisors, 1845-1850, and 2 
bundles labelled ''Resolutions of board of supervisors, 1864 
to 1867." In that collection is also a considerable quantity 
of vouchers pertaining to the business of the county of New 
York from 1858 to 1874. These relate to salaries of the 
judiciary and county officers generally, erection and repair of 
county buildings, expenditure of the State fund for common 
schools, support of the various asylums, homes, and other 
charitable institutions of the county, construction of county 
bridges, coroners' fees and fees of jurymen, election expenses, 
armories and drill rooms, etc. There are 23 boxes filled 
with vouchers for damages inflicted during the draft riots 
of 1863. These are claims against the county, and contain 
itemized statements of damages sustained during the riots, 
and papers accompanying the same. Where these claims 
led to trials, the records of the trials are here. 

COUNTY COURT-HOUSE. 

Among the judicial records in the basement of the county 
court-house is a volume entitled "Minute book of the new 
loan office, 1792," which appears to contain a record of 
county business. 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTER OF DEEDS. 

The records in the office of the register of deeds are vast in 
extent, but their general uniformity makes it possible to 
describe them in comparatively brief space. The books 
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used for the copies of deeds and mortgages contain about 
500 pages each. In point of time these records may be con- 
veniently divided into those prior to January, 1891, and 
those subsequent to that date. This date is chosen because 
it marks the time of the adoption by the office of the block 
system of indexing. All books containing deeds recorded 
since January 1, 1891, are arranged according to the sections 
into which the city has been divided for the purposes of the 
block system, and are kept on the lower floor of the regis- 
ter's office. The older books are arranged chronologically, 
and are kept on the second floor of the building. There are 
2,363 books of conveyances and 2,636 books of mortgages 
prior to January, 1891, and all are indexed. The oldest 
deeds recorded date from 1654 and subsequent years, and 
were drawn according to Dutch forms. The series of con- 
veyances begins with Liber 10; the whereabouts of the first 
9 books have not been determined. In the older books mis- 
cellaneous documents, as wills, contracts, indentures of 
apprenticeship, and general mortgages, were sometimes en- 
grossed. The first part of Liber 29 is filled with the accounts 
and balance sheets of Collector Weaver of New York, from 
June, 1701, to the close of July, 1703. Thase give a de- 
tailed statement of the trade of the port of New York 
during that period, and of the revenue from customs in- 
ward and outward. It is safe to say that no more valuable 
or detailed record of trade and customs during the colonial 
period has survived. 

A series of 22 volumes and 1 index contains the record of 
grants of powers of attorney since the existence of the office 
began. Three volumes contain the charters and certificates 
of incorporation granted to religious societies within the 
county from 1784 to the present time. In the first two 
volumes the results of elections for trustees and wardens 
are in many cases recorded. This apparently was done 
pursuant to an act passed about 1784 to enable religious 
societies to appoint trustees. A volume of 169 pages, 
copied from the original deposited in the office of the clerk 
of New York County by the commissioners of forfeitures 
for the southern district of New York, contains the records 
of the sales of the estates of loyalists in New York County 
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from June 16, 1784, to June 9, 1787. The contents of this 
are of great interest. 

Under the block system the territory of Manhattan and 
the Bronx is divided into 13 sections, each of which is 
subdivided into blocks, all of which are numbered. De- 
tailed maps of both the sections and the blocks are kept in 
this office, the collection of maps and plans, old and new, 
exceeding 6,700. By consulting the maps one who knows 
the number of the section and of the block in which the 
property he is seeking is situated can easily locate it. The 
books of conveyances and mortgages, in which records have 
been entered since the block system was adopted, are ar- 
ranged by sections and chronologically within each section. 
Elaborate indexes are also prepared for them; hence, not- 
withstanding their vast number and rapid increase, the work 
of consulting them is made very simple. The total number 
of volumes which have been filled since the block system 
was adopted is 656 of conveyances, 900 of mortgages, and 
37 miscelli^neous. 

The number of chattel mortgages which have been filed 
in this office is so vast that it is impossible to keep a detailed 
record of them. 

OFFICE OF THE SURROGATE. 

In the surrogate's office wills and other documents are 
copied into volumes of 500 pages each. There are 630 vol- 
umes of wills, beginning about 1660 and continuing to the 
present time; 231 volumes of letters of administration (vol- 
ume 1 missing), extending from 1774 to the present time; 
14 volumes of letters of administration with will annexed; 
95 volumes of letters of guardianship; 159 volumes of 
records of deeds on accounting; 172 volumes of records of 
orders; 14 volumes of real-estate proceedings; 7 volumes 
of renunciations of executors; 19 volumes of records of 
bonds since May 1, 1890; 168 guardian bond books; 350 
volumes of administration bonds; 129 volumes of letters 
testamentary; 28 volumes of orders appointing special 
guardians on probate proceedings; 15 volumes of orders 
appointing special guardians on accounting proceedings; 35 
volumes of orders of public citations. There are also 225 
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volumes of minutes of cases, preserved in typewritten form 
from stenographers' notes. Volumes 1 to 67 of wills, and 
many others of later dates, have been copied, because through 
wear they were becoming illegible. The originals, however, 
are preserved, and are for the most part in pretty good con- 
dition. Historically, much of the most valuable material 
found with the records of wills is in the inventories of 
property which were filed with them. Of these there are 
many, some of them of great length, in the volumes. But 
besides these, two volumes of inventories exist uncopied in 
the office, and their contents are of great interest. Entries 
in them fall between the dates 1730 and 1752 (488 pages), 
and 1776 and 1786 (662 pages), respectively. 

The original papers, which are copied into the books just 
referred to, are also filed in this office under the same classi- 
fication as the books. The oldest package of wills here (origi- 
nal papers) dates, so far as part of its contents is concerned, 
from 1662. 

Elaborate indexes exist for all series of books in the office 
which are open to public inspection. 

JUDICIAL RECORDS. 

The judicial records of New York County are exceed- 
ingly voluminous. They will be found in the criminal 
courts building, Centre street, and in the county court- 
house, under the immediate care of the county clerk. For 
some years back a brief record of the cases which passed 
through the office, called a register of felonies, has been 
kept in the office of the district attorney. Since 1896 this 
has been kept in greater detail. In books provided for the 
purpose a complete record is entered of every case which 
comes into the office, of every stage in the case, and of its 
final disposition. 

Deposited with the New York Historical Society are the 
minutes of the court of quarter sessions of the peace of 
the city and county of New York, from February, 1684, to 
August, 1762. They fill three volumes, folio, two of which 
contain about 550 pages each, and the other about 175 
pages. The volumes are bound in vellum and the records 
elegantly kept. 
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In the office of the clerk of the court of general sessions 
is a complete file of the minute books of that court from 
February, 1790, to date; also of the minute books of the 
court of oyer and terminer from 1784 to 1896. Volumi- 
nous series of filed papers are here — of coroners' inquests 
from 1784 to date, with names of coroners and jurors; of 
indictments disposed of from 1774 to date; of bonds given 
in all criminal cases, whether before a grand jury, in a 
police court, or in sessions, from 1784 to date; of affidavits 
made before magistrates for complaints from 1784 to date; 
and of grand- jury dismissals. In this record room papers 
and books are admirably arranged and kept, metal file cases 
being used. 

Respecting the records of the court of special sessions, 
which tries misdemeanors, prior to its reorganization in 
1895, little definite information could be obtained. It was 
stated that files of affidavits and of all papers connected with 
cases tried since 1895 are complete and arranged. Such 
papers exist for the years 1873 to 1895, but are not well 
arranged. Papers prior to 1873 are incomplete and in con- 
fusion. Minute books of the court from 1869 are in the 
office, but those of earlier date were said to be inaccessible 
and were supposed to be incomplete. 

Judicial records of even greater extent are in the vaults 
and other apartments of the county court-house. In an 
alcove in one of the rooms of the basement is a large mass of 
original records of the supreme court in the eighteenth 
century. They appear to consist almost wholly of judg- 
ments, pleas, and recognizances. Some extracts of fines 
appear, but in limited numbers. These records are beauti- 
fully written on parchment, and form, in the technical sense, 
rolls. The entries in them also refer to business of the 
entire province. They are loosely tied in bundles, briefly 
labeled, and thrust indiscriminately into this alcove, where 
they have lain unnoticed and uncared for till the dust which 
has accumulated upon them has become so thick as to repel 
any but the most persistent inquirer. Large numbers of 
minute books of the supreme court during the eighteenth 
century are stored in various places in these rooms, but they 
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too are left utterly neglected, without order, and thickly 
covered with dust. Some of these are rough minutes, but 
the greater part are engrossed. AH are ledgers of some 400 
pages each. A hasty examination was made of more than 20 
of these, falling between the dates 1714 and 1793. 

Nearly 250 volumes of minutes of sessions of tlie supreme 
court in New York County since about 1850 are also stored 
here. Here also are about 40 large volumes, entitled "Ge- 
neva, Utica, and Albany Judgments," of dates mostly between 
1830 and 1850. Two hundred and fifty volumes or more of 
common rule books of the supreme court, belonging to the 
present century, are here, together with nearly 50 writ or 
precipe books bearing dates between 1728 and 1791. 

A few volumes of rough minutes of chancery, belonging 
mostly to the early years of the nineteenth century, are also 
to be found here. Court calendars, records of the sheriflf's 
office, jury lists, sales books, bill books, fee books of the 
county clerk's office, minutes of sittings, register of searchers, 
are the titles of other series which are here in whole or in 
part, but in great disorder. 

Four minute books of the city or mayor's court have also 
been noted, between the dates 1714 and 1765. These are pre- 
sumably rough drafts of minutes which, in an engrossed 
form, are in an upper room of the same building. Twenty- 
seven volumes, entitled "Common Pleas in the Mayor's 
Court," begin with the year 1797 and continue through the 
early years of the nineteenth century. 

But the great bulk of matter stored in these basement 
rooms consists of filed papers. There are many thousand 
files arranged on shelves, which rise from floor to ceiling and 
fill many rooms. These files contain the original papers 
connected with all varieties of business done by the supreme 
court in the county during the nineteenth century. Each 
file is labeled with the date and the character of the docu- 
ments it contains. Orders, judgments (in both equity and 
law), decrees, opinions, depositions, bonds, excise bonds, 
bills of costs, oaths, reports and exceptions, applications for 
and admissions to the bar, and pleadings appear upon the 
labels as important and voluminous series among the files. 
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Pleadings run back in ample series to 1783. Extensive files 
contain the original papers of the mayor's court from 1683 
to 1845. 

Among these records also are 20 volumes of returns of 
the census of New York City for 1855, and 24 volumes of 
similar returns for 1870. Vast quantities of election returns, 
poll lists, and similar matter of recent date, also of census 
returns during the past twenty years, are stacked in these 
vaults. This is by far the largest repository of records in 
the city, and in it, except so far as the filed papers are 
concerned, great disorder prevails. 

In the record room of the supreme court, in the upper 
part of the same building, are all except the first volume of 
the minutes of the mayor's court of the city of New York. 
The first volume is said to be in the office of the clerk of the 
common council. The second volume of the series — the first 
in this record room — begins with November 13, 1674, and 
the series continues in 31 volumes (with 1 volume of rough 
minutes) to 1768. One volume of sheriff's records also 
appears for the years 1701-1706; it contains writs, attach- 
ments, executions, etc. For the years between 1768 and 
1784 only one volume, labeled ''Dockets, 1774-1786," 
appears. In February, 1784, the minutes begin again and 
continue in 31 volumes to April, 1821. All except a few of 
the volumes of this entire series are large, containing about 
500 pages each. 

With May, 1821, begin the minutes of the common pleas 
of the city and county of New York. These continue from 
that date to 1895, and are contained in some 191 volumes 
of from 500 to 600 pages each. Five volumes of dockets of 
judgments of the mayor's court are here, beginning in 1787 
and ending in 1822. The dockets of judgments of the com- 
mon pleas then begin and continue till 1895, in 56 large 
volumes. Other record books of the same court are: 

40 volumes of clerks' registers, 1866-1896. 
35 volumes of order books, 1860-1895. 

2 volumes of record of wills proven, 1817-1892. 

18 volumes of judgment books, 1848-1895. 
405 volumes of foreclosure rolls, common pleas, from about 1845 to 1895. 
243 volumes of partition records. 

69 volumes of referees' reports of sales. 
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A few other miscellaneous record books and a large num- 
ber of files of papers of the court of common pleas are also 
found here. 

In the same room are also the minute books of the superior 
court of New York from 1848 to 1895. These are entitled 
''Court Papers," and are in 40 large volumes. Forty-eight 
other volumes of minute and order books of the same court 
in chambers, special term, trial term, and equity term since 
about 1890 are also here, together with a considerable 
quantity of filed papers of the same court. 

In the oflSce of the county clerk itself the following series 
of books are kept: 

Chancery registers, 1787-1824. 47 voIh. 
Chancery minutes, 1727-1824. 63 vols. 
Vice-chancery registers, 1824-1860. 26 vols. 
Vice-chancery minutes, 1830-1850. 126 vols. 
Supreme court registers, 1850 to date. 69 vols. 
Supreme court minutes, 1850 to date. 200 vols. 
Index to chancery judgments, 1764-1847. 1 vol. 
Vice-chancery index, 1823-1850. 1 vol. 
Supreme court index, 1850 to date. 8 vols. 
Index to bonds, 1786 to date. 20 vols. 
Referees' reports, 1850 to date. 13 vols. 
Record of lis pendens, 1823 to date. 835 vols. 
Equity judgments, 1885 to date. 216 vols. 
General assignments, 1860 to date. 69 vols. 
Incorporations, indexes, 1800 to date. 27 vols. 
Limited partnership, 1822 to date. 36 vols. 
Continued use of firm name, 1886 to date. 7 vols. 
Incorporations. 125 vols. 

Payment of capital stock, 1800 to date. 17 vols. 
Record of convictions, 1885 to date. 4 vols. 
Insolvent assignments, 1866 to date. 7 vols. 
Sheriffs' sales, 1800 to date. 32 vols. 
Indexes to conveyances, 1750 to date. 7 vols. 
Insolvent debtors, 1823 to date. 12 vols. 
Block index, 1894 to date. 67 vols. 
Miscellaneous records, 1830 to date. 8 vols. 
Other miscellaneous records of various dates. 26 vols. 
Executions, 1814 to date. 30 vols. 
Inventories and accounts, 1832 to date. 2 vols. 
Court papers, 1891 to date. 25 vols. 
Notices of appeal, 1877 to date. 4 vols. 
Depositions, 1848 to date. 2 vols. 
Commissions, 1848 to date. 3 vols. 
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Habeas corpus and mandamus, 1853 to date. 2 vols. 

Remittiturs, 1851 to date. 4 vols. 

Cases and exceptions, 1844 to date. 4 vols. 

Findings, 1895 to date. 1 vol. 

Street openings, 1816 to date. 2 vols. 

Physicians and surgeons, 1880 to date. 4 vols. 

Dentistry, 1879 to date. 3 vols. 

In the docket and search departments are about 180 
volumes of indexes to sheriffs' and marshals' sales, gen- 
eral assignments, appointments of receivers in supple- 
mentary proceedings, insolvent assignments, absconding 
debtors, collectors' bonds, homestead exemptions, unsafe 
building liens, liens on vessels, and equity suits. In the 
same department are 620 volumes of dockets of judgments, 
1785 to date, and 96 volumes of dockets of mechanics' liens, 
1877 to date. 

Each of the twelve trial parts of the supreme court as 
at present organized keeps its own set of minutes, running 
back, respectively, to the dates of the organization of the 
several parts. These minutes contain for each session the 
titles of the cases, the names of the attorneys of record, the 
names of the jury impaneled and of the witnesses called, 
and the verdict. 

The present city court keeps also the usual minutes and 
docket books, but there was not time to ascertain their num- 
ber and dates. 

Kings County. 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CITY CLERK. 

The manuscript minutes of the supervisors of Kings 
County are deposited in the office of the deputy city clerk, 
each volume being indexed. The series of large ledgers 
there are numbered 4-72, inclusive. No. 4 begins with 
January, 1830, and the last entries of No. 72 were made in 
July, 1894. The ledgers contain about 500 pages each. 
Printed minutes of the board also exist since 1859. There 
is also here a large body of loose papers — vouchers, bills, 
etc. — which came from the office of the supervisors. These 
are in bundles and fill four large closets or wardrobes. 
Certain additional volumes contain salary warrants, con- 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



[143] BEPOBT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 209 

tracts, etc., of the board of supervisors. A quantity of 
sheriffs' reports entered on rolls is also here. 
' The other records of Elings County are kept in the Hall 
of Records. 

OFFICE OF THE SUBROGATE. 

In the surrogate's oflSce are — 

272 volumes of wills, 1787 to date. 

106 volumes of letters of administration, 1787 to date. 

76 volumes letters testamentary, 1830 to date. 
179 volumes administrators' bonds. 
8 volumes letters of administration with will annexed. 

90 volumes bonds of guardianship. 

52 volumes final accounts. 

8 volumes real estate papers. 

5 volumes guardians' accounts. 

4 volumes renunciations of executors. 

9 volumes orders respecting advertising for claims. 

6 volumes orders appointing special guardians. 
26 volumes surrogates' minutes, beginning in 1851. 

113 volumes stenographers' minutes of testimony taken in court. 

The office has a very large number of files of papers, 
falling under nearly all of the above heads. 

The books and records of the business done in Kings 
County under the law of the inheritance tax are also kept in 
this office. 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTER OF DEEDS. 

In the office of the register of deeds are — 

2,276 volumes conveyances, beginning about 1639. 

The first 6 of these belong to dates prior to 1800. Volume 2 contains a 
copy of the Dongan laws of 1683-84. 

2,595 volumes of mortgages, beginning about 1756. 

Some mortgages of earlier date will be found in volume 1 of convey- 
ances. One volume of mortgages (176 pp. ) , 1665-1676, contains translations 
from the Dutch records and copies of English records, made by order of 
the supervisors in 1865. 

37 volumes of chattel mortgages. 
12 volumes powers of attorney. 

1 volume contracts. 

1 volume wills. 

1 volume miscellaneous records. 

The usual files of papers accompany these records, and in 
this office and that of the surrogate the usual indexes will 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 U 
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also be found. In the oflSce of the register are also 1,957 
maps, mostly of farm lands in the county, all filed since 1800. 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. 

In the office of the county clerk are — 

54 volumew minutes of the clerk of the supreme court, l)egimiing about 

1846. 
23 volumes minutes of the clerk of the city court of Brooklyn. 

The scries closes with the alxjlition of the court in 1896. This and the 
preceding series are an index of suits at law and of the papers filed in such 
suits. 

186 volumes Lis Pendens (indexed), bej?innin^ about 1830. 
90 volumes money judgments (indexed). 

249 volumes judgment and decree books, 1830-1882. i 
152 volumes copies of judgment rolls, 1848-1888. 

2 volum€\s minutes of court of common pleas (not indexed), beginning 

about 1807 and ending about 1840. 
1 volume road and court records. 

This book coiitiiins the minutes of the court of session prior to 1703. The 
road records fall within about the same period. 

130 volumes miscellaneous records, 1847-1869. 

173 volumes mechanics' liens (indexed). 

173 volumes general assignments. 

23 volumes (indexe<l), containing records of homestead exemptions, 
collectors' bonds, mortgages to loan commissioner, insolvent 
assignments, reports of corporations, sheriffs' certificates of sale, 
foreclosures by advertisement, orders appointing receivers, and 
special proceedings. 

All of these volumes are of dates subsequent to 1800. 

4 vohnnes of muster rolls of State volunteers, 1861-1866. 

In the office also are 62(5 maps of street openings, etc. 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 

The minutes of the supervisors of Westchester County 
are in existence in both manuscript and printed form, from 
1772 to the present time, with the exception of the years 
during which the British occupied New York. 

OFFICE OF THE SURROGATE. 

In the surrogate's office books of wills begin in 1787. The 
first is a lettered series (A-Z), the volumes containing from 

250 to 500 pages each. Volume Z closes in December, 1843. 
The numbered series then begins with volume 27 and extends 
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to volume 136, bringing the I'ecord to date. Letters of ad- 
ministration begin in 1797 and fill a lettered series from A 
to X. Letters testamentary begin in 1830 and fill a lettered 
series from A to V. Letters of guardianship begin in 1802 
and fill a lettered series from A to O. Sales of real estate 
begin in 1822 and fill a lettered series from A to Q. Records 
of renunciation of executorship from 1847 to the present are 
contained in 2 volumes. Letters of administration with will 
annexed, from 1852 to the present, are contained in 3 vol- 
umes. Minutes of inventories of estates, from 1859 to date, 
are contained in 3 volumes. Ancillary letters of administra- 
tion begin in 1881 and fill part of one volume. 

Surrogates' minutes begin with January, 1830. Those 
prior to January, 1877, are contained in an alphabetical series 
(A-Z), while the minutes from that date to the present fill 
25 volumes of a numbered series. The minutes are a record 
of all orders signed by the surrogate, except those for the 
sale of real estate, for the issuance of letters and orders 
directing service of citation by publication, for appointment 
of appraisers, and designating newspapers in which notices 
to present claims should be published. Transfer tax matters 
are also separately recorded. The minutes generally con- 
tain decrees. 

Orders for citations by personal service begin in 1842 and 
continue to 1885 in volumes A to H. From that time on there 
were kept only records of citation by publication, of which 
several volumes exist. Orders for appointment of appraisers 
begin in 1842 and continue to the present in volumes A-H. 
Orders for administration begin in 1842 and continue to the 
present iyi volumes A-I. Orders for appointment of special 
guardians begin jn 1858 and continue to the present in vol- 
umes A-F. Orders for claims begin in 1863 and continue 
to the present in 7 volumes. Orders for probate of wills 
begin in 1858 and continue to 1895 in 13 volumes; since 
1895 they have been recorded with the wills. Minutes of' 
orders testamentary begin in 1863 and continue to 1896 in 
volumes A-G; minutes of accounts, 1828-1852, in volumes 
A-D. Various books of executors' and administrators' 
oaths are here. One book contains entries of wills proved 
before the county judge, 1855-1862. A few books contain 
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orders for the appointment of special guardians. One thin 
volume contains records of the court of common pleas for 
Westchester County, sitting at Bedford in 1800 and 1809, 
at Sing Sing in 1818, and again at Bedford in 1826. In it 
are proceedings concerning certain wills. 
The following original papei-s are on file in this office: 

Real estate papers, 1782 to date. 
Administration papers, 1782 to date. 
Inventories, 1782 to date. 
Executors* accountings, 1782 to date. 
Probate paj)ers, 1782 to date. 
Administrators' accountings, 1787 to date. 
Guardians' final accounts, 1837 to date. 

The number of files is large in all except the last-named 
series. 

OFFICE OF THE REGISTER OF DEEDS. 

In the office of the register of deeds are 1,547 volumes of 
deeds, 1,245 volumes of mortgages, and 190 volumes of dis- 
charges of mortgages, all of about 450 pages each. Book A 
of deeds is entitled, '*' A Booke of Records for the County of 
Westchester in the Province of New York, begun the 20th 
day of February, Anno Dom. 1684-5." This book is to a 
large extent filled with deeds, wills, agreements, bills of sale, 
records of marriages, etc., executed before justices of the 
peace and recorded by and for them. Among the records 
in the volume is a commission of justices of the peace of 
Westchester County, issued by Governor Dongan, October 2, 
1685. Many important deeds of manors or parts of manors 
in Westchester are recorded here, some of which have been 
printed in the histories of the county. The book contains 
303 pages, and entries in it close December, 1688. Book B, 
399 pages, begins October, 1688, and closes March, 1699. 
The records in it ai'e of the same important and miscellane- 
ous character as those in Book A. Book C, 440 pages, 
extends from 1699 to 1707, and contains many important 
miscellaneous records, besides deeds. Book D, 111 pages, 
continues from 1707 to January, 1713. On the reverse 
pages of about one-half the volume are recorded minutes of 
the court of common pleas and general sessions of the peace 
of Westchester County, from June, 1713, to June, 1723. 
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With Book E, 1710-1724, 449 pages, the miscellaneous 
records for the most part disappear. The records of mort- 
gages begin with January, 1755. Records of discharges of 
mortgages begin with 1830. All these series continue to 
the present time. The usual index volumes of grantees 
and grantors, mortgagees and mortgagors, are also here. 

In the basement of the county court-house are files of 
coroners' inquests from 1850 to the present time; also 
records of money judgments of the supreme court from 
1847 to 1883 (judgments of the supreme court going back at 
least to 1802), and transcripts of judgments of the supreme 
court from 1842 to 1892. Election returns, applications for 
licenses, juror returns, judgments of the court of common 
pleas, and mechanics' liens are also here in considerable 
quantities, all in bundles, unarranged and covered with dust. 
They are said to have been kept for years in a damp vault, 
but later were brought into this room, which is tolerably 
dry. Several original books of deeds, which have been 
copied, are also here. 

The county possesses a collection of about 1,200 maps. 

Queens County. 

Manuscript minutes of the board of supervisors are in 
existence from May 17, 1788, to the present time, in 14 
volumes of about 500 pages each. The minutes since 1871 
are in print. The manuscript minutes are in the county 
court-house. Long Island City. There also are the original 
papers — contracts, bills, vouchers, etc. — of the board since 
1880, None of their original papers for dates earlier than 
1880 have been found. 

The rest of the records of Queens County are in the 
offices of the county clerk and surrogate, at Jamaica. They 
consist of wills, deeds, and judicial records. Book A of 
deeds contains wills as well as deeds. Regular entries of 
both begin in 1683, those of deeds continuing till 1703, 
those of wills to 1713. Miscellaneous entries also appear in 
considerable numbers, as agreements, discharges from obli- 
gations to pay the debts of deceased persons, releases from 
obligations of guardianship, records of elections of county 
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treasurers, and statements passing the accounts of outgoing 
treasurers. The book contains about 240 pages, more than 
one-half of which are filled with copies of wills. Book B, 
in two parts, with a total of 1,160 pages, contains only 
deeds. Entries in this fall between 1684 and 1714. Book C, 
containing about 670 pages, has many miscellaneous entries 
in addition to its deeds. Entries of deeds begin June 5, 
1714, and continue till July 5, 1724; then after a break come 
others from October, 1755, to March, 1785. This part of 
the book contains 418 pages. The miscellaneous entries 
include various records of the laying out of highways (Sep- 
tember, 1703-March, 1717, and May, 1765), wills (1714, 1715, 
1720-1726, some later than 1750), letters of administration, 
letters of guardianship, etc. Book D, 492 pages, contains 
some records of the laying out of highways, but consists 
mainly of entries of deeds, 1725-1765. Book E, 557 pages, 
contains entries of deeds from July, 1765, to February, 
1788. No entries appear between the dates June 15, 1776, 
and May 2, 1778, and they are few between the latter date 
and 1780. None of the later books of the series call for 
special mention. They are all filled exclusively with deeds. 
The letter series continues till 1830. Then follows a double- 
lettered series (A A, etc.), continuing till 1840. Then comes 
the numbered series, beginning with No. 52 and continuing 
to the present time. Book 1232 closes with April 9, 1900. 

Books of mortgages begin in 1754. The lettered series 
(A-Z) continues to 1835. Then follows a double-lettered 
series, as in the deeds, extending to 1848. Then begins the 
numbered series, with No. 51, and continues to the present. 
Book 824 closes with April 16, 1900. One hundred and 
eighteen books are filled with records of discharges of 
mortgages (January, 1830-November, 1899). Fifty-five 
books of notices of pendency of action extend from June, 
1827, to the present time. 

The usual elaborate indexes of grantees, grantors, mort- 
gagees and mortgagors, are to be found here. The collec- 
tion of county maps exceeds 1,000 in number, and for it an 
index has been prepared. 

In the same office are the abundant judicial records of the 
county. First to be noted are the minute books of the court 
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of common pleas from May, 1784, to June, 1791; November, 
1791, to June, 1808; parts of 1808, 1809, and 1812; Novem- 
ber, 1808, to June, 1822; November, 1822, to June, 1832; 
June, 1832, to June, 1838; June, 1838, to November, 1846; 
and June, 1841, to July, 1847. Here also — and they are to 
a large extent kept in the same books as the above — are 
minutes of the court of general sessions from June, 1788, 
to June, 1790; November, 1808, to June, 1822; and Novem- 
ber, 1822, to November, 1828. A distinct series, entitled 
"Minute Books of General Sessions of the Peace," extends 
from 1829 to 1900, in 8 volumes, averaging more than 400 
pages each. Minutes of the court of oyer and terminer, 
1834-1897, fill 4 volumes. Records of the circuit court, 
1815-1847, exist here in 2 volumes; also minutes of the 
county court from 1847 to the present time, in 6 volumes. 
Minutes of the supreme court (circuit court and special 
term), 1862-1897, fill 5 volumes of about 450 pages each. 
Coroners' inquests are filed here from 1844 to the present 
time, with an index in 2 volumes. Four books of records 
of sheriffs' sales are here, beginning with April, 1857. One 
hundred and seven volumes of common rule books of the 
supreme court, with indexes, cover the period 1847 to Feb- 
ruary, 1900. There are various index volumes of dockets, 
judgments, and decrees, from 1860 down; also volumes of 
entries of mechanics' liens, collectors' bonds, affidavits, 
notices of mortgage sales, certificates of incorporation 
(beginning with 1881), sheriffs' certificates, and coroners' 
returns (beginning 1896). One volume contains an index of 
chattel mortgages (Queens County) from 1835 to 1897. 
Another contains an index to chattel mortgages (town of 
Flushing) from 1886 to 1897. Three volumes contain the 
same record for Newtown, 1849-1897. One volume con- 
tains a record of the incorporation of churches in Queens 
County, October, 1836, to June, 1867. Another contains 
minutes of the commissioners of excise of the county from 
May 3, 1857, to August 6, 1869. 

In the oflSce also are copies of a part of the records of the 
towns of the county — Jamaica, Newtown, Flushing, Hemp- 
stead, North Hempstead, and Oyster Bay. These copies, 
which were made under the supervision of the county clerk, 
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contain only the entries relating to land, and such collateral 
subjects as highways. In the case of some of the towns the 
copies have not been finished. The copies from the Jamaica 
records fill 2 books; those from the Newtown records, 6 
books and pail of a seventh; those from the Flushing rec- 
ords, a part of 1 book; those from the Hempstead records, 
nearly 5 books; those from the North Hempstead records, 
nearly 5 books; those from the records of Oyster Bay, 12 
books. The copies begin with the earliest records and 
come down, in most cases, to some date in the nineteenth 
century. The books are, for the most part, indexed. 

The record of wills in the surrogate's oflBce begins with 
May, 1787, and continues to date in two series of books, the 
first of which is lettered (A-G), and the second numbered 
(1-66). The series of letters testamentary begins in 1830 
and continues to the present in lettered volumes (A-U). 
Letters of administration begin in 1787 and continue to the 
present, also in a lettered series (A-Y). Special letters of 
administration begin in 1838, and fill 3 books. Letters of 
guardianship begin in 1802 and continue to the present in a 
lettered series (A-M). A series of 20 volumes contains 
accounts of executors and administrators since 1835. A 
series containing bonds of guardians is also kept. Thirty- 
nine volumes contain the surrogates' minutes from 1830 to 
the present time. Inventories have been filed since 1785; 
records of sales of real estate, since 1803. There are the 
usual indexes. 

In the oflSce of the county treasurer the only records of 
importance are assessment rolls, which go back only to 1857. 
Part of these are now in the county court-house and part in 
the borough hall. 

RICHMOND COUNTY. 

In a safe in the surrogate's oflice at Richmond are ten 
manuscript volumes of supervisors' minutes, beginning No- 
vember 12, 1851, and closing February 17, 1890. The 
minutes of the board from February 26, 1890, to February 
15, 1897, in six volumes, are in the oflSce of the deputy city 
clerk, West Brighton. The earlier volumes of supervisors' 
minutes, extending back to the period of the Revolution, 
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are in private hands. Minutes of this board have been 
printed since 1870. 

In the safe in the surrogate's oflSce are also several bun- 
dles and files of original papers of the supervisors, falling 
between the dates 1859-1875, and 1890-1893; but they a^e 
evidently by no means complete. A daybook is also here 
containing accounts between the supervisors and the four 
towns in the county, 1838-1860. There is a volume of 
minutes of superintendents of the poor of Richmond County, 
January, 1863-June, 1890. 

In the oflSce of the deputy city clerk are two volumes of 
the journal of the county treasurer, 1877-1882; records of the 
board of excise, 1892-1896; minutes of the board of excise, 
1895; various receipts, vouchers, and other account books. 

In the oflSce of the county clerk at Richmond* are the 
deeds, mortgages, and judicial records of the county. The 
oldest book of deeds, 634 pages, begins with 1683 and ends 
with 1719. It purports to contain entries of "all wills, 
inventories, grants, deeds, mortgages, and other convey- 
ances of land upon Staten Island in the county aforesaid, 
recorded and kept by his Royal Highness' authority, etc." 
As in the other counties, only one county book was kept 
at the beginning, and it contains a variety of miscella- 
neous records — leases, agreements, letters of trust, special 
bequests, letters of attorney, mortgages, and surveys. With 
the close of the second book of the series, entries in which 
end with 1734, miscellaneous records disappear, and only 
deeds are recorded. A lettered series of volumes (A-Z) 
closes with August, 1836. Then begins the numbered series 
(No. 1, April, 1836), which continues to the present time, 
in about 300 volumes. 

Books of mortgages begin with 1759. The lettered series 
(A-Z) closes with May, 1841; then the numbered series 
begins (No. 1) and continues to the present, in 214 vol- 
umes. A lis pendens series of 18 volumes is also here, 
extending from January, 1830, to January, 1900. Dis- 
charges of mortgages begin in March, 1822, and extend, in 
31 volumes, to January, 1900. The usual indexes have 
also been prepared. • 
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The index volume shows that there are a})out 800 county 
maps, while certain atlases of the county are also kept here. 

Among the judicial records of the county in this office are 
three interesting old books. The first contains records from 
October, fBSO, to May, 1760, one entry appearing as early 
as February, 1678. The early part of this book is filled 
with records of the court of constable and overseers, held 
"on Staten Island" during the period from October, 1680, 
to February, 1682. These records fill nearly the whole of 
the first 57 pages. Occasionally blank spaces are filled with 
miscellaneous entries of later dates (1730, 1771, 1774, etc.) — 
earmarks of cattle and reports on the laying out of roads. 
Nearly all the entries after page 57 belong to the eighteenth 
century, and are miscellaneous in character, including some 
records of meetings of the freeholders for the election of 
constables, collectors, assessors, supervisors, and surveyors. 
The county was then divided into the north division, south 
division, and west division, and a distinct set of officials 
appears for each. The next book contains records of the 
courts of general sessions of the peace and of common pleas 
of the county from March, 1711, to March, 1744. In the 
third book of the series the records of these two courts are 
continued from September, 1745, to September, 1775. Then 
occurs a break till 1784. In May of that year sessions of 
the court of general sessions were resumed, but under State 
authority. After a few entries there is another break until 
September, 1795. The record then continues without inter- 
ruption till April, 1813. 

Of the more recent judicial records the following may be 
mentioned: County court rule books (2 volumes), from 1848 
to the present time; supreme court rule books (7 volumes), 
from 1848 to the present time; supreme court minutes, cir- 
cuit court (1 volume partly filled), September, 1847-Novem- 
ber, 1861; minutes of supreme court in equity (1 volume), 
August, 1847-June, 1853; various docket books of the 
supreme court and records of powers of attorney; certificates 
of sheriffs' sales (2 volumes, the second partly filled), October, 
1857, to the present cime; record of general assignments (1 
volume), July, 1860, to the present time; orders appointing 
receivers (1 volume), July, 1862, to the present time; certifi- 
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^cates of incoi'poration (2 volumes), March, 1881, to the 
present time; list of notaries public (1 volume), 1880 to the 
present time. 

In the surrogate's office the record of wills begins with 
May 23, 1787, and continues to date in a lettered series of 
volumes (A-Z), and a numbered series (vols. 1-6). A vol- 
ume labeled "Miscellaneous Proceedings to May, 1830," 
contains letters of administration from April, 1787, to 1826; 
letters of guardianship from May, 18Q2, to March, 1828; 
and proceedings for the sale of real estate of insolvent intes- 
tates, from November, 1801, to January, 1830. The series 
then continues, through volumes 1, 2, and 3, to 1849. To 
that date the volumes contain letters of administration, let- 
ters testamentar}^ and letters of guardianship. In volume 
3 are also letters of administration, with wills annexed, to 
1878. In 1878 begins a separate volume containing a con- 
tinuation of entries of this kind, reaching to the present 
time. With the close of volume 3 of the original series, at 
1849, three distinct series were begun: (1) Letters of ad- 
ministration, 8 volumes, September, 1849, to date; (2) Let- 
ters testamentary, 7 volumes, October, 1849, to date; (3) , 
Letters of guardianship, 3 volumes, September, 1849, to 
date. Fifteen volumes of surrogates' minutes are here, 
beginning April, 1830, and closing January, 1883. From 
the latter date to the present time the minutes are continued 
in a series of volumes entitled ''Orders and Decrees." 
The originals of many of the wills are also filed here. 

RECORDS OF THE TOWNS AND VILLAGES WHICH HAVE BEEN 
INCORPORATED WITHIN THE PRESENT CITY OF NEW 
YORK. 

Reference has already been made to the records of the 
village and town of Brooklyn and the village of Astoria. 
It is now necessary to pass in review those of the towns 
and villages which have at different times been absorbed by 
Brooklyn and New York. The records of most of these 
have in part disappeared, and in some cases they have wholly 
or almost wholly eluded discovery by the present writer. 
While somewhat extended inquiries have been made con- 
cerning their whereabouts, there has not been time to 
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investigate the matter exhaustively, nor has it been thought 
necessary to do so at this juncture. It is not improbable 
that many of these records exist in private hands, and that 
the publication of this report may lead to their production 
or discovery. Certainly the historical interest attaching to 
them is superior to that belonging to many of the records 
which are preserved in the cities, and it is to be hoped that an 
effective effort will be made to recover and keep all of them 
which may be in existence. 

I. — Records op the Towns and Villages which were Annexed to 

THE FORMER CiTY OF BROOKLYN. 

WiUiamahurg. — The city of Williamsburg was annexed 
to Brooklyn at the close of 1854. It had then been a city 
only two years. Its records, and those of the town and 
village which preceded it, so far as their existence has been 
ascertained, are preserved in the office of the city clerk, 
Borough Hall, Brooklyn, while a few are in the basement of 
the same building. The minutes of the trustees of the vil- 
lage of Williamsburg are there, from June 28, 1837, to Jan- 
uary 5, 1852, the latter being the date on which Williams- 
burg became a city. These volumes are of large ledger 
si^e, containing nearly 700 pages each. The entries at the 
beginning of the first volun^e show that earlier volumes 
existed, but they are not here. There is a ledger of the 
village, entries in which begin in 1828 and continue to about 
1850. It contains accounts respecting wells, pumps, street 
paving, fire department, cabs, and a great variety of other 
matters. Another large ledger has survived, the entries in 
which continue from and after 1834. Five large books 
entitled ''Village Tax" give apparently full lists of resi- 
dents and taxable property for the years 1847 to 1851, 
inclusive. 

Among the records in the basement of Borough Hall are 
various books of accounts of the village of Williamsburg — 
a journal with entries from 1838 to 1848; a daybook with 
entries from 1831 to 1846; warrants, 1849 to 1851; collect- 
ors' books, 1849 to 1851; a ledger for street openings, pav- 
ing, etc., 1847 to 1849, and tax books. 

In the office of the city clerk is a book of town records of 
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Williamsburg. This begins April 7, 1842, with a record of 
a town election of that date and an election return. The 
book is filled chiefly with brief records of the filing of chat- 
tel mortgages, bills of sale, bonds and oaths of officials, and 
marriages by the local justice of the peace. The journal of 
one meeting of the school commissioners appeai*s. This was 
apparently the record book of Leonard T. Coles, first as 
supervisor and then as justice of the peace. 
The records of the city of Williamsburg consist of — 

Minutes of the common council, from Jan. 5,. 1852, to Aug. 8, 1853, 781 

pp., and from Oct. 23, 1854, to Dec. 30, 1854, 193 pp. 
Minutes of the aldermen, from Aug. 22, 1853, to Oct. 16, 1854, 625 pp. 
2 volumes indexes to the above minutes. 
2 volumes rough minutes of the alderme»), 1852 and 1853. 
1 volume partly filled with ordinances of the city, passed in 1852 and 
1853, 75 pp. 

An ordinance of special importance was for the regrulation of the police 
department. 

1 voliime of reports of standing and special committees and depart- 
ments, from Jan. 10, 1853, to May 29, 1854, 623 pp. 
This is a book of great value. 

1 volume entitled "Greneral Account, Controller's Office.'* 

This covers the entire period of the existence of Williamsburg as a city. 

6 tax books of the city for the levy of a county tax. 

No files of papers were found. 

Bushwich. — Of the records of the former town of Bush- 
wick no trace has been found, though the opinion is ex- 
pressed that some of them are still in existence. 

Wew Lots. — ^The same statement as above must be made 
concerning the records of the former town of New Lots. 
The records of births, deaths, and marriages in this town, 
together with those of Flatbush, Flatlands, Gravesend, and 
New Utrecht, for a few years prior to 1895, are in the office 
of the board of health of Brooklyn. 

Flatbush^ Flatlands^ Gravesend^ and New Utrecht, — The 
most valuable parts of the records of Flatbush, Flatlands, 
Gravesend, and New Utrecht, which were annexed to Brook- 
lyn in 1895, are preserved in the office of the commissioner 
of records of Kings County. The rest, which relate to mat- 
ters of recent date and of particular importance to the 
finance department, are at present in the office of the comp- 
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troller. The early re(;ords of these towns, with the excep- 
tion of Gravesend, are in Dutch, but these it is the intention 
of the commissioner of records of Kings County to have 
translated in full. The old English records, so far as con- 
tained in books, will be copied and indexed. The records 
of the four towns, so far as accessible in the two offices men- 
tioned, are entered here, reference to the entry being made 
in the report on the Dutch records of the State. 

Of the Dutch records of Flatbush, two volumes of court 
minutes, comprised within the years 1659-1()1)5, have sur- 
vived, and also five volumes of town records, containing min- 
utes of town meetings, deeds, and miscellaneous entries, 
falling between the years 1666 and 1826. These volumes 
contain frotil 90 to 320 pages each. The English records of 
the town, so far as they appear to have been preserved, con- 
sist of two volume of minutes of the town })oard and other 
records (1819-1851, 1875-1882);' one volume of minutes of 
school trustees; seven volumes of reports of the supervisor 
of the town, containing his accounts as audited by the board 
of town auditors (January, 1886-June, 1894); minutes of the 
board of health (September, 1871— December, 1886); records 
of justices' court (October, 1887-December, 1892); tax lists 
of the town for 1877, 1879-1882, and 1884. 

The Dutch records of Flatlands consist of only 2 books — 
road records, 1684-1719, and deeds and town records, 1674- 
1681. Those in English are— 

2 volumes records of town meetings, 178:i-1867, 1857-1895. 

Minutes of the town board, 1892-1895. 

Minutes of the oyster board, 1893-1895. 

Minutes of the license board, 1891-1893. 

2 minute books of the board of health, June, 1880-De(^, 1895. 

Election returns, Apr., 1799-Nov., 1845. 

This latter record was kept pursuant to an act of March 27, 1799, and con- 
tains interesting returns of the votes of the town in general elections. 

There are also an account book of the supervisor, April, 
1853-December, 1888, and a military roll, October, 1865. 

The records of Gravesend are wholly in English. They 
consist of — 

1 volume town records to 1653. 
1 volume town records, 1653-1669. 
1 volume town records, 1656-1844. 
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1 volume town records, 1662-1699. 

1 volume town records, 1672-1685. 

1 volume town records, 1645-1701. 

1 volume town records, 1704-1871. 

3 volumes records of town meetings, 1873-1894. 

1 volume records of town board, 1873-1883. 

1 volume records of schools for 1830-1841, and records of births of slaves, 

1799-1819. 
1 volume records of schools, undated. 

5 volumes minutes of board of health. May, 1887-Aug. , 1893. 
1 volume minutes of town auditors, Aug., 1879-July, 1893. 
1 volume record of trustees of common loan, 1880-1894. 
1 volume minutes of board of health, acting as sewer commissioners, 1885 

and 1886. 
1 volume minutes of street improvement loan board, 1892-1894. 

Of the record books of New Utrecht only two are in Dutch, 
viz, 1 volume of town records beginning in 1657, and 1 small 
volume of deeds and miscellaneous instruments, 1661-1686. 
The English records of this town consist of — 

1 volume road records, 1704-1869. . 

1 volume records of highway commissioners, 1870. 

1 volume records of town meetings, oaths, bonds, etc., 1831-1876. 

1 volume records of town meetings, 1877-1894. 

2 volumes chattel mortgagee, 1850-1894. 

1 volume assessors' record of drainage, 1871. 

2 volumes supervisors' accounts, 1822-1873. 

1 volume accounts of supervisor with schools, 1856-1872. 
1 volume oaths of office, 1885-1894. 

3 volumes military roll, 1851-1872. 

In addition to the record books of these towns, there are 
on file in the office of the record commissioner of Kings 
County 19,240 miscellaneous papers, such as oaths, bonds, 
acceptances and resignations of office, etc., divided as fol- 
lows: Flatbush, 5,867; Flatlands, 3,725; Gravesend, 4,814; 
New Utrecht, 4,337; miscellaneous, 497. 

The volumes of the Dutch and early English records of 
these towns vary much in size, some containing more than 
300 pages and others less than 100 pages. The larger num- 
ber of them, however, contain more than 100 pages of writ- 
ten matter. 
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II. — Records of the Towns and Villages which wbbe Annexed to 
THE Former City of New York. 

In order to form the present borough of the Bronx, the 
following local jurisdictions have been wholly or in part 
extinguished by annexation to the city: The villages of 
Morrisania and Williamsbridge, the towns of Kingsbridge 
and West Farms, with parts of Eastchester and Pelham, and 
the borough and town of Westchester. Some of these 
jurisdictions were annexed to New York in 1874, the others 
in 1895. No additional territory in this region was taken 
in at the time the charter of 1897 went into force. The 
records of this region have been hard to discover, and to 
only a part of them has access been gained. 

The records of these localities, so far as they have been 
found, are now partly in the municipal building of the 
Bronx, partly in the office of the controller of New York 
City, partly in the office of the register of New York County, 
partly in the office of the corporation counsel, partly in the 
offices of the town clerks of Eastchester and Pelham, and 
partly in private hands. 

The local records in the municipal building of the Bronx 
are wholly of a financial character. They consist (1) of 
special assessment lists for improvements — opening and 
grading of streets, sewers, etc. — in the towns and villages 
which were annexed to New York City under the act of 
1874, and also continuing for the same region from 1875 
to the present time. They are very numerous, and fill 
altogether some ninety racks. The oldest of the lists is an 
assessment and report of the commissioners appointed by 
the county court of Westchester to estimate and assess the 
expense of extending Union street, in West Morrisania, 
March, 1866. The document gives the numbers of lots, 
quantity of land, value of land, names of owners, and 
assessment. All of the other lists are of the same general 
character, and relate to improvements in territory which lay 
within what was originally Morrisania. (2) Certain assess- 
ment rolls of the annexed district of 1895. These are 
assessment rolls of the town of Westchester for years 
between 1861 and 1878, and records of tax sales of the same 
town from 1863 to 1894. A few other books of financial 
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record, of slight importance, complete the list in this 
building. 

In the office of the controller are: 

15 files of papers relating to the village of Williamsbridge before annex- 
ation. 

About one-half of these are vouchers and paid warrants. The rest are 
miscellaneous papers relating to the incorporation of the village, as legal 
opinions, reports of village oflBcers, contracts, proposals, specifications, 
papers relating to elections, letters to and from village officials, oaths of 
office, notices of public meetings, petitions, appointments, warrants, etc. 
These documents fall within the period of about ten years prior to 18ft5, at 
which time the annexation of Williamsbridge to New York City occurred. 

16 files labeled ** Records of Morrisania." 

These begin in 1868, and consist of bills i>aid, reports, letters, and other 
communications. The papers are quite numerous, each file being large 
and full. The business referred to is of the same general nature as that of 
Williamsbridge, supra. They cover somewhat more than half the period of 
the existence of Morrisania as a village, i. e., 1864 to 1874. 

Various assessment rolls and poll lists of Morrisania, 1863-1868. 
5 files Ind a considerable quantity of unassorted original papers of the 
town of Westchester during the later years of its history. 

These are of the same miscellaneous character as those of the villages 
just referred to. 

4 files of miscellaneous records, t/Ogether with a few account books, of 
the village of Wakefield, a locality which was formerly a part of the 
town of Eastchester, but is now in New York City. 

Minute book of the trustees of Williamsbridge from July 10, 1894, to 
June 18, 1895. 263 pp. 

2 minute books of the board of auditors of the town of Westchester, 
from January 9, 1888, to June 4, 1895. 390 pp. and 146 pp. respec- 
tively. 

An interesting old record book of the town of WBstchester, part of which 
is filled with entries of births and emancipations of negro children, 
from 1800 to 1823. The rest is filled with school records of the town — 
reports on schools of the town to the State superintendent of common 
schools from 1831 to 1842. 

Various military rolls of Westchester, 1861, 1862, 1866; also a record of 
the officers, soldiers, and seamen of Westchester who served in the 
civil war, prepared by the town clerk pursuant to an act of 1865. 

A partial record of licenses of Westchester. 

In the office of the register of the county of New York 
are 10 volumes of the early records of the town of West- 
chester, as follows: 

Vol. 1, 1665-1690. 273 pp. 

Like all town books of that period, this and several of the volumes which 
follow it contain deeds, wills, and a variety of miscellaneous records, 
together with the minutes of some town meetings. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 15 
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Vol. 2, 1686-1702. 207 pp. 

Vol. 3, 1703-1709. 382 pp. 

Vol. 4, deeds, agreements, and other documents, 1710-1720. 319 pp. 

Vol. 5, 1711-1730. 374 pp. 

This contains many minutes of trustees of the town; also, on the reverse 

pages, deeds and other documents falling approximately between the 

same dates. 

Vol. 6, deeds and other documents, 1740-1769. 208 pp. 
Vol. 7, minutes of town meetings and town boards, 1788-1827. 146 pp. 
Vol. 8, minutes and other records of trustees, 1827-1847. 253 pp. 
Vol. 9, minutes and other records of trustees, 1847-1876. 368 pp. 
Vol. 10, minutes of trustees, 1876-March 10, 1879. 
(Only 43 pages of entries.) 

Two volumes of indexes to the deeds in the town records 
of Westchester are also deposited here — one for grantors, 
the other for grantees. 

In the office of the corporation counsel of New York are 
the following records of Westchester: 

1 volume records, 1840-1871. 362 pp. 
1 volume records, 186^-1868. 402 pp. 

Contain a great variety of miscellaneous records. 

1 volume records, 1864-1867. 400 pp. 

1 volume minutes of board of health of Westchester, Apr., 1884-June, 
J895. 227 pp. 

The other local records in this office are: 

Minutes of trustees of Williamsbridge, Apr., 1892-July, 1894. 1 vol. 
598 pp. 

This belongs with the volume of minutes in the Stewart Building. 

Minutes of special and village meetings of Williamsbridge, July, 1889- 
Dec, 1894. 1vol. 73 pp. 

This contains records of elections and of public meetings of taxpayers. 

Minute book of the sewer commission of the village of Williamsbridge, 

Jan., 1893-^uly, 1895. 205 pp. 
Minutes and other records relating to the board of education and district 

schools of Williamsbridge, Dec, 1887-Aug., 1894. 1 vol. 59 pp. 
Minutes of school district No. 2, of Westchester County, i. e., of the 

board of education of Williamsbridge, Mar., 1879-July, 1895. 2 vols. 
Minutes of the trustees of village of Eastchester, Apr. 23, 1895 (first 

meeting) to June 5, 1895. 1 vol. 
Minutes of trustees of village of Wakefield (South Mount Vernon) from 

first meeting, Dec. 30, 1889-May 25, 1895. 2 vols. 431 -f 317 pp. 

The earlier records of the town of Eastchester are now in 
private hands. They consist of minutes and miscellaneous 
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records kept in books of small quarto size, and are well 
preserved. They are: 

1 volume, 1664^1704, containing minutes of town meetings, grants of 
land, descriptions of property, marks of cattle, records of births, and 
records of laying out of highways. 

A copy has been made of the minutes and of some other matter con- 
tained in this book, but not of the deeds. 

1 volume town minutes and other records, 1666-1693. 
1 volume town minutes, 1693-1726. 

1 volume minutes of town meetings, exclusively, from Apr. 5, 1726, to 
Apr. 5, 1768. 

Only one entry appears (for April 5, 1774) between 1768 and December 2, 
^ 1788. Entries then continue till April 8, 1835, at which date the book closes. 
In the back of this book are a few miscellaneous private entries. 

1 volume of minutes of the poor of Eastchester, 1788-1824. 

1 bundle of oaths of office. 

1 bundle of oaths of office of overseers of the poor, 1800-1832. 

1 bundle of documents from the office of the town clerk, 1796-1834. 

1 bundle of papers from the office of the town assessors, 1794-1834. • 

1 bundle of oaths of office of supervisors, 1797-1834. 

1 bundle of documents relating to highways, 1796-1841. 

1 bundle of excise records, early years of the nineteenth century. 

1 bundle of election returns (town and general elections) from about 

1800 to 1830. 
1 bundle of papers relating to constables, fence viewers, and pound 

masters, with other miscellaneous papers, 1794-1830. 

The minute books and papers relating to town affairs in 
recent years are in the custody of the town clerk of East- 
chester. Of these the following are noted as having historical 
importance: 

i volume minutes of trustees of public lands, 18^6-1870. 

1 volume minutes of board of town auditors, 1871-1880. 

1 volume minutes of board of town auditors, 1883-1899. 

1 volume minutes of town meetings, 1880-1886. 

1 volume minutes of board of town officers, 1886-1892. 

1 volume minutes of board of town officers, 1893-1900. 

1 volume minutes of board of town officers, Feb. 6, 1900, to date. 

The other records relate *vholly to the financial affairs of 
the town during the past twenty or thirty years — register of 
bonds, supervisors' ledger and receipt books, assessment 
rolls, records of tax sales, records of receipt of taxes, records 
of leases, vouchers, chattel mortgages, etc. 

Of the earlier records of the town of Pelham no trace has 
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been found. They are not in the possession of the town 
authorities, nor are they in the oflBlce of the city clerk of 
New Rochelle. The records of historical value in the office 
of the town clerk of Pelham are the following: 

1 volume minutes of commiflsioners of highways, etc., 1801-1853. 
1 volume minutes of town board, 1877-1893. 
1 volume minutes of town board, 1897 to date. 

1 volume minutes of board of health, 1881-1897. 

2 volumes records of highway commissioners, 1886-1899. 
1 volume labeled "Inhabitants, etc., 1852-1869.*' 

The other records in the office are financial in character 
or relate to the granting of franchises. The contents are of 
the same general nature as those of the town of Eastchester. 
Several maps of streets, footways, and villages within the 
limits of the former town are also in the office. 

Of the records of West Farms, which became a town in 
1846, no trace has been discovered. The records of the 
manor of Fordham, if such existed, are said to have been 
destroyed. 

III. — Rbcords of the Towns and Villages which webs annexed to 
New Yobk City at the beginning of 1898. 

The records of these towns and villages, situated in 
Queens County — Jamaica, Newtown, Flushing, etc. — will 
be found in Room 173, Stewart Building (controller's office). 

A fine set of town books of Jamaica exists in 6 volumes, 
viz: 

Town records, 1660-1722. 552 pp. 

Town records, 1722-1749. 490 pp. 

Town records, 1752-1855. 361 pp. 

Town records, 1856-1881. 502 pp. 

Town records, Sept., 1881-Mar., 1894. 499 pp. 

Town records, Apr., 1894-Dec., 1897. 343 pp. 

There are two index volumes to the town records. As is 
usual, the older books were irregularly kept, the entries 
not being in chronologiclal order, or arranged according to 
subjects. Most of the entries are of deeds, bills of sale, 
earmarks for cattle, miscellaneous contracts and agree- 
ments, leases or assignments of town lands, agreements 
fixing the bounds between Jamaica and neighboring towns, 
with an occasional record of a town meeting. By far the 
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larger part of the entries in the first book are indentures. 
The character of the second book is substantially the same. 
Of the third book one-half is filled with minutes of town 
meetings, while toward the close of the eighteenth century 
records of commissioners of highways appear, and about 1812 
records of overseers of the poor. The fourth book con- 
tains systematic minutes of town meetings (for both elec- 
tion and regular business), minutes of the board of town 
officers, of town auditors, of school district meetings, and of 
commissioners of the highways; while deeds still continue to 
be enrolled. The contents of the volumes differ little from 
this to the end of the series. 
The following records are also preserved: 

Record of vouchers, 1893-1897. 1 vol. 
Records of highway commissioners, 1891-1897. 3 vols. 
Journal of highway commissioners, 1896-1897. 3 vols. 
Minutes of trustees of common lands, 1881-1892. 1 vol. 

This Is an interesting record of the survival of annual leases by the 
town of common, and, for the most part, marshy land. 

Minutes of the board of health, 1860-1897. 2 vols. 
Minutes of board of public instruction, 1894-1896. 1 vol. 
Record of overseers of the poor (applicants) 1879-1897. 1 vol. 
Various account books of overseers of the poor, town board, supervisor, 

and town clerk. 
Crimmal docket, 1860-1897. 

The records of the village of Jamaica consist of — 

Minutes of the trustees of the village from 1814, when the village was 
incorporated, to the close of 1897. 

These fill 6 volumes, averaging about 600 pages each. 

A volume entitled '* Charter and Ordinances." 

Contains a copy of the village charter of 1814, and ordinances from 
May 28, 1855, to September 3, 1891. Only about 75 jt&ges are filled. 

Record of contracts, 1894-1897. 1 vol. 
Record of board of health, 1889-1898. 1 vol. 
Record of board of education, 1853-1887. 2 vols. 
Letter books of board of education, 1892-1893. 
Various warrant books of board of education, 1863-1893. 
Journal of board of education, 1863-1874. 

Various warrant books of the treasurer, for street improvements, for 
general fund, of sewer commissioner, etc., during the years since 1888. 
A letter book of the trustees, 1895-1897. 
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Of the village of Richmond Hill, which was formerly a 
part of Jamaica, appear minutes of the trustees from 
November, 1894, to December, 1897, and a few account 
books. 

Of the village of College Point, formerly a part of Flush- 
ing, appear minute books of the trustees from the incor- 
poration of the village. May, 1867, to the close of 1897. 
Thore are four of these volumes with an average of nearly 
500 pages each. They are accompanied by the usual array 
of financial records, but no minutes or other records of de- 
partments, as health, highways, etc. 

Five minute books of the village of Whitestone are here, 
extending from 1869 to the close of 1897, the volumes averag- 
ing 500 pages each. No department records appear, but 
various account books are filed. 

The older records of Flushing have been destroyed by 
fire. The town books which survive begin in 1790, and are 
as follows: 
Vol. 1, 1790 to 1833. 

Of this, 147 pages are filled with entries of deeds, indentures of servants, 
letters of manumission of slaves under the act of February 22, 1788, and 
records of overseers of the poor. Occasionally school records and orders of 
conmiissioners of the highways also appear. On the reverse pages are - 
election returns, State and national, for the town of Flushing from 1810 
to 1830. 

Vol. 2, 1833-1863. 305 pp. 

This contains records of town meetings and of commissioners of high- 
ways, and returns of elections of town officers, while in later years appear 
reports and acts of the town board, the board of auditors, and other 
town officers. 

Vol. 3, 1864-1893. 694 pp. 

A full record of all kinds of town business during the interval is con 
tained in this volume. 

Minutes of board of town trustees, 1863-1885 and 1885-1897. 2 vols., 

445 pp. and 225 pp. 
Minutes of board of town oflBcers, 1893-1897. 1 vol. 
Minutes of board of audit, 1876 to close of 1889, 1890-1897. 2 vols., 362 

pp. and 298 pp. 
A copy in 1 volume of records of school districts, with meetings and lists 

of trustees, 1860-1896. Very incomplete. 
Minutes of board of health, 1857-1866 and 1888^1897. 2 vols. 
Records of board of health, 1870-1888. 1 vol. 
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Pragmentary minutes of board of excise, 1870-1874, and records of excise 

board, May, 1875, to May, 1881. 129 pp. 
A very incomplete copy of the records of commissioners of highways, 

1809-1893. Less than 40-pp. 
Minutes of road commissioners, 1871-1874. 1 vol. 
Minutes of board of relief, 1864-1866. 1 vol. 

Accounts of town supervisors from 1837 to 1872, and from 1889 to 1897. 
Various account books of the town boards. 
An index to chattel mortgages recorded in the oflSce of the town clerk 

from 1859 to about 1868. 
A large index volume, 677 pp., of records in the office of the town clerk, 

apparently about 1868. 

Besides a list of chattel mortgages and bills of sale on file from 1833 to 
1885, this contains a list of bonds, 1797-1868; a list of papers on highways, 
1800-1868; a list of oaths of office, 1790-1868; acceptances of office, 1830-1869; 
contracts and agreements by the overseers of the poor, 1790-1868; a list of 
38 town maps on file, and of a few miscel laneous papers. This is a valuable 
book of reference, giving, among other things, the civil list of the town diir- 
ing a series of years. 

Minute books of the trustees of the village of Flushing 
are here in 7 large volumes, from June, 1837, to the close of 
1897; also 2 volumes of records of the board of health, 1889- 
1896; 4. volumes of records of the police court, 1886-1895, 
and a register of the water department, 1876-1888. All the 
other records of the village which have been brought to 
the controller's office are account books of various kinds, 
belonging to dates since 1870. 

A considei'able collection of the records of Newtown is in 
the office of the controller. The chief place among them 
belongs to the series of town books, 9 in number, which 
begin in 1663, and present a continuous record, with the ex- 
ception of the years 1695 to 1700, to the close of 1897. The 
character of this series is much the same as that of the 
Jamaica town books. The earlier volumes are filled chiefly 
with entries of deeds, etc. About the middle of the eight- 
eenth century records of town meetings appear in consider- 
able number, and soon after those of the town trustees, of 
overseers of the poor, and commissioners of the highways, 
together with the results of town elections. This series bears 
throughout evidences of the eccentricity of William O'Gor- 
man, who was town clerk from about 1881 to 1892, but who 
kept the records of the town during that period with great 
fullness and care. A book of court records of Newtown 



Digitized by 



Google 



232 AMERICAN HI8T0BICAL ASSOCIATION. [166] 

(1659-1690) is here — worn, but valuable. The other records 
are the minutes of the board of health, 3 volumes, from the 
organization of the board in 1885 to the close of 1897; min- 
utes of highway commissioners, 1885 to 1897, 4 volumes; 
record of schools, 1888-1897, 1 volume; record of excise 
board, 1870-1894, 2 volumes; record of military enlistments 
and service from Newtown during the civil war, 1 volume; 
and several volumes criminal docket, 1894-1897. All the 
other records of the town deposited here are account books 
of recent dates. 

The local record of the towns and villages of Staten Island 
have been found to be in a very f itigmentary and disordered 
condition. Previous to 1897, Staten Island, or the borough 
of Richmond, contained five towns — Castleton, Northfield, 
Westfield, Southfield, and Middletown. Of these, the first 
four originated before the close of the seventeenth century, 
while Middletown was formed by a union of parts of two of 
the others in 1860. During the past thirty years, owing 
to the increase of population, villages have grown up and 
received incorporation within the towns. These villages are 
New Brighton, Tottenville, Port Richmond, and Edgewater. 
All the records of these towns and villages which have been 
found are now deposited in the office of the controller in 
Manhattan, and in the office of the deputy city clerk in New 
Brighton. As the early records of the towns would have an 
important historical interest, special inquiry was made of 
the individuals who were town clerks at the time when 
Staten Island was annexed to New York, but no information 
was obtained from them of records other than those which 
were then turned over to the city. Presumably, therefore, 
all of the records are now in the repositories just mentioned. 
The following statement will show how incomplete the 
earlier records are: 

Of the town of Castleton there have been found — 

2 books of minutes of trustees, one from 1864 to 1893 (517 pp.) and the 

other from 1893 to Feb., 1896 (injured by fire). 
Minute book of auditing board, 1853-1864. 1 vol. 
Minute book of excise board, 1875-1883. 1 vol. 
Minute book of health board, 1856-1864. 1 vol. 
Minute book of highway commissioners, 1849-1891. 1 vol. 
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Of the records of Northfield there are: 

Minutes of town board, in 8 volumes of 200 to 300 pages each, as fol- 
lows: 

1824-1857, with results of elections. 

1857-1873, with results of elections. 

Jan. 30, 1874-Feb. 12, 1880, with results of elections. 

Feb. 23, 188(>-Dec. 3, 1884, town board and board of auditors. 

Dec. 3, 1884-Feb. 16, 1887, town board and board of auditors. 

1887-1891, town board and board of auditors. 

1894-1896, minutes of town board. 

1896-1897, minutes of town board. 
Minutes of board of town auditors and board of town supervisors, 1878- 

Dec, 1890. 
Record of roads and minutes of highway commissioners, 1833-1865. 

Of the records of Westfield there are: 
Record of town meetings, 1844-1872. About 300 pp. 

This contains minutes of town meetings, of town board, highway board, 
and town auditors. 

Mmutes of town board, 1890-1897. 1 vol. 
Minutes of highway commissioners, 1874-1888. 1 vol. 
Minutes of board of health, 1890-1897. 1 vol. 
Accv>unts of supervisors of schools, 1886-1897. 
Record of elections, 1872-1896. 3 vols. 
Justices' criminal docket, 1 vol. 

Of the records of Southfield there were found: 

Minutes of town board, 1876-1897. 1 vol. 640 pp. 

Minutes of highway commissioners, 1889-1897. 1 vol. 

Minutes of highway commissioners of Bay View road district, 1859- 

1865. 1 vol. 
Accounts of supervisors of schools, 1886-1897. 

Of the records of Middletown there remain: 

Town mmutes, 1861-1886. 1 vol. 499 pp. 

Minutes of town board, Feb. 16, 1888-Oct. 24, 1889. 1 vol. 39 pp. 

Minutes of town board, 1890-1897. 1 vol. 450 pp. 

Record of town officers with results of town elections, 1860-1879. 1 vol. 

Record of roads, 1750-1864. 1 vol. 68 pp. 

Minutes of board of health, 1864. 

Register of justices' court, 1877-1884. 1 vol. 

Minutes of court of special sessions, 1879-1883. 1 vol. 

A considerable number of assessment rolls, account books, 
and records of school districts appear, but all these are of 
recent dates and have been brought together because they 
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have an immediate bearing on the current business of the 
borough of Richmond. 

In one of the record rooms in the basement of the Stewart 
Building, New York City (controller's office), are four files 
of papers relating to Middletown, Northfield, Westfield, and 
Southfield. 

It will be seen from this review that in the hands of public 
officials, so far as at present can be ascertained, no records 
of the four original towns of Staten Island can be found of a 
date earlier than 1824, and that those since that date in most 
cases must be very incomplete. The records of the first 
century and a third of the histoiy of those towns are now 
totally lacking. Whether they have been lost or willfully 
destroyed, or whether they are wholly or in part in private 
hands, the writer is unable to say; in any case they are inac- 
cessible. 

As the village governments on Staten Island are all of 
recent date, and their records have to do with modern busi- 
ness operations, no attempt has been made to examine or 
report upon them in detail. The more important books 
among them are the following: 

Of the village of New Brighton: 

8 volumes of minutes of trustees, Apr., 1866-Dec., 1897. 47 to 

796 pp. each. 
Minutes of excise board, 1872-1875. 1 vol. 
Minutes of trustees and incorporation of village, 1866. 1 vol. 
Ordinances of village, 1866-1867. 1 vol., 48 pp. 
Various warrant books, tax records, building permits, contracts 

for sewers and water, records of repairs and grading of 

streets, pay rolls, etc. 

Material of this kind appears to greater or less extent 
among the records of all the villages. 

No records of Tottenville appear earlier than 1894. 
Among those since that date are 4 minute books and vari- 
ous accounts of the sewer fund, water fund, and road fund. 

There are 6 minute books of Port Richmond, of 350 to 400 
pages each, of dates between April, 1866, and December, 
1897; 2 smaller minute books for dates within the years 
1871, 1872, and 1895; minutes of the clerk of the village, 
Apr., 1872-Aug., 1897, 1 vol.; minutes of sewer conunis- 
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sion, 1891-1897; reports of street commissioners, ranging 
from 1873 to 1896. 

For the village of Edgewater appears a series of 7 minute 
books of large size, more than 400 pages each, covering in 
full the years 1869-1897. There is also a long list of account 
books of various kinds from the office of the treasurer of 
the village. 

Part IV. — Digest of the Law op New York relating to the Pres- 
ervation OP Public Records. 

The clerk of each house of the legislature shall keep on 
file all documents of such house and those presented to it, 
and shall cause all papers in his charge to be so classified 
and arranged that they can be easily found. No papers 
shall be withdi'awn from the files of either house, whether 
the same be in charge of the regents of the university or 
the clerk of such house, except such clerk, or deputy ap- 
pointed by him, shall have access to the papers of such 
house in charge of the regents for the purpose of taking 
copies. (Laws of 1892, ch. 682, sec. 22, as amended by laws 
of 1893, ch. 24, sec. 22.) 

The governor shall cause to be kept in the executive 
chamber journals of the daily transactions of his office; 
registers containing classified statements of such transac- 
tions; separate registers containing classified statements of 
all applications for pardon, commutation or other executive 
clemency, and of his action thereon ; an account of the ex- 
penses and disbursements of his office, including rewards 
offered for the arrest of criminals, and cost of sending 
reports and copies of laws to other States; files of all rec- 
ords on applications for executive clemency, of statements 
made by judges to him, of sentences to death and testimony 
in capital cases, and of such other papers relating to the 
transactions of his office as are deemed of sufficient value 
for preservation; also a register of applications for pardon, 
and a register of all petitions and applications made to him 
for the discharge of any duty imposed on him by the consti- 
tution or laws of the State, or vested in him. (Laws of 1892, 
ch. 683, sec. 5; laws of 1858, ch. 64.) 

The secretary of state shall have the custody of all laws 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



236 AMERIOAK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. [l70] 

and concurrent resolutions of the legislature, all (iocuments 
issued under the great seal, all books, records, deeds, parch- 
ments, maps, and papers deposited or kept in his office, and 
shall properly arrange and preseiTe the same.^ (Laws of 
1892, ch. 688, sec. 22.) 

The attorney-geneml shall keep a register of all actions 
and proceedings prosecuted or defended by him, and of all 
proceedings in relation thereto, and shall deliver the same 
to his successor. (Laws of 1892, ch. 683, sec. 54.) 

The State engineer shall retain in his office a map of the 
State, and delineate thereon all changes in the bounds thereof 
or of the counties therein. He shall collect and preserve all 
maps, plans, drawings, field notes, levels, and surveys of 
every description made for the use of the State, and all en- 
gineering instruments belonging to the State. The maps and 
documents in his office shall be opened for inspection, but 
shall not be removed from the office. (Id., sees. 62, 63.) 

The superintendent of public instruction shall keep in his 
office, in files aiTanged in order of time, all the proceedings in 
every appeal to him under the school law, with his decisions 
and orders founded thereon. (Laws of 1894, ch. 666, tit. 14, 
sec. 3.) 

The board of claims shall keep a record of its proceedings. 
(Laws of 1883, ch. 286, as amended by laws of 1884, ch. 60, 
sec. 6.) 

The records, maps, and papers of the late board of canal 
appraisers shall remain in the office and care of the clerk of 
the board of claims. To the office of the board of claims 
shall be transferred the books and other records of the late 
State board of audit, and there they shall be preserved by 
the clerk of the board of claims. (Laws of 1886, ch. 136, 
sec. 1.) 

The public health law of 1893 requires the keeping of a 
complete record of births, deaths, and marriages by the local 
and State boards of health. (Laws of 1893, ch. 661, sees. 6, 
22.) 

1 For lists of the papers required by law to be deposited with the secretary of state, 
see Birdseye's Revised Statutes, second edition, p. 2786 ; also the Catalogue of Records 
in the Office of the Secretary of State. « 
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All books and papers pertaining to the duties of the audi- 
tor of the canal department, or to the duties of the commis- 
sioners of the canal fund, or of the canal board, shall be 
deposited in the canal department and securely kept by the 
auditor. (Laws of 1848, ch. 162, sec. 4.) 

The necessity for the use of documents as written evi- 
dence before the courts has gone far to cause the preserva* 
tion of them, and the law of evidence as contained in the 
Code of Civil Procedure, sections 933-941, with amendments 
to the same, contains several provisions relating to the pro- 
duction and certification of documents for evidential pur- 
poses, all of which rest on the supposition that such books 
and papers have been preserved with care by the officials in 
charge of them. The documents mentioned in these clauses 
are docket books, records of conveyances, wills, ordinances 
and by-laws, rules and proceedings of the common councils 
of cities, of the trustees of incorporated villages, of local 
boards of health, and of boards of supervisors, and all 
instruments and papers entered or recorded pursuant to law 
in the public offices of the State. Full provision is also 
made for the acceptance as evidence of duly certified copies 
of papers from other States. 

A return or other paper in a special proceeding, where no 
other disposition thereof is prescribed by law, must be filed 
and an order thereon must be entered with the proper officelr. 
(Code of Civil Procedure, sec. 826.) 

The duties of clerks of courts in docketing judgments, 
furnishing transcripts of the same, and keeping dockets 
public, will be found in the Code of Civil Procedure, section 
1246. There a docket is defined and its contents specified. 
By section 1236 clerks of courts are required to keep a book 
for the entry of judgments, called the "judgment book," 
in which interlocutory and final judgments must be recorded, 
with their dates, the relief granted, or other determination 
made. By section 1237 they are required, on entering final 
judgment, to file the judgment roll, which shall contain, 
unless there is special provision to the contmry, the sum- 
mons, pleadings, and interlocutory and final judgment in each 
case; if the judgment be taken by default, the papers neces- 
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sary to be filed in such a case; and if the judgment is taken 
after trial the verdict, report, or decision, with such offers 
and exceptions as were made. 

From the sections of the code relating to special courts 
and to fees of clerks of courts, more detailed information 
concerning the papers required to be kept or produced by 
those officers, may be found. 

Naturalization papers are to be kept by the clerk of the 
court where the final application for admission to citizenship 
is made, and are to be open for inspection. Returns of 
these are to be annually made by such clerks to the secre- 
tary of state, and are to be filed by him in form convenient 
for reference. These returns must contain the name and 
residence of every person naturalized during the year, with 
the date of naturalization. (Laws of 1895, ch. 927, sec. 6.) 

The seals, books, files, records, and papers of the superior 
court of the city of New York, the court of common pleas 
of the city and county of New York, the superior court of 
Buffalo, and the city coui-t of Brooklyn, shall be deposited 
in the offices of the clerks of the several counties in which 
said courts have heretofore existed, and shall be preserved 
by said clerks separate from the other records in their 
offices, and shall be in the charge of special deputy clerks, 
so as to be readily accessible for inspection. Over these 
records the justices of the supreme court and the clerks of 
the said several counties, respectively, shall have the same 
powers as were formerly possessed by the judges of the 
above-mentioned local courts.^ (Code of Civil Procedure, 
sec. 93, as amended by constitution of 1895.) 

Every justice of the peace must keep a docket book, and 
the entries he must make in it are specified In detail by law. 
During the business hours of the sheriff's office this book 
must be kept open for inspection. An alphabetical index 
of all the judgments entered in the book must be kept. 
The justice must carefully file and preserve each affidavit 
or other paper delivered to him to be filed in an action or 
special proceeding. 

If, before the expiration of his term of office, the justice 

1 The courts here referred to were abolished by the constitution of 1895. 
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removes from the town or city where he was elected, he 
must deposit with the clerk of that town or city his docket 
book and all other books and papers in his custody which 
relate to actions or special proceedings heard or commenced 
before him. If a justice is removed from office he must 
make a like deposit of books and papers. If the justice 
dies, or his office becomes otherwise vacant, the town or city 
clerk must demand and receive all books and papers which 
belonged to the justice in his official capacity from any 
person having them in his possession. If any book or 
paper required to be deposited with the town or city clerk 
be withheld, the same proceedings to compel the deposit 
thereof may be instituted as in cases where an officer refuses 
to deliver a book or paper to his successor. Entries in the 
docket book are presumptive evidence of the matters of 
fact stated therein, and transcripts of them and copies of 
papers on file in any case must be furnished on application 
and payment of fees by any person interested in said case. 
(CJode of Civil Procedure, sees. 3140-3149.) 

A detailed statement of the records to be kept by clerks 
of police magistrates is in Laws of 1895, ch. 601, sec. 7. 

The appellate division of the supreme court in any depart- 
ment may direct a county clerk to destroy any of the fol- 
lowing papers, filed or hereafter to be filed in his office, 
which he deems to have become useless: Pleadings or copies 
of pleadings furnished for the use of the court; jury panels; 
returns of inferior courts which have been embodied in 
judgment records or judgment rolls; innkeepers' licenses 
ten years old; returns of election district canvassers twenty 
years old which have been copied, pursuant to law, into 
books preserved in the office. But this provision does .not 
authorize the destruction of a judgment roll, or a paper 
incorporated, or necessary to be incorporated, into a judg- 
ment roll. (CJode of Civil Procedure, sec. 21, as amended.) 

The oath of office of every State officer shall be filed with 
the secretary of state; that of every officer of a municipal 
corporation with the clerk thereof; that of every other offi- 
cer in the office of the clerk of the county where he resides, 
if no other place is provided by law for the filing thereof. 
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Copies of commissions of State officers shall be recorded 
in the office of the secretary of state; those of local officers 
shall be filed in the office of the county clerk. 

Official undertakings or bonds shall be filed in some office 
other than that in which the commission or certificate of 
election is filed. 

Resignations of officials shall be filed in the office/S of those 
to whom they are addressed. If they are addressed to the 
legislature, or to the presiding officer of either house thereof, 
they shall be filed with the secretary of state. If they are 
. addressed to any other body they must be filed with its clerk 
or among its records. 

Orders for the removal of State officers by other State 
officers must be filed with the secretary of state. Orders 
for the removal of local officers by State officers must also 
be filed in the office of the secretary of state, and a dupli- 
cate of the same in the office of the clerk of the county 
where the officer removed has his residence. (Laws of 1892, 
ch. 681, as amended by Laws of 1893, ch. 318.) 

The statutes set forth many other details relating to the 
duties of State officers in regard to specific records, but it 
has not been thought necessary to introduce them here. 

Each surrogate must provide and keep the following books : 
(1) A record book of wills, in which must be recorded at 
length every will required by law to be recorded in his office, 
with the decree admitting it to probate, and also, if the 
probate is not contested, the proof taken thereupon; (2) a 
record book of letters testamentary and letters of adminis- 
tration, in which must be recorded all such letters issued 
out of his court; (3) a record book in which must be recorded 
every decree whereby the account of an executor, adminis- 
trator, trustee, or guardian is settled; (4) a book containing 
a minute of every paper filed, or other proceeding taken, 
relating to the disposition of the real property of a decedent, 
and a record of every order or decree made thereupon, with 
a memorandum of every report made and other proceeding 
taken founded upon a decree for such a disposition; (5) a 
book containing a record of every decree or order the record 
of which is not required by this section torbe kept elsewhere, 
together with a memorandum of each execution issued, and 
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of the satisfaction of each decree recorded therein; (6) a 
book in which must be recorded all letters of guardianship 
issued out of his court; (7) a book of fees and disburse- 
ments, in which must be entered, by items, all fees charged 
or received by him for services or expenses, and all dis- 
bursements made or incurred by him which are chargeable 
against those fees or to the county. The expense of provid- 
ing these books is a county charge. Alphabetical indexes 
of all the books here specified must also be kept by the 
surrogate. 

The surrogate must also file and preserve every deposition, 
affidavit, petition, report, account, voucher, or other paper 
relating to any proceeding in his court, and deliver to his 
successor all papers and books kept by him, 

A surrogate who admits to probate the will of a person 
who was not a resident of the State at the time of death, or 
who grants original or ancillary letters testamentary or let- 
ters of administration on the estate of such a person, shall, 
within ten days thereafter, transmit to the secretary of state, 
to be filed in his office, a certified copy of the will or lettei*s. 
(Code of Civil Procedure, sees. 2498-2503.) 

Boards of supervisors shall have general charge of the 
books and records of the county, subject to the legal rights 
of the officers using or having custody of the same, and shall 
provide for their safe-keeping. They may authorize county 
officers having the official custody or control of any such 
books and records, or of maps and papers, to cause copies 
thereof to be made and certified for the public use; and it 
shall be their duty to cause the same to be made and certified 
whenever, by reason of age or exposure, or any casualty, 
the same shall be necessary. Payments for such transcripts 
shall not exceed a sum to be certified by the county judge, 
or by a justice of the supreme court of the district, as 
reasonable therefor, and the board of supervisors shall not 
pay for the work until it shall be examined and approved 
by such judge or justice; nor shall any board of supervisors 
order such work to be done until such judge or justice, after 
examination, shall certify it as necessary for the security 
and safety of the public records. (Laws of 1892, ch. 23, 
sec. 26, revised with slight change from act of 1869.) 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 16 
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The county clerk shall have the custody of all books, papers, 
records, deeds, parchments, maps, and papers deposited in his 
office in pursuance of law and attend to their arrangement 
and preservation. He shall provide, at the expense of the 
county, the necessary books for recording all papers, docu- 
mepts, or matters authorized by law to be recorded in his 
office. (Laws of 1892, ch. 686, sec. 161, revised from Laws 
of 1844, ch. 125.) 

Any instrument or writing filed or recorded in pursuance 
of law in the office of a register of a county shall be deemed 
to be a compliance with any provision of law authorizing 
such paper to be filed or recorded in the office of the clerk 
of such county. (Laws of 1892, ch. 677, sec. 21.) 

The clerk of the county of New York shall forever be 
relieved and restrained from performing any duties relating 
to the recording of deeds, registering of mortgages, con- 
veyances, and other writings which by law are or hereafter 
may be required to be recorded or registered, save as other- 
wise specially provided by law. 

Whenever any books or records affecting titles to real 
estate, or liens on the same, or any other books, or records, 
or transcripts of judgments in the office of the clerk of the 
city and county, become mutilated or injured so that they 
can not be conveniently or correctly examined, the clerk 
shall cause copies of them to be made, at the expense of the 
county. 

All that part of the duty perf oraied prior to April 9, 1813, 
by the clerk of the city and county of New York^, which 
relates to the registering of mortgages and the recording of 
deeds, conveyances, and other writings which by law are 
directed, or may hereafter be directed, to be registered or 
recorded, shall continue to be performed by the register of 
said city and county, and he shall enjoy all the rights and 
powers in the premises which formerly belonged to the 
county clerk. The register shall prepare indexes of all 
books of registry. Chattel mortgages shall be filed in the 
office of the register. (Laws of 1882, consolidation act re- 

1 See Laws of 1813, ch. 27, by which the office of register of the city and county of New 
York was created. 
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lating to New York City, ch. 410, sees. 1733, 1734, 1744, 
1747, 1752, 1753.) 

An act was passed in 1862 (ch. 83) providing for the elec- 
tion of a register of deeds for Kings County, and an act in 
1868 (ch. 293) creating a similar office in Westchester County. 
Both those officials were to pert onn duties similar to those 
perf oimed by the register of the county of New York. 

Lists of grand jurors, alphabetically arranged and entered 
in a separate book, shall be annually filed with the county 
clerk by the commissioner of jurors. These shall be open for 
inspection and correction. (Laws of 1894, ch. 557, sec. 6.) 

Mechanics' liens shall be entered in a book kept for the 
purpose by the financial officer of the county, town, city, or 
village where the claims originate. (Laws of 1892, ch. 629, 
amended from Laws of 1878 and 1891.) 

All records belonging to the mayor, aldermen, and com- 
monalty of the city of New York, except such as by law are 
committed to the keeping of the several departments, shall 
be kept by the city clerk. He shall be the custodian of all 
the records and papers belonging to any of the municipal 
and public corporations by this act united and consolidated 
with the city of New York, and shall be empowered to ap- 
point a clerk in each of the boroughs constituted by this act, 
who shall have charge of the records of his borough, subject 
to the control of the city clerk and of the municipal assembly. 
(Charter of New York City, laws of J897, ch. 378, sees. 
28, 32.) 

The town clerk shall have the custody of all the records, 
books, and papers of the town, and shall duly file all the 
certificates of oaths and other papers required by law to be 
filed in his office. He shall transcribe in the books of rec- 
ords of his town the minutes of the proceedings of every 
town meeting held therein, and shall enter in such books 
every order or direction and all rules and regulations n^ade 
by such town meeting. (Laws of 1890, ch. 669, sec. 83, re- 
vised from various earlier statutes.) 

The town clerk may, with the consent of the town board, 
purchase or furnish for his office all necessary bound blank 
books for the entering and keeping of the records of the 
town, and also necessary books and office cases and other 
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furniture for the use and convenience of the office and the 
safekeeping of the books and papers of the town; and the 
expense thereof shall be a town charge, to be audited and 
paid as other town charges. (Law of 1890, ch. 569, sec. 85.) 

When the term of office of any supervisor, town clerk, 
commissioner of highways, or overseer of the poor shall ex- 
pire, or the officer shall resign, he shall, when required, de- 
liver upon oath to his successor all the records, books, and 
papers in his possession or under his control and belonging 
to the office held by him. In the case of the death of such 
officers their executors or administrators, when such demand 
is made upon them, shall deliver the books and papers be- 
longing to the office of their testator or intestate. (Laws 
of 1890, ch. 569, sec. 84.) 

Overseers of the poor in towns and cities shall keep books 
in which they shall enter the name, age, sex, and native 
country of every person who shall be relieved by them, with 
a statement of the causes, so far as they cf^n be ascertained, 
which shall have operated to render such relief necessary. 
The names of the parents of every child who is placed in a 
family, the name and address of the family with which it is 
placed, and the occupation of the head of the family must 
also be entered, together with a statement of all moneys re- 
ceived and paid, and of all debts contracted. These books 
and an itemized account prepared from them shall be sub- 
ject to periodical audit by the board of town auditors or the 
common council of the city. The account shall be filed with 
the town or city clerk, and he shall produce the same at the 
next town meeting and read it, if required. (Laws of 1896, 
ch. 225, sec. 26.) 

Decisions of commissioners appointed by the county to 
affix damages occasioned by the laying out of highways shall 
be filed in the office of the town clerk where the highway is 
located. (Laws of 1895, ch. 716, sec. 1.) 

The commissioner of highways of each town shall file with 
the town clerk a written appointment of a resident of each 
district to be overseer of highways therein. (Laws of 1890, 
ch. 568, sec. 4.) 

Bills of sale are to be filed in the offices of town and city 
clerks (save in cities which contain the office of a county 
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clerk, where they are to be filed in his office), and in the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn, where they are to be 
filed in the office of the register. (Laws of 1885, ch. 488, 
sec. 2.) 

Docket books and papers of justices' courts are to be 
deposited with town or city clerks, if the justice removes 
from the town or city wherein he was elected, or if he is 
removed from office. On the death of a justice of the peace 
the town or city clerk is to receive all the books and papers 
of his office. (Code of Civil Procedure, sees. 3144, 3146.) 

Certificates of authorization for water companies to fur- 
nish water must be filed with town or city clerks. (Laws 
of 1890, ch. 566, sec. 80.) 

Chattel mortgages shall be filed in the offices of town 
clerks, in the offices of county clerks when such are located 
in cities, and in the office of the register in New York City. 
(Laws of 1833, ch. 279, sec. 2.) 

Certificates of the incorpoi'ation of insurance companies, 
with their annual statements and other matter, must, if 
town corporations, be filed in the office of the clerk of the 
town where the corporation proposes to do business, and, 
if a county corporation, in the office of the clerk of the 
county where it proposes to do business. (Laws of 1886, 
ch. 573, sec. 3; formulated as the result of several successive 
revisions of Laws of 1857, ch. 739, sec. 3.) 

The law regarding the filing of certificates of nomination 
and other matters relating to elections appears in the elec- 
tion law of 1896, ch. 909, sees. 9, 36, 58, 59, 62, 63, 66, 87, 189, 
190, 234, 250. 

Copies of enrollment of all persons, other than members of 
the National Guard, who are liable for military duty, must 
be deposited with the clerk of the town or cit}^ in which the 
person enrolled resides, and in the office of the clerk of the 
county where the enrollment is made. Notices of exemp- 
tion from service must be similarly filed. (Law of 1893, 
ch. 559, sees. 3,4.) 

Under the consolidated school law, 1894, ch. 556, town 
clerks are required to record in books certificates from 
supervisors of the apportionment of school moneys; to 
receive the annual reports of trustees of school districts; to 
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keep in books an annual account of receipts and disburse- 
ments of school moneys, and of the action of the town 
auditors thereon; to file bonds of supervisors; to file descrip- 
tions of school districts, and to preserve the records of dis- 
solved school districts. 

Bonds given by supervisors for the faithful performance 
of their duties are to be filed in the offices of the clerks of 
their respective towns. (Laws of 1890, ch. 569, sec. 60.) 

Bonds of supervisors acting as railroad commissioners 
are to be filed in the offices of the clerks of towns conferring 
such power. (Laws of 1889, ch. 402, sec. 2.) 

Marriage certificates are to be filed by the clerk of the 
town or city where either party resides, and the substance 
of the certificate is to be entered in a book kept for the pur- 
pose, the entries to be in order of time and in the alphabeti- 
cal order of the initial letter of the surname of each party. 
(Laws of 1896, ch. 272, sec. IS.) 

Surveys and maps used in the assessment of the real 
property of nonresidents are to be deposited after the as- 
sessment is completed in the office of the town clerk for the 
information of future assessors. (Laws of 1896, ch. 908, 
sec. 30.) 

The entries required by law to be made in an assessment 
roll are to be found in the Laws of 1899, chapter 908, sec- 
tions 21, 29, and 31. Assessment rolls are to be filed in the 
offices of town and city clerks. (Id., sec. 38.) 

Boards of trustees of villages shall keep records of their 
proceedings. All votes, when required by one of the trus- 
tees, shall be entered in such record, and it shall contain the 
names of the members of the board present and voting on 
any question, and the affirmative and negative votes of the 
members. (Laws of 1870, ch. 291, tit. 8, sec. 13.) 

A public officer may demand, from any person in whose 
possession they may be, a delivery to such officer of the 
books and papers belonging to such office. If such demand 
is refused, such officer may make complaint to any justice 
of the supreme court of the district, or to the county judge 
of the county in which the person refusing resides. If 
such justice or judge be satisfied that the books or papers in 
question are withheld, he shall grant an order directing that 
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cause shall, at a specified time, be shown before him why 
the books and papers should not be delivered. If the 
person charged with withholding the books or papers then 
makes affidavit that he has delivered all the papers which, 
to the best of his knowledge and belief, pertain to the office 
in question, into the custody of the officer demanding them, 
the proceedings shall cease and the accused be discharged. 
But if he shall not make such oath, and it appears that any 
books or papers are withheld by him, the justice or judge 
shall commit him to the county jail till he delivers them, or 
is otherwise discharged. On such commitment the justice 
or judge, if required by the complainant, shall also issue 
his warrant directed to any sheriff or constable, commanding 
him to search in the daytime the places designated therein 
for such books and papers, and to bring them before him. 
If they are brought, he shall determine whether they 
appertain to such office, and if so, shall cause them to be 
delivered to the complainant. (Code of Civil Procedure, 
sec. 24Y1, added by Laws of 1893, ch. 179.) 

A person is guilty of grand larceny in the second degree 
who, under circumstances not amounting to grand larceny 
in the first degree, steals or unlawfully obtains or appropri- 
ates a record of a court or officer, or a writing, instrument, 
or record filed or deposited according to law, with or in 
keeping of any public office or officer.^ (Code of Criminal 
Procedure, sec. 531.) 

Any officer authorized by law to record a conveyance of 
real property, or of any other instrument which by law may 
be recorded, who knowingly and falsely certifies that such 
conveyance or instrument has been recorded is guilty of a 
felony. 

A sheriff, coroner, clerk of court, constable, or other 
ministerial officer, and every deputy and subordinate of any 
ministerial officer, who mutilates, destroys, conceals, erases, 
obliterates, or falsifies any record or paper appertaining to 
his office is guilty of felony. (Code of Criminal Procedure, 
sees. 114,162.) 

By chapter 190 of the Laws of 1866 it was provided that 
Henry P. Moore, John P. Rolfe, and Jared Sparks, of 

^This law has been interpreted and enforced by a long list of judicial decisions. 
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Brooklyn, counselors at law, should be commissioners of 
records for the county of Kings, "with full powers to ex- 
amine into the conditions of the records of the clerk, regis- 
ter, and surrogate of said county, and to have the same 
copied and printed in such form and to such an extent as 
they may deem proper, and to do such further acts for the 
presei'vation and convenient examination of the same as the 
public interest may require." The commissioners were to 
receive no compensation, but their necessary expenses were 
to be paid by the county treasurer on their certificates. 
The county was not, however, to be liable for any expenses 
incurred in the execution of the act ^ unless the consent of 
the board of supervisors had first been obtained. When 
indexes * of the records had been printed the commissioners 
were to fix the price at which they might be sold by the 
county treasurer, and the proceeds of the sales were to go 
to the county. It does not appear that the commissioners 
appointed by this act ever exercised the powers of their 
office, and the law seems to have been from the first a dead 
letter. 

By chapter 366 of the Laws of 1894 elaborate provision 
was made for indexing on the ''block" system all instni- 
ments relating to lands and liens thereon which should bjp 
recorded in the office of the register of the county of Kings 
subsequent to January 1, 1895. This also included the 
preparation of a land map of the county. Sections 23 and 
24 of this act also required the clerk and register of said 
county to reindex on the block system all instruments, with 
certain specified exceptions, which had been recorded or 
filed in their offices prior to January, 1895. 

By chapter 755 of the Laws of 1896 provision was made 
for the appointment by the mayor of Brooklyn, in conjunc- 
tion with the register, clerk, and surrogate of the county of 
Kings, of three persons to be known as commissioners of 
records of the county. They were to serve without com- 
pensation, and their duty was to examine into the condition 
of the books, documents, maps, and indexes of the clerk, 
register, and surrogate of said county; and they were 

^ Probably referring to expenses incurred in indexing and printing documents. 
8 Probably meaning calendars. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



[183] REPORT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 249 

given the sole right to authorize the clerk, register, and 
surrogate to have copies of said books, maps, etc., made, 
when by reason of age, use, exposure, or casualty it should 
be deemed necessary so to do. These commissioners were 
to hold office for six years. By chapter 526 of the Laws of 
1897 the powers of the commissioners were enlarged so as 
to give them general supervision, care, and control of all the 
maps and records kept in the three offices mentioned, and 
the exclusive power to make rules for the convenient use of 
the same by the public. Provision was also made that each 
of the commissioners should receive an annual salary of 
$2,500, and that they should appoint a superintendent for 
the register's office and another for the office of the county 
clerk, whose duties it should be to superintend the work 
ordered to be done by the commissioners in these offices, 
and to have general supervision over all the records therein. 
The compensation of the superintendents was to be fixed by 
the commissioners, but it was not to be in excess of a certain 
sum. By these officials the reindexing was to be continued, 
as provided by law, and the board of estimate of the city of 
Brooklyn was directed to make the provision necessary 
therefor. 

By chapter 591 of the Laws of 1899 the terms of office of 
the commissioners of records were made to expire in May 
of that year, and provision was made that immediately 
thereafter the district attorney of the county of Kings should 
appoint one person to be known as commissioner of records. 
He should hold office for five years, and should be paid an 
annual salary of $5,000. The commissioner was authorized 
to appoint assistants and fix their salaries. 

In addition to the duties of the board of commissioners, 
whose place he took, he was authorized to assume the care 
and custody of the books, maps, and other records of the 
former towns of New Lots, Flatbush, New Utrecht, Graves- 
end, and Flatlands, which had recently been annexed to the 
city (now the borough) of Brooklyn, to cause the same, 
when necessary, to be copied and indexed, and to make rules 
for their convenient use. It was also made the duty of all 
persons or officers who had in their custody any of the 
records of said towns to deliver the same to the conMnis- 
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sioner. Writs of mandamus and examinations under oath 
may be resorted to by him in the performance of this duty. 
It will be seen by this that the county of Kings has had a 
varied and somewhat interesting experience with conmais- 
sioners of records. Probably, however, this is not to be 
taken as indicative of a more widespread or intelligent 
interest in the preservation of records in that locality than 
elsewhere. So far as known to the compiler no other county 
in the State has imitated in this respect the policy of Kings, 
nor has any officer known as commissioner of records ever 
existed elsewhere in the State. 
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REPORT ON THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF NORTH CAROLINA/ 



The public records of North Carolina are not preserved in 
any systematic manner. The State has appointed no archi- 
vist, as such, and no separate housing has been attempted. 
The object of such an arrangement is, however, partly 
obtained through the State library. This library has a 
small support from the State and is controlled entirely by 
the State legislature. Its librarian is a State appointee, and 
copies of all the published documents of the State are sup- 
posed to be kept by it. Occasionally a rare old book of 
colonial days, which is not in its collection, is given to the 
library by some patriotic citizen. Altogether it is the most 
promising collection of records in the State. Yet it is far 
from complete, especially in regard to sets that go back 
before the first decades of this century. These failures are 
partly due, no doubt, to careless handling on the part of 
the public, or to failure of the public officers to send in their 
reports. The office of librarian has always been given to 
party men as a reward for party faithfulness, and this has 
had the usual effect. 

But a greater cause of the lack of early records is the 
destruction of the capitol by fire in 1831. Just how much 
damage was done to the State papers it is impossible to say, 
but the general scarcity of records before that date makes it 
probable that whatever of the reports of the departments, 
or of the series then known as "legislative documents," had 
then been issued were lost. For the period earlier than this 
date we have practically nothing but the annually published 
laws, the journals of the two houses of the assembly, and 
the reports of cases in the supreme court. 

1 For references to other accounts of the archives of North Carolina, see the "List of 
printed indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories of historical 
manuscript" in the '• First Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission " (Report 
of the American Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, pp. 493, 608). 
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Under the present arrangement, the reports of the various 
departments are distributed from the offices which make 
them. Certain docmnents, as the laws of the general assem- 
bly, the journals of the same body, the series known as the 
"Public Documents," and the supreme court reports are 
distributed by the secretary of state. Other documents, as 
the Colonial and State Records, are distributed by the State 
librarian, under authority of the library trustees. In the 
keeping of the library authorities are the undistributed sets 
of the roster of the North Carolina troops in the civil war. 
But little has been done to dispose of them. Besides these 
published records there are various others in manuscript, 
all of which are indicated below. 

There is such a mass of documents in the different reposi- 
tories, and they are so imperfectly classified with a view to 
their use by historical students, that a first attempt to de- 
scribe them can be little more than tentative. A complete 
exhibit of their condition would require a more accurate 
knowledge of the history of the State than has been given in 
any work yet published. 

PBINTED KECOKDS. 

The Colonial amd State Records. — The colonial government 
in North Carolina preserved very few of its public records 
in America, but it sent to England large numbers of reports 
of various kinds which have become to modern students im- 
portant historical sources. These sources are of two kinds, 
those reported during the proprietary period, 1663-1729, 
and those reported during the period of the royal province, 
1729-1776. The former are few as compared with the latter, 
especially for the period before 1700. For the period of 
the royal province the records are fairly complete. It was 
through the efforts of the late Col. William L. Saunders, sec- 
retary of state, that the State legislature in 1883 was induced 
to undertake the publication of these documents, and of such 
others as should be thought to be necessary. The active pro- 
moter of the enterprise was appointed to carry it to its com- 
pletion, and in 1886 there appeared the first volume of the 
series known as " Colonial Records of North Carolina." In 
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1890 the tenth and last volume appeared, and in the follow- 
ing year Colonel Saunders, whose life was perhaps only 
prolonged by his devotion to the task he had in hand, died. 
The huge volumes he had edited contain a mass of papers, 
chiefly copies of the reports, etc., in the British Public 
Records Office, secured for the purpose through the cooper- 
ation of Mr. W. Noel Sainsbury. Other papers, such as 
were suggested by a not very extensive knowledge of North 
Carolina history, were also included. More accurate stu- 
dents than Colonel Saunders have found many things which 
they have wished had been included in the series, but the 
value of the work was nevertheless so great as to make the 
compiler the pioneer in the scientific study of the history of 
North Carolina. The Colonial Records have the fault of un- 
digested arrangement. The papers are printed in chrono- 
logical order and without an index. Some years ago ar- 
rangements were made to prepare an index, but it has not 
yet been published. The index is probablj'^ held back to 
await the completion of the new series of "State Records," 
a continuation of the former series. The latter series was 
authorized by the legislature in 1895, and placed under the 
direction of Associate Justice Walter Clark. It began with 
Volume XI, and at the present writing has been carried as 
far as Volume XVIII. The purpose is to make the series 
cover the period from 1776 to 1790. In the eleventh volume 
is included, in the shape of a supplement, much material 
which was omitted from the former series. In the two 
series are published reports of governors, minutes of coun- 
cils, legislative journals, reports to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, and in the State Records various 
documents relating to the Revolutionary struggle. With 
the exception of county court records there are preserved 
in these volumes most of the colonial documents that have 
come down to us. 

The laws of the general assembly. — The first laws made in 
the colony were imperfectly preserved, there being no es- 
tablished seat of government. The first definite knowledge 
of them is gained in 1715, when the laws were revised 
but not published. Manuscript copies were made by gov- 
ernment order, and one of them — or a copy of one of 
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them — is now preserved in the State library. The next 
revision was maoe by order of the assembly, under the 
direction of Thomas Swann. It was printed in 1752, al- 
though there are some copies in existence whose title pages 
have the date 1751. This is often spoken of as "Swann's 
Revisal." It was the first book printed in North Carolina, 
and came from the new press of James Davis at Newbern. 
Its leather binding caused it to become popularly known as 
the "yellow jacket." Other revisions are as follows: 

A revision printed by James Davis, in 1765. 

Another from the same source, in 1773. 

A new revision, edited by James Iredell, and published 
by authority of the assembly in 1790. In the years imme- 
diately following, this was several times increased by the 
addition of laws which had recently been passed, and thus 
we have Iredell's Laws of 1791, 1803, etc., besides the 
original edition. 

In 1804 appeared a continuation of Iredell by Francis 
Xavier Martin, extended in 1806 so as to bring it down to 
date. 

In 1821 appeared a revision by Potter, Taylor, and Yancey. 
This was supplemented in 1827 by a revision of all the laws 
passed frona 1821 to 1827, and published by the first of the 
above-mentioned revisers. 

In 1837 appeared a revision known as the "Revised Stat- 
utes," made by Nash, Iredell, and Battle. It was the first of 
the well-digested codes of the State, all the others being but 
reproductions of the laws still in force, somewhat contracted 
in the revisions of 1821 and 1827, but still arranged chrono- 
logically. 

In 1855 appeared a revision by Moore and Biggs, known 
as the "Revised Code." 

In 1873 appeared the next revision, known from the name 
of its author as "Battle's Revisal." 

Finally, in 1883 appeared a revision by Manning, Hender- 
son, and Dortch, known as "The Code of North Carolina." 

Since the beginning of this century the laws of the as- 
sembly have been printed in full as they were passed. 
Since 1821, when the digested form of the code was deter- 
mined on and was indicated in the contracted form of the 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



TtEPORT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 255 

statutes, they have appeared in a separate series. At first 
a volume was issued every few years, the volumes being 
frequently made to reach back several years, so that we 
have volumes which overlap, as 1821-1825, 182a-1827, and 
1825-1830. In recent years the laws have been issued reg- 
ularly in two volumes — one containing public and the other 
private laws. 

In 1792 Francis Xavier Martin published a " Collection of 
the Statutes of the Parliament of England in Force in North 
Carolina." In 1790 Martin had published a collection of the 
private acts of the North Carolina assembly. At various 
times after this we find the private acts printed in the vol- 
umes with the public acts, but later they come to be numerous 
enough to have separate volumes. 

The manuscript copies of these laws are preserved in the 
office of the secretary of state, at Raleigh. They are con- 
tinuous from colonial times, although in the first volumes 
of the series the order in which they are copied is somewhat 
haphazard, volumes frequently overlapping. 

Legislative journals. — The senate and house journals are 
preserved from early colonial days. The colonial and State 
records contain them in printed form for the period em- 
braced in those series. With 1788 begins a series called 
house and senate journals. In 1858 this series was divided 
into senate journals and house journals, which still continue. 
The law requires that 20 copies be deposited in the State 
library. 

State constitutions. — ^The first constitution of the State 
was adopted in 1776, and the journals of the congress which 
adopted it may be found in Volume X of the Colonial Rec- 
ords. In 1835 certain amendment was adopted by a con- 
stitutional Convention, the journal of which was printed 
in a volume entitled "Debates of the Convention." The 
next constitutional amendment was made by legislative 
enactment and popular mtification in 1857. The issues of 
secession and of reconstruction brought about several ex- 
traordinary representative bodies, and these originated cer- 
tain published documents. Thus we have ordinances of the 
convention, 1860-61; journal of the convention, 1861; journal 
of the convention, 1865-66; documents pf the convention, 
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1865, and journal of the convention, 1876. The suflfrage 
amendment in 1900 was by legislative enactment and popular 
ratification. 

TJiepyblic documents. — ^There is a series, published under 
legislative authority and distributed through the secretary 
of state, called "Public Documents." It contains in one 
large volume the reports made biennially by the various 
officers and departments to the assembly and ordered to be 
printed — such, for example, as the message of the governor, 
the reports of the treasurer, auditor, attorney-general, su- 
perintendent of public instruction, etc., besides the repoiis 
of such committees as are ordered to be printed. The law 
requires that ten copies be deposited in the State library. 
In that collection the series begins with 1831, the year of 
the burning of the capitol, and no earlier volume bound as 
such has been found, although from certain pamphlets it 
seems evident that reports which one would now expect to 
find in the public documents were printed at an earlier date. 
In 1831 the series was known as "Legislative Documents." 

Some very interesting and important reports, which, may 
be mentioned here because they were authorized by the 
assembly, are those concerning irregularities occurring in 
the reconstruction times. One of these is the report of 
Bragg, Phillips, and Scott, commissioners to investigate 
charges of corruption and fraud in the issue of certain 
i-ailroad bonds, 1869-70. Another is the report of Shipp, 
Batchelor, and Martin, commissioners to investigate 
charges of fraud and corruption, 1871-72. Of these two 
reports the former is usually called ''The Bragg Report" 
and the latter "The Shipp Report." The former has be- 
very difficult to obtain, owing, as is commonly reported, to 
the destruction of many copies by a wealthy family which 
was implicated in the frauds. 

A more important report than either of these is that of 
the impeachment trial of Governor W. W. Holden, 1871, in 
three volumes. It contains much material in regard to the 
reign of terror which grew out of Governor Holden's 
attempt to suppress the Ku Klux in North Carolina. 

Judicial documents » — The reports of the decisions of cases 
in the supreme court go back as far as the cases reported 
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by Francis Xavier Martin, and later known as 1 and 2 Mar- 
tin. These reports, with two others, have been printed in 
one volume, and the compilation is now known as 1 North 
Carolina Reports. It begins with 1789. For a long time the 
reports continued to be known by the names of the lawyers 
who reported them, law cases, furthermore, being some- 
times reported separately from equity cases. Thus we have 
Haywood's Law and Equity Cases, Devereux's Law Cases, 
and Devereux's Equity Cases. Since the civil war this con- 
fusion has been abandoned. Law cases and equity cases are 
now reported together, and the volumes are numbered con- 
secutively, with a numeration which goes back to the first 
volume. The assembly has authorized the secretary of state 
to reprint such volumes of these as are out of print, and 
the revised numeration has been applied to the reprints 
along with the plder titles. Two copies of each volume are 
required to be deposited in the State library, and the secre- 
tary of state is authorized to sell any copies that may be 
left after the regular distribution, as, indeed, he may do of 
any document which is to be distributed from his oflSce. 
The reports have now reached the one hundred and twenty- 
fifth volume, two being issued each year. 

Several digests of the supreme court reports have been 
made. These are Hawk's Digest, 1778-1826; Battle's Di- 
gest, from the earliest times till 1866, 3 volumes; Iredell's 
Digest, 1778-1845, 3 volumes; Jones's Digest, 1845-1853; 
Womack's Digest, 1891. 

Auditors' reports. — ^The office of auditor was established 
in 1868. Before that time the duties now devolving on the 
auditor were performed by a comptroller, an officer who 
went far back toward the beginning of statehood. How 
soon a comptroller's report was printed does not appear. \t 
was not included in the legislative documents of 1831, but 
appeared there in 1842. A copy separately printed and 
dated 1840 is preserved in the auditor's office in Raleigh, and 
in the State library is a bound volume of comptroller's 
reports for the years 1839-1849. 

Education reports, — Although efforts were made in the 
assembly as early as 1825 and 1840 to provide a system of 
public schools in North Carolina, nothing of impoi*tance was 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 ^17 
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done until 1852, when the office of superintendent of common 
schools was created.* The first annual report is dated 1864, 
and the series continued until the schools were closed, for 
lack of funds, at the end of the war. A system of public 
schools, provided for by the constitution of 1868, was 
established in 1869, and the reports of the State superin- 
tendent of public instruction are continuous since that date. 
These reports are preserved in the State library. 

Reports of the hirean of labor statistics, — ^This bureau was 
established by the assembly of 1887, and its first report was 
published in- that year. Since then its annual reports have 
appeared continuously. 

. Reports of the department of agriculture. — Before the civil 
war the State had a board of agriculture and geology, and 
some pamphlets and larger reports were issued, perta.ining 
chiefly to geology. In 1877 the department was placed on 
its present footing, with the exception that it then embraced 
the geological reports, which, since the establishment of the 
existing geological survey, in 1892, have been separately 
issued. The reports of the department are: 

Handbook of North Carolina, L. L. Polk. 1879. 

Mineral localities of North Carolina, W. C. Kerr and F. A. Genth. 1881. 

Reprinted in 1835. 
Ores of North Carolina, W. C. Kerr and G. B. Hanna. 1888. Reprinted 

in 1893. 
Handbook of North Carolina, P. M. Hale and M. McGehee. 1882. 
Woods and timbers of North Carolina, P. M. Hale. 
The coal and iron counties of North Carolina, P. M. Hale. 1883. 
Handbook of North Carolina, J. D. Cameron. 1892. 
North Carolina and its resources, T. K. Bruner. 1896. 
Beschreibung von Nord Carolina, T. K. Bruner and J. W. Thompeon. 

1900. 

The department also publishes monthly bulletins for gen- 
eral distribution. Below will be mentioned, in connection 
with the geological surveys, the reports of the latter which 
deal with the subject of agriculture. 

Reports of the agricultural experiment station, — Until re- 
cently the agricultural experiment station was connected 
with the department of agriculture. In 1879 it began to 

1 There were reports of the directors of the Mterary fund before 1852, notably in 1888, 
but complete data regarding the subject has not been found. 
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print its reports under the direction of the State chemist 
and director of the station, A. R. Ledoux. These reports 
have been continued under succeeding directors. In 1886 
the meteorological division of the station began to print an 
annual report. 

Geological survey. — From an early day the State has been 
interested in its minerals. As early as 1824 a survey was 
established under the direction of Mitchell and Olmsted. 
It made its report in three parts: (1) in 1824; (2) in 1825, 
and (3) in 1827. The whole report filled 142 pages. This 
was followed in 1829 by a further report by Mitchell. In 
1852 the Emmons survey was organized, under the charge 
of Ebenezer Emmons. The reports were: (1) report of 1852. 
(2) Report of progress, 1855. (3) Geological Report of the 
Midland Counties of North Carolina, 1856. (4) National 
Foundry, Deep River, North Carolina. (5) Agriculture of 
the Eastern Counties, 1858; Agriculture of North Carolina, 
1860. (6) Swamp Lands of North Carolina, 1860. All of 
these were by Emmons. (7) Woody Plants of North Caro- 
lina, M. A. Curtis, 1860. (8) Agriculture, Geological and 
Descriptive Sketches of Lower North Carolina, Edmund 
Rnffin, 1861; Catalogue of the Indigenous and Naturalized 
Plants of the State, M. A. Curtis, 1867. 

The Kerr survey was organized in 1864. In 1867 it made 
a report of progress. A similar report was issued in 1869, 
with an appendix in 1873. In 1875 appeared Volume I of 
the general report, with plates and maps. Volume II was 
not completed. "Minerals and mineral resources of North 
Carolina," by F. A. Genth and W. C. Kerr, 1881, was 
designed to be Chapter I of that volume, and ''Ores of North 
Carolina," by W. C. Kerr and G. B. Hanna, 1888, was 
intended to form Chapter II. These last two have already 
been mentioned in connection with the publications of the 
agricultural department. 

In 1882 Prof. W. C. Kerr, assisted by Capt. William 
Cain, published a geological map of North Carolina, on the 
scale of 10 miles to the inch. The work of this geological 
survey was brought to an untimely end by the death of 
Professor Kerr in 1888. 
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The present geological survey was authorized by the 
assembly in 1891, and was put into operation in the follow- 
ing year. It has issued the following publications: 

Iron ores of North Carolina, by Henry B. C. Nitze. 1893. 

Gold deposits in North Carolina, by Henry B. C. Nitze and G. B. 

Hanna. 1896. 
Road material and road construction in North Carolina, by J. A. 

Holmes and William Cain. 1893. 
The forests, forest lands, and forest products of eastern North Carolina, 

by W. W. Ashe. 1894. 
The timber trees of North Carolina, by Gifford Pinchot and W. W. 

Ashe. No date. 
Forest fires, their destructive work, causes, and prev ntion, by W. W, 

Ashe. 1895. 
Walter powers in North Carolina, by G. F. Swain and J. A. Holmes. 

No date. 
Monazite and monazite deposits in North Carolina, by Henry B. C. 

Nitze. 1895. 
Gold mining in North Carolina and other Appalachian States, by Henry 

B. C. Nitze and A. J. Wilkins. No date. 
Corundum and the basic magnesian rocks of Western North Carolina, 

by J. V. Lewis. 18^5. 
Cla\ deposits and clay industries in North Carolina, by J. A. Holmes 

and Heinri' h Reis. 

Eosters, — The following rosters have been published: 
Muster rolls of the North Carolina soldiers of the War of 1812. 1851. 

Published by the Adjutant-General. Reprinted in 1873. 
Roster of North Carolina troops in the war with Mexico. 1887. 
Roster of North Crirolina troops in the war between the States, by 

J. W. Moore. 1882. 

Reports of the hoard of jyublic clmrlties. — ^These reports 
are made for each year, but published biennially. They in- 
clude reports from the three asjHums for the insane, the 
schools for the deaf and dumb and for the blind, the sol- 
diers' home, and the two orphan asylums which receive 
State aid, together with reports from the various counties 
in regard to prisons and almshouses. 

Reports of the hoard of health. — ^These reports are issued 
biennially and contain mortuary records for North Carolina 
towns, reports on the sanitary condition of county and 
State charitable and penal institutions, and a report of the 
secretly of the board on general health matters. The 
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board also publishes a monthly bulletin for general distri- 
bution. The board was established on its present footing 
by the assembly of 1885, its first report being issued in 
1887. 

Miscdlaneous. — ^In the State library is a report of the 
board of public improvements, 1819-1830, 2 volumes. 

A volume called "Internal improvements, documents and 
reports, 1822-1866," seems to be merely a bound copy of a 
number of pamphlets. 

The State library has a volume containing North Carolina 
Railroad reports, Raleigh and Gaston Railroad reports, and 
Western North Carolina Railroad reports. 

A document of general interest is " The Declaration of 
Independence by the Citizens of Mecklenburg County on the 
twentieth of May, 1775," printed by the State, 1831. 

MANUSCRIPT RECORDS. 

The irregular nature of most of these records is so pro- 
nounced that it has seemed best to classify them according 
to the place in which they are found. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY. OF STATE. 

I. Records of grants.^— This is a series dealing with land 
grants. It extends without break from 1693 to 1900, and 
includes 190 volumes. The papers on which a grant is issued, 
and the report of survey, with the plot, are also filed. 

II. Letters patent, — ^This is a new series containing charters 
of corporations, except insurance, railway, and banking 
companies, which are usually incorporated by the assembly. 
The series begins with 1893, and at present has reached two 
volumes. 

III. There is also here the manuscript journal of the con- 
vention to consider the national Constitution in 1789. It is' 
bound with a volume of the manuscript laws. 

IV. Colonial port records, — ^These ajre the records, bound, 
of the port of Roanoke, 1732-1748, and some unbound rec- 
ords of the collector of the port of Beaufort for about the 
same period. 

V. Manuscript laws of the assembly. — ^These go back as 
far as 1743 and are continuous till the present, although in 
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the earlier years they are so bound as to overlap in many 
places. The texts have been printed in the series to which 
reference has already been made. 

VI. Jo^imah of the dssemhly. — Both the house and the 
senate journals are preserved as far back as before the Revo- 
lutionary period. Although Colonel Saunders, in the " Co- 
lonial Records," says that the records of the assembly go only 
to 1754, there is in the secretary's office a bound volume of 
journals of the assembly for 1751-1761. The council min- 
utes, which in colonial days take the place of senate journals, 
extend, but much mutilated, only as far back as 1730, al- 
though Colonel Saunders's collection gives them as early as 
1712. He perhaps found the early ones in a volume labeled 
"Council Minutes, Wills, and Inventories, 1700-1719." A 
volume of council minutes for 1780 is missing. 

VII. Old court records. — These are court records of Per- 
quimons precinct, 1698-1706; court records of Chowan pre- 
cinct, 1716-1729; chancery court records, 1712-1728, and 
records of the general court, 1712/13-1724. 

VIII. Wills and inventories, — There are some volumes of 
wills which go back as far as 1712, and come down as late 
as 1768. Two volumes of inventories are for 1749-1752 and 
1778. Another volume contains both wills and inventories 
for 1709. There are also in this office a large number of 
wills and inventories not copied into books, but merely filed 
in bundles. Most of the documents in this division refer to 
the Albemarle section of Carolina. A large number of the 
rare old papers have been rebound under the direction of 
Hon. Cyrus Thompson, secretary of state. 

IX. Election returns, — Returns of elections are made to 
the office of the secretary of state, but until the term of 
Hon. Cyrus Thompson, 1897-1901, the papers were not filed 
in a way to make them accessible to investigators. Some 
attempt in that direction was made in the office not long 
after the civil war, but it proved short lived. It would be 
a useful thing if the various reports from the counties could 
now be tabulated. 

X. Miscellaneous, — 1. Records of the committee of safety 
of Wilmington, 1774. 

2. A volume dated 1816-1818 and containing repoi-ts of 
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surveys of certain North Carolina rivers, with other matters 
relating to the improvement of navigation/ With it is a 
surveyor's field notebook, with notes on the navigation of 
the Yadkin, Roanoke, and other rivers. 

(For other surveys and reports relating to internal im- 
provements see post^ under oflSce of the Governor.) 

3. Registration of the counties of Cabarrus, Caldwell, 
Camden, Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee, 
Chowan, Clay, and Cleveland, State of North Carolina, 
headquarters of the Second Military district, 1868. 

4. Militia muster rolls for niost of the counties, 1X97-98. 
5o List of justices of the peace in the various counties, 

1800-1809 (incomplete). 

6. List of warrants for land granted by the court of claims, 
1765-1768. 

7. Tax lists of certain counties; 1761 is the earliest date, 
and others run into this century. The papers are unbound. 
They properly belong to the office of the auditor, although 
they are in the custody of the secretary of state, probably 
for convenience of storing. 

8. Census takers' returns, 1860. Why these records are 
here is not explained. Possibly they were not removed 
from the State before the outbreak of hostilities in 1861, 
and have been left unclaimed where they happened to be 
deposited. 

9. A collection of land grants made by Earl Granville's 
agents. Unbound. 

10. Some unbound papers relating to early colonial courts. 

11. Correspondence of W. R. Davie relating to his mission 
to France, 1799-1800. 

12. A volume labeled ''Miscellaneous," containing jour- 
nals of Congress, 1776-1780, and other papers. 

13. A collection of maps of various localities, used by 
W. C. Kerr in the preparation of his geological map of the 
State, 1882. 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

I. Letter hooks of the governors, — ^These are complete for 
the period of statehood, with the exception of the first term 
of Governor Vance, 1863-1865. This volume is missing, 
and is said to have been taken out of the office during the 
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occupation of the capitol by the Union forces in 1865. This 
charge suggests that the accusation of general vandalism so 
frequently made against the Northern army during this 
occupation is not found to be confirmed. The present 
investigation shows no appreciable gaps in the archives 
which appear to be due to this cause, with the possible 
exception of the missing letter book above mentioned. 

II. Warrant hooks, — ^These books contain the warrants 
issued by the governors to the State treasurer. The series 
terminates with the adoption of the constitution of 1868, 
probably because the function of auditing accounts by the 
new officer, the auditor, then replaced that of approval by 
the governor. 

III. Repo^rU of the hoard of internal improvements. — ^These 
are in four volumes, covering the years 1819, 1820, 1822, 
and 1837-1850. The governor was president of the board, 
and for this reason the records were left in his office. 

IV. Miscellaneous. — 1. Record of appointments, 1761- 
1772. Contains commissions of appointees. 

2. Records of pardons. Several voluriies. 

3. Applications for office during Governor Holden's 
administration. 

4. Muster rolls of militia in the earl}'^ part of the nine- 
teenth century; also muster rolls of troops in the civil war. 
Both are very imperfect. 

5. Order book of Governor Clark. 

6. Letter books of the private secretary of the governor. 
These are of recent origin. 

7. Records of the Provincial Congress, 1774-1776. The 
place of these records is clearly in the office of the secretary 
of state, where the other legislative records are kept. 

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR. 

I. Account hoohs of the comptroller of accounts in re 
''The United States of America to the State for sundries 
allowed by the commifctee of claims," 1776, 1779, 1782, and 
1783. Four volumes. 

II. Army accounts, — Volumes 3-8, 12, 13. These accounts 
refer to service in the Revolutionary war, and seem, to "be , 
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the bases on which the reports indicated under heads I and 
VI were prepared. Volume 4 contains remarks on certain 
claims which came before the commissioners, throwing 
much light on the condition of the service. Accounts for 
General Rutherford's expedition against the Chickamauga 
Indians, 1776, are in volume 6. Volume 13 also contains 
remarks explaining the purpose for which the expenditures 
are made. Volume 3 contains records of payments for 
services in the army, and is a valuable source for personal 
data. 

III. Public accounts of the State of Worth Carolma^ Book 
First, including volumes 1-6, August 22, 1775- April, 1776. 

IV. Receipt hook for sums paid retired officers of the 
Continental Line^ supernumeraries, etc, together with 
amounts paid to the noncommissioned oflScers for defi- 
ciency of clothing, 1782-1783. 

V. Settlenfient of the artny accounts at Halifax, 1783- 
1T84, by Willie Jones, Benjamin McCulloch, and Henry 
Montford, commissioner. In Book of Settlements, No. 30. 

VI. Abstract of the army accounts of the North Ca/rolina 
Line, — Settled by the commissioners at Halifax, Septem- 
ber 1, 1784-February 1, 1785, and at Warrenton in 1786. 
In Book of Settlements, No. 28. 

VII. Paymefiit of the Continental soldiers at Halifax, — 
Contains alphabetical list of soldiers with periods of service. 
In Book of Settlements, No. 19. 

VIII. Account of the United States with the State of 
North Carolina for sundries fum.ished and ca^h paid to the 
militia of North Carolina, Virginia, and South Carolvna, 
allowed at a meeting of the committee of claims at Halifax, 
1779. 

The accounts above noted are not readily accessible. The 
titles here given to the various volumes are usually such as 
a brief examination of the contents seems to warrant, co- 
inciding in some cases with titles at the beginnings of the 
volumes themselves, 

IX. Pensions paid to Confederate soldiers and to the 
widows of the same. Nearly 50 large volumes, known as 
"Soldiers' Pensions" and "Widows' Pensions." 
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STATE LIBRARY. 

I. Manuscript Icms^ 1715. — ^Most of these laws are in- 
cluded in the revisions printed later. Some of them, how* 
ever, were omitted, and are to be found only in this volume. 
A number of these laws were not included iti the Colonial 
Records, probably because it was assumed that they were 
all to be found in the printed copies. 

II. Proclamation hook of the governor^ 1766-1775. — Con- 
tains addresses, dispatches, etc. 

III. Messages and proclamations of Governor Josiah 
Martin^ 1771-1781. — Collected from the records in the 
British Rolls Office. 

IV. Roll of horuyr of the North Carolina troops in the 
civil war. 
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PRINTED ARCHIVES. 

The first publications of the Province of Pennsylvania 
intended for public use were the laws of the assembly. As 
early as May 23, 1683, it was proposed to the council that 
the laws of the Province should be printed, but after debate 
the question was negatived.* On July 26, 1684, it was left 
to the governor's discretion to have the laws and charters 
printed in London.^ On November 18, 1701, a resolution 
was passed directing the master of the rolls to have the laws 
printed forthwith.* But beyond the volumes comprising 
the laws of 1700 and 1712, respectively, published by private 
enterprise, which did not pay, nothing was done to caiTy 
out the purposes of the resolution of 1701 until 1714. In 
the latter year all the laws of the Province then in force, 
with the titles of such as were obsolete, expired, or repealed, 
were collected and printed in one volume by order of the 
governor and assembly.^ 

In 1728 the general assembly ordered a similar volume 
to be collected and printed. • Both of these were sold by 

1 For references to other accounts of the archives of Pennsylvania, see the "List of 
printed indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories of historical man- 
uscript," in the First Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission (Report of the 
American Historical Association, 1896, Vol. I, pp. 492,505,506). 

The compilers are under especial obligations to Dr. William Henry Egle, formerly 
State librarian; Dr. George Edward Reed, the present State librarian, and his first 
assistant, Mr. Howard B. Hartswich; Hon. L. G. McCauley, late auditor-general, and 
his chief clerk, Mr. P. D. Bricker; Hon. James W. Latta, secretary of internal affairs, 
and Mr. Theodore B. Klein, chief clerk, Mr. John H. Campbell, and Maj. R. H. 
Forster, of the same department; Mr. George D. Thome, chief clerk of the state 
department; and Hon. Thomas McCamant, formerly auditor-general, for the cour- 
tesies extended to them in the prosecution of their work. They are also indebted to 
Mr. Luther R. Kelker, of Harrisburg,~for generous services and valuable information. 

« Colonial Records, Vol. I, p. 74. 

"Colonial Records, Vol. I, p. 117. 

< Colonial Records, Vol. II, p. 64. 

6 Votes of the Assembly, Vol. II, pp. 152, 153, 154. 

•Votes of the Assembly, Vol. Ill, p. 59. 
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Andrew Bradford, the printer to the Province. Beginning 
with 1728, the laws of the assembly were regularly pub- 
lished by authority of the Province, and at various intervals 
collections of the laws in force at the time were also pub- 
lished by order of the assembly.^ When the Province 
became a State the same practice was continued. But it 
appeared upon investigation by a commission appointed in 
1883, that 108 acts had never been printed, and that upward 
of 1,000 acts were, by reason of the scarcity of the early 
volumes in which they are contained, nearly as inaccessible 
as if they were still in manuscript. It was accordingly 
enacted in 1887 that there be printed "the statutes passed, 
general and special, from the year 1700 to the year 1800, 
with such of the opinions of the attorney -general of Great 
Britain, orders of the privy council in relation to the repeal 
of acts passed by the colonial assembly, and such other 
illustrative matter as to the said commissioners may seem 
appropriate."* In pursuance to this act, seven volumes, 
entitled "The Statutes at Large of Pennsylvania from 1682 
to 1801," have been published, covering the period 1700- 
1770. Volume I of this series is not yet published, the 
material for it being so difficult to obtain that its publica- 
tion was deferred. It is now reported that the material has 
been secured and the introduction prepared, but for reasons 
not stated the publication of the volume is still delayed.' 
The completed work will consist of 10 volumes. 

The most important publication after the laws issued by 
the Province was that of the " Votes and Proceedings of the 
Assembl}^," beginning with December 4, 1682. This work 
was undeitaken in 1752,* and involved a financial burden 
that must have been great at the time. The series comprised 
when completed seven large folio volumes, and covered the 
period from 1682 to 1776.' From 1776 to 1790 this publica- 

1 Report of State librarian, 1899, pp. 187-193. 

« Acts of May 19, 1887 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1887, p. 129), and of May 3, 1889 (Laws 
of Pennsylvania, 1889, p. 77). 

3 A portion of the introduction was published in the Pennsylvania Magazine of 
History and Biography, Vol. XXII, pp. 39^-409, as "The legal history of Pennsyl- 
vania," by Chas. R. Hildebum. 

* Votes of the Assembly, Vol. IV, p. 229. 

s For list see report of State librarian, 1899, p. 193. 
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tion was known as the "Journals of the Assembly." ^ With 
the adoption of the constitution of 1790, it was differentiated 
into the "journals of the senate" and the "journals of the 
house of representatives," and has been continued to the 
present time by constitutional requirement.* 

Prior to 1854 the senate and house journals included all 
official reports made to the legislature, and many other 
important documents.^ After that year, until 1887, such 
reports were published separately under the title of "Legis- 
lative Documents."* Since 1887 they havQ been published 
under the name of "Official documents."^ 

At the same time that the legislative documents were 
made a publication separate from the journals, the legis- 
lature began to publish its proceedings at length in what 
has since been known as the "Legislative Record." While 
the journals contained merely the minutes of the proceed- 
ings, the Record comprises a full report of the debates. 
Since about 1870 the Legislative Record has been very 
voluminous. 

Other publications pertaining to the legislative business 
are house bills and senate bills. It is only since 1883, 
however, that these are absolutely complete so far as regu- 
lar publication is concerned. The senate bills, with some 
omissions, ^tq found in printed volumes extending as far 
back as 1816, and the house bills to 1833. Whether there 
are any bills in manuscript form not printed, and of an 
earlier date, could not be learned. 

From the time that the Province became a State, impor- 
tant executive documents were published either in connection 
with the legislative journals or as separate publications. 
Down to 1843 they were published and sent out boundw ith 
the journals, but from 1843 to 1886 the reports of various 
branches of the executive department were published in a 
series called "Executive Documents." ® At first the reports 

^ Proceedings of convention of Pennsylvania, 1776 and 1790, p. 69 (Harrisburg, 1826); 
qf. report of State librarian, 1899, pp. 193, 194. 

2 Const, of 1790, Art. I, sec. 14; Const, of 1838, Art. I, sec. 15; Const, of 1873, Art. I, sec. 12. 

3 Report of State librarian, 1899, pp. 194-209, 210-227. 

*Act of March 16, 1853 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1853, p. 198). For list see report of 
State librarian, 1899, pp. 239-267. 

6 Act of April 16, 1887 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1887, p. 69). For list see report of State 
librarian, 1899, pp. 257-260. 

•For list see report of State librarian, 1899, pp. 228-238. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



270 AMEBICAN HI8TOBI0AL ASSOCIATION. 

were comprised in a single volume, but ten years later 
(1853), when the office of superintendent of public printing 
was created, it was ordered that thereafter there should be 
printed from the forms used in printing the Executive Docu- 
ments 3,000 copies of the auditor-general's report, 3,000 
of the report of the canal commissioners, and 15,000 of the 
report of the superintendent of common schools, the copies 
to be distributed among the members of the legislature and 
the heads of the departments interested/ For several years 
one-fourth of the number were printed in German. In 
1886-87 the two series of ''Executive Documents" and 
" Ijegislative Documents" were succeeded by a new series 
entitled "Pennsylvania Official Documents." The reports 
of the various departments are also still published separately^. 
The reports published and distributed by the State are the 
following:* 

Governor's inaugural and message of the governor (biennial). 
Annual report of the auditor-general. 
Annual report of the State treasurer. 
Annual report of the secretary of internal affairs. 

General. 

Railroads, canals, telegraphs, telephones, etc 

Industrial statistics. 

Land oflSce and boundary lines. 

Bureau of mines, etc. 
Annual report of the superintendent of public instruction. 

School laws and decisions. 
Biennial report of the commission of soldiers' orphan schools. 
Annual report of the adjutant-general. 
Annual report of the insurance commissioner (fire). 
Annual report of the* insurance commissioner (life). 
Annual report of the commissioner of banking. 
Annual report of the factory inspectors. 
Annual report of the department of agriculture. 
Annual report of the board of public charities. 
Annual report of the fish commissioner. 
Annual report of the Slate board of public health. 
Annual report of the sinking fund commissioners. 
Annual report of the trustees of Pennsylvania State college. 
Annual report of the State librarian. 
Annual report of^he superintendent of public printing. 
Annual report, of the attorney-general. 

1 Act of March 16, 1863 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1853, p. 198). 

«Act of April 16, 1887 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1887, pp. 64-59); and supplements to 
the act of 1887, Pepper and Lewis's Digest, Vol. Ill, pp. 487-491; report of the super- 
intendent of public printing, 1899, p. 40. 
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Although such liberal provision had been made for the 
publication of the contemporary executive documents, it was 
not until 1837 that the minutes of the provincial council 
or of the executive department of the Province were author- 
ized to be printed, and this series was not completed until 
1856. A fuller statement relative to this series, known as 
the "Colonial Records," and of the later series of archives 
will be given below. 

It was many years after the publication of legislative and 
executive documents had been authorized before the Com- 
monwealth made provision for the publication of documents 
relative to the" judicial department. Prior to 1845, the 
editing and publication of the reports of the supreme court 
were left to private enterprise. By an act of April 11, 1845, 
however, the cases tried since that date have been reported 
for publication by a State reporter,^ and, beginning with 
1881, the copyright has been taken out by the secretary of 
the Conunonwealth. There have been published, since 1754, 
195 volumes of the reports of the supreme court, and since 
the establishment of the superior court, in 1895, 13 volumes 
of its reports.* In addition to the State reports, there are 
new additions, digests, and reports of omitted cases, pub- 
lished privately. The report of the attorney-general, as a 
member of the executive department, has been published 
either annually or biennially since 1858. 

Apart from the regular publications of the Common- 
wealth, the most important special series of documents 
issued by authority of the State are the Colonial Records 
and the several series of archives. This work was inaugu- 
rated in 1837. In that year the legislature, on the joint 
representation of the American Philosophical Societj^^ and 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, directed the publi- 
cation of the Minutes of the Provincial Council.^ These, 
as brought together from various depositories, comprised 
32 volumes, and covered the period from 1682 to 1790, 
when the supreme executive council was superseded by a 

1 Laws of Pennsylvania, 1845, p. 374. 

« For list see Catalogrue of the Law Books of the Pennsylvania State Library, 1899, 
pp. 632, 633. 

8 Act of April 4, 1837 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1836-37, p. 364) ; act of April 14, 1838 
(Laws of Pennsylvania, 1837-38, p. 396). 
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governor. By 1840 three volumes were completed, bringing 
the work down to 1735. Here the matter rested for eleven 
years, owing to the financial stringency of the period. In 
1851 the secretary of the Commonwealth was authorized to 
continue the printing of the minules to the adoption of the 
Constitution of 1790.' 

The records of the provincial assembly from the time of 
its organization, October 4, 1682, had already been pub- 
lished. With the publication of the two sets of records the 
history of the executive and legislative departments is com- 
plete.* The minutes or the executive council are known as 
the "Colonial Records," and comprise 16 volumes, besides 
the index. 

In the same year that the Colonial Records were authorized 
to be completed another publication, the ''Pennsylvania 
Archives," was urged upon the legislature, and its publica- 
tion was provided for.' The series consists of 12 volumes, 
and comprises original documents, letters, treaties, and 
other papers prior to 1790. The collection contains about 
11,000 distinct papers, taken mostly from the office of the 
State department, and is a very valuable contribution to the 
colonial and Revolutionary history of the State. The larger 
number of the volumes (IV-IX) cover the period of the 
Revolutionary war, and consist chiefly bf the minutes of the 
council of safety, the board of war and other revolutionary 
bodies, and impoi-tant correspondence of these organizations 
and of public men. Volume IX also includes papers relat- 
ing to the Connecticut claim, 1782, and Volume XII con- 
tains notes on the forts in the western part of the State. 
The supervision of the publication of the Colonial Records 
was left to the clerks in the office of the secretary of the 
Commonwealth, but the work of editing the archives was 
intrusted to Samuel Hazard,* a selection which proved to be 
a most fortunate one. The publication was completed in 

1 Act of Feb. 15, 1861 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1851, pp. 72-74). 

« There are some gaps in the records of the council, which in one instance have 
been supplied by the publication of the missing minutes in the Penn. Magazine of 
History and Biography, Vol. XI, pp. 151-159, minutes from the 4th day of 2d month to 
2l8t day of 7th month. 1692. 

8 Act of Feb. 15, 1851 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1861, pp. 72-74). 

4 Act of Feb. 15, 1851 (Penn. Archives, Ist series, 1, 15); act of March 1,1862 (lbid.,pp, 
22,23); act of April 12,1865 (ibid., VoI.XII,pp.ix-xi). 
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1856. The volumes are not provided with tables of con- 
tents, but a general index to the Colonial Records and to this 
series of archives was prepared by Mr. Hazard and pub- 
lished in 1860. Unfortunately, it contains some inaccura- 
cies. 

At the time of the publication of the first series of Penn- 
sylvania Archives the minutes of the board of war and navy 
could not be found. In 1873, while making some repairs 
in the offices of the State department, the books and papers 
of the old comptroller-general's office were discovered and 
the minutes brought to light. As the Colonial Records and 
Pennsylvania Archives were incomplete without them, an 
act was passed authorizing the publication of the ''recently 
recovered minutes of the board of war and navy board, 
together with such other papers belonging to the same as 
are of historical value and have not already been published, 
including those of the year 1794, relating to what is known 
as the ' whisky insurrection,' and the years from 1812 to 1815, 
relative to the last war with Great Britain."^ This series 
of papers is known as the ''Pennsylvania Archives, second 
series," and consists of -19 volumes of about 800 pages each. 
The first 10 volumes were edited by John B. Linn and Dr. 
William Henry Egle, the remaining volumes by Dr. Egle 
alone. The series contains a great variety of documents. 
Unfortunately, no general index to the series has been pub- 
lished,* and but few of the volumes are provided with 
tables of contents. It is only fair to add that the occasional 
irregularity in the arrangement of the contents was due in 
part to the fact that in some instances, owing to the unclas- 
sified condition of the manuscript archives, material was 
brought to light after the volumes containing matter of a 
similar nature had been published. 

Volumes X, XI, XIII, XIV, and XV of this series are 



1 Act of May 13, 1874 (Laws of Pennsylvania. 1874, pp. 137-138). By acts of May 13, 
1889 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1889, pp. 204, 205), and June 26, 1895 (Laws of Pennsyl- 
vania, 1895, p. 309), the republication of Vols. I-XIV was authorized and an increased 
number of copies of the forthcoming Vols. XV-XIX provided for. 

8 By act of May 23, 1893, an appropriation of 91,000 was made for a general index to 
this series. An index was prepared, but owing to its imperfections it was withheld 
from publication by the editor of the series until it could be revised. The revision, 
however, appears never to have been completed. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 18 
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entitled "Pennsylvania in the War of the Revolution." 
They contain lists of the soldiers of the Revolution, both 
of the Continental Line and of the militia, muster rolls, 
documents relating to the association, journals and diaries 
of soldiers, and accounts of several Indian expeditions. An 
especially difficult task was the compilation of the list of 
Pennsylvania soldiers in the Revolutionary war. The origi- 
nal muster rolls of the Pennsylvania Line, instead of copies, 
had been sent on request to Washington soon after the estab- 
lishment of the Federal Capital there, and were subsequently 
destroyed by the burning of the public buildings of the city 
at the time of its capture by the British troops. Many of 
the names of soldiera were secured from the depreciated pay 
certificates. ^ Unfortunately , however, not all the data given 
on these certificates was printed, such as the company, regi- 
ment, and rank of the person to whom the certificate was 
issued, as well as the place from which they were dated. It 
is to be regretted also that such muster rolls of militia com- 
panies as were found were not invariably reproduced in 
full. To have done so would have added some valuable data 
for purposes of identification. 

In 1893 the legislature provided for the further continua- 
tion of the archives by authorizing the publication of the 
first 10 volumes of the third series.* Four years later 20 
additional volumes were ordered to be published, thereby 
increasing the set to 30 volumes, the last 4 of which, 
recently published, consist of an index to Volumes XI- 
XXVI.' The first 26 volumes were edited by Dr. Egle. 
His successor, Dr. George Edward Reed, has had charge of 
the preparation of the index. Each volume contains about 
800 pages. The contents are described as "Documents and 
papers connected with the affairs of the Provincial and State 
governments of a date prior to the war of 1812-14." The 
documents and papers of the first 10 volumes relate to a 

1 See Penn. Archives, 2d series, Vol. XIII, pp. 1-260. These certificates were granted 
to soldiers to make good the amount they had lost by being paid with the depreciated 
Continental currency, by act of December 18, 1780, and were accepted by the State in 
payment for certain land. See an article on depreciation lands in Penn. Archives, 
3d series, Vol. Ill, pp. 769-771. 

2 Act of May 23, 1893 '(Laws of Pennsylvania, 1893, p. 113). 

8 Act of May 5, 1897 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1897, pp. 41, 42). 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



REPOKT OF PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION. 275 

great variety of subjects. Volumes XI-XXII consist of 
tax lists from the diflFerent counties. Volume XXIII con- 
tains the muster rolls of the Pennsylvania navy, and of 
militia and other military organizations of the Revolutionary 
period. Volumes XXIV, XXV, and XXVI are made up 
of warrantees of lands and tax lists of several counties. 
There are more than half a million names of taxables, oflS- 
cials, and soldiers in this series, making it of great value to 
genealogists and lawyers, but of little interest to the histo- 
rian. The cost of editing and printing an edition of 2,000 
copies of this series has been between $55,000 and $60,000.* 

The fourth series of archives, authorized by the legislature 
in 1899,* is now being edited, and is to consist of 10 volumes, 
comprising "documents and papers connected with the 
affairs of the provincial and State government of a date fol- 
lowing the third series." This series will contain messages, 
proclamations, and other State papers of the governors. 
The first volume is promised shortly. 

Detailed lists of Pennsylvania State publications will be 
found in the reports of the State librarian, Dr. William 
Henry Egle, 1888-89, and that of Dr. George Edward Reed, 
1899; also in the forthcoming second part of Mr. R. R. 
Bowker's "State Publications." The State librarian's re- 
ports contain a list of the published documents in the Penn- 
sylvania State library, while Mr. Bowker's list is intended to 
include all documents printed by the State. A duplication of 
these elaborate lists is, of course, unnecessary, but an 
enumeration and description of some of the most important 
of the State publications may not be out of place. 

CONSTITUTIONAL. 

The proceedings relative to the calling of the conventions 
of 1776 and 1780; the minutes of the convention that formed 
the constitution of 1790; a view of the proceedings of the 
convention of 1776, and of the first and only session of the 



1 The actual cost of editing and printing the first 26 volumes haa been $50,430.73. 
This total is based on the remuneration of the editor of *500 per volume, and the 
figures for printing compiled from the reports of the State printer for the years 1895- 
1899. The figures showing the cost of printing the last 4 volumes have not been pub- 
lished, but 86,000 would seem to be a conservative estimate. 

« Act of April 28, 1899 (Laws of Pennsylvania, 1899, p. Ill) . 
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council of censors, in 1783-84:, together with Penn's charter 
and the constitutions of 1776 and 1790, were published in 
1825 (8,384 pages) by private enterprise. 

The minutes of the constitutional convention of 1790, and 
those of the grand committee of the whole convention, pages 
222 + 101, folio, were printed at Philadelphia, 1789-90. 

The proceedings and debates of the later constitutional 
conventions, 1838 and 1873, together with the reports on 
the various amendments to the constitutions of those years, 
have been published in full. In 1838 the publication was 
made in German as well as in English. 

POLITICAL. 

Report of the electoral college, 1840 to date, except 1881. 

Reports on the impeachment of supreme court justices, 1805, and of a 

number of district justices in 1825. 
Report on Freemasonry investigation, 1837. 
Report on the ''Buckshot War," 1839. 
Report on corrupt practices of certain banks, 1836-40. 
Investigation of the State treasury, 1876. 
Vetoes of the governors, 1838 to date. 
The Pittsburg riot bill, 1879. 

INDUSTRIAL AND BCSONOMIC. 

Annual and occasional reports on banks, 1814 to date. The reports are 
now annual. 

Board of canal commissioners, annually, 1825-59. 

State agricultural society, annually since 1854. Now included in the 
report of the secretary of agriculture. 

Bulletins of the department of agriculture, 68 numbers since 1896. 

Reports of the first and second geological surveys, authorized in 1836 
and 1874, respectively, and a final report, authorized in 1891. These 
reports are very voluminous, consisting of more than 100 volumes, 
large and small, and a large number of atlases, maps, and charts. 
There is, besides, much unpublished material relating to the geolog- 
ical surveys. 

Railroads: Allegheny, Portage, 1844-1857; Philadelphia and Columbia 
Railroad, 1844-1857. 

Petroleum: Its production and products, 1893. 

Reports on Pennsylvania in the various great expositions — Centennial, 
World's Columbian, and Vienna. 
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MILITARY. 

Commission of frontier forts erected in the French and Revolutionary 
wars, 2 vols., 1896. The most important historical work published 
by the State, excepting the various series of archives.^ 

Valley Forge commission. Reports, 1894 and 1897, with maps and illus- 
trations. 

Chief of transportation and tel^raph department. Annual reports, 
1861-64. 

State agent at Washington. Reports, 1863-67. 

State agent in the Southwest. Reports, 1864-66. 

Military department. Annual reports of the executive office, 1864-66. 

History of Pennsylvania Volunteers, 1861-66, by Samuel P. Bates, 5 
vols. 

Pennsylvania at Gettysburg, 2 vols., 1893. 

Pennsylvania at Chickamauga and Chattanooga, 1 vol., 1897. 

PUBLIC HEALTH, CHARITY, EDUCATION, ETC. 

Report on the sanitary convention, Pittsburg, 188&. 

Committee on lunacy. Annual report, since 1883, to the board of pub- 
lic charities. 

Institutions — Charitable, penal, reformatory, educational, etc. Annual 
reports. 

The reports of the Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, 
1825 to date. 

Compendium of the laws relating to public health and safety, with the 
decisions of the supreme court and county courts relative thereto, 
1888. 

State prisons, hospitals. Soldiers' Homes, and orphans' schools; history, 
finances, and laws by which they are governed, 2 vols. , 1897. 

Charitable institutions of Pennsylvania which received State aid in 1897 
and 1898, 2 vols., 1898. 

Common-school laws, with decisions of the superintendent of public 
instruction. First arranged in 1870, and revised at intervals to date. 
One copy is placed biennially in every public school above the pri- 
mary grade. 

Educational convention in 1850. 

Pennsylvania school architecture, with plates and plans, 1855. 

Commission on industrial education, 1887-89. 

BOUNDARIES.* 

Report of the commission to survey the eastern and western boundaries, 
1816. 

1 For a review of this work by Dr. Charles J. Still6, see Penn. Magazine of History 
and Biography, Vol. XX, p. 257 et seq. 

2 The documents connected with the boundary disputes with Connecticut, New 
York, Maryland, and Virginia are to be found In the Colonial Records and Pennsyl- 
vania Archives. 
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Report of commissioners to survey the Potomac, 1833. 

Report of the commission on the Pennsylvania and New York bmmdary , 
1878. 

Report of the secretary of internal affairs on boundaries of the Common- 
wealth, 2 vols., 1887. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Topographical survey of the State, 1839. 

SmuU's legislation handbook. Annually (a few issues biennially) since 
1867. In the year following each decennial census one copy is placed 
in each public school above the primary grade. This publication had 
its origin in the * ' legislative manual, ' ' dating back at irregular intervals 
to 1846. 

Coat of arms commission report, 1875. 

PUBLIC PRINTING IN PENNSYLVANIA. 

In colonial times there was generally a "printer to the 
Province." The first printer in Pennsylvania was William 
Bradford. He seems, however, to have been employed by 
they early meeting rather than by civil authority, for when in 
the first issue of his press — an almanac for the year 1686 — 
he used the words "the beginning of the government here 
by y® Lord Penn," he was summoned before the council and 
told "not to print any thing but what shall have Lysence 
from y® Council"^ Subsequently he was twice summoned, 
once by the civil authorities and once by the j'^early meet- 
ing, for abusing the liberty of his press. The council bound 
him under £500 penalty not to print anything without a 
license. Bradford now wanted to return to England, but 
was induced to remain by the offer of a salary and promise 
of employment from the yearl}^ meeting.^ The sum offered 
was £40 a year. In 1692 his "tooles and Letters" were 
seized by the civil authorities, but restored by Governor 
Fletcher the following year.* Soon after he went to New 
York. Some time after 1700 we find that William Brad- 
ford's son Andrew was "printer to the Province;" then 
Benjamin Franklin, and others of lesser note. 

There is little that calls for special mention in the history 
of public printing in the State until about 1843. Prior to 

iCol. Records, Vol. I, p. 165. 

* Hildebum's Issues of the Penn. Press, Vol. I, p. 13. 

8 Col. Records, Vol. I, p. 366. 
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that year each house of the legislature and each department 
of the government had its own printer, who was paid at 
current prices for the work done. This plan brought a 
number of printers to the capital, who, in connection with 
their public business, usually conducted a newspaper, a fact 
which accounts for numerous sheets published at Harrisburg 
during that period. 

By an act of 1843^ the prices for printing were fixed, 
and the State printer was elected by a joint convention of 
both houses. Politics controlled the election, and in reward- 
ing partisan services "the treasury was depleted by the 
payment of extravagant and enormous bills for work done 
for the Commonwealth." To remedy these evils, the act of 
1844 was passed.^ This act invited competition, the contract 
for public printing being awarded to the lowest bidder. 
The English and German printing were done separately. A 
supplementary act was passed in 1853, providing for the 
appointment of a superintendent of public printing, whose 
duty it should be to receive and arrange all matter ordered 
to be printed, and supervise the printing thereof.' In 1856 
an effort was made to establish permanently the oflSce of 
State printer, the incumbent to be elected by the legislature; 
but the attempt failed. The State printer (there has been 
only one since 1856, the employment of a German printer 
having been discontinued in that year) is merely a con- 
tractor* to whom the public printing is publicly allotted 
by the secretary of the Commonwealth, with the approval 
of the governor, auditor-general, and State treasurer, once 
every four years. ^ 

An idea of the growth of public printing may be had 
from the following figures: The average cost of public 
printing for the five successive years from 1838 to 1843 
was $62,911.05;* in 1875 the cost was $106,434.68;' in 1898 
it was $266,310.40.* In 1843 the number of volumes 

1 Act of March 24, 1843 (Laws of Pa., 1843, pp. 110-114). 

2 Act of March 3, 1844 (Laws of Pa., 1844, p. 148). 
« Act of March 15, 1853 (Laws of Pa., 1863, p. 198). 

4 Act of April 9, 1856 (Laws of Pa., 1856, pp. 262-267): 

6 Act of May 1, 1876 (Laws of Pa., 1876, p. 68). 
« Legislative record, 1856, p. 403. 

7 Auditor-general's record, 1875, p. 77. 

8Rej)ort of superintendent of public printing, 1898, p. 8. 
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authorized by law to be ivj^ularly printed and distributed 
among the State officials was about 8,000.* At present the 
number aggregates 254,100 copies.* While the cost has 
increased about fourfold, the number of volumes printed 
has increased about thiily-two fold. 

MANUSCRIPT ARCmVES. 

In view of the liberal policy which the State has pursued 
in regard to the printing and publication of documents, it 
is the more surprising that there has been so little legisla- 
tive enactment relative to the care and preservation of manu- 
script archives. By force of custom and propriety, rather 
than by statute, the papers of the various divisions of the 
executive department have been allowed to accumulate in 
the offices of the heads of the respective bureaus.' From 
time to time, as new offices or bureaus were created and the 
duties of one of the older offices were conferred upon the 
new, laws have been passed for the transfer of certain 
papers from the custody of the one office to that of the 
other. 

In the absence of proper provision for the care, preser- 
vation, and classification of these documents, and of a proper 
place to keep them, they eventually accumulated in great 
quantities in the various departments. Limitations of space 
finally made it necessar}^ to relegate the older documents, 
and such others as were not in current demand, to the attics, 
cellars, or any other possible nooks and corners in the capi- 
tol buildings. Many of the papers thus stored were of 
great historical value; they were, however, not only prac- 
tically inaccessible and liable to destruction by fire, but 
were also exposed to the mvages of rats, dampness, and 
dirt, or to mutilation and theft b}' unsci-upulous persons 
who had access to them and realized their commercial value. 

Such was the situation in 1851, as disclosed by the reports 
of the select committees of the legislature appointed to inves- 
tigate the condition of the archives of the State. The senate 

1 Act of March 24, 1843 (Laws of Pa., 1843, pp. 110-114). 

2 Report of superintendent of public printing, 1898, pp. 34-35. 

» By the constitution the secretary of the Commonwealth is required to keep a rec- 
ord of all oflicial acts and proceedings of the governor. (Const., 1874, S 98.) 
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committee reported that the State archives '*^ in their present 
condition are' useless and, indeed, fast perishing. * ♦ * 
The papers themselves your committee found in the great- 
est possible state of disorder, as before remarked, the 
indorsements, where any exist, only serving to mislead. 
Many of them, too, are fast going to destruction under the 
combined influence of age and neglect, so that if any action 
is to be taken it must be speedy, for otherwise a few years 
more will probably seal the fate of a considerable portion, 
at least. Some, too, have been mutilated and others doubt- 
less carried off."^ To prevent the further destruction of 
these valuable records the committee recommended a small 
appropriation for the classification and binding of the more 
important papers. 

The report of the house committee gives a r^sum^ of the 
general character of the documents in the possession of the 
State. The committee refer to the documents of the Revolu- 
tionary period as follows: 

When the period of the Revolution is approached we will venture to 
pronounce no State richer in letters and documents connected with the 
struggle. It is natural to suppose that there should be much in the 
archives of a State which was the center of operation. Your committee, 
however, regret to say that they have learned [that] this portion of the 
collection, from long exposure, has been much diminished and impaired, 
and that ancient letters and papers generally, with all the vigilance that 
can be exercised, are yearly disappearing from the archives. Of the sig- 
natures of the founder, of the large number once in the department, but 
one is said to exist. 

Humiliating as it is to expose the^ neglect of which we have been 
guilty, let us hope a good result; and that State pride may be sufficiently 
aroused to remove the evil, in a judicious selection (by some competent 
person) and publication of what remains.'^ 

The report of the editor of the archives, Samuel Hazard, 
made a few months later after a searching examination, con- 
firmed the testimony of the legislative committees as to the 
general confusion of the documents and of the loss of valu- 
able papers and autogmphs.^ These reports resulted in the 
enactment of the law to continue the printing of the colo- 
nial records and authorized the preparation and publication 

1 Penn. Archives, Ist series, Vol. I, pp. 9, 10.. 

«Ibid.,p.l2. 

« Report of Dec. 31, 1851; Ibid., pp. 17-21. 
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of the first series of the Pennsylvania Archives, as previously 
stated. When, in 1865, this latter series was hearing com- 
pletion, the first act of importance relative to the preserva- 
tion of the manuscript archives was passed. * This law made 
provision for "the preservation and binding of the manu- 
scripts used in the printed archives," and appropriated $300 
for the purpose. It further required that the manuscripts 
should be deposited in the State library and kept for refer- 
ence.* Other provisions of this act directed the secretary of 
the Commonwealth to have framed the manuscript originals 
of the constitutions of the State of 1790 and 1838, and also 
the annual returns of the election of president and vice-presi- 
dent of the State from 1778 to 1789, in such manner that 
they might be exposed to public view in one of the rooms 
of the State department, and be preserved from injury. 

It is possible that acts of a similar nature may have been 
passed subsequently, but none have been found, save a few 
acts in recent years to be noticed below. 

Fortunately, through the printing of the various series 
of archives many valuable historical documents were res- 
cued from oblivion and preserved in a form comparatively 
easy for reference. But no marked improvement in the 
care and preservation of the manuscript archives took place. 
They continued to be kept practically as before, and were 
open to loss from the same causes as previously. Reports 
are current that some years since the manuscript archives 
of the State were systematically "plundered." by certain 
State employes and others who had access to them, and 
there is considemble evidence to confirm these reports. 
The original manuscripts used in compiling the first series 
of printed archives, which, by provision of the act of 1855, 
were to be bound and deposited in the State library, seem 
to have wholly disappeared. At all events they are not to 
be found, either bound or unbound, in the library to-day. 
It is reported that at the time of Lee's invasion of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1863 these papers, with many others, were sent to 
Philadelphia for safe-keeping. It may be that a portion of 
these were never returned, although it is reported that 

1 Act of April 12, 1856 (Penn. Archives, 1st series, Vol. XII, pp. IX-XI). 
^The subsequent disappearance of these archives will be referred to later. 
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some, at least, were in the library subsequent to the war, 
but later disappeared. Papers which were printed in the 
second series of archives have also been abstmcted from the 
collection which had been deposited in the attic of the build- 
ing then occupied by the executive department. It is well 
known that similar manuscript archives were sold at public 
auction sales in New York City. Further, it is generally 
believed that much of the manuscript material relating to 
the history of Pennsylvania, the autographs of its founder 
and its distinguished citizens, now in the possession of libra- 
ries, especially in New York and Boston, belonged originally 
to the collections of the State. 

Several of the Indian treaties and deeds, now to be seen 
in the oflSce of the secretary of the commonwealth, show 
evidences of mutilation at the hands of autograph collectors, 
the signatures of Penn and others having been cut from 
the parchment.^ It is a pleasure to add that, after years of 
neglect, these ancient documents have recently been properly 
mounted and are now preserved in two bound volumes. 
Among other papers which have passed out of the custody 
of the State and are probably now in private hands, may be 
mentioned Keith's chancery reports, Arnold's account book, 
and Braddock's letters. 

A considerable number of documents have been deposited 
with societies or loaned to individuals. By order of the 
governor, in 1880, certain documents were delivered to a 
representative of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania to 
be deposited with that society, on the ground that the 
society had better facilities for preserving them than had 
the State. No itemized record of these papers appears to 
have been made, but the receipt of the librarian, dated 
March 19, 1880, for ''a large collection of manuscript 
papers relating to the history of the colony and State of 
Pennsylvania," is on file in the office of the secretary of the 
commonwealth. The repreisentatives of the Public Archives 
Commission are, however, informed by officials of the society 
that, so far as is now known, the papers received and still 

lit is credibly reported that one treaty, formerly in the possession of the State, is 
now in the Library of Congress, having been purchased by the Government in open 
market. 
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held by the society consist chiefly of the militia rolls of the 
Revolutionary period of Philadelphia, Chester, Lancaster, 
Cumberland, and one or two other counties. All of these 
have been copied and published in the State archives. 

The original manuscript laws of the province of Pennsyl- 
vania for over a century were, we understand, loaned some 
ten years since to the editor of the official edition of the 
statutes at large, and, as far as known, are still in his 
custody. 

A volume of documents relating to the *' whisky insurrec- 
tion" is among the papers in the Bureau of Rolls and Li- 
bi-aiy of the State Department at Washington. Whether 
this was ever the property of the State is not known. 

CONDITION OF THE ARCHIVES. 

Passing to the present condition of the records and ar- 
chives still in possession of the State, it may be said at 
the outset that in all the departments it is the practice to 
keep such papers as are frequently in demand in the tmns- 
action of the business of the office, as well as some other 
papers considered especially valuable, within easy access, 
properly classified and filed. Few, if any, of the adminis- 
trative offices, however, are located in fireproof buildings, 
and the records of the State are, accordingly, in constant 
jeopardy. That such a danger is real, the recent destruc- 
tion of the capitol building affords striking testimony, 
though fortunately most of the department offices were 
located in other buildings, and the manuscript archives, 
with few exceptions, escaped destruction. 

As to a great portion of the older manuscripts and rec- 
ords of the State, a cursory examination shows that they, 
are in a similar condition to that described in the repoi'ts 
of the committees of the legislature in 1851, namely, prac- 
tically inaccessible, unclassified or only roughly classified, 
"in their present condition useless," and in some instances 
"going to destruction under the combined influences of 
age and neglect." 

All departments, with the exception of the library, are at 
present greatly hampered by lack of room. The less used 
material must therefore still be stored in attics, basements, 
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and cellars. A portion of these overflow papers are boxed, 
some are tied in bundles and placed in cases, while others 
lie loose or in piles upon the floor. One example may be 
given as illustrating the crowded condition of things. 
When, a few years since, the office of the bureau of rail- 
roads was created and attached to the department of internal 
affairs, the room in which the "Nicholson" land papei'sand 
''The Seventeen Township (Wyoming)" papers had been 
kept was required for its use. Accordingly^, these extremely 
valuable papers, largely unpublished, were boxed and stored 
in the cellar of the building, where they are, of course, 
inaccessible, and exposed to destruction in the event of 
serious accident to the water pipes. 

A considerable portion of the older papers remain 
unclassified. However, within the past few years some 
progress has been made in the effort to bring order out of 
confusion. The first step in this direction was the appro- 
priation, in 1889, of $4,000, to be expended under the 
direction of the State librarian, for the purpose of "tran- 
scribing the early minutes in the land department and 
properly arranging for preservation and placing in volumes, 
indexing, and caring for the public documents in the attic 
of the executive department." ^ Owing to the danger of fire 
in the old State library, the librarian deemed it unwise to 
remove the documents to its rooms, and the work was ac- 
cordingly not undertaken at this time, but the appropriation 
was allowed to lapse. In 1895 the matter was taken up 
anew, and the legislature authorized the prosecution of the 
work under the direction of the secretary of the Common- 
wealth. Since that year $7,000 has been appropriated to 
cover the expense of classifying, arranging, and tabulating 
the old papers of the State depai-tment.* These papers had 
suffered much while "carelessly stored in the attic and base- 
ment of the old executive building,"^ especially from leaks 
in the roof. They were later transferred to the attic of 
the present executive building, where they now are. 

1 General appropriation act of May 29, 1889 (Laws of Pa., 1889, p. 399). 

2 Appropriation in 1895, 82,000 (Laws of Pa., 1895, p. 548); in 1897, $2,000 (ibid., 1897, 
p. 472); in 1899, $3,000 (ibid., 1899, p. 365). 

'Report of David Martin, secretary of the Commonwealth. 1898, pp. 21-22. 
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The secretary of the Commonwealth, in his report of De- 
cember 1, 1898, refers to these ancient papers and records 
as follows; "Upon examination" they "were found to be 
very valuable and to be worthy of careful preservation in 
such convenient manner as to render them easily accessible. 
* * * In the examination and classification of the papers 
which have already been assorted there were discovered pa- 
pers and records of very great value, including muster rolls 
and reports of department oflScers prior to and during the 
Revolution; State papers, including settlements between 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and other American States; val- 
uable correspondence between the different departments of 
the General Government, the governors of sister States, and 
illustrious persons who aided the colonies during their 
Revolutionary struggle, among whom were Lafayette, Kos- 
ciusko, and others; surveys of boundary lines between 
Pennsylvania and adjoining States and between the several 
counties of Pennsylvania; election returns from the organi- 
zation of the State government down to the present time; a 
complete list of appointments by the chief executive, both 
civil and military, from the organization of the provincial 
government to date; many papers of historical value, such 
as lists of immigrants, ship masters' reports, imports and ex- 
ports, and other information not yet published; civil and 
criminal records covering the entire period of our history 
as a province or State, including commutations of sentence, 
pardons, etc. * * * The discovery of the above-stated 
papers alone fully compensates the State for the amount 
of money expended in this labor." ^ 

Up to the present time about three-fourths of these papers 
have been classified under general heads, as will be seen from 
the list appended to this report. The cataloguing has not as 
yet been undertaken. Some of the papers have been printed, 
as the manuscripts used in the second series of Archives were 
stored in the loft of the old executive building. 

Similarly, since 1895 the sum of $4,800 has been appro- 
priated for assorting, classifying, and filing the papers under 
the charge of the auditor-general's department, stored in the 

1 Report of the secretary of the Commonwealth, 1898, p. 22. 
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basement of the executive building.^ The general classifi- 
cation of the^e papers is well advanced, but the cataloguing 
will not be undertaken until a more careful reclassification 
can be completed. These papers are more accessible and 
better placed than those in the attic of the same building, but 
a more suitable place should be found for both collections. 

No other special appropriations appear to have been made 
for carrying on similar work in other executive offices. 

Of the remaining State departments, the State library 
seems to have the largest body of unclassified manuscripts in 
its possession. These have been collected in years past from 
all departments for use in the several series of published 
archives.* A considerable portion of this material has prob- 
ably been published, but only a thorough examination and 
classification of it would enable one to determine precisely 
what has been printed. The following titles show roughly 
some of the principal classes of papers in this collection: 

Canal and railroad papers. 

Depreciation pay papers and account books. 

Letters from the executive officers of various colonies to the executive 

of Pennsylvania. 
Papers and letters relating to the French and Indian wars. 
List of immigrants, 1727-1812 (mostly published). 
Muster rolls of associated companies of militia, Revolutionary war 

(probably all published). 
Muster rolls of soldiers fined for nonperformance of duty, Revolutionary 

war. 
Muster rolls and letters of the war of 1812 (a large number). 
Nicholson papers (a large number). 

Opinions of the attorneys-general for years immediately following 1776. 
Petitions for promotion in the military service, with letters relating to 

the same, Revolutionary period. 
Petitions relating to civil matters, such as the division of counties into 

townships, changing of township boundaries, removal of county seats, 

etc. (a large number). 
Receipts given by innkeepers to officers of military companies for pay- 
ment for supplies. Revolutionary period (several thousand). 
Receipts given by the receivers-general to persons to whom warrants for 

land had been iscued during the provincial period (several thousand). 
Papers relating to the whisky insurrection. 
Papers of Jasper Yates. 

1 Appropriation in 1895, $800 (Laws of Pa., 1895, pp. 549-550); in 1897, $1,000 (Ibid., 
1897, p. 473); in 1899, $3,000 (Ibid., 1899, p. 367.) 

2 For the rights of the librarian as editor of the archives see act of May 23, 1893 (Laws 
of Pa., 1893, p. 118.) 
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In general, official records and papers are divided ajnon^ 
the various departments on the principle that each depart- 
ment should have the documents naturally pertaining to it. 
A cursory examination of the archives already classified 
shows that there are many exceptions to this rule. For 
example, canal papers, which should naturally be classified 
with the great body of such documents in the department 
of internal affairs, are found in the archives of at least three 
other offices, namely, those of the secretary of state, the 
auditor-general, and the State library. An especially 
large number, over 500 packages, have been brought to 
light among the papers in the attic of the executive build- 
ing. The ''Nicholson papers," most of which are in the 
custody of the secretary of internal affairs, are also scattered 
among the three above-mentioned departments. The same 
is true of railroad and turnpike papers. Muster rolls and 
other military papers are divided between the state depart- 
ment, auditor-general's office, and the librar}^ Recently a 
number of old Indian deeds, to William Penn and others, 
have been found among the papers in the auditor-general's 
office now being classified. Such illustrations could be 
multiplied many times. 

Among the papers which seem to promise material of 
especial historical value and interest may be mentioned the 
canal, turnpike, and railroad papers, the ""Nicholson 
papers," the '^ Holland Land Company" grants, the "Sev- 
enteen township" papers, military papers of the civil war, 
and letters and muster rolls of the war of 1812. 

A few explanations regarding these may not be out of 
placed 

Canal ^ htmpike^ and railroad papers, — The largest part 
of these papers and books are in the department of internal 
affairs. For the canals alone there are 49 books, contain- 
ing maps, drawings, and elevations, and 200 books covering 
contracts, claims, reports of superintendents, etc. The 
papers in the state department relate chiefly to the admin- 
istration of the canals, the number of passengers, tons of 
freight, etc. The reports of the canal commissioners were 
printed annually during its existence, 1825-1859. The com- 
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mission was finally abolished when the public improvements 
were sold, in, 1859.^ 

The papers of John Nicholson, — It is believed that these 
voluminous papers, both public and private in their nature, 
would upon examination open up a very interesting chap- 
ter in the history of land speculation and colonization 
during the Revolutionary period and the j^^ears immediately 
following. * 

The Seventeen Townshij) papers, — These papers refer to 
the lands and settlements in the Wyoming Valley. A portion 
of the papers relating to the controversy with Connecticut 
over the possession of the region have been published.^ It 
is believed that there is much additional matter of interest 
contained in these papers. 

The Holland Land Company graiits, — A history of the 
operations of this company of Amsterdam merchants in 
the lands of northwestern Pennsylvania would supplement 
the published account of the dealings of this same company 
in western New York.* The extent of the operations of the 
compan}^ in this State is revealed from an examination of 
the records in the department of internal affairs. Over 



^ The following note, found on the first page of one of the minute books of the 
commission, is of interest: "The board abolished. Yes, abolished, for when the 
public improvements were sold there was no further use of it, that is to say the works 
were given away. January 20, 1859." 

2 John Nicholson was comptroller-general from 1782 to 1794. With Robert Morris, 
he was extensively interested in the establishment of land companies and in specula- 
tions in land. At one time he owned about one-seventh of the land in the State, in 
widely scattered tracts, but his operations were not confined to Pennsylvania, but 
extended to other States and to the newly opened territory. When he retired from 
the office of comptroller his books revealed an apparent indebtedness on his part to 
the state of $120,000, although his friends claimed that the balance against him was 
due to confusion resulting from different methods of bookkeeping. He was arrested 
as a defaulter, impeached, but not convicted. He was then sued, but permitted judg- 
ment to be recorded against him by default. His total indebtedness, public and pri- 
vate, amounted to $3,000,000. His private papers were seized by the State and are 
still in its possession. A commission was appointed about 1799 to look after the claims 
of the state, but the State never recovered sufficient to pay the expenses of the com- 
mission, and the commission was accordingly dissolved in 1*42. (Report of committee 
relative to the estate of John Nicholson, deceased. Read in House March 21, 1842. 
Harrisburg, 1842.) 

The above note is based upon a statement made by Maj. Robert Forster, a clerk in 
the department of internal affairs, and who is especially familiar with the Nicholson 
papers. 

spenn. Archives, 2d series. Vol. XVIII. See also "Brief of title in the Seventeen 
Townships in the county of Luzerne," by Governor Henry M. Hoyt, Harrisburg, 1879. 

* See Turner, Pioneer History of the Holland Purchase of Western New York (Buffalo, 
1849), Part V, Oh. I, pp. 401 et seq. 

H. Doc. 548, pt 2 19 
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700 patents were issued to Wilhelm Willink and his associates 
as representatives of the company. 

Military papers of the civil toar, — In the office of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth are some 120 files of mili- 
tary papers connected with the period of the civil war. 
These comprise orders for commissions, correspondence re- 
lating to promotions, and letters recommending or protest- 
ing against certain appointments or promotions. Many 
of these letters are from prominent generals of the Federal 
forces, and contain much interesting historical material. 

Correspondence and muster rolls of the war of 1812. — ^A 
large number of these papers are among the manuscripts 
in the State library. Doubtless many of them were in- 
cluded among those printed in Volume XII of the second 
series of Archives, but it is highly probable that not all 
have been published, and that more will be found among 
the papers of the different departments. 

Owing to the wide confusion of documents, their im- 
perfect classification or, in some instances, total lack of 
classification, and the impossibility of examining portions 
of the collections, it has been impracticable to do more than 
collect some general information in regard to such of the 
older papers as appear to have especial historical value. 
Furthermore, it has been impossible to make any very 
accurate estimate of the amount of important manuscript 
material yet unpublished. It is believed, however, that the 
volume of such material is considerable. From what has 
been said, it is evident that the existing provisions for the 
care and preservation of the archives are far from satis- 
factory, and that a radical change should be made without 
delay. As far back as 1851 a Senate committee expressed 
the opinion that "Pennsylvania has lagged behind her 
sister States sufficiently long"* in this matter, and the 
need of a separate records department, in charge of a 
trained archivist, and provided with quarters in a fire-proof 
building, has recently been twice urged upon the State by 
the State librarian.* 



1 Penn. Archives, 1st series, Vol. I, p. 12, 
s Annual Reports for 1896 and 1896. 
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ARCHIYE8 IN THE CARE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE COM- 
MONWEALTH. 

[Attic of executive building.] 

Appointments and removals by the governor, 1785-1889. 1 package. 
Banks and banking, 1822-1872. 1 package. 

Bills for publishing constitution and other matters, 1854-73. 1 package. 
Bonds, oaths, and resignations of State and county officers, 1769-1889. 

207 packages. 
Boundary lines, 1779-1783. 1 package. 
Caual books. Account of freight and passengers kept at locks. 90 

X>ackage8. 
Canal papers. 
Canal and railroad papers. About 420 packages. 

(1) Canal commissioners' accounts. 

(2) Tonnage. 

(3) Collection of tolls. 

(4) Number of passengers and packages carried. 

(5) Administration of canals and railroads, bills and vouchers, 

1832-n54. 

Chambersburg certificate. Power of attorney, border raids cases, 1864. 
1 package. 

Change of name. 

Charters of corporations not taken up. 

Commutations of sentences, 1874-1897. 20 packages. 

Contracts and reports on roads and rivers, 1790-1831. 1 package. 

Death warrants and reprieves, 1778-98. 29 packages. 

Divorces, etc. 

Erie Railroad, 1853. 1 package. 

Forfeited estates, 1778-1838. 3 packages. 

Lands and town lots. Reports and correspondence regarding surveys, 
purchases, and sales, 1774-1873. 1 package. 

Militia documents, 1800-1865. 132 packages. 

Mortgages and receipts of sale of lands by the Commonwealth, 1785-1791. 
1 package. 

Naturalization papers, 1766-1772. 1 package. 

Naval bonds, 1758-1792. 1 package. 

Navigation and naval matters, 1685-1850. 1 package. 

Nicholson deeds. 1 package. 

Orders and directions for discharge of prisoners, 1869-95. 25 packages. 

Papers in re ballot reform, 1891. 1 package. 

Papers relating to loan and payment made for improvements, 1806-26. 
1 package. 

Pennsylvania archives correspondence, 1876-78. 1 package. 

Permanent centennial building, statement and warrants, 1876. 1 pack- 
age. 

Petitions, reports, and contracts on public roa^s and rivers, 1720-1800. 
1 package. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



292 AMEBIGAK HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Petitions in favor of the Reading Railroad deal, 1892. 10 packa^pes. 

Prison reports, 1845-69. 3 packages. 

Private laws. 

Registration of marriages, births, and deaths, 1852-55. 2 packages. 

Release of fees received by public oflBcers, 1792-1866. 12 packages. 

Replies of officers and commissioners of State institutions, 1782-1894. 2 



Reports of industrial reformatory, 1887-93. 1 package. 

Reciuisitions and orders, 1792-1899. 121 i)ackages. 

Requisitions refused, 1866-93. 2 packages. 

Return of votes for delegates to constitutional convention, 1872. 1 

package. 
Resolutions from the legislature requesting the governor to return bills 

for amendment, 1804-1873. 1 package. 
Soldiers' vote of 1864. 69 packages. 
State arms, 1874-75. 

State census returns of 1870. 45 packages. 

Statement of sales and analysis of fertilizers, 1879-1895. 12 pac^kages. 
State tax, licenses, and collections, 1781-1858. 1 package. 
Subscription of stock to turnpike companies, 1801-1823. 2 packages. 
Taxes unpaid, 1856-1872. 9 packages. 
Turnpike and plank-road documents, miscellaneous, 1833-1869. 6 

packages. 
Unpublished laws. 

Vote for and against constitutional convention, 1891. 2 packages. 
Vote for new constitution, 1873. 1 package. 
Vote on amendment to the constitution, 1889. 1 package. 
Vote on constitutional convention, 1872. 1 package. 
Vouchers, warrants, and receipts for geological survey, 1839-40. 1 

package. 

ARCHIVES IN THE CARE OF THE AUDITOR-GENERAL's DE- 
PARTMENT. 

[Barsement of executive building.] 

Adjutant-general's reports, 1861-62. Several packages. 
Articles of association of incorporation prior to 1809. 25 packages. 
Certificates and registration of incorporation. 200 packages. 
Commissions to officers of Pennsylvania regiments during the war of the 

rebellion. 2 packages. 
Court papers and letters of Hon. John Tod, of Bedford, Pa., 1806-1829. 

Court papers. 13 bundles. 
Depreciation pay certificates. A large number of packages.^ 
Escheat proceedings. 22 packages. 

Financial settlements of various kinds, 1776-1884. Over 100 packages. 
Inheritance tax reports. 

1 See article in Pa. Arch., 8d series, Vol. Ill, p. 761. 
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Letters and papers of the different auditors-general from 1775, including 
letters and papers of John Nicholson, comptroller-general. 

Loan books and certificates of funded debt. About 20 books. 

Militia books. Returns of absentees, 1777-1786. 30 books. 

Military claims and settlements, civil war. Several hundred packages. 

Military claims of all kinds, from the Revolution to the civil war. A 
large number of packages. 

Military fines, 1778 and later. 20 packages. 

Miscellaneous papers, loans; papers relating to loans. State and local 
divisions. 

Muster and pay rolls of troops, railroad riot, 1877. 

Indian deeds. 1 box. 

Papers relating to colonial Pennsylvania. 1 box. 

Papers relating to confiscated receipts, 1778-80. 1 package. 

Pardon papers and remission of fines, 1793-1818. 6 packages. 

Pension papers. Applications for and gratuities and annuities to soldiers 
of the war of 1812. 55 packages. 

Private books of Boynton, Wharton, and Morgan, 1730-1765. About 20 
books. 

Receipts for lands, 1809-1885. 50 large bundles. 

Receipts from officers and seamen in the Pennsylvania navy during the 
Revolutionary war. A large number. 

Registrars-general office books, 1789-1795. About 50 books. 

Registration [of vessels? and record of?] exports and imports (Pennsyl- 
vania), 1781-1783, 1785-1786. 

Reports of turnpike companies. 

Returns and reports from banks. A large number of packages. 

Returns from county officers. A large number of packages. 

Revolutionary pay rolls. 6 books. 

One of the volumes contains muster rolls of 75 to 100 companies of Revolu- 
tionary soldiers. Apparently these muster rolls have not been published. 

Tax books from various counties. A large number. 

Warrant books [land department?], from 1791. 12 books. 

Warrants to soldiers of the war of the Revolution, and later period to 

1842. 1,250 packages. 
Wills of early date, provincial period. 
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REPORT ON THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF WISCONSIN/ 



1. MANUSCRIPT RECORDS. 

The following report on the manuscript records of Wis- 
consin is limited to the papers in the executive department, 
the State department, and the land ofSce. 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

In the office of the governor are preserved copies of let- 
ters to persons, 1848-1857, and letter books containing the 
same class of correspondence from 1858 to date. The orig- 
inals of letters received are preserved for the period 1836 
to date. In this office will also be found a list of exe<*utive 
pardons, arranged on cards chronologicall}' and alphabetic- 
ally; requisitions, also arranged on cards, and papers, rec- 
ommendations, petitions, letters, etc., relating to executive 
appointments and removals. The miscellaneous papers, 
including messages, proclamations, etc., are preserved from 
1836 to date. 

This is the only office in which official correspondence has 
as yet been arranged in a form adapted to convenient use. 
A card index to the documents on file in the office is in 
preparation. . 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Census returns. Original returns of State and national censuses,* pre- 
served in l)ound volumes, as follows: 

1. State census, 1842. 

2. State census, 1846, June 1. 

3. State census, 1847, December 1. 

The censuses of 1846 and 1847 return the heads or principal persons of 
families only, classified as male and female, white and colored. 

4. United States census, 1850. Schedules 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

5. State census, 1855. 

6. United States census, 1860. Schedules 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

7. United States census, 1870. Schedules 1, 2, 8, 4. 

8. State census, 1875. 

iFor references to other accounts of the archives of Wisconsin, see the "List of 
printed indices to and descriptions of archives and other repositories of historical 
manuscript," in the First Report of the Historical Manuscripts Commission (Report 
of the American Historical Aasociation, 1896, Vol. I, pp. 510, 611). 

sThe territorial census of 1836 is printed in the Wisconsin Historical Collections, 
Vol. XIII. 
294 
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Taxes and indebtedness by counties. Returns by towns for 1863 and 

1874-1899. 
Assessment of property. Returns by towns and counties for 1845-1860, 

1861-1867, 1868, 1869-1888, 1889-1891, 1892-1899. 

The schedules and wording of details vary in the different periods indicated. - 

Farm products. Returns by counties and towns: (1) grown crops, 
1866-1898; (2) growing crops, 1874-1900. 

Filed in boxes in original form. 

Journal of tbe Territorial legislature, 1836-1848. 
Journal of the constitutional convention of 1846. 

This constitution was rejected at the j>oUa. 

Journal of tbe constitutional convention of 1847. 
House and senate bills and resolutions. 

Filed in boxes in original form. 

Letter books containing letters to persons, April 13, 1865, to date, and 
originals of letters from persons, January 1, 1883, to date. 

The compiler was informed that it was the intention to 
have prepared, during the coming year, a card index to all 
the documents on file in this office. 

LAND OFFICE. 

The land office has files of letters and letter books from 
1858 to date, but poorly arranged for consultation. The 
early correspondence of this department is in the office of 
the governor. There are also in this office records of lands 
granted to the State by the United States from 1846 to date; 
a record of swamp lands, 1850 to date, and a record of 
purchasers of State lands, 1856 to date. 

2. PRINTED RECORDS. 

A list of the printed documents of Wisconsin will be 
found in a forthcoming part of Mr. R. R. Bowker's ''State 
Publications." 

The following list comprises the reports now printed by 
the State under the direction of the commissioners of public 
printing:^ 

1. Reports, — ^Issued separately. 

iThe provisions regarding current publications are found in chapter 20 of the 
Revised Statutes. The commissioners of public printing are the secretary of state, 
the secretary of the treasury, and the attorney-general. 
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(1) Annual: printed"* 

Agricultural experiment station^ 15, 000 

Bank examiner 1, 600 

Report on building and loan asHociations 1, 000 

Cheesemakers' aH«ociation 4, 000 

CommiHHioner of insurance 2, 500 

Dairymen'H aivociation 8, 000 

Historical Hociety of Wisconsin" i 1,200 

Horticultural society 7, 000 

(2) Biennial: 

♦ Adjutant-general 500 

*Board of agriculture 4, 500 

♦Board of health 8, 500 

♦Bureau of labor statintics 7, 000 

♦CommisHioners of fisheries 550 

♦OommissionerH of public lands 350 

♦Commissioners of public printing' 3, 000 

♦Dairy and food commissioner 19, 500 

♦Fish and game warden 250 

♦Free library commission 250 

♦ Geological and natural history survey * 

♦ Governor's message 1, 500 

♦Industrial school for girls 300 

Journals of senate and assembly, each 500 

♦ Normal school board of regents 500 

♦Oil inspector 300 

♦Quartermaster-general 500 

♦ Railroad commissioner 500 

♦ Secretary of state ^ 3, 000 

Session laws ^.. 1 2, 000 

♦State board of arbitration 1, 500 

♦State board of control (includen reports of charitable and 

penal institutions) 1, 500 

♦State boai-d of emigration 250 

♦State superintendent of public instruction 8, 500 

♦State treasurer 1, 000 

♦State veterinarian 250 

♦ Superintendent of i)ubli(; property •' 3, 000 

♦ Trustees of the Milwaukee Insane Asylum 300 

1 Bulletins of investigation are also issued from time to time. 

2 Every five years 1,000 eopies of the catalogue of the iK)rtrait gallery and museum of 
the society. 

3 Bound in one volume with the rejxjrt.s of the secretary of state and the superin- 
tendent of public printing. 

4 Bulletins are also issued from time to time. 

6 Bound in one volume with the reports of the commissioners of public printing and 
the superintendent of public property. 

G Bound in one volume with the reports of the secretary of state and the commis- 
sioners of public printing. 
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(2) Biennial — Continued. printed. 

* University regents* 600 

Wisconsin Academy of Arts and Sciences 2, 000 

Wisconsin Blue Book ' 37, 250 

Wisconsin historical collections 2, 500 

* Wisconsin tax commission 4, 500 

2, PiMic documents, — ^The documents in the foregoing 
list marked with a star (*) are also bound in one volume 
and entitled "Public Documents." Of this compilation 600 
copies are printed, the number being deducted from the 
figures noted in the foregoing list. The following is the 
legal provision for the compilation of this volume: 

The executive officers and heads of all State departments, and all the 
State boards from which reports are or may be required, shall, unless it 
be otherwise provided by law, report biennially to the governor. Such 
reports shall give all items of receipts and disbursements in full and in 
detail. The governor shall, as soon as any of said reports are received 
by him, transmit the same, or copies thereof, to the commissioners of 
public printing, whose duty it shall be to strike therefrom all parts not 
actually necessary in their judgment to be printed for the information 
of the people as to public affairs and to order the publication of the 
remainder in condensed form as said commissioners may determine or 
prescribe. (Revised Statutes, ch. 20, sec. 333.) 

3. Miscella/neous publications. — 

(1) Laws for the assessment and collection of taxes and 

concerning elections.* 

(2) Supreme court reports. 

Published in pursuance of ch. 20, sec. 347a of the Revised Statutes. 

1 University bulletins are also published by the different colleges in the State uni 
versity. 

2 Published in pursuance of ch. 20, sec. 342 of the Revised Statutes. "The secretary 
of state shall, in his discretion, as often as seems necessary, cause to be printed in 
pamphlet form by the State printer, for distribution to county and town oflBcers, a com- 
pilation of the laws for the assessment and collection of taxes, and the laws governing 
elections and the registry of electors, with such forms and instructions as he shall 
think proper, to aid such officers in the performance of their duties." 
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Adirondack forests, 106. 

Albanj', 74-76, 107, 108, 167, 168. 

Albany Mechanics Society, 108. 

Astoria, N.Y., 196. 

Baldwinsville, N. Y., 161. 

Brooklyn, 189-196. 

Burr, Aaron, receipt book, 112. 

Bushwick,N.Y.,221. 

Camillii8,N.Y.,150,161. 

Ca8tleton,N.Y.,232. 

Charter of Charles II to the Duke of York, 

80. 
Church records, 29, 34, 84, 106. 
Cicero, N.Y., 151. 
Civil War, The, 105, 110, 264, 266, 277, 290, 292, 

293. 
Clay, N.Y., 151. 
Clinton papers, 90-92. 
Columbus, Christopher, portraits of (New 

York State Library), 110. 
Commissioners of the United Colonies, 

records, 27. 
Connecticut: 

Administration, colonial and State, 30- 
32,85. 

Church records, 28. 

Commissioners of the United Colonies, 
records, 27. 

Commission of Public Records, 36. 

County records, 33. 

Court records, ?9, 30. 

Finances, 29. 

Foreign correspondence, 30, 34. 

Indian affairs, 29,35. 

Land records, 27, 30, 31. 

Militia, 28. 

Prolxate districts, 33. 

Report on the I^ublic Archives of, 26-87. 

Revolutionary War, 28, 29, 31, 32. 

Town records, 27, 30, 31, 33. 

War of 1812, 32. 
Connecticut Historical Society, 34. 
Delaware papers (1646-1682) , 70. 
Dewitt, N.Y., 152. 
Dongan's Laws, 84. 
Dover, N. H., town papers (1693-1783), 

(New York State Library), 109. 
Duke's Laws, The, 80. 
Eastchester, N. Y., 225-228. 



East Syracuse, N. Y., 161. 

Eastwood, N. Y., 16L 

Ecclesiastical. (See Church records.) 

Edgewater, N. Y., 232,235. 

Elbridge,N.Y., 152,161. 

Fabius,N.Y., 153,162. 

FayettevUle, N. Y., 162. 

Flatbush, N. Y., 221-223. 

Flatlands, N. Y., 221,222. 

Flushing, N. Y., 22&-231. 

Fonda and Oriskany patents, 91. 

French and Indian wars, 28, 87, 90, 107, 277» 

287. 
Geddes, N. Y., 153. 
Gravesend, N. Y., 221-223. 
Iberville, voyages (New York State Li- 
brary), 111. 
Indian affairs, 29, 36, 88,89,93, 101-103, 105, 

109,112,115. 
Indiana, printed archives, 38. 
Indiana, Report on the Public Archives of, 

37-38. 
Iowa, Report on the Public Archives of, 

39^6. 
Jamaica, N. Y., 228-230. 
/ohnson,,Sir William, Diary of, 90. 
Johnson, Sir William, manuscripts, 88, 89. 
Jordan, N.Y., 162. 
Kingston, N.Y., 79,80. 
Lafayette, N.Y., 153. 
Liverpool, N.Y., 162. 
Long Island City, N. Y., 163, 196-199. 
Lysander,N.Y.,154. 
Manlius,N.Y.,154,162. 
Marcellus,N.Y.,155,162. 
Massachusetts, Report on the Public 

Archives of, 47-59. 
Mas.««ichusetts and Rhode Island boundary 

(New York State Library) , 109. 
Medical Society of the State of New York, 

104. 
Medical and Surgical Society of Albany, 

108.. 
Michigan, Report on the Public Archives 

of, 60-63. 
Middletown, N. Y., 232-234. 
Morrisania,N.Y.,225. 
Nebraska, Report on the Public Archives 

of, 64-66. 
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New Amsterdam, 166-168. 
New Brighton, N. Y., 232, 234. 
New Lots, N.Y., 221. 
New Orange, N. Y., 167, 168. 
Newtown, N. Y., 228, 231. 
New Utrecht, N.Y., 221, 223. 
New York City: 
Bronx, Borough of, 2-24-228. 

Controller's office, 225. 

City Hall records, 224. 

Eastchester, 22&-228. 

Morrisania, 225. 

Pelham,227,228. 

Westchester, 226-227. 

Williamsbridge, 226. 
Brooklyn— 

Bushwick, 221. 

Buildings, Department of, 194. 

Charities and Corrections, Department 
of, 194. 

City records, 189-196. 

City Works, Department of, 191. 

Education, Board of, 195. 

Excise Board, 195. 

Fire Department, 193. 

Flatbush, 221,223. 

Flatlands, 221,222. 

Gravesend, 221-223. 

Health, Board of, 192. 

New Lots, 221. 

New Utrecht, 221,223. 

Parks, Department of, 194. 

Police Department, 192. 

Town and village records of Brooklyn, 
189. 

Williamsburg, 220. 

Works, City, Department of, 191. 
Buildings, Department of, 188. 
Charities and Correction, Board of, 1S6. 
City Engineer, Office, 178-182. 
City Hall, list of records in, 170-173,243. 
Controller's office, 173-178. 
Corporation Counsel, 189. 
Docks and Finance, Department of, 187. 
Dutch records, 166-168. 
Education, Board of, 185. 
Engineer, City, Office of, 17&-182. 
Fire Department, 183. 
Flushing, 228-231. 

Health , Metropolitan Board of, 184. 
Jamaica, 228-230. 
Kings County- 
County clerk's office, 210. 

Deputy city clerk's office, 208. 

Hall of records, 209, 221. 

Register of deeds, 209. 

Surrogate's office, 209. 
Land records, 167, 168, 178-182, 200-202, 
209,212. 



New York City— Continued. 
Long Island City- 
City clerk's office, 196. 

Education, Board of, 198. - 

Financial records, 199. 

Fire Department, 197. 

Health, Board of, 197. 

Police Board, 197. 

Street Department, 198. 
Metropolitan Board of Health, 184. 
New Amsterdam, 166-168. 
Newtown, 228, 231. 
New York County- 
City Hall records, 199, 200. 

Controller's office, 200. 

County Court-house, 200. 

Judicial records, 203-208. 

Register of deeds, 200-202. 

Surrogate's office, 202. 
Police Department, 182. 
Public Works, Department of, 188. 
Queens County, 213-216. 
Richmond, Borough of, 232. 
Richmond County, 216-219. 
Staten Island: 

Castleton,232. 

Edgewater, 232, 235. 

Middletown, 232-234. 

New Brighton, 232, 234. 

Northfleld, 232-234. 

Port Richmond, 232, 234. 

Southfleld, 232-234. 

Tottenville,232,234. 

Westfield, 232-234. 
Westchester County- 
Register of deeds, 212. 

Surrogate's office, 210-212. 
Works, Public, Department of, 188. 
New York State: 
Acts of the legislature, 100, 113. 
Adirondack forests, 106. 
Adjutant-general's office, 125-127. 
Agriculture, Department of, 144. 
Albany, city: 

Dutch records, 74-76. 

English records, 107, 108, 167, 168. 

Medical and Surgical Society, 108. 
Albany County: 

Dutch records, 73-76. 

English records, 85, 86, 108, 109. 
Albany Mechanics Society, 108. 
Appeals, Court of, 128-131. 
Assembly journals and papers, 84, 98, 99, 

102,107,113. 
Astoria, 196. 

Attorney-general's office, 127, 128. 
Barnes, John S., U. S. N., journals (New 

York State Library), 110. 
Brooklyn. (See under New York City.) 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



INDEX. 



801 



New York State— Continued. 

Buildings, Department of, 141. 

Burr, Aaron, receipt book, 108. 

Canal Commissioners, Board of, 12^-125. 

Census reports, 103, 112. 

Charities, State Board of, 136. 

Charlotte County, 85. 

Charter of Charles II to the Duke of 
York, 80. 

Chatauqua County, 109. 

Church records, 84, 106. 

Civil Service Commission, 140. 

Claims, Board of, 139. 

Clinton Papers, The, 90-92. 

Colonial trade, 87, 88, 94, 107. 

Commissions, records, 113. 

Comptroller's office, 116-120. 

Constitutions, 112, 

Conventions, Constitutional (1788,1846), 
101,105. 

Corporation records, 115. 

Council of appointment, 97, 113. 

Court of Appeals, 128-131. 

Cumberland County, 85. 

Delaware County, 91. 

Delaware papers (1646-1682), 70. 

Digest of the Law relating to the Preser- 
vation of Public Records, 23.')-250. 

Dongan's Laws, 84. 

Duke's Laws, The, 80. 

Dutch Church records, 72, 79. 

Dutchess County, 85, 86, 108. 

Dutch land records, 72, 73, 76, 114. 

Dutch records, 70-80, 221-223. 

Engineer and Surveyor's office, 120-122. 

Excise Board, 146. ~ 

Factory inspector, 142. 

Finances- 
Colonial, 83, 85-87, 95, 100, 101. 
State, 100, 109. 

Fonda and Oriskany patents, 91. 

Forest, Fish, and Game Commission, 145. 

Forest Preserve Board, 145. 

Gloucester County, 85. 

Health, State Board of, 137. 

Indian affairs, 88, 89,93,101-103, 105,109, 
112. 

Instruction, Superintendent of Public, 
135. 

Johnson, Sir William, Diary of, 90. 

Johnson, Sir William, Manuscripts of, 88, 
89. * 

Judd,EbenW.,94. 

Kings County. (See under New York 
City.) 

Kingston, 79, 80. 

Labor Statistics, Bureau of, 140. 

Land records, 84-87, 91, 92, 97, 101 , 104, 114, 
115, 167, 168, 178-182, 200-202, 209, 212. 



New York State— Continued. 
London documents, 84. 
Long Island Ci ty . ( See under New York 

City.) 
Lunacy, State Commission in , 143. 
Mediation and Arbitration Board, 141. 
Medical Society of the State of New 

York, 104. 
Minutes of the Council of Appointment, 

97, 113. 
New Amsterdam, 166-168. 
New Orange, 167, 168. 
New York County. (See under New 

York City.) 
Onandaga County— 

Baldwinsville, 161. 

Brewerton,161. 

Camillus,150,161. 

Cicero, 151. 

Clay, 151. 

County clerk's records, 147. 

De Witt, 152. 

East Syracuse, 161. 

Eastwood, 161. 

Elbridge,152,161. 

Fabius,153,162. 

Fayetteville, 162. 

Geddes, 153. 

Jordan, 162. 

Lafayette, 153. 

Liverpool, 162. 

Lysander, 154. 

Manlius,154,162. 

Marcellus, 155, 162. 

Onondaga, 155. 

Otisco, 156. 

Pompey, 156. 

Salina,157. 

Skaneateles, 157, 162. 

Solvay,162. 

Spafford, 158. 

Supervisor's records, 147. 

Surrogate's records, 149. 

Syracuse, 159-161. 

Town records, 150-159. 

Tully,158,162. 

Van Buren, 159. 

Village records, 161-163. 
Oneida County, 91. 
Orange County, 85, 86. 
Paris documents, 84. 
Prison Commission, 146. 
Prisons, State, Office of the Superintend- 
ent of, 133. 
Provincial Congress (1775-1778), 93, 94. 
Queens County, 85,86,213-216,228-232. 
Railroad Commissioners, Board of, 138. 
Records, public, law relating to the pres- 
ervation of, 235-250. 
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New York State— €k>ntinned. 

Report on the Tubllc Archives of, 67-250. 

Richmond County, 86, 86, 216-219. 

Rlverhead, 108. 

Schenectady County, 73, 108. 

Senate journals, 98, 105. 

Southampton, 108. 

Staten Island. (See under New York 
City.) 

Suffolk County, «>, 86, 96, 108. 

Syracuse, 159-161. 

Tallmadge, Judge William Burnet, pa- 
pers (New York State library), 92. 

Tax commisffloners, 145. 

Tompkins, D. D., papers (New York State 
Library), 104. 

Treasurer's oflftce, 122, 123. 

Tryon County ,'85. 

Ulster County, 76, 80, 85, 107. 

Union College, 103, 108, 109. 

Westchester County, 85, 86, 109, 210-213. 
(See under New York City.) 

Westerlo, Rev. Dr., 109. 

West Point, 105. 
North Carolina: 

Agricultural Experiment Station, 258. 

Agriculture, Department of, 258. 

Assembly, Laws of the, 253-255, 261, 266. 

Auditor's office, 264,265. 

Auditor's reports, 267. 

Charities, Public, Board of, 260. 

Colonial records, 252. 

Constitutions, State, 255. 

Davie, W. R., correspondence, 263. 

Education reports, 257. 

Geological survey, 259, 260. 

Governors' letter books, 263. 

Governor's office, 263, 264. 

Health, Board of, 260. 

Judicial documents, 256. 

Labor, Bureau of, 258. 

Land records, 261, 263. 

Laws of the general assembly, 253-255, 
261,266. 

Legislati ve j oumals, 255, 262. 

Letter books of the governors, 263. 

Martin, Governor Josiah, messages and 
proclamations (1771-1781 ) , 266. 

Provincial congress (1774-1776), 264. 

Public documents, 256. 

Report on the Public Archives of, 251-266. 

Rosters, 260. 

Secretary of State's office, 261-263. 

State Library, 266. 

State records, 253. 
Northfield, N. Y., 232-234. 
Onondaga, N. Y., 155. 
Otisco, N.Y.,156. 
Pelham, N.Y.,227,228. 



Pemuylvanla: 

Anembly joumala, 268, 269. 

Assembly, Laws of the, 267,288. 

Auditor-general, 292. 

Boundary reports, 277. 

Canal papers, 288. 

Censors, Council of, 276. 

Charity reports, 277. 

Civil War papers, 290. 

Colonial records, 271, 272. 

Conventions, Constitutional, 275, 276. 

Council of Censors, 276. 

Education reports, 277. 

Executive documents, 269, 270. 

Health reports, 277. 

Holland Land Company, 289. 

Industrial and economic reports, 276. 

Journals of the assembly, 268, 269. 

Land records, 293. 

Laws of the assembly, 267, 268. 

Military reports, 277. 

Nicholson, John, papers of, 289. 

Pennsylvania Archives, 272-276. 

Political reports, 276. 

Printing, Public, 278-280. 

Railroad i)aper8,288. 

Report on the Public Archives of, 267- 
293. 

Secretary of State, 291, 292. 

Seventeen township papers, 289. 

State library, 287. 

Tod, Hon. John, court papers, 292. 

Turnpike papers, 288. 

War of 1812,290. 
Pompey, N.Y.,156. 
Port Richmond, N. Y., 232, 234. 
Public Archives Commission, Report of,5- 

25. 
Revolutionary War, 28, 29, 31, 32, 93-102, 107, 

111, 264, 265, 272, 274, 275, 277, 287, 293. 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts bound- 
ary (New York State Library), 109. 
Riverhead,N.Y.,108. 
Salina,N.Y.,l57. 
Skaneateles, N. Y., 157, 162. 
Solvay,N.Y.,162. 
South Carolina navy board (New York 

State Library), 109. 
Southfield, N. Y., 232-234. 
Spafiford,N.Y., 158. 

Stafford County, Va. (New York State Li- 
brary), 109. 
Staten Island, 232-235. 
Stevens Papers (Vermont and Canada), 

109,110. 
Susquehannah settlers, 30. 
Syracuse, N. Y., 159-161. 
Tallmadge, Judge, papers of (New York 
State Library), 92. 
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Tompkins, D.D., papers (New York State 
Library), 104. 

Tottenville, N. Y., 282, 234. 

Tuft's collection of autographs of the 
signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence (New York State Library) , 
109. 

Tulley,N.Y.,lB8,162. 

Union Ck)llege, 103, 108, 109. 

VanBuren,N.Y.,159. 

Vermont controversy (New York State Li- 
brary), 97. 

War of 1812, 32, 104, 287, 290, 293. 

Washington, Gen. Oeoige, papers relating 
to (New York State Library), 97, 106, 
110. 

Westchester, N. Y., 226-227. 



Western lands, 30. 
Western Reserve, 27, 30. 
Westfield, N. Y., 232-234. 
West PointiN.Y., 105. 
Williamsbridge, N. Y.,226. 
Williamsburg, N. Y., 220. 
Wisconsin: 

Conventions, constitutional, 295. 

Governor's office, 294. 

Land office, 295. 

Legislature, Journal of the Territorial, 
295. 

Public documents, 297. 

Report on the Public Archives of, 294-297. 

Secretary of State's office, 294, 295. 

State reports, 295-297. 

Territorial Legislature, Journal of, 295. 
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